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CAMP DAGHAU, GERMANY 
27 my 19b6 
MWRNDK SESSION 
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hourse) 
PRESIDENT: Court will com to orders 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that 
all the members of the Court are present, all the members of the 
Prosecution are present, all the members of the Defense are present, 
with the exception of Dre Rau, who is absent on business of the 
Defense, and all the defendants and the reporter are presente 
Prosecution calls as its first witness, Lieutenant Perls 
ist Lieutenant WILLIAM R. PERL, recalled as a witness for 
the Prosecution, testified as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accusede) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker )¢ 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Lieutenant Perl, youare reminded that you 
are still under oath. Are you the same lst Lieutenant William Re 
Perl who has previously testified in thie case? 
a Yes, sire 
Q During the course of your interrogations at IP Noe 2, 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate one 
Friedel Bode? 
a Yes, sire 
Q Is he one of the accused in this case? 
A Yes, sire He ise 
Q Will you look at the defendants in the box t your left 
and state whether @ mot Bode is among those present. 
A He ite 
Q What number is he wearing? 
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& = =Whmber 

PRESIDENT: Wumber 2 will stand wpe 8it dom. 

PROSECUTION: I hand the reporter a statement and request that 
it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number 52 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecutica 

Exhibit Number 52 for identification ty the reporter.) 

Q I will ask you if you know the handwriting and who signed 
that statement? 

A =‘ The statement was writtem and signed by Friedel Bode 

Q Ie that the same Friedel Bode whem you have just identified 
as wearing Number 27 
Yes, sire 
Was the statemmt signed in your presence? 
Yes, sire ; 
Was the statement sworn to? 
It wate 
Who administered the oath? 
I didy ; 
Was the statement made wlwtarily? 
Yes ,dire 
Did you employ any force cr threats to obtain the statement? 
No, sire 
Did you make any promises ef any kind to obtain that statement? 
Wo, sire 


a 
Q 
a 
Q 
a 
Q 
a 
Qa 
a 
Qa 
a 
Q 
A 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecutionts 
Exhibit marked "P=52" for identification and request that it be attached 
to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number "P52", 

LYe COLONEL DWINELLs The Defense objcts to the evidence on the 
grounds previously stateds 

FRESIDENTs The objection is overruled, The exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit "P52". 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 


Perl - Redirect (19 





marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution’s 
Exhibit "PxS2" and is attached hereto and mde a part of the records) 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true 
and correct English translation of ite Exhibit "Pe52" and requests 
that it be attached to the record and marked Proseoution's Exhibit 
WP=52AM6 
DEFBISE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objections 
,  YPRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked 
eed Uy 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit "P524" by the reporter and is attached herete and made a 
part of the records) 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permissien te read its 
exhibit "P52" 
PRESIDENT: Granted. 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER:( Readings) 


"I, Friedel BODE, being duly swom make the folloning 
declaration under oaths 


“During the EIFEL Offensive in December 191, I was 
a member of the 2nd Platoon, 3rd Ps. Pie Coo ISSAHe 


"Qn 17 December 194, coming from BUELLINGIN, 
reached a big road~crossing which was located about wn 
lon north of ENGEISDORFe At this road-crossing we took 
the left turn around the curve towards ENGELSDORF and 
stopped on the right side of the road in front of a 
big pasture on which were about 80 to 100 American 
prisoners of ware 


"I was present when German soldiers, among them 
numerous members of my platoon shot at these Amrican 
prisoners of ware 


"This deposition consisting of one handwritten 
page was made by me voluntarily, winfluenced by force, 
duress, threats or promises of any kinds 


"I swear before God that these statements which 
I have made here are true and I am prepared to repeat 
them before any court of justices 


/e/ "Friedel RODE 
SS Uschas 
11 Apr 19k6 





"WILLLA! R PERL 
Seentlonan O=555149 
WeCeBe USFET" 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers 4m evidence one picture 
affidavit executed by Friedel Bode bearing the photograph of 
Friedel Kies and requests that it be attached to the record and 
marked Proseocution's Exhibit Number "P-52B", 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objectien to 
the picture affidavit, nor is there any necessity for reading the 
samee It is further agreed that the picture is that of the accused, 
Kiese 

PRESIDENT: There being no objectien, the exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked 
"P-52B"» 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit "Pe52B" by the reporter and is attached hereto and made a 
part of the records) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: You may cross examine, 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, m behalf of the Defense, 
there is no desire to cross examine the witnesse 

PRESIDENT: There appear to be no questions by the Courte 
Witness exouseds 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next witness, 
Mre Harry Thone 

HARRY We THON, an American civilian, recalled as a witness for 
the Prosecution, testified as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German Counsel and the accusede) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shwacker); 


CAPTAGN SHUMACKER: Me Thon, you gue reminded that you arestill 
Thon - Redirect 





under cath. 

Q Are you the same Harry W. Thom who has previously 
testified in this case? 

4 = Yes, sire 

Q During the cowse of your interrogations at IP Number 2, 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate 
Friedel Bode? 


4 You sire I didy i 
Gan you identify Friedel Bode among the accused? 


Yes, sire I cane 
What number is he wearing? 
He is wearing Number 2. 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs I hand the reporter an instrument and request 
that it be marked Proseoution's Exhibit Number 53 for identifications 
(Whereupon the document referred toms marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit Number 53 for identification by the reportere) 
Q I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit Number 53 for identification 
and ask you if you know the handwriting and signatures 
A Tt is written by Friedel Bode and it is signed by hin. 
Was that signed in your presence? 
Yes, sire It wate 
Is the statement sworn to? 
Yes, it ise 
Who administered the oath? 
First Lieutenant Perl, 
Was that statement given you voluntarily? 
Yes, it waste 
Did you employ any force or threats to obtain the statement? 
No, I didntt. 
Did you make any promises to obtain that statement? 
Nee 


eoreeereoeoerereeoeeree » © 


Is this statement signed by the same Friedel Bode whom 


Thon ~ Redirect 





you have just identified as wearing Number 27 

A = Yes, it ise 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution's 
Exhibit marked "P53" for identification and requests that it be 
attached to the record and marked Proseoutien's Exhibit Number "P=53". 

If. COLONEL DWIWELL: ‘The Defense objects to the evidence on 
the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled, The exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit "P53" 

(Whereupon the doounent referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's 
Exhibit Number "P=53" and is attached hereto and made a part of the 
records) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct English translation of Prosecutionts Exhibit "P53" and 
requests that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit "P53A". 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit "P-534" 

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in 
evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit "P-534" and is attached hereto 
and made a part of the records) 

CAPTAIN SHUMAKER: Prosecution requests permissien te read its 
Exhibit "P53" 

PRESIDENTs Granted, 

CAPTAIN SHUMAKER: (Reading): 


"I, Unterschar. Friedel BODE, being duly sworn state 
the followings 


“puring the EIFEL Offensive in December 19, I was 
Group Leaderof the lst Group of the 2nd Platoon of the 
3rd Panser Pie Coe Ist SS. Pa Pi, Bt 


"wy platoon leader was Untersche Max BEUTNER; my Coe 
Oonmander, Ostuf. Franz SIEVERS. 


5 
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"Since the afternoon hours ef 16th December 191), 
therefore, practically only one vehicle stood wmder ay 


(rifleman) Johann WASENBERGR who was at that time either 
Schuetse or Stem (rifleman) Rottf MUNKEL (driver) and 
alse possibly Stra or Schuetse HUMMEL. 


"The number of sen in my crew was larger than 
customary for an SPW because I took several men to ms who 
otherwise rode in the SPW under my commands 


"I made this statement voluntarily and out of ay 
own will, winfluenced by force, threats, or harsh 
treatment and wminfluenced by promises of any kinds 


"I swear before God that the statements which I 
made in this deposition are true and am prepared to 
repeat same under oath before any courte 


/s/ "Friedel BODE 
SS Uschas 
elel96 


"Witnesseds 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
CAPT. CMP. 


"Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 12th 
day of april 1946 at Schwabisch Hall, Germany. 


"WILLIAM Re PERL 

1st Lite Mele 0555149 

Inve Examiner 

W.CeBe USFET 

(Whereupen the statement was read in the German language.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker)s 
Q Mre Thou, in the course of your interrogations at IP 

Number 2, Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to 
interrogate one Johann Wasenberger? 


4 Yes, sir, I dide 
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Gan you identify Johann Wasenberger? 
I cane , 
Is he among the accused present? 
Yes, he ise 
What numba is he wearing? 

Muaber 70. 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs If the Court please, may we have Number 
70 etand? 

PRESIDENT: Mumber 70 stand up. Sit dows 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter an instrument and 


request that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 54 for identifications 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit 54 for identification by the reportere) 
Q =I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit 54 for identification 
and ask you if you know the handwriting and signature. 
A Yes, I doe 
Q Whose handwriting is it and whose signature? 
A It is the handwriting of Johann Wasenberger and bears 
his signature. 
Was it signed in your presence? 
Yes, it wate 
Was the statement sworn to? 
Yes, it wase . 
Who administered the oath? 
First Lieutenant Byrne. 


Was the statement made voluntarily? 


> 2D Pr © FF 2D re OD 


Yess 


Q Did you empley any force, duress or threats to obtain the 
said statement? 


A ‘Noy I did note 


Q Did you make any promises of any kind to obtain the 
statement? 


Thon - Redirect 





A Wee 

Q Was that statement signed by the same Johann Wasenberger 
you have just identified as wearing Number 707 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence ite exhibit 
marked Number 5l, for identification and requests that it be attached 
to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number *"P-51,", 

If. COLONEL DWIWELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on 
the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked "P=51", 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 

marked and identified was received inevidence as Prosecution'ts 


Exhibit "Pe5l," and is attached hereto and made @ part of the record.) 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true 
and correct English translation of its Exhibit "P51," and requests 
that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
"PHSLA"e 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit "PSA". 

(Whereas the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Procecution's 
Exhibit "PS" and is attached hereto and made a part of the records) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs Prosecution requests permission to read 
its exhibit "R-SLA". 

PRESIDENTs Grantede 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKIRs (Reading): . 


"I, Johann WASENBERGER, having first been duly sworn, 
upon oath make the following statements 


"at the tim: of the EIFEL campaign in December 19), 
I was pioneer in the 2nd platoon, 3rd Panzer Pioneer 
Company (TN-3rd Armored Enginerring Co.) lst ss Panzer 
Pioneer Battalion (Ti-Armored Engineering Bn) "ISSAH"s 
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Should you encounter such 
people who wave their steel] helmets over their 
heads then you will not open fire at them, In 
Se SANG LEA PEN WEE ae Sane ay prteeaaS 
of ware 


“During the EIFEL campaign I experienced at various places 
that no prisoners of war were taken. However, I only remember 
one place where I myself received the order to shoot one 
prisoner of ware 


"It was on 17th December 194, in the early afternoon 
hours when we reached a crossroads about |; km north of 
BNGELSDORFe At this crossroads coming from BUELLINGHN, 
where we had refueled, we turned left at the curve towards 
ENOELSDORF. When we drove left around the curve there was 
on the right hand side of the road a house; next to this 
house on the right hand side of the road was a pasture 
in front of which we stopped on the right hand side of 
the roade I then noticed that at this pasture were a great 
nusber of American prisoners of war, part of them dead and 
som of them alive. I would like to state tht these 
prisoners of war were already lying on the grounde At 
this time our SPW crew was as follows: tnterscharfuehrer ) 
BODE (SPW Commandant), Sturmmann LOSEISKI, Pioneer mee | 
Pioneer KIES, and I myself, Pioneer WASENBERGER. Those are 
all the names which today I am still able to remembers 


“after Unteracharfuehrer BODE, Sturmmann IOSRISKI, 
and Unterscharfuehrer BEUTNER had spoken for a short while 
Unterscharfuehrer BODE suddenly opened fire at the prisoners 
who were s till lying on the ground and thrashing around. 


"Thereupon LOSENSKI pointed with the hand at one 
prisoner of war who was still alive and ordered me to give 
this man the mercy shote I had to carry out this order and 
shot with my carbine 99 at this prisonere I am certain that 
this prison@ didn't continue to suffer and that he was 
dead, because afterwards he did not move any longers This 
is the only time during the EIFEL campaign that I received 
the order to shoot at prisoners of ware I would like to 
add that other German soldiers as well shot at this place 
at American prisoners of war who were lying at this cross= 
roadse However, I am not able to say any more with 
certainty the names of these peoples 


"Immediately after this shooting was over we drove 
on in the direction of ENGELSDORF. 


"This statement consisting of 5 pages was made by 


me voluntarily winfluenced by any duress, threat, coercion 
or promise of any nature. 
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that I have stated 
ready to repeat same under 


"Robart E. BYRNE 
lst Lite JAGD" 


(Whereupon the statement was read in the German languagee) 
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CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permission 
because of this pretty poor handwriting for the witness to 
read this statement. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the 
witness. ) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The prosecution offers in 
evidence one picture affidavit executed by Johann Wasenberger 
bearing the photograph of Friedel Bode, requests that it be . 
attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 
P-5i,-B, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense, there 
is no objection to the picture affidavit or any necessity 
for reading the same and it is admitted that the photograph 
is that of the accused Bode. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection the exhibit 
offered by the prosecution will be admitted into evidence 
and marked P-5),-B. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in 
evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-5i-B and is attached 
hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: You may cross examine. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense does not desire to 
cross examine the witness. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? There 
appear to be none. The witness is excused. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next 
witness, Lt. Perl. 


Lt. Perl, you are reminded you are still under 


WILLIAM PERL, a witness for the prosecution, having 
previously testified, resumed the stand and testified further 


through an interpreter as follows: 
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7h .2ep REDIRECT EXAMINATION (CONTINUED) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 


Q Are you the same Lt. Perl who has previously testi- 


fied in this case? 

a Yes, sir. 

Q During the course of your interrogations at IP No. 2 
Schwaebish Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate 
one Erich Rumpf? 

“A Yes, sir, I did, 

Q Did you interrogate him on more than one occasion? 

A On many occasions. 

Q As a result of your interrogations, of Erich 
Rumpf, did he make a statement to you? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q In what form was that statement made? 

A He made oral statements first and then a final 
statement in writing. 


Q Can you identify the Erich Rumpf you are speaking 


Yes, sir. 

Is he among the accused present? 

Yes, sir, he is. + 

What number is he wearing? 

Number 5h, 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter an instru- 
ment and request that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit No, 
55 for Identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 

Exhibit No, 55 for Identification by the reporter. ) 
QUESTIONS BY CAPT. SHUMACKER (CONTD) 

T hand you Prosecution Exhibit marked No, 55 for 
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identification and ask you if you recognise the handwriting and 
know the signature. 

A Yes, sir. It was written and signed by Erich 
Rumpf. 

Q Is that the same Erich Rumpf you have just 
identified as wearing number 5),? 

A Yes, sir, 
Was that statement signed in your presence? 
Yes, sir. 
Was it sworn to? 
It was. 
Who administered the oath? 
I did. 


Was this statement made voluntarily? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes, sir, 

Q Did you use any force or threats to obtain this 
statement? 

A I did not. 

Q Did you make any promises of any kind to Rumpf 
to obtain this statement? 

A No, sir. 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence 
its exhibit which has been marked P-55 for identification, 
requests that it be attached to the record and marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. P-55, 

LT, COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to the 
evidence on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled. The exhibit 
offered by the prosecution will be admitted into evidence and 
will be marked P-55, 

(Lt. Perl - Redirect) 





(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P-55 and is attached and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The prosecution offers in evidence 
a true and correct English translation of its exhibit P-55 
requests that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecu- 
tion Exhibit No, P-55—A. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense, there 
is no objection to the translation, 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection the exhibit 
offered by the prosecution is admitted into evidence and will 
be marked P-55-A, 


(Whereupon the document referred to was received in 


evidencd as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-55=A and is attached 


hereto and made a part of the record.) 
CAPT. SHUMACKERs: Prosecution requests permission 
to read its exhibit no. P-55-A, 
PRESIDENT: Granted. 
CAPT, SHUMACKER: (Reading) 
"I, Erich RUMPF, Obersturmfuehrer, after first being 
duly sworn, make the following statement under oath: 
"During the EIFEL offensive I was Company Commander 
of the 9th Panzer Pioneer, 1st SS Panzer Regiment, 
L.SS.A.H. which was assigned to the Armored Group, 
commanded by Joachim PEIPER, then Obersturmbannfuehrer. 
"Ever since May 19); I was under the command of 
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER as my company belonged to 
the lst SS Panzer Regiment LSS.A.H. 
"I make the following statement about the events 
during the EIFEL offensive. 


I 
"Order pertaining to application of terror methods 
in regard to shooting of prisoners of war. 


"1.) Before the start of the EIFSL offensive in 





November and the first days of December 19), the first 
SS Panser Regiment was stationed in the area of 
WEILERSWIST. 


“Already at that time it was made clear to us 

that on account of the importance of the coming offens ive, 
the rules of warfare which up to then had been followed 

in the west, would not be strictly adhered to, These 
deviations from the rules which up to then were adhered 

to in the west already became apparent at the sand-table 
exercised by remarks of Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIFER and 
Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, commander of the lst battalion. 


"Formal orders along these lines were wt issued at that 
time, but the policy to be followed was already apparent. 
I know that Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER said among other 
things, during the sand-table exercised or during the follow- 
ing officers' meetings in regard to the conduct of warfare 
in the coming offensive, "Also a bad reputation has its 
commitments", I don't know how the other officers under- 
stood "bad reputation". I personally recall a case in 
RUSSIA in which we had to set fire to an entire village 
of about 2000 inhabitants, and had to shoot the whole 
civilian population on orders. This crime certainly con- 
tributed to the foundation of what is meant by the bad 
reputation of the SS, 


“Besides this remark of PEIPER I can also remember that 
Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE already declared either during the 
sand-table exercised or the following officers' meeting that 
no pardon would be granted in the coming offensive. Also, 
other remarks having the same sense were made by Obersturm- 
bannfuehrer PEIPER and Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE at that 
time, but the words I do not remember any longer. 


"In order to make up for our military inferiority, it 
was already clear at that time that the intention existed 
to spread among the enemy terror and fright, and that we 
were to carry on in a way which up to then was not followed 
in the west. 


"2a. The first formal issuance of orders in regard to 
use of terror methods happened on the 12th of 13th December 
194 at the Regimental Command Post in WEILERWIST. At that 
time I was ordered to the command post, There I was met by 
an Ordnance officer whose name I do not remember any more. 
The Ordnance officer presented to me a secret regimental 
order which I read through in his presence. The contents of 
this order were as follows: 


"The armored group has the mission to break 
through and gain space in depth, the fire-power 
and 'punéh' are strong; the armored group is weak 
from an Infantry point of view, therefore, the 
armored group has to keep its strength together 
by all means, and under no circumstances should 
split up its power. All other missions such as 
guarding of prisoners of war, mopping up of vil- 
lages belong to the Infantry accompanying the 
armored group, or directly following it. There- 
fore, the situatiom can arise when prisoners of 
wer have to be shot and if necessary the resistance 
has to be broken by terror," 


“These are the words of the order as far as I can 
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remember. Naturally, it is possible that one or another 
word was added. However, I believe that the words are 
correct and, in any case I have quoted in my own words, 
the sense of this order. 


“While I was reading this order, Joachim PEIPER, the 
Commander of the Armored Group, entered the room in which I 
stood. Heglanced at the paper and then repeated with a slight 
emile what he already said before. He said: "Also a bad 
reputation has its commitments", 


“Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER then added, “Also, tell 
your men and impress upon them, so you don't experience a 
failure, that no one mst stay behind because every man 
and every vehicle are needed." 


"Before I left the command post at that time I had to 
sign that I would not talk to anyone about the parts of the 
order which referred to the employment of terror methods and 
the possible shooting of prisoners of war except to those who 
had to know it in line of duty. In my opinion this was a 
preventive action in case of capture. Possible for the same 
reason this order never went to my company in writing. I 
only got to read it. 


"To better understand part 2a of this statement I have 
made a sketch which I attach to this statement. It is marked 
with "A" and shows the position of the regimental command 
post at WEILERSWIST. The attached sketch marked "B" shows 
the command post proper. 


Hereon means (on Sketch "B"): 
I. Room of Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER. 


II. Room of Regimental Adjutant Hauptsturmfuehrer 
GRUHLE in which I read the order. 


III. Room of Ordnance Officer and Regimental Office. 


IV. Kitchen 

a) Table 
b) Couch 
ec) Closet 


"2b,) -On the same day on which I signed the order 
described in 2a, also a written regimental order arrived at 
my company. This orddr was supposed to be read to the men 
of the company before the beginning of the offensive. It 
demanded of the men complete exertion of their efforts, In 
regard to the prisoners of war this order said figuratively 
the same as was said in the secret order signed by me. “his 
order which was to be read to the company reminisced, among 
other things, about the women and children who were killed 
by the American bombers, and it said that in this offensive, 
German soldiers and especially the men in the west would have 
the opportunity to take revenge for the bombardments. Further- 
more, I know for sure that this written order which I had to 
read expressly stated that our reputation mst precede us to 
terrorize our enemies. Whether this regimental order speci- 
fically mentioned prisoners of war, I do not recall any longer. 
I am sure of it that the order which had to be read did not 
specifically say that it was not allowed to take prisoners of 
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war, However, I am just as certain that by mentioning the 
bombardments in connection with the appeal, that our reputation 
had to precede us to terrorize our enemies, conveyed to every 
man, in effect, that in case he did shoot prisoners of war, 
this would be in line with what is permitted, 


"3,) The regimental order described in 2b I read on 13 
December 19), to my company assembled in the school building 
in BADORFEKDORF. , Furthermore, I instructed my men on this 
occasion in accordance with the expressed order of Ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER to the effect that the vehicles and 
mer had to keep together. In regard to prisoners of war I did 
not add anything to the order read, At the interrogation I 
was told that men in my company claim I gave an explicit order 
according to which no prisoners of war would be taken. These 
men are mistaken, As I already said, it appeared from the order 
which I received from the regiment, and which I read without 
comment, that the use of terror methods was desired by the 
regiment, and evidently some men in my regiment drew their 
own conclusions from this order and accepted it as an order 
given by me, 


II. 


“Shooting of Prisoners of War before the Cross-roads near 
HOELSDCR 


"1,) BUELLINGEN, Unterscharfuehrer Leo SIER of the 2nd 
Platoon, 9th Panzer Pioneer was with his SPW and probably a 
second SPW assigned to one of the companies of the armored 
group as pioneer. Which company it was I do not know any 
longer. Anyhow, it was one of the companies which paridcte 
pated in the battles for BUELLINGEN. 


"On the 18th December, SIER brought me an American 
leather combination flying suit which I exchanged for my old 
uniform. Hereby SIER reported to mes "No prisoners of war 
were taken in BUELLINGEN, At the airport where I got the 
combination flying suit, and in the houses of BUELLINGEN, we 
shot American prisoners of war." 


"2,) Also in BUELLINGEN Unterscharfuehrer HAAS from the 
penal group of the Panzer Pioneers did, according to his own 
statement, shoot some American soldiers. HAAS told me, "I 
still found Americans in the houses in BUELLINGEN and bumped 
them off," HAAS drove into BUELLINGEN together with me; at 
this time there was no more action in BUELLINGEN any more and 
HAAS entered the houses without an order from me to search 
for hidden Americans. Hereby he probably took men along from 
his penal group. Who were men were I do not know, HAAS 
made the report to me described above when I was at the 
western exit of BUELLINGEN and he was apparently pleased to 
have bumped off the Americans. 


Tir 


"The Events at the Cross-roads befor: ENGELSDORF. 
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"Coming from BUELLINGEN I arrived about noon at the cross- 
roads where the street turns sharply left towards ENGELSDORF, 
and from where it is about 3 kilometers to ENGELSDORF. Hereby 
I drove in the leading vehicle of that part of my company which 
had no definite units of pioneers attached. This remaining 
portion left to me comprised about one-third of my company. 
Other than myself, the crew of my vehicle was composed of: 


Unterscharfuehrer Walter KORF - Company troop leader 
Unterscharfuehrer Karlheinz HAGESTEDT - Radio Unterfuehrer 
Rottenfuehrer Richard WECK - Messenger and machine gunner 
Sturmmann VEIL - SPW driver. 


"Untersturmfuehrer Gunther GERING, actually not belonging 
to my vehicle, drove, however, from BUELLINGEN with me. 
Immediately behind me, maybe one-half minute or so later, the 
next vehicles of my company arrived. The sequence of these 
vehicles I cannot recall any longer. It mst have been 
vehicles of my 1st Platoon though. At the time of my 
arrival on these cross-roads A Panser IV stood perhaps 0 
meters away from these Cross-roads on the road towards 
ENGELSDORF. It stood on the right side of tlie road. 


"At the house located at the crossing stood two personnel 
vehicles. It is possible that these were jeeps, captured by 
us previously. Anyhow, these vehicles had German drivers who 
apparently had arrived with them. 


"I do not recall to have seen any prisomrs of war right 
at the time of my arrival. However, it is possible that this 
has slipped my memory. I remained standing at those cross- 
roads where at that time there was yet no traffic jap. 

The road was open, Whike I stood there, still in my SPW 
Untersturmfuehrer HERING went to the Panzer IV, described 
previously, which stood at the right side of the road be- 
hind the curve, and talked with the commander. Who the 
commander of this Panzer IV was I don't know any longer. 
For a better understanding of the situation of this locality 
at the time of my arrival, I have made a sketch which I have 
marked "C" and also attach it to this statement. On this 
sketch is meant: 


A. American soldiers in field. 


1. Panzer IV with the commander of which HERING 
talked. 


2. 2-3 men of the lst battalion with machine 
pistols, probably the guards. 


3. Two personnel vehicles 

4. A soldier in black uniform 
2 or 3 American trucks 
My ow SPW 
Arriving tank and SPW colum 





From the moment I stopped, tanks which were up till then be- 
hind me, passed me some of them stopping at the crossing or 
else in front of the field which is situation south of the 
house. Within the first mimtes, men of my company dismount- 
ed at this place - however, none from my vehicle - walked to- 
wards the field which is located south of the house at the 
cross-roads, and where later on the prisoners were shot. Some 
of these men returned and also passed my SPW, saying that in 
the field by the house, there were a great number of prisoners 
of war standing. Only by that did I learn that there were 
prisoners at all in the field or near the house. Shortly 
after I heard these remarks made by the men of my company - 
the nanes I do not recall any longer ~ I saw Obersturmfuchrer 
Friedrich CHRIST, company commander of the 2nd Company, lst 
Panser Regiment, L.SS./,,.H. walking towards the house at the 
crossroads. I still can remember that I was astonished t 
see him there because the 2nd Panzer Company was, to my know- 
ledge not yet at this place. At that time I figured that he 
had driven in one of the personnel vehicles. A few minutes 
later, in all about 5 minutes after my arrival, I went to 
Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST, who just had a conversation with an- 
other officer standing at the cross-roads, I believe this 
second officer was an Untersturmfuehrer and belonged to the 
service company. The latter circumstance remained in my 
memory because we conversed about the problem of gasoline sup- 
plied which was up to him to tackle. Even now I, myself, did 
not see the prisoners of war, because from the position where 
I was talking wth the two officers they were not visible and 
therefore, I do not know who was guarding thes# prisoners. At 
this time, however, I already knew that prisoners of war stood 
in the field behind the corner. Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST now 





as Wave teenbusines Christ, "How many men do you need ?" 
Christ answered, "One group is enough." Thereupon I called Ober- 
scharfuehrer Dérr, the Tpectten leader of the first platoon to me. As 
Oberscharfuehrer Derr 


me, Obersturmfuehrer Christ told me 
that my men should report to a soldier whose name Obersturmfuehrer 
Christ mentioned at that occasion; however, his name I have forgotten. 
I believe that the rank of this man to whom my men were to report 
was Rottenfuehrer. 


In the meantime Dirr came to me and I ordered him to go 


requested an entire group as I sensed that this group would probably 

be used for the shooting of prisoners of war. After about two to 

three minutes Dérr returned to me and told me,"This man tells ms that 

I should shoot prisoners of war." Hereby he made gestures which indicat- 
ed that he was indignant about this intention. I then said to Dirr 

"This you don't have to do, you go on back to your SPW." 


At the interrogation I was told that Durr passed on to a 
Panzer Commander an order to shoot the prisoners of war(respectively 
handed over the order: Trans Note) in order to get out of this thing. 

I assume that Dirr, before he returned to me and indignantly 
told me that he was to shoot prisoners of war,already had passed on 


the order with the assumption that Iwuld probably insist on the 
execution of the order. 


For a better understanding of my statement I have made an 
additional sketch of the cross-roads, marked it "D", and attach 
it to this statement. It reproduces the situation at the time 
when I ordered Oberscharfuehrer Dirr to report to the Rottenfuehrer 
designated by Obersturmfuehrer Christ. 

Hereon means: 


1. Position where Obersturmfuehrer Christ asked me for 
men. 


2. My SPT where I gave the order to Dorr. 

3. SPY's of my company, about or 5. 
Colum of slowly passing Panzers and SPW's. 
SP¥'s stopping, probably Schumacher, 11th SFY Co. 
About 10-12 men in grey, some in black uniforms. 
Panzer IV stopping. 


Individual men of my company, some walking towards the 
field, some returning from there. 


It was also at this time that Untersturmfuehrer Hans Hennecke 
of the 1st Coe 1st Panzer Regiment, L.SS.AvH- drove around the comer 
with one or to Panzer V's.I can recall that one of the tro or three 
Panzer V's commanded by Hennecke stuppet direetly at the house at the 
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beginning of the field; however I cannot state whether 
sturmfuehrer Hennecke's Panser or one of the two or th 
Plateon. I also san Untersturmfuehrer Erich Minkemer 
ist SS Panzer Regt. L.SS.A.H. drive slowly around the corner in a 
r IV. However I don't know any more whether Untersturmfuehrer 
r's Panser stopped behind the corner. All this happened 
imediately before the shooting started. 


After I talked with Oberecharfuehrer Durr, for the second 
time I went to the American truck indicated with "5" on sketch "cH 
as I did not want to watch the shooting about to take place. 


During all this time my SPW's totalling |, or 5 steod on the 
read directly before the crossing on the read leading te the crossing; 
also, some other SPW's and Pansers drove slowly around the corner. 
Which unite these Pansere and SFW's belonged to I don't know any 
longer, with one exception that I saw Unterscharfuehrer Schuhmacher 
of the llth Company, 3rd Armored Battalion running around at the 
crossroads, and later saw him walking in front of a slowly moving SPW. 
Anyhow, this Unterscharfuehrer Schuhmacher was around the time of 
the shooting at this location. 

° 

After I stood for about one or two minutes at the truck 
indicated with 5 on Sketch "C", and watched as men unloaded "K" 
Rations, the firing at the prisoners of war, standing next to the 
house began, which I could hear but did not see. A great number of 
weapons fired: machine guns, rifles, and pistols, perhaps also machine 
pistols. This shooting lasted about one-helf minute or a little less. 
About three minutes after the first big shooting was over I left 
the American truck and went to my SPW - I shouted to my mn,"Let's 
go ~ We move out ". About one minute later we drove off in the 
direction towards Engeledorf when I passed a field where the picture 
which I have shown on sketch "E" presented itself, and which I have 
attached to this statement. 


Hereon is meant: 
1 - My company driving up 
2 =A stationary SFY 


3 - A Panzer IV which shortly afterwards opened fire,with 
the turret towards the dead soldiers. 


, - an SPW on the left side of the street 

5 = About ) SH¥'s halting 

6 = Panzer and SRY colum coming towards the crossing 
7 - About 10 soldiers mostly all in grey uniforms 


When I was already past the field, the Panzer standing at the 
northern end of the field opened fire. Approximately at the place 
wherel was when the Panzer at the northernend fired, therefore about 
100 meters from the south end, I saw an American prisoner of war 
walking parallel with the road ditch towards the crossroads and Is aw 
as he knelt down folding his hands before his chest either to pray or 
to beg for mercye I do not Imow out of my own knowledge what became of this 
single prisoners. 


At this time I again drove as first vehicle of my company, and 
the other vehicles drove behind me. 


(Perl-redirect) 





Iv 


Shootings in or near STOUMONT. 


1.) Obersturmfuehrer Franz Sievers, Company Commander of the 3rd 
Company, ‘lst Pioneer Battalion, ISSAH related to me on the evening of 
the 21st December on the way from Stoumont to La Gleize that he fought 
for a castle near Stoumont which was stubbornly defended by the 
Americans. Hereby he also told me that in some rooms of the castle 
were Americans who, shouting loudly, proclaimed that they wanted to 
give themselves up. He, however, let his men shoot with the"Panzer- 
fausten" into these reoms in which the Americans were sho wanted to 
give themelves up. I still can rememper that Obersturmfuehrer Sievers 
related this account in a bragging manner and that he also boas 
added,"I have shown to them what it means to irritate the old Sievers." 
I was also possible that he said, instead of “irritate","What is means 
to want to throw the old Sievers out of the house". Obersturmfuehrer 
Sievers also related to me that he captured about 0 men in this castle, 
among them two or three officers. Whether he shot them I do not knw. 


2.) Men of my company whose names I don't recall any longer 
informed me atay Company Command Post in Stoumont on the 20th or 2ist 
December that they saw when Untersturmfuehrer Koch, the platoon leader 
of the 1st platoon of the 2nd Company, lst SS Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.H. 
shot four or five American prisoners of war. I annot remember any 


longer whether they expressly stated that Koch shot the prisoners 
himself. However, I know, after I talked with these men of my company 
that I was under the impression that Untersturmfuehrer Koch did not 
have the prisoners shot, but shot them. 


Ve 


Shooting of Prisoners of War in LA GLEIZE. 


le) On the evening of 21 December 194, about 9 or 10 o'clock, 
I am pretty sure that time and date as given here are correct, I 
arrived in La Gleize and reported to the Command Post of the lst 
Battalion. It was located in a cellar of the school building. There 
I received from Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper some tactical pointers. 
Also Sturmbannfuehrer Poertschke was present. After I had already 
left this Command Post,Untersturmfuehrer Hans Hennecke of the 1st Co., 
lst SS Panzer Pioneer Regiment L.SS.A.H. came after me and said to me 
"Peiper ordered that prisoners of war are to be shot. You should 
furnish a shooting detail. " Iam also sure that he added,"Send them 
over here to this place." Hereby he pointed at the place in front of the 
school house. Even before Untersturmfuehrer Hennecke gave me this order 
shootings must. have taken place in “a Gleize because the drivers of my 
company informed me on my arrival that American prisoners of war were shot. 


After I received the described orders from Untersturmfuehrer 

Hennecke, Iwent to the cellar in which was part of my men. I wens 

inte the cellar and said,"I need some men for the shooting of prizoners 
of ware" Thereupon Unterscharfuehrer Erich Maute, 9th Panzer Pi 
Company Medic, with three or four other men emerged from the cellar. 

I believe that I there designated these men. I know that one of these 
men was Unterscharfuehrer Maute, my Company Medic; I assume that 
another one was Sturmmann Schimpel, and I know that the others were 

SPW drivers. However, It could be that also a member of the lst Platoon, 
who was not an SPW driver, was among them. ~ then ordered Unterscharf- 
uehrer Maute, who was the only Unterscharfuchrer among the men, what P 
I myself was ordered; therefore Is aid te Maute "You go to the place 

in front of the church - prisoners are to be shot." Also I am pretty 
sure that I said to Maute that he and his men would be told what to do 
by the 1st Company. Ican no longer remember if Maute reported to me 
after the shooting; probably he did not do that as for one thing it 
was already late in the evening and I went into another house to sleep 
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Besides, during the time of action one is not very formal,and 
what is mre, this shooting detail had received particulars 


from the lst Company, md I only sent it to the first 
in accordance with orders. ah la seal 


2.) On the nest day, therefore on 22nd December 19h), 
myself was present when Obereturmbannfushrer Peiper declared 
at the command post of the lst Battalion in le Gleise, "Some 
American prisoners of war refused to work for us, thereupon I 
had part of the prisoners shot. This will be the best lesson for 
the remaining ones." ‘These were the words as far as they are in 
my memory. He could have said one or two words, but substantially 
this is the wording of the remark and certainly it is the mean- 
ing of his remarke 


From Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper's remark I got the im- 
pression that not only those who refused to work were shot, but 


ee to the others, a greater mumber of prisoners were 
° 


3.) On the same evening on which Obersturmbannfuehrer 
Peiper gave this declaration that he had a part of the prisoners 
shot because some had refused to work, I saw him in friendly 
conversation with a captured American Major. Obersturmbann- 


fuehrer Feiper showed himself, contrary to his behavior towards 


the other prisoners of war, exceedingly friendly, and conversed 
with him for hours. This Major showed himself to be very anxious 
about the whereabouts of the other Resonere of war and about 
the way in which they were housed; returmbannfuehrer Peiper 
who can well control himself gave, with a serious and quiet 
face, reassuring answers. Furthermore, the Major also asked 
whether those American soldiers who fell in the battle would 
be buried according to regulations, and with the same serious 
face, Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper answered him."Naturally, one 
of the identification tags goes into the grave, the other will 
be fastened on the cross." 


At that time I stood together with some other officers 
around the Major, and we had to keep from laughing as we knew 
that the American prisoners were shot. I also can still remember 
that Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper asked the Major for his name 
and home address and I also know that Hauptsturmfuehrer Niske 
wrote down the American Major's name and home address. I can 
still remember his name was MacGaw or something similar.The 
American Major then also asked Obersturmbannfuehrer Feiper for 
his name. Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper smiled friendly at this; 
however, did not give his name. 


In closing I would like to remarkthat no infantry accompanied 
or followed us on the route of advance; therefore, the reference 
that the guarding of prisoners of war should normally be conducted 
by accompanying infantry was a bluff from the beginning. This 
"Normalfall" (Translator's note:"Normal case") didnot have a chance 
tocceur at all. 


I made this statement voluntarily and of my om will,un 
influenced by pressure, threats or harsh treatment and uninfluenc- 
ed by promises of any kind. 


I swear before God that the facts in this statement are 


true and I am prepered to repeat them under oath before any 
court of justices 


(signed) Erich Rumpf 
SS Obersturmfuehrere22-3-19)6. 
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Witnessed: 


(signed) Raphael Shumacker, 
Capt. Cup 

Sworn to and subscribed before m 
this 22nd day of March 1916 at 
Schwabisch Hall,Germany. 


William R Fert 
1st Lt. wren 


(Whereupon the Prosecution's Exhibit was then read to the Court in 
the German Language) . 


PRESIDENTs The court will recess until 1030 hours 


(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1000 hours) 
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(Whereupon Court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 
PRESIDENT: Take seats. The court will come to order. 
PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, let the record show 
that all the members of the Court, all the members of the prosecution, 
all the members of the defense with the exception of Mr. Strong and 
Dr, Rau, who are absent on business of the defense, all of the de- 
fendants and the reporter are present. 
LT WILLIAM R, PERL, a witness for the prosecution, resumed 
the stand and testified further as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed~ 
ings were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 
Q Lt Perl, do you know the accused Peiper referred to in 
Rumpf's statement just read as Exhibit P~55-A? 
Yes, sir, I do. 
Is he among the accused present? 
He is. 
Will you identify him? 
Yes, he is wearing No. 42. 
Q Do you kmow the accused Franz Sievers mentioned by Rumf 
in Prosecution's Exhibit P-55-A? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Will you identify hin? 
a He is wearing No. 59, 
Q Do you know the accused Freidrich Christ mentioned by 
Rumpf in Proseaution's Exhibit P-55-a? 
A Yes, sir, I do and he is wearing No. 7. 


Q Do you know the accused Munkemer referred to and mentioned 


by Rumpf in Prosecution's Exhibit P-55-Al 


A Yes, sir, I do and he is wearing No, 39, 
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Q Do you know the accused Erich Maute mentioned by Rumf in 


Prosecution's Exhibit P~55-A? 


a Yes, sir. He is wearing No. 36, 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence five 
Picture Affidavits executed by Erich Rumpf bearing the photographs 
of Joachim Peiper, Frang Sievers, Freidrich Christ, Erich Munkemer, 
and Erich Maute and requests that they be attached to the record and 
marked Prosecution's Exhibits P-55-B, C, D, H, F and G, respectively. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense there is no 
objection to the admission of these picture affidavits and no nec- 
essity for their being read in court. It is further agreed that they 
are pictures of the accused Peiper, Sievers, Christ, Munkemer and 
Maute. 

PRESIDENT; There being no objection, the exhibits offered 
by the prosecution will be admitted in evidence and marked exhibits 
P-55-B, P-55-C, P-55-D, P-55-E, P-55-F, 

(Whereupon the documents referred to above were 
received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibits P-55-B, P-55-C, P-55-D, 
P-55-E and P-55-F, respectively, and same are attached hereto.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; You may cross examine. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense, at this time 
there is no further examination of the witness. 

PRESIDENT; Are there eny questions by the Court? 

There appear to be none, The witness is excused, 
(Whereupon the witness was excused, left the witness 
stand and took his seat at Prosecution's table in the court room.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; I would lixe to recall the witness 
Harry Thon. 

HARRY THON, a witness for the prosecution, was recalled and 
testified further as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed- 


inge were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.) 
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 

Q Mr, Thon, you are reminded that you are still under oath. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Are you the same Harry W, Thon who has previously testified 
in this case? 

& = Yes, sir, 

Q During the course of your interrogations at I.P. No. 2, 
at Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate 
one Willi Von Chamier? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

, & As a result of your interrogetion did Von Chamier make a 
statement? 

A Yes, sir, he did, 

Q And in what form was the statement made? 

A Ee made an oral statement first and wrote a statement the 
following day. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; I hand the reporter a statement and 
request that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 56 for Identifica- 
tion, ’ 

(Whereupon the paper referred to was marked 
"Prosecution's Exhibit P-56 for Identification".) 

Q I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit marked P-56 for Identifi- 
cation and ask you to state whether or not you know the handwriting 
and signature thereon? 

sir, I know, This is the handwriting of Willi Von 
Chamier, and his signature, 
Q And was that statement signed in your presence? 


Yes, sir, it wae, 


Was it sworn to? 


Yes, sir. 
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Who administered the oath? 
You did, Captain Shumacker, 


Was that statement made voluntarily? 


Did you use any force cr threats to obtain that stetement? 
No, sir. 


Did you make any promises of any kind? 


Q 
a 
Q 
A Yes, sir. 
Q 
A 
Q 
a 


No, sir. 

Q Can you identify Willi Von Chamier among the accused 
present? 

A Yes, sir, I can, 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A He is wearing No. 6. 

PRESIDENT: No. 6 stand up--sit down, 
(Whereupon the accused wearing No. 6 did as requested.) 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER (Cont'd): 

Q Is the Willi Von Chamier who signed Prosecution's exhibit 
marked P-56 for Identifidation the same Willi Von Chamier you have 
just identified wearing No. 67 

A Yes, sir. 

PROSECUTION (Capt, SHUMACKER): Prosecution offers in 
evidence the exhibit marked P-56 for Identification and requests 


that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 


L; The defense objects to the evidence on the 
nde previously stated. 
PRESIDENT; The objection is overruled. The exhibit offered 


by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked exhibit 


(Whereupon the paper referred to having previously 


marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit 


(Thon ~ Redirect) 





?P-56, and same is attached hereto and made a part of thie record.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; Prosecution offers in evidence a true 
and correct English translation of its exhibit P-56 and requests that 
it be attached to the record and marked F-56-A. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the defense there is no 
objection. 

PRESIDENT; There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked P-56-A, 

(Whereupon the paper referred to above was received in 
evidence and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-56—4, and same is attach- 
ed hereto and made a part of this record.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The prosecution requests permission to 
read its exhibit P-56-A, 

PRESIDENT; Granted. 


(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-56-A was read as follows: 


"I Willi von CHAMIER, after first being sworn make 
the following statement: 


"During the HIFHL offensive in December 1944 I was 
with the penal group, 9th Panzer Pioneer Company, 1st 
Panzer Regiment LSSAH, My rank was that of an Unter- 
scharfuehrer, 


"We left our assembly area in the early morning hours 
of 16 December 1944 for the attack, 


“During our advance we passed through several villages 
the name of which I do not know any more. 


"We reached a big cross-road about mid-day of the 
following day, 17 December 1944, approximately 4 kilometers 
north of Engelsdorf, On the right sdderof the street, cam- 
ing from Buellingen, before one turns left into the mein 
street towards Engelsdorf, stood Obersturmfuehrer Rumf's 
S.P.W. Our SPW which carried the following mentioned crew 

d approximately six wetere behind Rumpf's SPW: 


The Gruppenfuehrer Oscha Wedeleit 

The Asst «| Uscha Hess 

The MG Gunner I Rottf Katcher 

The MG Gunner II Uscha. Von Chamier, Willi 
Rifleman I Uscha Piotta 
Rifleman II Schuetze Rieder 
Riffeman III " Corzieni 


(Thon ~ Redirect) 





"We stood there awhile when Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf 
motioned us to come to him, At that time he stood in 
front of a house which stood directly on the corner of the 
right-hand side of the street, coming left around the bend 
traveling to Engelsdorf. We had not yet arrived when he 
shouted to us to get our weapons and to follow him right 
away. He led us, meaning the whole crew of the SPW of 
Oberscharfuchrer Wedeleit to a pasture which was immed- 
fately south of the house. We stood on the north side 
of this pasture, on the corner next to the street, On 
this pasture approximately 30 American prisoners were 
standing with their hands raised, and wearing American 
uniforms which I kmow, The prisoners had no arms and 
stood there quietly. In my opinion there was no reason 
to bump those prisoners off. Immediately thereafter, 
Obersturmfuehrer Rumf gave us the following order after 
we had arrived at the above mentioned corner of the 
pasture with him, "Bump the prisoners off". I am not 
sure whether those exact words were used, but the mean- 
ing is correct, Thereupon we opened fire on the prisoners 
of war and at the same time, the machine guns of the 
tanks and SPW's that stood on this street at this 


pasture. I personally fired 6 shots at the prisoners 
with my carbine. I don't know how many shots Reider 
fired, but I heard and saw that he did shoot at the 
prisoners. 


"“Corzieni, Katcher and Piotta did also shoot with 
their rifles into the prisoners, and Oberscharfuehrer 
Wedeleit with the pistot. I also sew how Oberschar- 
fuehrer Rumpf shot into the prisoners, I also saw 
Unterscharfuehrer Haas shoot into the prisoners with 
his machine pistol, 


"We returned to our SPW's and mounted after the 
prisoners had fallen to the ground. Only Haas remained 
on the pasture and I saw from our SPW Haas walking once 
more amongst the prisoners end shooting the prisoners 
lying on the ground. One case I remember especially 
clearly, nemely one of those lying on the ground and 
believed to be dead, raised himself half-way up. He 
pointed to the rear part of his body which gave me the 
impression that he wes wounded there, This man was also 
shot dead by Haas with his machine pistol. 


"after the shooting was over we received an order 
from Obereturmfuehrer Rumpf to proceed on our march, 


"To clarify the above statement, I have made a 
sketch, marked it ibit "A", and made it a part of my 
statement, 


"This statement consisting of 3 pages and one sketch 
was made of my own free will without force, duress, 
threats, promises of any kind. 


SI swear before God that the facte which I made in this 
statement are true and am willing to repeat my statement 
under oath before any court of justice. 


(signed) Willi Von Chamier 
21, 3, 1946 


(Statement - Yon Chamier) 





“Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 2lst day of March 1946, at 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany 
/s/ Raphael Shumacker 
Capt. COMP" 
CAPTAIN SHUMAOKER: I request permission of the Oourt for 
the witness to read the German statement. 
PRESIDENT; Granted, 


(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-56 was read in 


the German language. ) 
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LAW MEMBER: There is a possible correction 
in the English translation. Will you refer. to your 
statement again? Look at the long paragraph, just 
after the names of the occupants of the vehicle, where 
the statement refers to the prisoners in the pasture. 
The American translation says, "Approximately 30 American 
prisoners" and I believe you said "90", 

THE WITNESS: That may be, sir. That is an 
error on my part but it looks like a "3" or a "9", 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If it pleases the Court, 
it is perfectly all right to take the word of Von 
Chamier himself as to what he meant by the figure. It 
is not very plain. 

CAPT. NARVID: The number is 90. 

LAW MEMBER; Then the American translation 
of Exhibit P 56-A will be correctéd to read "90" instead 
of "30 American prisoners", 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Q Mr. Thon, do you know the accused Max 
Rieder referred to by Von Chamier in the statement 
just read, Prosecution Exhibit P-56-A. 

A Yes, I do know him. 

Q Is he among the acaused present? 


A Yes, he is. 


Nhat number is he wearing? 
Number 51. 
PRESIDENT; Number 51, stand up. 
(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 
ISTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers 


in evidence two picture affidavits executed by the 


accused Willi Von Chemieg gbearing the photographs of 
(Thon-redirect) 
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Rumpf and Rieder and request that they be attached to 
the record and marked Prosecution Exhibits Numbers P-56-B 
and P-56-C respectively. 

BEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense, 
there is no objection to the introduction of the 
picture affidavits or the necessity for reading them 
into the record. It is further admitted that these 
two affidavits are the photographs of Rieder and Rumpf, 
both accused. 

PRESIDENT; There bang no objection, the 
Exhibitsoffered by the Prosecution is admitted into 
evidence and will be marked Exhibits P-56-B and P-56-C. 

(Whereupon the documents referred to, having been 
previously marked and identified were received in 
evidence as Prosecution Exhibits P-56-B and P-56-C 
and are attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: You may cross examine. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No cross examination en 
behalf of the Defense, at this time. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew 
to the Prosecution's table.) 

CAPT, SHUMACKFR: Prosecution would like to 

t Lt. William R. Perl. 
WILLIAM R. PERL, called as a witness for 
the Prosecutitn, having been previously sworn, was 
recalled, resumed the stand and testified further as 


follows: 


(Perl-redirect? 


7&1 
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REDIRECT BXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Q Lt. Perl, you are remind that you are 
still under oath. 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Are you the same lst Lt. William R.' Perl, 
that has previously testified in this case? 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of your interrogations at 
I.P. #2, Schwaebish Hall, Germany, did you have occasion 
to interrogate one Max Rieder? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q As a result of those interrogations, did 
Max Rieder make a statement? 

A Yes. 

Q In what form was this statement made? 

A He made first an oral statement and then the 
substance of it was dictated to him. 

Q Could you identify the Max Rieder that made 
the statement that you are referring to? 

A Yes. He is wearing number 51. 

Q All right. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter a 
statement and request that it be marked Prosecution 
Exhibit Number 57 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
Prosecution Exhibit P-57 for identification by the 
reporter. ) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Q Lt. Perl, I hand you Prosecution ExHbit 

marked for identification as P-57 and ask you whether 


or not you know the handwriting and the signature thoreon? 


(Perl-redicrect) e 752 
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A Yes. It is Max Rieder's handwriting and his 
signature. , 
Q Was the statement signed in your presence? 
It was, 
Was it sworn to? 
Yes. 
Who administered the oath? 
Idaid. 
Was the statement made voluntarily? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Was any force, duress or threats used to 
obtain this statement? 

A No, sir. 

Q Did you make any promises of any kind to 
Rieder to obtain that statement? 

A No. I did not. 

Q Was this statement signed by the same Max 
Rieder whom you have just identified among the accused 
as wearing the number 51? 

A Yes, sir. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: May it please the Court, 
Prosecution offers in evidence the instrument marked 
Prosecution Exhibit 57 for identification and requests 
that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution 
Exhibit P-57. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to the 
statement on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. ‘The 
exhibit offered by the Prosecution is accepted in evidence 
and will be marked BkXnIbit P-57. 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been 
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previously marked and ifentified was received in 
evidence as Prosecution Exhibit Number P-57 and is 
attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers 
in evidence a true and correct English translation 
of Prosecution Exhibit P-57. I ask the reporter to 
mark it Prosecution Exhibit P-57-A for identification. 

(Whereuponthe document referred to was marked 

Prosecution Exhibit Mumber P-57-A for identification 
by the reporter.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense 
there is no objection to the translation. 

PRESIDENT: ‘There being no objection the 
exhibit offered by the Prosecution will be admitted 


into evidence and will be marked Exhibit P-57-A, 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having 


been préviously marked and identified was received 
in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-57-A and 
is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests 
ssion to read Prosecution Exhibit P-57-A. 
PRESIDENT: G 


read Prosecution 
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I, Sturmmann Max RIEDER, after first being duly sworn 
make the following statement under oath. During the Eifel 
offensive in December 19) I belonged to the penal group of 
the 9th Pz Pi. Company, 18S Panzer Regt., L.S.S.A.H. 


On the 16th Decemier 19), we drove from the Blankenhein 
woods and on the 17th December during the early morning hours 
started the offensive, The following shootings of American 
soldiers - prisoners of war and civilians = during this of- 
fensive, I partly saw myself, partly actively participated in, as 
I describe in the following statements 


1.) On the 17th December 19) around 8 or 9 o'clock in the 
morning my SPW reached the village of Honsfeld. In my estima- 
tion, Honsfeld had already been taken about one hour previous by 
another German unit. Our vehicle stopped at the beginning of the 
village a few mimes, as the column came to a halt. On this spot 
I saw how an American soldier stepped out of a ditch of a road 
leading towards our road approximately 200 to 250 meters distance 
and walk on the street with his hands above his steel helmet. 

This American walked slowly and as far as I could see from the 
distance, he was unarmed. 


My impression was that he climbed out of the ditch to give 
himself up. When Unterscharfuehrer Haas of the penal group of 
the 9 P.PI, Company, lst Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.H. saw this, he 
aimed his machine pistol at the prisoner and fired ea burst at the 
prisoner, in my estimation about 10 shots, Thereafter I saw the 
prisoner fall to the ground. Whether he was hit I do not know 
as the distance was too great. 


Apout two mimes later I saw three Americans jumpt out of the 
same ditch and run towards the house situated nearby. These 
Americans did not have their hands raised above their steel helmets 
and it was my impression that they wanted to run away on account 
of what they saw happened to their comrade who wanted to surrender. 


I saw no one shbot at these three Americans apparently be- 
cause they disappeared too quickly and because we already started 
on ourway. At this time the crew of my SPW consisted of the 
following men: 


Unterscharfuehrer Biota, Unterscharfuehrer Haaz, Sturmmann 
Barth, Sturmmann Rugrigel, Schuetze Bobrzalek, and myself, 


I have made a sketch of this place which I have marked "A" 
and attach it to this statement. On it is meant: 1, our SPW, 
2. American Jeep in front of which Unterscharfuehrer Haas shot, 
3. Road ditch out of which the A,ericans jumped. |}, House towards 
which they ran. 5, Himses in Honsfeld, 


2.4) Apout 1100 hours in the morning of 17 December 19h, 
we reached the village of Buellingen, At the exit of this village 
our SPW's stopped, our whole crew left the vehicle in order to 
look around in the nearby houses. I first walked with Sturmmann 
Ruprigel, Sturmmann Barth or with one or two others of my 





comrades towards a deserted American kitchen wich was located 
right from our direction of travel and in which we found cocoa 
and drank same. In this house I did not shoot anybody. There- 
upon, I walked into a heuse which was across the street together 
with Unterscharfuehrer Haas who suggested walking through the 
house. In the kitchen of this house we saw a woman about 1,0 
yeare old who was apparently left behind in this house. When 
we entered the kitchen we saw her standing in the middle of the 
room and Unterscharfuehrer Haas asked her whether there were 
—h soldiers in the house. The woman motioned with her 
head "No*, 


Thereupon Haas sdd to me, “Rieder, bump this woman off." 


I was armed with a rifle which I then aimed at this woman. 
Thereby I stood approximately two meters away from this woman, 
my face opposite her face. When the woman saw that I aimed at 
her she screamed with fright, remained standing though. At the 
same moment I already shot aiming exactly at the center of the 
forehead, the end of my barrel only about one meter away from 
the wanan and I hit exactly the same spot I aimed at. I fired 
one shot after which the woman immediately collapsed dead, I 
then bent down to her to see whether she was dead because if she 
would not have been dead I would have fired a second shot at her. 
But this was not necessary because I established that the woman 
was dead without doubt. I also established at this examination 
that the bullet which penetrated the forehead came out the back 
of the head and that there was a big hole in the back of the head 
from which the brains flowed out. Thereupon I returned to my SPW 
while Haas still remained in the house evidently to search through 
ite In my opinion this woman gave no cause for which she should be 
shote 


At the SPW I helped the driver Schuetze Bobrzalek refuel gaso- 
lene and approximately a quarter of an hour later I entered another 
house out of which I took an peerecen fatigue suit with sipper. 
However, in this other house + did not bump off anybody. 


I made a sketch of this locality and marked it "BY, The 
sketch marked "BY" shows the position of the house wherein I shot 
the woman. On this sketch signified: 


1. Our SPW. 2. Gasoline dump, probably on the market place. 
3. American kitchen. 4. House in which I shot the woman. 
5S. House from which I collected the American fatigue suit. 


The sketch marked “C" shows the house in which I shot the 
woman, On this sketch which I also attach to my statement signi- 
fies: I, Kitchen II. Living room III. Hall. 1, Place where the 
woman stood, 2a. Place where I stood. 2b. Place where Unter- 
scharfuehrer Haas stood. 3. Doors . Entrance door to the 
living quarters. 5, Exit door (2b) from the living quarters. 

6. Street. - After our SPW drove fromthe spot 1 indicated on 
sketch "B" we drove about 200 meters further, There we stopped 
again after we had covered the approximate 200 meters on the spot 
where Unterscharfuehrer Hering's SPW stood, On this place 





approximately 7 Belgian civilians stood in front of a house - 
men and women = I do not know any more whether there were also 
children amongst them. I also do not know how many of the 
civilians were men or women. I now saw Unterscharfuehrer Haas 

of the Penal Group dismount from our SPW. Unterscharfuehrer 
Haas placed himself by the side of the house and I now saw how 
he aimed his machine pistol at the civilians quick as lightning 
and started shooting right away. Unterscharfuehrer Haas was at 
that time about 60 meters distant fromthe civilians, The 
civilians themselves were at that time hidden from my view as the 
corner of the house was in between it. However, I had only a few 
seconds before seen the civilians standing south of this place 
and nobody else was in the vicinity. Next to Unterscharfuehrer 
Haas stood Sturmmann Barth of my company. Barth who had an 
American 45 pistol, fired simltaneously with Haas into the 
civilians. 


Even though I did not see how the civilians were hit I know 
that they were hit because | heard them scream with fright and I 
heard them moan as it is common among people who are hit. Unter- 
scharfuehrer Haas first fired two or three short bursts in my 
estimation altogeher approximately 25 shots, Barth fired also 
several shotse The moment when Haas opened fired I heard the 
civilians for the first time scream with fright and between the 
bursts I heard moaning. 


After Haas had fired these two or three bursts Barth returned 
to my SPW and the commandant of our SPW, Unterscharfuehrer Biotta 
shouted, "@ome on, climb up, we move on," Haas replied, “One 
moment." Immediately after Haas said that he aimed his machine 
pistol once more in the same direction and fired an additional 
‘burst. Immediately before the firing of this large burst, and 
afterwards, I did not hear the civilians moan any more. 


Haas then returned to our vehicle right away and he said while 
climbing up as we were just about to drive off, " Now I have again 
bumped off civilians," 


After that Haas filled his magazine with new ammnition, 


I also made a sketch of this locality and marked it with "D", 
On this sketch which I also attach to my statement is meant: 
1. Our SPW, 2. Hering's SPW. 3, House. h. Place where Unterschar- 
fuehrer Haas stood. 5. Place where Sturmann Barth stood, 6, Place 
where the Belgian civilians stood. 3, Is in my opinion the last 
house in Buellingen, 


3) Around 1300 hours of the same day, theref wre, also on the 
17th December 19), we arrived at a cross roads on which we travelled 
from a bad road onto a good road, and where we had to turn left. 
From these crossroads it was still about 3 kilometers to Engelsdorf. 


On these crossroads stood a house. On the right side of the 
street and that was still on the bad road before one turns left in 
the direction of Engelsdorf stood the SPY of Obersturmfuehrer Erich 
Rumpf, Company Commander of the 9 P,Pi. Company Panzer Regiment I 
L. SS, A.H. almost on the crossroads, My SFW stopped approximately 5 
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meters behind the vehicle of Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF. As 
we stopped I got off my vehicle to fetch some loot for 
myself and the other men of my vehicle, because I saw 
north of the crossroads a few American trucks standing on 
the road. South of that house situated near the crossroads 
and which stands directly at the crossroads on the right 
rh that road that leads south towards Engelsdorf, is a 
eld, 


When I went to the American trucks my Company Commander, 
Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF stood just at these crossroads and as 
far as I remember he was there alone at this time. Adjoining 
this house on the crossroads is a field on the righthand side 
of the road which leads towards ENGELSDORF, On this field 
were already at that time about 60-70 American prisoners of war. 
All of them wore American uniforms and had their hands 
raised over their heads. 


When I returned to my Spl a few minutes later loaded with 
10 in 1 rations fromthe American trucks Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF 
already stood in front of the house. 


Directly behind the crossroads, I no longer remember whether 


there were still other officers or men in his vicinity, Ober- 
sturmfuehrer RUMPF called to me, "RIEDER, you of all the people 
are in need of it, get your rifle. You want to shoot without 
cartridge pouch?" 


The "You of all the people are in need of it" referred to 
the fact that I wanted to sneak away from the shooting of the 
prisoner or that the getting of the rations was more important 
to me because at the time when I returned with the rations, the 
other members of the Penal group were already in front of the 
prisoners, Unterscharfuehrer HAAS ran about amongst the 
prisoners in the field and the others stood dispersed at the 
ditch of the road. It was clear to me that the prisoners were 
to be shot. I then went on account of the request back to my 
vehicle and fetched my rifle. Sturmmann BARTH of my company was 
in the vehicle and told me at that occasion that he just shot an 
American soldier in the ditch of the road who lay unarmed in the 
ditch with his face in the water and pretending to be dead though 
actually was alive. 


After I had taken my rifle out of my SPW, I went to the field. 
At this time Obersturmfuehrer Erich RUMPF stood no longer in front 
of the house but south of the house a little in front of the field 
with the prisoners. Besides the following members of the 6tii 
group were posted in front of the field: (berscharfuehrer WEDEIEIT, 
Unterscharfuehrer HAAS, Unterscharfuehrer BIOTA, Unterscharfuehrer 
CHAMIER. 


I stood across the field towards the north end and near the 
house and looked at the prisoners who stood with their hands folded 
above their heads in the field. A short time after we arrived 
there Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF gave the order to bump off the 
prisoners. Thereby he either used the words "Bump the prisoners 
off" or "Shoot into them," 


(Rieder statement ) 
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I do not know whether at this time there were any other 
vehicles standing near the field. I did not pay any attention 
to it. I know, however, that all the members of the Penal 
Group shot into the prisoners and I also had fired five shots, 
All my shots I had aimed at the same prisoners This American 
stood near the right edge of the field and only about 6 meters 
away from me. He was of medium size and stocky, I aimed all 
shots at the head of the American and I saw that he collapsed 
already after the first shot. I then empticdmy magazine into 
the one lying on the ground in shooting another four shots into 
the American soldiers lying on the ground. From the beginning 
of the first shots I saw that I hit him as intended because he 
fell back in such a way which is common for people who receive 
a shot through the head. This American undoubtedly was dead. 


I also saw the following members of my company shooting at 
the prisoners: Our Company Commander Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF who 
shot into the prisoners with his pistol, I cannot say any longer 
how many shots he fired; however, I am quite sure that I saw him 
fire. Unterscharfuehrer Willi Von CHAMIER of the Penal group 
who I saw on this spot shoot with the rifle into the American 
prisoners of war. I do not know any more how many shots yon 
CHAMTSR fired; however, I believe he fired the same number of 
shots as I did. I further saw HAAS with his machine pistol 
shooting into the American prisoners of war, also Unterschar- 
fuehrer B IOTTA of the Penal group of my company. BIOTTA fired 
into the prisoners with his rifle or machine pistol. 


Furthermore, I also saw Oberscharfuehrer WEDELEIT of the 
Penal group, 9 P. Pi. Company Panzer Regt. I., L.SS.A.H. standing 
on the field with his pistol in the hand and as the whole penal 
group shot I am sure that he also shot into the prisoners. How- 
ever, I cannot state with certainty that I saw how he shot. 


Obersturmfuehrer RUNPF was at that time about 5 meters 
away from me. 


After I had fired my five shots I again returned to my 
SPW. 


I also have placed this locality on a sketch and marked it 
with "Zz", Tt is attached to my statement and on it is meant: 
1, Bad road on which we arrived, 2, Good road towards ENGELS- 
DORF, 3. Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF's SPW. 4. Our SPW. 5+ House 
at the crossing. 6, American trucks. 7. American prisoners. 
8 My position at the shooting. 9. Position of Obersturmfuehrer 
RUMPF, 10. Approximate position of the rest of the members of 
the Penal group. 


4. Immediately after we had driven past the field, with 
the American prisoners of war then dead (scene described in 
number 3), I saw how Unterscharfuehrer HAAS shot at a prisoner 
of war who with raised hands came dow towards the field from 
the pasture. I still know how HAAS, who apparently did not 
have his machine pistol at hand called out, "A rifle", and one 
of our men handed him a rifle and he shot at this prisoner. 


(Rieder statement ) 
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At the time when HAAS opened fire at the prisoner we were 
about 40 meters distant from the prisoner. HAAS emptied 

the magasine on this American, I saw how the American fell 
tothe ground, Whether he was hit or whether he did so to 
take cover I do not know, Of the five shots HAAS fired he 
fired three at the prisoner already lying on the ground. At 
about the same time I also saw an American prisoner of war 
kneeling right from my Spl near the ditch on the road. I also 
saw how this one apparently hit slowly collapsed. However, I 
cannot say whether it was HAAS who shot at this prisoner. 


5. In STOUMONT when we arrived during the day for the 
first tims in STOUMONT I saw how Unterscharfuehrer STURMANN 
of the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company, Panzer Regt. I. L.SS.A.He 
shot an American prisoner of war. Unterscharfuehrer STURMANN 
fell in battle the following day, 


I made this statement voluntarily and of my ow will un- 
influenced by force, threats or duress and uninfluenced by 
promises of any kind. 


I swear by God that the facts I have stated in this deposi- 
tion are true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath at any 
tim: before any court. 


(signed) Max RIEDER 
Sturmmann 
26 March 1946 


Witnessed in the presence of; 
(signed) Morris ELOWITZ 
Civ. Investigator 
WCB, USFET 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 
twenty-sixth day of March 1946 at 
Schwaebisch Hall, Germany 
(signed) William R. PERL 
lst Lt. M.I. 0-555149 
Investigator-rxaminer 
War Crimes Branch USFET" 
(Whereupon the statement was read in the German language 
by the interpreter.) 
PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 1330 hours. 


(Whereupon court was recessed until 1330 hours. ) 


(Rieder Statement ) 





AFTERNOON SESSION 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1330 hours 27 May 1916.) 

PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that all 
members of the Court; all members of the Prosecution, with the excep~ 
tion of Lt. Col. Crawford, who is absent on business of the Prosecution; 
all members of the Defense, with the exception of Mr. Strong and Dr. 
Rau, who are absent on business of the Defense; all of the defendants, 
and the reporter sre present. 

LT. WILLIAM R. PERL resumed the stand and testified further 


through an interpreter as follows: 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: Lt. Perl, you are reminded that you are still 


under oath. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 

Q Do you know the accused Willi Von Chemier, referred to by 
Rieder in Prosecution Exhibit No. P=57=A? 

A Yes, sir, I do. 

Q Is he among the accused? 

A Yes, sir, he is, He is wearing no. 6. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence two picture 
affidavits executed by Max Rieder, bearing the photographs of Erich 
Rumpf and Willi Von Chamier, requests that they be attached to the re- 
cord and marked Prosecution Exhibits Nos. P-57-B and P-57<C, re- 
spectively. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objection to the 
introduction of the picture affidavits, and there is no necessity for 
reading the same. It is further admitted that the two photographs are 
those of the accused Rumpf and Von Chamier. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits offered by the 


Prosecution are admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution 
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Exhibits Pe57-B and P-57=C, respectively. 


(Whereupon the documents referred to were marked and received in 


evidence as Prosecution Exhibits Nos. P=57*B and P-57-C, respectively, 


and are attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: You may cross-examine. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, they do not desire at this 
time to cross-question the witness, 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 

There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution calls as its next witness Walter 
Fransee. 

WALTER FRANSEE, called as a witness for the Prosecution, was sworn 
and testified through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 

Q What is your name? 

A My name is Walter Fransee. 

Q Fransee, what grade or rank did you hold during the Eifel 
offensive in December, 19), and January, 195? 

A Sturmmenn (Pfc.) 

Wheat unit were you in? 


lst Panzer Division, lst Panzer Regiment, 9th Panzer Pioneer 


Are you now a prisoner of war of the United Stetes? 
Yes. 
Where are you being held in custedy? 
A In Camp Dachau. 
Q Did you participate in the Eifel offensive of the German army 
during the period mentioned? 


A Yes. 


(Walter Fransee - Direct) ez 





Q In what type of vehicle did you ride? 
A In the half-track of the let platoon, in the vehicle of the 
lst platoon leader. 
Who was the first platoon leader? 
Qnd Lt. Hering. 
Who was Hering's commanding officer? 
lst Lt. Rumpf. 
Would you know Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf if you saw him again? 
Yes. 
Q Will you look at the defendants on your left and state whe- 


ther or not he is among those present? 


A Can I get up? The number is covered up. 


Q Yes. 
No. 5h. 


Where were you during the early afternoon hours of 17 Decem- 


We approached the Crossroads near Engelsdorf. 


Were you in the vehicle you have previously mentioned at that 


Yes. 
Did you see any German vehicles at all on that Crossroads? 
There were no German vehicles parked there. 
Q Did you see your company commander, Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf, 
at the Crossroads? 
A I did not see Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf. 
State whether or not you saw his vehicle. 
That was standing at the right curb of the road. 
Wheat kind of vehicle was it? 
It was a half-track. 
How did you recognise it as Oberaturmfuehrer Rumpfts vehicle? 


I recognized Unterscharfuehrer Korff in the vehicle. 
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Q Who was Unterscharfuehrer Korff? 

a Unterscharfuehrer Korff was the chief of the headquarters 
section of the company. 

Q Was it customary for him to ride in Rumpf's vehicle? 


A In his capacity as company headquarters commander, yes. 


Q When you entered the Crossroads, which way did you turn? 


A We turned to our left. 

Q Describe the scene that you saw there efter you made this 
left turn. 

A We arrived at the Crossroads end took a sharp left. On our 
right there was a house, and adjacent to that house there was a meadow, 
On that meadow I sew approximately 100 American prisoners of war who 
had been shot. Upon driving along the road, I saw in the ditch near 
to the road an American kmeeling down. 

Q Now, where was this American with respect to the field that 
you have described? 

A The American was about 60 meters beyond the Crossroads. 

Q Will you demonstrate to the Court what position this American 
was in that you have mentioned? 

A Yes. (Indicating) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Very well. Let the record show that the witness 
took a kneeling position on the floor, with his hands reised in front 
of his chest, palms together in « praying position. 

Q Did you observe or see any firing at this time? 

A Upon passing by this kmeeling American, I saw my platoon 
leader, 2nd Lt. Hering, shoot at this man from his 7.65 pistol. 

How far was Hering from this man when he fired? 
About two to three meters. 

Where wes Hering riding in your vehicle? 

He stood next to me, behind the vehicle's cannon. 


How many shots were fired by Hering at this kneeling American? 
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A He fired about two shots. 

Q Did you observe any further shooting, or hear eny further 
shooting efter this incident? 

A Immediately thereafter Untersturmfuehrer Hering shot at an 
American who was coming out from a forest behind the field. 

Q Will you describe how this American held his hands or his 
arms as he came out of these woods? 

A He was coming out of the woods and was holding his hands 
above his head in a closed fashion. 

Q Will you demonstrate how he held his hands? 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Let the record show that the witness raised his 
arms and clasped his hends above his head. 

Q Was this American armed? 

Noe 


How many shots did Hering fire at this American? 


A 
Q 
A He emptied his magazine. 
Q 


How do you know he emptied his magazine? 
A Because he then gave me his empty magazine and a full one 
to reload. 
Q What happened to the American after these shots were fired? 
I saw him collapse toward the front. 


How fer was Hering at the time that he fired at this American? 


A 
Q 
A About 30 meters. 
Q 


And who did you say was Hering's commanding officer at that 
time? 
A = lst Lt. Erich Rumpf. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness, 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
(QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Wahler): 


Q Did you happen to notice how many SP¥*s were present on the 


road adjacent to the pasture? 
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I did not see any beside the SPW of let Lt. Rumpf. 
Did you see any tanke? 


I did not see any tanks. 


What other types of vehicles did you see there? 
We were driving in a convoy of SPW's. 

LT. WAHLER: Will you ask that question again? Will the reporter 
repeat the question? 

(Whereupon the reporter repeated the question.) 

A None, 

Q Do you remember being interrogated on the l2th day of Janu- 
ary, 1945, by Major Oliver Seth, who is an Inspecting General from 
the United States Army? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you remember the Inspecting General asking this question 
and you giving this answer? "Did you see a lerge number of American 
dead in any one group on 17 December 191),2" And did you give this an- 
swer? “I saw 30 dead Americans lying in a field. There were all 
scattered all over the field, over an area about 20 yards square on the 
right side of the road. On the main road, on the corner, was a house, 
and behind the house there was a field, and next to it was a forest. 

I don't remember any burning house." Do you remember giving thst an- 
swer? 

A I don't remember the exact wording of this answer. 

Q Do you remember having been asked this question: "What time 
of day did you pass this place?" To which you gave the answer, "About 
two o'clock in the afternoon we drove by." Do you remember having 
been asked that question and having given that answer? 

A You. 

Q Do you remember then having been asked, "Were there German 
guards attending there, or any tanks there?" Do you remember having 


been asked that question? 
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A Ho. 

Q Did you at any time give this answer; “I saw no Germans at 
this crossroads. Small groups of prisoners will be transferred to the 
rear, but will not be shot.” Do you remember having given that answer? 

A Wo. ‘ 

Q At the time that you were questioned by this Major from the 
Inspecting General's Department, were you sworn under oath at the time 
you made these statements? 

A Yo. 

Q How many times did you speak to Prosecution relative to what 
you testified on direct examination? 

A In Schwaebisch Hall? 

Anywhere. 
And here in Dachau. 


About eight times. 


Q 
A 
Q How many timés were you interrogated? 
A 
Q 


Do you remember the conversation you had with them the first 


Yes. 

And at that time, do you still remember telling them about 
the incident of the shooting of this American prisoner of war in the 
ditch along the road south of Malmedy? 

A I didn't understand. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to this line of 
examination. What this witness told the Proseoution at various times 
during his interrogations is not proper cross examination, unless the 
Defense has some transcript of those interrogations and they intend to 
attack his credibility. We submit that proper cross examination of 
this witness should be confined generally to those things that he has 
testified about on direet examination. 

LT. WAHLER: If the Court please, that is exactly what we are at~ 


tempting to do at this time. We are merely asking him, the witness, 
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Questions relative to conversations that were had with the Prosecution 
which he has testified to on direct exemination. It certainly is within 
the province of the Defense to go into any questions relative to what 
he has testified to on direct exemination. 

LAW MEMBER: Thet is true with respect to any statements he may 
have made which are contrary to statements which he may have made on the 
stand today. You are allowed quite a wide’ latitude in order to discredit 
the witness, but I don't think you can go on a fishing expedition to 
find out what he said in conversations. If you do have such statements,=< 
You may continue your examination upon such evidence as you may heve. 

LT. WAHLER: That is all, if the Court please. 

DEFENSE: If the Court please, Dr. Pfister would like to ask the 
witness a few questions. 

QUESTIONS BY DR. PFISTER: 

Q How far was Rumpf away from you as you were passing the Ameri- 
can who was later shot? 

A I did not see Obersturmfuehrer Rumpf at that instant. 

Q Could you hear him talk? 

A Noe 

Q Who of the men were near you when, according to your statement, 
Hering shot the kcieeling American? 

A The personnel of my half-track. 

Q Will you please give the names of the personnel of the half- 
track? 

A The driver was Paul Buth, then Pritz Pupkiliess and Spaeh, 
Untersturmfuehrer Hering, and I. 

Did you yourself see Hering shoot? 


Yes. 


A 
Q Who of the personnel of the vehicle might have seen that, too? 
A 


Possibly Pupkilies. 


DR. PFISTER: Thank you, 
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DEFENSE: No further cross exemination. 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: Nothing on redirect. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 


There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 
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CAPT, SHUMACKER: Call Paul Buth. 

PAUL BUTH, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 

and testified through an interpreter as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 

What is your name? 

Buth. 

First name? 

Paul. 

What grade or rank did you hold during the Eifel 

in December 19)? 

Private. 

What unit were you in at that time? 


Ninth Panzer Pioneer Company, 1st SS Panzer Regiment, 


Who was your commanding officer? 

My platoon leader was 2nd Lt. Hering. 

Who was your company commander? 

1st Lt. Rumpf, 

In what type of vehicle did you ride in during the 


In a half-track. 

Q Can you name the personnel in that half-track other 
than yourself? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you do so? 

A 2nd Lt. Hering, Sturmann Fransee, radio operator, as 
a gunner Sturmann Pupkilies, as 2nd gunner Sturmann Spaeh, as 
1st gunner Sturmann Bemmer, 
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* What was your position in this SPW? 


I was an SPW driver. 
Q Where were you around 2:00 o'clock on the afternoon 
of the 17th of December 19)? 
A I arrived at the Crossroads at 2800 o'clock in the 
afternoon, 
Q Where was this Crossroad with respect to a village by 
the name of Engelsdorf? 
You mean in what direction Engelsdorf was from there? 


Yes, in what direction was Engelsdorf from the Cposs- 


Southwest. 

About how far was Engelsdorf from the Crossroads? 
The number of kilometers is hard to estimate. 

Will you step over to Prosecution's Exhibit No. 3 on 


to your right, and locate the Crossroads you are refer=- 


(The witness did as directed.) 

(Pointing) This is the spot. 

And from which direction did you approach this Cross- 

you have pointed out on Prosecution's Exhibit No, 3? 

Down this street from the Northeast. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: May the record show that when the 
witness was asked to locate the Crossroads, he pointed to a 
crossroad on Exhibit 3, at the village of Baugnez. (To the 
witness) Will you resume the stand. 

(Whereupon the witness resumed the stand.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker) Cont'd.): 

Q Did your vehicle stop at any time shortly before you 

(Paul Buth = Direct) 
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entered that intersection? 

4 Yes. 

Q How far from the Crossroads? 

a We stopped once about 2 kilometers away from the 
Crossroads, 

Q Did you stop again as you neared the Crossroads? 

A In front of the Crossroads, immediately in front of 
the Crossroads we stopped again, 

Q How far from the intersection itself? 

It might have been 60 to 80 meters. 


A 
Q And why did you stop there? 
Aa 


Because I wanted to get my old place in the convoy 
back. 
Q Did you get your velicle back into its proper place 
in the convoy? 
Yes, 


When you entered this Crossroad, which way did you 


In the direction towards Engelsdorf, 
Was that to your right or to your left? 
Turned to the left, towards Engelsdorf, 
Q Will you describe the scene that you saw after making 
that lefthand turn? 
A In the instant, while I was taking a sharp left, an 
SPW passed my SPW and it contained Unterscharfuehrer Haas, who 
was from the "S" group, 
Q What do you mean by the "S" group? 
A The "S" group was the punishment group in the 9th 
Panzer Pioneer Company, 
Q What did you see on the righthand side of the road, 
(Paul Buth - Direct) 
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after making this turn? 

A Immediately upon taking this sharp left, I was able to 
see some dead American prisoners of war on the field towards the 
left. 

Q Did you say "towards the left"? 

A Right -- to the right. 

Q Dan you tell how many were dead, how many were wounded 
or how many were playing dead at that time? 

A No, I couldn't determine that. 

Q What did Haas do after he passed your vehicle? 

A Haas fired two or three bursts from his machine pistol 
in the direction of those Americans, shooting from his vehicle, 
Q Could you see any evidence of any wounds on these 

Americans that you mve described? 

A One could only see some bloody faces on some of those 
Americans, otherwise there was nothing to be seen. 

Q Could you tell whether the blood was fresh or whether 
it was old? 

A One could see that it was fresh blood, 

Q How could you tell that? 

A Blood that is clotted is of a darker color than fresh 
blood. 

Q Did you see or hear any other shooting after Haas fired 
these bursts into those Americans? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you describe that shooting? 

A About 50 meters behind that Crossroad an American was 


sitting on the right side, he was sitting on his knees and had 


his hands in front of his chest, like this (indicating). 


Q And what happened? 
A Haas also fired two bursts from his machtne pistol on 


this American, upon passing him, 
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Q From your position as driver in your SPW, could you 
tell whether or not these shots that Haas fired struck the 
target? 

A I was not able to determine that because I had to 
concentrate my attention upon the road again, 

Q Where was Untersturmfuehrer Hering riding in your SPW 
with respect to where you were stting? 

A ‘ Untersturmfuehrer Hering was in my SPW. 

Was he sitting besides you? 
No, he was standing behind, behind the cannon, 


Could you see Untersturmfuehrer Hering from your posi- 


No, I could not. 

Q Do you know whether or not he fired at this kneeling 
American? 

A I don't know that because I didn't see that. 

Q Would you necessarily hear the sound of a weapon if 
he did fire? 

A It would be perfectly easy to hear a shot fired from 
& pistol caliber 7.65 on top of the noise made by my SPW. 

Q Will the witness please repeat his answer to the last 
question? 

A It is perfectly possible that I might miss hearing a 
shot fired from a 7,65 caliber pistol, considering the noise 
made by my SPW. 

Q After this shooting that you have described by Haas, 
did you see or hear any other shooting as you moved down the 
road? 

A Yes. 


Q Will you describe that shooting? 
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Aa I later saw one American coming out of the forest. 
He was no longer wearing a steel helmet nor did he bear any arms, 
He had his hands up. Unterscharfuehrer Haas also shot him. 
Q How far was the vehicle that Haas was in from your SPW 
at that time? 
A = No more than twenty (20) meters. 
In front of your SPW or behind you? 


Q 
A In front of my SPW, 
Q 


Was there anything between your SPW and the one he was 


A No. 

Q Do you know whether or not Untersturmfuehrer Hering did 
any shooting at this American? 

A No, I couldn't see that, 

Q On the next day, 18 December 194), did you hear Hering 
make any statements about any shooting that he had done the day 
before? 

A I heard it when he made some comments while shaving, in 
Stoumont, the next day, 

Q What did he say? 

A I cannot remember the exact words but I do remember the 
substance of it. 

Q Well, state the substance, 

A His orderly was cleaning his pistol, and he said, "Well, 
this is a good pistol I have here. Yesterday J bumped off an 
American at a distance of fifty meters. by shooting him through the 
head", 

Q And what company was Heas -- was Herring su 

A They were both in the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company. 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Your witness. 


(Paul Buth - Direct) 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Col, Dwinell)s 
Q You said you turned left when you got to the Crossroads, 


Did your SPW continue to move or did it stop at some place near 


the Crossroads? 
A No, I kept on driving. 

How fast did you go? 
A maximum of eight kilometers per hour. 
Your SPW has a lefthand drive, hasn't it? 
Yes. 
And who sits on your right? 
Nobody was sitting on the right. 
Is there a radio on the right of you? 
There was a radio on the right. 
Is it a very large radio? 
No. 


There is no opening pn the right of your vehicle is 


There is an opening. 
What is the size of the opening? 
A That is the same kind of a porthole in the tank just 
as it is for the driver, 
What is the size of it? How long and how wide? 
Thirty by fifteen centimeters, 
Who was the radio operator in your BPW? 
Fransee. 
Was he in the vehicle? 
Yes. 
Whereabouts? 
(Pauk Bett: — Grese) 





A He was behind, at the radio. 

Q Did Fransee at any time get out of the vehicle while 
you were at the Crossroads? 

4 No. 

Q Did you at any time get out of the vehicle while you 
were at the Crossroads? 


A =-No, I didn't get out either. 


Q So that all you know about what happened somebody has 
told you, is that right? 

a I only said what I saw myself, 

LT. COL. DWINELL: That is all. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister): 

Q What do you estimate the distance to be from the 
prisoner of war lying in the field and your SPW? 

A Does that refer to the instance when I was turning or 
when I stopped before the street crossing? 

Q At the instance at which you claim to have seen the 
Americans lying in the field, 

A Between 12 to 15 meters. 

Q How big is this room here? 

A Twenty-two to twenty-five meters long, approximately. 

Q While driving past there did you already think of 
whether that was clotted blood or fresh blood? 

A I thought about it immediately, because it could be 
easily seen that it was fresh blood, 

Q And simltaneously you paid attention to the route which 
you were driving? 

A It may have been only a very few seconds, but I can 
recall the picture very well today, 

Q Were you driving or standing stil] at that moment? 
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a I was turning left at that moment, 
Q At what instant did the man who in your opinion did 
the shooting, namely Haas, fire? 
A At the instant at which I have already made the turn. 
Q Can you tell whether your turn was already completed? 
A My turn was completed. 
Q While turning, could you observe what happened besides 
tarning? 
I was able to observe the SPW driving ahead of mine. 
Was that the instance at which the shot was fired? 
The shot was fired at that instance, 
Were you able to recognize the man doing the shooting? 
Yes, I could recognize him precisely. 
Isn't it possible that you just heard this? 
No, I saw it exactly, 
Would you identify Haas? 
Haas isn't among them (indicating), 


Is a man named Hering among the accused to your left?’ 


A 
a 
A 
Q 
4 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


No. 

Q How do you know that the man who did the shooting was 
shooting with a pistol whose caliber was supposed to be 7.657 

A I didn't claim to have seen Untersturmfuehrer Hering 
do any shooting. 

Q You stated that the caliber was 7.65. How do you know 
that? 

A Because a 7.65 was the only caliber pistol that Unter- 
sturmfuehrer Hering was carrying. 

Q Do you know Hering for quite awhile? 

A Yes. 

Q Was this 7.65 caliber pistol a pistol still in use or 
(Paul Buth - Cross) 
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was it an obsolete model? 
A It was still commonly used with officers. 
Q Since you knew Hering so well and for so long a time, 


as you stated, do you know where Hering got his ammunition from, 


because that ammunition was no longer in use then? 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to 
that question; it is argumentative. 

PRESIDENT: Objection sustained, 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Pfister) Cont'd.) 
Q One more question, Do you consider it possible that 
you might be making a mistake as to the man who fired? 
A As far as the person Haas is concerned, no» 
Q Then how do you explain that the conversation started 
the next morning while shaving, about the shooting of the American? 
A Becase I heard that conversation. 
DR. PFISTER: No further questions, 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: No redirect. 
QUESTIONS BY THE COURT: 

LAW MEMBER: Who was the man doing the shooting in Haas! 

SPW when they passed the Crossroads? 
A That was Haas himself. 

PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court? There 

appear to be none, the witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the excused witness withdrew. ) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next witness, 
Mr. Elowitz. 

MORRIS ELOWITZ, called as a witness for the prosecution, 
resumed the stand and testified further through an interpreter as 
follows: 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Mr. Elowitz, you are ‘reminded that you 


(Morris Elowitz - Redirect) 
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are still under oath. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Cont'd. ) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt, Shumacker): 
Q Are you the same Morris Elowits who has previously 
testified in this case? 
A I an 


Q During the course of your interrogation at I,P, No, 2, 


Schwaebisch Hall, did you have occasion to interrogate one, Hans 
Hennecke? 
A Yes. 


Q As a result of that interrogation, did he make a state~ 


A Yes, sir. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter a statement and 
request that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 58 for identi- 
fication. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 58 for identification by the reporter.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker ): 

Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit No. 58 for identifica- 
tion, and ask you whether or not you know the handwriting and the 
signature thereon? 

A Ido. It is in the handwriting and it is the signature 
of Hans Hennecke, 

Were you present when it was signed? 

I was. 

Was the statement sworn to? 

Yess 

Was that statement made voluntarily? 

Yes. 


(Morris Elowitz - Redirect) 
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Q Did you employ any force or duress, or make any threats 
to obtain that statement? 
A = Now 
Q Did you make any promises of any Icind to Hennecke to 
obtain that statement? 
A No, 
Who administered the oath? 
Capt. Shumacker. 
Can you identify Hans Hennecke? 
Yes. 
Is he among the accused present? 
Yes, sir. 
What number is he wearing? 
Twenty-three, 


Is that the same Hans Hennecke who signed this statement? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


It is. 

CAPT. SHUMACKERs Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecu- 
tion's Exhibit that has been marked P-58 for identification, 
requests that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution 
Exhibit P-58, 

PRESIDENT: Any objection by the defense? 

LT. COL. DWINELL: The defense objects to the evidence 
on the grounds previously stated, 

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled. The exhibit 
offered by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be 
marked Exhibit P-58, 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit No, 58, and is attached hereto and made a part of the 


record.) 
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CAPT, SHUMACKER: The prosecution offers in evidence a 
true and correct English translation of its Exhibit P-58, request 
that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit 
Pa5b=A. 

DEFENSE: No objection on behalf of the defense. 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit 


offered by the prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be 


marked "PoSOmd. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in evidence 
as Prosecution Exhibit No. 58-A, and is attached hereto and made 
a part of the record.) 

CAPT, SHUMACKERs Prosecution requests permission to 
read its Exhibit P-58-A. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: (Reading)... 


"I, Hans HENNECKE, Untersturmfuehrer, declare under 
oath: 


"In December 1944, I was Platoon Leader of the lst 
Platoon, lst Company, SS Panzer Regiment 1, LSSAH and in 
this capacity took part in the ARDENNES offensive. On the 
17 December 1944, I was going with my company in the direc- 
tion of ENGELSDORF. Between 2;00 and 2:30 P.M. I arrived 
at the cross-road about three kilometers before ENGELSDORF 
(which appears on the attached sketch which I have drawn). 
My tank and Unterscharfueshrer RICHART's arrived alone at the 
cross-roads because between LOSHEIM and BUELLINGEN I lost my 
company as 4 result of a traffic jam and fueling in HONSEELD. 
As I approached the cross-road which leads to ENGELSDORF, I 
sideswiped with my tank, the left side of an SPW which was 
standing on the right side of the street near the corner. I 
assume that this was the tank of Obersturmmfuehrer RUMPF, 9th 
Col, SS Panzer Regiment 1, because Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF came 
running up to me when T had sideswiped his SPW and wounded 4 
man who had been standing alongside the SPW. Obersturmfuehrer 
RUMPF was very angry and "bawled me out" because of the acci- 
dent. When I was standing alongside of the SPW, I observed 
one or two men standing by the machine gun and working on it. 
It appeared that they were cleaning it or repairing it. 


"I drove very slowly farther; Unterscharfuehrer RICHARTS 


followed me, and I saw no other German vehicles in the : 
vicinity. As I was passing the house which lies on the right 
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side of the street (as indicated on my sketch), I stood 

on the turret of my tank and was looking in the direction 
I was going, and Sturmann Ernst ROCK, my loader, stood 
behind me on the engine of my tank. When we went by the 
place where the American P W's lay (as indicated on my 
sketch) Sturmann ROCK called to me, "Untersturmfuehrer, 
there lie some men and they are all dead." JI turned around 
and saw that fifteen or twenty dead Americans were lying to 
my right in the field. I saw them lying in a heap, and 
from the manner in which they were lying I could see that 
they had not fallen in combat. No weapons were lying near 
them. ROCK cried out a moment later, "Shouldn't we stop?" 
I paid no attention to that because I was looking ahead and 
watching the street. A moment later I heard machine pistol 
bursts behind me. I turned around and saw ROCK with a 
machine pistol in his hand. The machine pistol was always 
lying to my right, within easy reach, on the turret, I 
assume that ROCK picked it up without my seeing it when we 
passed by there. I shouted to ROCK, "Lay off, that 
doesn't concern us, we are going ahead, ROCK thereupon 
laid the'machine pistol down on the turret again. 


"The event with the bursts, which I have described 
above consisted of several bursts with short intervals 
between, I estimate that the intervals consisted of two 
or three seconds. Judging from the direction in which 
ROCK was holding the machine pistol, I assume that he 
shot in the direction of the PW's. After this incident, 
we continued on in the direction of ENGELSDORF, 


"T make this statement of my own free will, without 
coercion, threats or promises of reward. 


"(Signed) Hans HENNECKE 
17 Danuary 1946. 


"sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 17 day of January, 1946 
(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, 
Captain CMP" 


(Whereupon the statement.was read in German by the interpreter.) 





CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence one picture 
affidavit executed by Hans Hennecke bearing the photo of Erich 
Rumpf and reques® that it be attached to therecord and marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit 58=B, 

DEFENSE: There is no objection on behalf of the Defense or 
necessity for reading the same and the picture is admitted to be that 
of the accused, Rumpfe 

PRESIDENT: Theron being no objection, the exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit 
MP5BB. a 

(Whereupon the document roferred to having been previously 
identified and marked by the reporter was received in evidence as 
Prosecution’s Exhibit "P-58B" and is attached hereto and made a 
part of the records) 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lte Colonel Dwinell): 

Q Mre Elowits, how many times was Hennecke interrogated prior 
to 17 January, the time when the present statemmt was signed? 

I don*t remembers 


A 
Q Were you in charge of the interrogation of Hennecke? 
Aa 


Teste 
Q Do you know whether Hennecke was required to submit to a 
ceremony or mock trial of any kind? 
No. 
You dontt know, or he was not submitted? 
I dontt know. 
Did you have many conversations with Hennecke before the 17th? 
Yes, I had some conversations. 
Was the statement of the 17th dictated by you? 
Yes, it was dictated by me after Hennecke had made some 


oral statementse 





Q Did Hennecke at any time tell you that he had been suffering 
from bead injuries and that it was difficult for him at that tine 
to remember what to put in the statement? 

A Yes, he aid he was suffering from a head wound, but he 
dida't say it was difficult to remember what to put in the statenmt. 
He said it was difficult for him toremmber what had happened and he 
would like more time to remember. 

Q And during the process of dictation, he at times complained 
about the inaccuracies of the statement you were requiring him to 
put down? 

A No, he didn't because when the time came for hin to write 
the statement he had pretty well decided what had happened. 

Q De you know whether Hennecke was physically mistreated in 
any way? 

A No, he wasn't. 

DEFENSEs Wo further cross. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Wo redirect. 

PRESIDENT: There appear to be no questions by the Court. Witness 


exouseds 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The Prosecution would like to recall Lieutenmt 
Perl. 

1st Lieutenant WILLIAM R. PERL, recalled as a witness for the 
Prosecution testified as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accusede) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker)s 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Lieutenant Perl, you are reminded you are 
stillunder oath. Are you the same Lieutenant William Re Perl who has 
previously testified in this case? 





A Yes, I ame 

Q During the course of your interrogations at IP Number 2, 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate one, 
Kurt Briesemeister? 

4 Yes, sire 

Q Is be among the accused present? 

a Yes, he is and he is wearing Nusber Se 

PRESIDENT: Mumber 5 stand up, Sit dows 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKR: Prosecution hands the reporter a statement 
and requests that it be marked Prosecutionts Exhibit P=59 for 
identifications 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecutionts 

Exhibit P59 for identification by the reportere) 

Q Did Briesemeister the man you have just identified as wearing 


Wumber 5 ever make a statement to you? 


a Yes, sire 
Q Was that an oral or written statement? 
A It was an oral statement first and then it was dictated to 
hing 
Q I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit marked 59 for identification 
and ask you whetha@ or not you know the handwriting and signature thereon? 
A Yes, sire Itwas written and signed by Kurt Briesemeister. 
Was it signed in your presence? 
Yes, sire It wate 
Is the statement sworn to? 
Yes, sire 
Who administered the oath? 
I dide 
Was the statement made voluntarily? 


> DP Pr DPD Fe © > ff 


Yes, sire 
Q Did you empley any force, duress er threats to obtain that 
statement? 


Perl = Redirect 





a Woy sire 


Q Did you make any promises of any kind to obtain that 
otatenent? 


a No, sire 

CAPTAIN SHUACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence its 
exhibit which was marked 59 for identification and requests that 
it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit "P59", 

Lt- COLONEL DWINELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on the 
grounds previously stateds 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. The exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit "P59, 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecutions 
Exhibit Number 59 and is attached hereto and made a part of the 
records) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct Eaglish translation of its Exhibit "P=59" and requests that it 
be attached to the record as Prosecution's Exhibit "P=59A". 

DEFENSE: We objection on behalf of the Defenses 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked 
"P=59AMs 

(Whereupon the document referred to having been previously 
identified and marked by the reporter was received in evidence as 
Prosecutionts Exhibit "P-59A" and is attached hereto and mde a 
part of the records) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permission to read 
its exhibit "P59A". 


PRESIDENTs Granted» 





CAPTAIN SHUMACKER (Reading) 


ee Uscha. Kurt BRIESEMEISTER being duly sworn state 
8 


"During the EIFEL offensive in December 19h, I was 
a member of the lst platoon, lst company, let SS Panser © 
Regte ISSAH. My platoon leader was Untersturaf, Hans 
HENNECKEs My company commander was Ostuf. Karl KREMBER. 


"1, Until the 11.12.19) our company was stationed 
in FRIESHEIM, near Colognes At the time wo were still 
stationed in FRIESHEIM therewith before the 11.1219. 
Ustuf. HENNECKE delivered to us, the whole company, a 
speech in woods near FRIESHEIM, Amongst other things 
Ustuf. HENNECKE said in this speech that we should 
remember that the brothers and relatives of the Amricans 
we were going te see have throm bombs on Germany and 
that we should take revenge for thate Amonget other 
things he also said, "Everything that comes before our 
barrele will be bumped off". I don't know if Ustuf 
HENNECKE mentioned prisoners of war especially at that. 
However, from his words, it was clear to be seen that 
we should alse takerevenge on the pwisoners of war in 
the coming offensive, and that no prisoners of war should 
be takens 


"2e In the late afternoon hours of the 1712.19) I 
came to a crossroads in the vicinity of ENGEISDORF. At 
this place coming from BUELLINGEN the street turns sharply 
to the left to ENGELSDORF, while the continuation of the 
atreet on which I came leads to MALMEDYe From this cross= 
roads it is still about 3 kilometers to BIGEISDORF. A® 
that time I commanded Tank ll, These numerals indicate: 
1st Company, 1st Platoon, kth vehicles The crew of this 
tank (of my Mark IV tank) consisted besides me of the 
following persons. Uscha. Rudi STORM (Driver), Rttf. 
Josef HESS (Radie operator) Scht%. NUECHTER (Ioader) and 
Strme TIEHLIKE (Gunner). 


"I had steering damage on my tank and therefore 
stopped exactly at the crossroads described, and it was 
about 10 meters in front of the crossing of the street 
which comes from BUELLINGHTe At this spot I parked my 
tank at the left side of the street. Hereby I turned the 
gum barrel to 9 otclocks 


"Te my estimation it was about 1530 in the afternoons 
However it might have been also a little earlier or later, 
anyway it was still completely lights 


"at first we repaired the damage on our tank which 
took about 15 minutes. During this time no one had left 
the tank or the immediate vicinity of the tanks 


"On the other side of the street crossing and 
therewith in the direction of the street leading to 
ENGELSDORF a house stood directly at the crossroads and 
a field was adjacent to this house, in which to my 
estimation lay about 50 to 60 American prisoners of war 
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of war who were evidently wounded by being shot at, and 
the greatest part was apparently dead alreadye 


"As soon as we were finished with repairing the 
vehiole, Uschae STORM and Rttf. HESS went into the 
field in which the prisoners layg Before they went away 
they said, "We are going to have a look if some are still 
alive." Then I saw Uscha. STORM and Rttf. HESS walking 
amongst the Americans in the field firing mrcy shots 
at the Americans who were still moving. Right thereupon 
Schusts NUECHTER, and Stm, THIELIKE came also into the 
field (NUECHTER and THIELIKE had gotten on an American 
truck for several minutes to get chocolate there) In 
the meanwhilealse I had come to the field, However I 
didn't go into the field butremained standing at the 
roadediteh near the house and then also saw NUECHTER 
as well as THIELIKE walk around between the prisoners in 
the field. Hereby Schts. NUECHTER as well as Strm. THIELIKE 
held their pistols in their hands but I don't remember having 
seen as NUECHTER and THIELIKE shot. However I saw Uschas 
STORM as well as Rttf. HESS shoot with tieir pistols at the 
prisoners who were still mvinge I don't know any longer 
how many shots each one of them fired. 


"Thereupon I went back to my tank and dismantled the 
radie operatorts MG This is an MeGe 3he Strme NUECHTER 
aided m with the dismantling of the MeGe because I ad 
said, "I want to direct a little strafing fire at the 
Americanse" Together with Strm, NUECHTER I then carried 
the dismantled M.Ge from my tank to the road ditch before 
the field in whioh the Americ prisoners of war laye Then 
I shot about 70 to 80 shots into the Americans lying on the 
ground while NUECHTER held the MeGe on his shouldere The 
other men of my tank crew had naturally by that time come 
out of the field, I didn't see the shots land in the 
ground and therefore assumed that at least the largest 
part hit the bodies of the Americans lying on the grounde 


"3e Immediately thereupon, my men, which ones I don't 
know, set the barn afire which bordered directly to the 
field with the prisoners, and apparently belonged to the 
larger house situated next to ite I didntt know yet at 
that time that American prisoners of war from the field 
had fled into this house to be smoked out in this manner. 
Only when I saw unarmed American soldiers run out of this 
house I knew that prisoners had kept themselves hidden in 
this barne There were 6 to 7 in my estimations They ran 
towards the woods, and I now shot at the American prisoners 
of war who were running away, with the MeGe which again at 
that time I had laid on the shoulder of Strm. NUECHTER. I 
didn't call "Halt" to them before I shot but started shooting 
right awaye I dantt know if I hit the Americans, I believe 
that all succeeded to get away into the woodse Thereupon 
I went back to my tank and remounted the MgGe 


"he Befere I drove off I turned the cannon barrel towards 
the house situated at the street northwards of the street fork 
and shot into the house with my 75 mm, cannon, from a distance 
which I don't know any more exactlye Howsver, I estimate it 
as about 150 meters, There was no battle activity of any 
kind at that time and also from the house there was no motive 
given to shoot. I did that more or less out of fune 
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woman had a pistol in her hands" 


"I have prepared a sketch on which I have pictured the 
crossroads and the localities mentioned in my statement. 


I have marked the drawing with "A". The numarals on it 
indicate; 


le wy tank 26 House next to field 
3. Barn 4. Field with prisoners of war 
5e Spot where I shot with the Med» at Americans lying on 


the ground. at 
60 Spot from where I shot/the Americans who ran out of the 
barn. 
Te The Amarican prisoners of war who ran out of the barne 
8. The house at which I shot with my canons 


Stayement of Briesemeister 
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(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1550 hours. ) 
PRESIDENT: Court will come to order. 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the 

record show that all members of the Court,all mem- 
bers of the prosecution, all members of the defense 
with the exception of Dr. Rau who is absent on busi- 
ness of the defense, all of the defendants and 
reporter are present. 

WILLIAM PERL, a witness for the prosecution, 
resumed the stand and testified further through an 
interpreter as follows: 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Lt. Perl,you are reminded 
that you are still under oath. 

The prosecution, with the Court's permission, 
will continue reading the statement of Kurt Briese- 
meister. 

PRESIDENT: Proceed. 

CAPT. SHUNMACKERs (Reading) 

"5, In the night of 17th to 18th December 

1944 4n STAVELOT, I shot an American soldier with 

my pistol, but I don't believe that he was a 

prisoner of war. I entered a house and to my 

surprise an American opened the door for me. bY 
don't know whether he carried any weapons. fter 

a shat exchan of words I shot him with ® shot 

aimed at the chest. 

"6, On the 19th Dec 44 the then Rttf 

Unterscharfuehrer Willi \1HNES told me t 

STAVELOT on the previous d e had fired 


Panzerfaust into a room wht were civi 
Lil tse har HE? ; “Old me hat 


On account of th 
fled from the American prisoner 
on the 2lst Oct 1945. In the 


been apprehended arain 


in the Russian Zone 


already reviewer 





Conmunistic Youth Movement "Free German Youth" 

and responsible for propaganda, radio, and in - 
doctrination. Upon my apprehension, as reason 

for my escape from the American prisoner camp, I 
told the Russian officers that the Americans were 
evidently planning a new war against Russia and 
that we SS men should apparently be used in it. I 
also said for these reasons in the American 

prison camps, the officers were wearing their rank 
insignia again and that the SS men are being 
organized in battalions and companies in the SS 
camps in the American zone. Why I told the Russians 
these untruths I don't know any more. 


"T have made this statement voluntarily and 
out of my own will, uninfluenced by force, threats 
or harsh treatment and uninfiuenced by promises 
of any kind. 


"I swear before God that the statements which 
I have made in this affidavit are true and I am 
prepared to repeat them under oath before any 
court. 


Kurt BRIESEMBISTER 
8S Unterscharfuehrer 
4 April 1946. 


Witnessed: 


Raphael SHUMACKER 
Capt. CMP 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this fourth day of April 1946 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany 

William R. Perl 

lst Lt. M.I. 0555149 

Tnvy 
(Whereupon the statement was read in 

You may cross 


The defense 


desire to cross examine 


(Whereupor 


next witness, Kurt Plohmann. 





KURT PLOHMANN, a witness for the prosecution, 
having been resworn, resumed the stand and testified 
further through an interpreter as follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 


What is your name? 


Q 
A Kurt Plohmann. 
Q 


Did you previously testify in this case? 

A Yes. 

Q What grade did you have during the Eifel 
offensive? 

A I was an Unterscharfuehrer. 

"} I want to remind the witness to speak out 
loudly so the Court and the accused and the counsel 
can hear. 

A Yes. 

What company were you in? 

T was a member of the 1st company. 

Do you remember refueling your vehicle at 
any time on 17 December 19447 


Yes, and that happened 


4 n the town of 





afternoon of that same day 17 December 1944? 
A We were at the cross roads near Engelsdorf. 
Qo 


Q Before entering this cross road, did you 


pass any other German vehicle? 


A We didn't pass any other car while going to 


the cross road, and we stopped on the lefthand side 
of the Panzer of Unterscharfuehrer Briesemeister. 

Q Did the vehicle that you were riding in come 
to a halt? 

A Yes. 

Q How do you know it was the tank of Unter- 
scharfuehrer Briesemeister? 

A My commender Unterscharfuehrer Hennecke 
went up the tank and started a conversation with 
Unterscharfuehrer Briesemeister, and 
us later on that this had been the tank of Unter- 
scharfuehrer Briesemeister. 

you see Briesemeister yourself? 


I couldn't see Unterscharfuehrer 


did not leave the 





A As far as I can remember, Unterscharfuehrer 
Briesemeister made still the following remark on the 
24th of December after we had tried or after we had 
started to break out of the encirclement, that he 
had executed an American soldier near a house at 
the crossroads, that furthermore he fired upon a 
house on which he had found firearms and that he went 
among the dead lying near the corner and still 
finished off with his pistol the ones who weren't 
actually dead at that time. 

Q And when do you say you heard Briesemeister 
relate these facts which you have just stated? 


A This must have been in the early hours of 


the 24th of December. 


Q Who else was present when Briesemeister 
made this statement? 
As far as I can remember Rottenfuehrer 
Sturmann Luhn and Sturmann Schweiner were 


The others were not known to me by their 


Would you know the Briesemeister you are 
about if you saw him again? 
only saw Unterscharfuehrer Priesemeiste r 
times at that time 


that I could identify him. 


A Yes. 


(Kurt Plohmann - Redirect) 
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Do you see him ? 

a : 

What number is he wearing ? 

Number 5. 

PROSECUTIONs The Prepcoutton requests that Number 5 be 
asked to stand up. 


ee ee ee es 


PRESIDENT: Number 5 stand up. 
(Whereuponthe accused arose) 
PRESIDENT: Sit down. 
Q Is the man you have just identified as wearing number 5, 


the man whe made these statements on the mrning of 21; December 19) 


which you have just related 7? 

A Yes. 

Q Is there any doubt in your mind as to whether the man 
wearing mumber 5 is the same man ? 

A Well! as far as I recollect he was heavier built at the 
time. 

Q Have you seen Briesemeister since that time 7? 

Noe 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court the Defense does not 
desire to interrogate the witness at this time, but there was a 
question on the translation that has just been called to my attention: 

DEFENSE:(Col. EVERETT) = Did you hear Dr Leiling ? 

Dr-LEILING: Yes. 

DEFENSE:)Col. EVERETT) - As far as I know the witness 
stated "Briesemeister 'shot' the man " - whereas the interpreter 
translated it as "executed the man", 

PROSECUTION: The Defense is absolutely correct and the 
Prosecution agrees that the record should be "the witness 'shot' 
the man, instead of "executed the man". 

PRESIDENT: The record will be corrected accordingly. There 
appear to be no further questions - the witness is excused. 


(Plohmann- redirect) 


(9 





(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew) 


PROSECUTION: The Prosecution desires to recall Captain 
Shumacker to the stand. 

Captain RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, was recalled by the Prosecution 
and testified further through an interpreter as follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution hands the reporter a statement 
to be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-6O for identification. 

Q Captain Shumacker, during the course of your investigation 

of the Malmedy case did you ever have occasion to interrogate one 


I did sir. 
Did he make a statement ? 
Yes sir. 
Was it oral or written ? 
First he made an oral statement, then he wrote that statement 
in his om handwriting. 
Q Can you identify this Hubert Huber ? 
A Yes sir. 
Q Take a look at the defendants, and see if Hubert Huber is 
among them ? 
a Yes sir, he is wearing number 27. 
PRESIDENT : Number 27 stand up 
(Whereupon the accused arose) 
PRESIDENT: Sit down. 
Q Captain, I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit P-60 for identif- 
ication - will you tell me if you can identify it ? 
A Yes sir, this is the written statement of Hubert Huber, the 
man I have just mentioned - I have just identified. 
Q Was that statement signed in your presence ? 
A Yes sir, I administered the oath. 


(Shumacker-redirest) 
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Was the statement given voluntarily ? 


It was. 


i Alan ith 


Did you use any force or threats to obtain this statement ? 

No sir. 

Did you use any duress or coercion ? 

No sir. 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution offers in evidence as Pros- 
ecution's Exhibit P-60 for identification, statement of Hubert Huber 
to be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P60. 

DEFENSE:(Lt Col DWINELL). The Defense objects to the 
evidence on the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection over-ruled. The Exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked “rosecution's 
Exhibit P-60. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked and 
identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit P-60, is 
attached hereto and made part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution offers ineridence true and 
correct English translation of its Exhibit P-60, to be attached to 
the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-60—A. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection , the Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-60-A. 

(Whereupon the said document was received in evidence as Prosecution's 
Exhibit P-60-A: is attached hereto and made part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution requests permission to read 

Exhibit P-60-A to the Court. 


(Whereupon the document referred to was read to the Court in the Inglish 
language as follows:) 


" I, Hulert Huber, first being duly sworn, make the following 


statement under oath: 


(statement-Huber) 
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I am 27 years of age and h ave been in the SS since 
1938. During the Eifel offensive in December 19), I was in the 
6th Panser Companym 1st SS Panzer Division LAH, with the renk 
of Oberscharfuehrer. I was tank commander of Tank No.625, a 
Mark IV, in the second platoon. My company commander at this 
time was SS Obersturmfuehrer Benoni Junker, and my platoon 
leader was SS Obersturmfuehrer Sieg. The ‘toon leader of the 
first platoon was 8S Unters turafuenter Ste er. The members 
of my tank crew other than myself were as follows? 


8S Sturmann Grischats, Martin - Qunner 
8S Sturmann Schroder, (FNU) - loader 
SS Schutse or Obersclutze Schreier(FNU)- Radio operator 
SS Sturmmann Rauch, Josef (7) - Driver 


Prior to moving to the assembly area in the woods near 
Blankenheim, the Ist SS Panzer Battalion, commanded by 88 Sturm- 
bannfuehrer Foetschke was located in Pliesheim. On either the 
10th, 11th ot 12th of December 191,, SS Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke 
called a meting of all the tank commanders. This meeting was 
held in @ villa between Pliesheim and Frieshein. In addition 
to the tank commanders, all officers in the battalion attended 
this meeting except those who were not available by reason of 
other duties. Insofar as the officers in my company are con- 
cerned I remember definitely that these were present? 


SS Obersturmfuehrer Junker 

SS Untersturmfuehrer Steiniger 
SS Obersturmfuehrer Sieg 

SS Untersturmfuehrer Asmssen 


I do not believe that SS Obersturmfuehrer Sternebeck was present 
there. In the room where the meeting was held there was a large 
sand-table where we were briefed on the area of the attack, and 

so forth. Poetschke spoke substantially as follows’ 


" The attack will start within the next few days and + 
believe that we will go back » the old battle ground from 
which we retrested. When we enter this area we will 
shoot out of all barrels, and anything that shows itself, 
whether soldier or civilian, will be bumped off.No mercy 
will be shown towards anybody. I do not know exactly when 


the attack will start -- it might be within a few hours 
or it might be within a few days." 


After making this statement, he continued to say that ifmy 
os uf showed any consideration for the enemy or the civilians, 
no consideration would be shown such a soldier by him. SS 
Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke's method of not showing any consider- 
ation to his Tank commanders caused him to force them to stand 


exposed to the dangers on the ends of their tanks during the 
attack. 


Prior to the formal statement by Poetschke, each tank comm- 
ander had to sign a statement, reading substantially as follows‘ 


" Thereby declare that I shall commit myself whole- 
heartedly in the coming offensive." 


The officers were sitting in the same room, but if they signed 
the same forms I can't say. 


On the 15th of December, our Battalion anda company were 
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sembled in the woods in the vicinity of Blankenheim. On the 

ternoon of the 15th of December, Obersturmfushrer Junker gave 

@ speech to the men in the company. The men were seated 

the ground in a semicircle around a fire. Junker stood back 

the fire facing the men. To Junker's left sat the officers 

the company, 1 ncluding Steiniger, Asmsson,Sternebeck,snd 
At this meeting Junker spoke as follows 


" It will start shortly. The order might come 
through today or tomorrow morning telling us to attack. 
If a civilian or an American as mich as re_before 
you, he will be bumped off. No considere’ will be 
shown. " 


I do not know if any of the other officers spoke to the men 
following Obersturmfuehrer Junker's statement as I left immed- 
dately thereafter to do some work.on my tank. 


The next morning, 16 December 19),, before the attack 

started, Obersturmfuehrer Junker again spoke to the men in 

the company. He told us substantially the same thing as he had 
the day before except that he mentioned the support that we 
would have. After Obersturmfuehrer Junker finished talking, 
the men returned to their respective platoon locations, and 
shortly thereafter, SS Obersturmfuehrer Sieg talked to us of the 
second platoon. I wmember that he said substantially as follows! 


" You will not forget the orders that have been given Youe 
le 


You will shoot eve: in front of your barrels. mest 
spread terror and panic before us. Skorzeny will have troops 
dressed in American uniforms ahead of us. You will know that 
they are our own soldiers because if you encounter them they 
will take off their steel helmets and wave them. No mercy 
will be shown towards civilians or prisoners of war, but 
you Will be careful not to shoot at Skorzeny's troops who 
will be in American uniforms." 


On the 16th of December , between two and three o'clock 
I had moter trouble with my tank and had to fall out of the 
column. The rest of the company went ahead. I arrived in Buellingen 
after making the necessary repairs, a round 1300 and 1400 hours 
the 17th of December 19))),. Around 1500 or 1530 hours. I again 
had some more motor trouble with my tank. “his was between 
Buellingen and the cross-roads north of Engelsdorf, where I 
later saw American soldiers who were lying in a field where they 
had been shot. This cross-roads is shown on a Map of Central 
Europe, 12100,000, G.S. G.S. Noell16, Bonn,Sheet S.1. at co- 
ordinates 81.5-02. As I approached this cross-road, there was 
a Mark V Tank on the right hand side of the road, and Unter- 
scharfuehrer Storm, commander of this tank,was standing out in 
the road beside it. As I approached this intersection I was 
sitting on my turret, with my feet outside and Storm motioned 
to me to stop. I stopped the tank, and inquired of Storm which way 
I should go, straight ahead or to the left. He told me to make 
a left turn. Unterscharfuehrer Storm told me that he had received 
fire from behind a house, d esignated as House No.6. on the 
attached sketch which I have marked as Exhibit "A". This sketch 
is made part of this affidavit and is attached hereto. I then 
entered the intersection, made a left turn am stopped my tank 
at the point shown by a rectangle with the letter "A" on the 
green bordered enlargement on said Exhibit "A". In front of the 
field and on the right hand side of the road headed towards 
Engelsdorf was a parked column of American trucks. These trucks 
have been designated by triangular symbols on Exhibit “A".As my 
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tank moved from the intersection to the pointindicated 
rectangle "A", Storm's tank moved detieed. I couldn't Sioa 
Storm's tank because the house indicated as n0.6. on the 
attached sketch obstructed the view. 


I dismounted from my tank and as I stood out of 
the road, Schreier got out of the tank. We did not see anything 
except what appeared to be the dead bodies of American soldiers 
lying in the pasture on the right hand side of the road. I left 
my tank, walking a few meters back towards the intersection, 
passed between two of the American vehicles, crossed the ditch 
and entered the pasture where the American soldiers were on the 
ground. The approximate path I took is shown by a dot-dash 
(o=e-e=) line in the green bordered enlargement on Exhibit "A", 
The path taken by Schreier is shown by a dotted line. At a 
point which I blieve was approximately at circles 38 and 39 
in the green bordered enlargement on Exhibit "A" two American 
soldiers on the ground. One lay with his face and stomach 
down, with his head pointed southwestwardly and his feet north- 
eastwardly towards the intersection. His face and head were 
resting on his arms. Another soldier lay with his head north- 
westwardly and his feet southeastwardly with his legs across 
the body of the soldier beneath him. I touched the above soldier 
with my foot and the one beneath moved slightly pulling in his 
head and hands. When this soldier moved, it was apparent to me 
that he was still alive but was playing dead. I then stooped over, 
grabbing him by the clothing around his back or beck, and told 
him to get up. He stood up in front of me and showed no evidence 
of having beenwunded. The first thing I did was to tell him 
and show him by gestures that he was take off his field 
jacket. This jacket was not the type with a zipper infront,but 
had buttons. It was dark green and had three or four pocketse 
This soldier took off the jacket and handed it to me. I took 
the jacket from him and dropped it to the ground beside m.I 
believe although I am not sure that the next thing I took from 
him was the wrist watche “hen I told him to take off his over- 
shoes. He already had one of his overshoes off and had the 
other one unbuckled and was getting it off his foot by holding 
the heel of the overshoe against the toe of the shoe on the 
other foot. As he was doing this I turned him slightly so that 
his back was towards me. Then I fired with my Belgium nine 
millimeter pistol in to the back of his neck. This shot came 
out of the soldier's mouthe Then he fell backwards. I might 
have fired more than one round before he fell as the pistol 
was an automatic. After he fell to the ground, I fired one 
shot into hisheart and another shot directly above it, into 
his chest. When these two shots were fired, this American was 
lying on his back, on the ground. Then I fired the final shot 
directly into the center of his forehead. During my years in the 
German Army, I have seen many dead soldiers, both enemy and our own, 
and there is absolutely no question but that this soldier was 
dead after I fired these shots at him. 


At the time I shot this American soldier,he was unarmed and 
made no attempt whatever to escape from my custody. I knew he 
was an American soldier by his uniform. At the time the shots 
were fired, I judge that my pistol was approximately one meter 
distance from this American soldier. That applies to all of the 
shots that I fired. I remember distinctly that I took first one 
step backwards before If ired the first shot into the back of 
his neck. 


Just as I had finished firing, there was firing from the 
machine gun of my tank. This machine gun is the turret machine 
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gun that is mounted and parallel to the 7.5 centimeter cannon 
in the turret. At the time it was fired, it was pointed at 
approximately 3330 o'clock. Approximately 25 or 30 rounds 
were fired, according to my estimate, in one burst . I could 
not see who was actually firing this machine gun in my t ank, 
as it is impossible to do so, but I kmow that the gumer, 
Grischatz, and the loader, Schroeder, were still in the tank, 
and normally it tekes two men to operate the machine gun, one 
to load and the other to aim the machine gun andi fire it by 
pressing a foot pedal. As soon as I heard the firing, I 
shouted that they should stop that crasy shooting. Immediate- 
ly thereafter Schroeder came out of the tank and entered the 
nee I 7 indicated Schroeder's path by a line of dashes 
er 3 2 e 


Then I picked up the field jacket and the overshoss, 
and about at this time, Unterscharfuehrer Storm came through 
the hedge at the north end of the field. If I remember 
correctly, he was accompanied by another German soldier, no 
doubt a member of his crew. When Storm approached me, he 
asked me if I had done the shooting. I told him I had,and 
explained that the American soldier had moved and that I 
had shot him. Then I left, walking across the field in the 
direction of my tank. I heard two or three pistol shots 
behind me. No one was standing behind me at frat time except 
Unterscharfuehrer Storm and the soldier who + believe was 
with him, both of whom had pistols in their hands when I 
turned my back and started walking towards my tank. I do not 
know whether it was Storm or the other man, nor did I see 
what they were shooting at. 


On exhibit "A" I have indicated by an "X" the approx- 
imate spot where I shot the American soldier. When I reached 
the spot indicated by the letter "Y" on Exhibit "A" I turned 
to my right rear and told Schroeder and Schreier to return 
to the tank. At that time Schroeder was standing at the p oint 
indicated by the letter "S" and I saw him fire a pistol shot 
in the general direction that would be indicated by a line 
draymm from the letter "S" to the Circle 22. I do not mean that 
he fired at a soldier who was lying at the spot indicated by 
Circle 22, as I could not tell, but that was his approximate 
aim. His arm was extended in front of him, the pistol mazle 
pointed at the ground. According to my best recollection 
Schroeder only fired this one shot, but I am not sure.He might 
have fired more than ones 


After I had told Schroder and Schreier to return to our 
tank, I continued on out of the field and crossed the ditch. 
Then I saw SS Untersturmfuehrer Krause standing up in his 
communications SPW, which had stopped on the road behind my 
tank. Krause's was the only SPW that I noticed, tut I wuld 
not swear that there were not others behind his. Untersturm- 
fuehrer Krause asked me what was going on, and I told him 
that Unterscharfuehrer Storm had stopped ms, told me about 
having received enemy fire from behind the house, and that 
I had gone in the field and had shot an American who was not 
dead. He inquired if there was anything else wrong, and I told 
him no. As soon as I finished talking with Untersturmfuehrer 
Krause, I proceeded to my tank, mounted and we started off. 


When I was in the field, I was dressed in the regular 
black Panzer uniform, consisting of black wool trousers and 
a black leather jacket, and the regular. black wool.cap. The 
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other men in my crew had the same uniform, but I can no lenger 
remember they actually had on their leather jackets at the time 
note At the time I was in the field, the only other non: 
officer present was Unterscharfuehrer Storm, and he came 
after I had shot the American soldier. The only tank 
in front of the field was my tank. Before I went over to 
Untersturmfuehrer Krause, I had told my tank crew to 


have 
re other 


The watch that I had taken from the American either had four sides 
or six sides, it had a leather ctrap and it was gold or only gold- 
plated. I do not remember the make of the watch but my recollection 
is that 1t was a "US" on the back of it. 


Exhibit "A" which bears my signature was not dram by me but it 
is a correct and accurate drawing of the road crossing to which I have 
referred in this statements it correctly shows House No.6. at the 
intersection, the small shed near the house, the hedge at the end of 
the pasture and the field itself, where the American soldiers lay on 
the ground. The other house shown on this sketch I do not recall. I 
do not mean that they were not there or that the sketch does not 
properly designate them, but I simply do not remember any house except 
house Noe6. as I was on the right side of the road and in the 
field, and I paid no attention to the surrounding terrein. 


At the time of this offensive, and at the time of this particular 
shooting, I was on bad terms not only with the battalion commander, 
Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke, but also with the company commander, Ober- 
sturmfuehrer Junker, As a matter of fact, I had been transferred from 
the Supply Company to the 6th Company was punishment. Prior to the 
offensive, I had received orders from Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke 
and Obersturmmfuehrer Junker to show no mercy and to shoot everything 
before my barrel. When I found this American soldier umwounded and still 
alive, in the field at the cross-roads I shot him to prove to my 
company commander, Obersturmfuehrer Junker and my Battalion commander 

Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke, that I was a good man, and that I obeyed 
their orders. Furthermore, just as soon as I arrived in Engelsdorf, 

I told Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbetz, in the presence of Schuetze Kurt 
Dethlefs, that I had shot this American. I wanted them to know it 
because I wanted the word to get to my company commander anlimy 
battalion commander that I was obeying their orders and that I was a 
good man. I had to shoot this American soldier in obedience to the 
order that I had gotten from Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke and Obersturm- 
fuehrer Junker because when they said that everything that showed 
itself before our guns was to be shot, that meant civilians and soldiers, 
whether they had surrendered or not — simply everything that was alive 
and that appeared before use 


This statement consisting of fieteen pages plus Exhibit "4" in 
my own handwriting, was given by me voluntarily and of my om free will. 
No force or duress was used by those who interrogated me, and no promise 
of reward, immunity from prosecution or threats of any kind were made. 


I swear before God that this statement is the truth ana I am 
prepared to repeat same under oath in any court of justice. 
(signed) Hubert liuber 
16 February 1916. 
Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 16th day of February 
1946 at Schwrabisch Hall,Ger. 
/s/ RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. CHP. 
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(Whereupon Frosecution's Exhibit P-60 was read to the Court in 
the German language by an interpreter.) 





QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 


Q Osptain Shumacker, can you identify the Benoni Junker 


which Huber has referred to in his statement marked Prosecution! s 
exhibit P-60? 

a Yes, sir, 

Q How do you know it is the same Benoni Junker that Huber has 
referred to in his statement? 

4 Because Huber states in his affidavit that Junker was the 
commanding officer of the 6th Panzer Company and Junker has told me 
that he was the commanding officer of the 6th Panzer Company. 

Q Will you take o look at the defendants and see if this 
Benoni Junker you have referred to is among those present? 

A He is present. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

No. 29. 
PRESIDENT; No, 29 stand up~-sit down, 
(Whereupon the accused wearing No. 29 did as 
requested.) 
PROSECUTION: You mey cross examine, 
DEFENSE COUNSEL; The defense does not desire to cross 
examine the witness at this time. 
PRESIDENT; Any questions by the Court? 
There appear to be none, The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and returned to 
his seat at the Prosecution's table in the court room.) 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; I have one short witness, I think we 
can get on. Prosecution calls Kurt Dethlefs. 

KURT DETELEFS, a witness for the prosecution, was recalled and 

testified further through an interpreter as follows: 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; 
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What is your name? 
4 Kurt Dethlefs. 
Q What company were you in during the Eifel Offensive in 
December 19447 
a Sixth Company, 
Q Who was your company commander? 
a The company commander wae Obersturmfuehrer Junker, 
Q Did you know a man in your company at that time by the 
of Hubert Huber? 
Yes. 
What was his grade or rank? 
He was an Oberscharfuehrer, 
Would you know Hubert Huber if you saw him again? 
Yes, 
Q Will you look at the defendants in the box to your left 
and state whether or not he is among those present? 
A Yes, he is present. 
Q What number is he wearing? 
A No. 27. 
Q Who was the commander of your tank during the advance in 
the Bifel Offensive? 
A Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbitz. 
Q Did you happen to see Unterscharfuehrer Hubert Huber on the 
afternoon of 17 December 19447? 
A Yes. 
Q Where were you at that time? 
In Engelsdorf. 
Did you hear any conversation between Hubert Huber and 
commander Wrabbitz? 
Yes, there was a conversation between Oberscharfuehrer 


Huber and the Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbitz. 
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Q Will you relate that conversation as well as you recall it? 
A Yes. Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbits asked Oberscharfuehrer 
Huber what had happened to his vehicle since he arrived there on 


foot. Whereupon Oberscharfuehrer Huber replied that the vehicle was 


further up on the road, that he could not bring it down at the present 


time since the road was blocked with a vehicle standing on it. Then 
Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbitz asked him why he only got to Engelsdorf 
that late and why he hadn't come in with the point of the unit, 
Whereupon Oberscharfuehrer Huber replied that he had had a motor 
defect, that he had stopped to fix it which enabled him to come in 
with the point at the time. Whereupon Unterscharfuehrer Wrabbitz 
replied that he imagined he remained in behind gladly.so it wasn't 
necessery for him to travel along with the point, Whereupon Ober- 
echarfushrer Huber replied that that wasn't the case since he 
himself had encountered the Americans, had passed a column of American 
trucks while driving toward the cross-roads, Then he had brought his 
tank to a stop on the lefthand side of the road and had dismounted 
from his tank and had entered from there on foot and had finished up 
the Americans which were still showing any signe of life. 

Q On which side of the road did Huber say he had stopped? 

a As far as I recall, on the lefthand side. 

Q Do you remember anything else that Huber said on that 
occasion? 

A No,I can't recall anything else since I left at that moment 
because a friend of mind had passed by with an American truck. And 
whereupon I greeted my friend and looked over the gear shifting on 
the American wheel. 

Q Did you leave Huber and Wrabbitz talking together? 

A Yes, they continued talking between each other, but I left 
to look over the American vehicle. 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witnecs. 
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DEFENSE COUNSEL: The defense does not desire to cross 


examine the witness at this time, 


PRESIDENT} Any questions by the court? 


There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 


The Court will adjourn to meet at 0830 hours in the 


(Whereupon the Court adjourned at 1658 hours.) 





‘Scaig 


Acedia ae 


MORNING SESSION 
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0880 hours.) 
PRESIDENT: ‘The Court will come to orders 
PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, let the record show 
that all the mmbers of the Court, all the members of the Prossoution, 
all the members of the Defense with the exception of Dr. Leiling, who 
is absent on business of the accused, all the defendants and the 


reporter are present. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution calls as its first 


witmess Horst Keifer. 
HORST KSIFER, called as a witmess for the Prosecution, 


being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 
Q What is your name? 


4 Keifer. 
What is your first nam? 


Horste 
What unit weré you in in December 1944 during the Eifel 


Regimental headquarters Company, Panzer Regiment No. I, 


L.S8S AH. 
Q In what section or platoon of the Headquarters Company were you? 


In the communications platoon. 


Who was your communications platoon leader? 


2nd Lt. Krause. 
Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 


Yes. 
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Where are you being held in custody? 

Im Dachau. 

In what type of vehiole did you ride during the Eifel Offensive? 
In a radio half tracks 

Who was the commander of that SPW 

2nd Lt. Krause. 

Where were you about midafternoon of 17 December 19447 
At the street intersection near “ngeledorf. 

About how far was that cross roads from “ngelsdorf? 

Four or five kilomterse 

Was the crossroads before Engelsdorf or after “ngelsdorf? 
Before Engelsdorf. 


a 
4 
8 
4 
a 
4 
a 
4 
Q 
4 
a 
4 
Qa 


Was the SPW that you were riding in travelling alone or wre 

vehicles with it at that time? 

4 There were two SPW's with us. 

Q Who were the commanders of the other two SPW's? 

a Master Sergeant Hartmann and Tech. Sgt. Diners 

Q In what order did those three vehicles travel? 

4 The first one was the SPW with me and Lt. Krause in it, 
then Master Set. Hartmann's and then Tech. Sgt. Diner's. 

Q When you reached the crossroads that you have mentioned, 
which way did you turn? 

A We came from the east and turned to the south. 

Q Was that a left or a right turn that you mde? 

A To the left. 

Q Will you describe the scene that you observed when you made 
this turn? 

4 Yess Upon making the turn to the left I saw, on the right 
side of the road, after you turned to the street towards “ngelsdorf, 


a@ tank, Type IV, standing on the left side of the road. 
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How far was the tank from the intersection itself? 

Pifty mters, or maybe 100 mters. 

Did your SPW continue on to Engelsdorf or what did it dot 
W stopped behind the tank. 

What then did you see? 


On the right side of the road, adjacent to the road, there 


was @ meadow, and in the madow there were about 30 to 40 dead Americans. 


a 
4 


Q 


Could you seear that they were all dead at the time? 
Noe 


Could you te11 how many were dead, how many were wounded, 


and how many ‘were playing dead? 


4 


Foe 


Did you see any German soldiers in that meadow? 


Yes, one Tech. Sgt. Huber of the Sixth Company. 


Was there anybody else in the field other than Huber? 
Yess Two more mene 

Were they non-commissioned officers or not? 

Noe 

How were they dressed? 


Both of them were in gray. Tech. Sgt. Huber in a black 


uniform and the other two wore gray uniforms. 


Q 
4 


What were they doing when you first saw them? 


Teche Sgt. Huber shot into the men, the Amrican soldiers, 


with a pistol. 


Which soldiers are you talking about? Any specific ones? 


No. 
About how many shots did you see or hear him fire? 
Three or four shotse 


Then what did you see? 
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a Then Tech. Sgt. Huber pushed an American soldier at the 
northern end of the field. He then got uw. Then he made him take off 
his pants and overshoes and took a watoh away from hir.. 

Qa Then what did he do? 

4 Then he shot him in the back of the neck and the 4mrican 
soldier collapsed. 

Q Did you see anyone go into the field from either of the three 
SPw's that wre travelling together? 

a Yes. The driver of Teche Sgt. Diner, from the third SPW, 
also got out and ran into the field. 

Q What is his nam? 

Otto Ries. 

Did you see him fire? 

Yose 

What kind of weapon did he use? 
He used a pistol. 

Q Will you look at the defendants in the box to your left 
and state whether or not Oberscharfuchrer Huber, that you have described, 
is among those present? 

a Yese 

Q What number is he wearing? 

a 276 

PRESIDENT: Number 27, stand upe 
(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 
QUESTIONS BY PRUSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Q Is the man that you have just identified, the same mn that 
you saw in the field shooting and the same man that took the clothing 
away from the soldier and shoot him in the back of the neck? 

4 Yese 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: You may cross examinee 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(CAPT. NARVID) 

a Do you know in what Company Huber is? 
Sixth Panser Company. 
How long have you known Huber? 
I only mt him later. 
You did not know him at that time, did you? 
Hoe 
You wre never in the Sixth Company, were you? 
Noe 


How did you happen to recognise him? 


a 
@ 
a 
Q 
a 
Q 
a 
Q 
a 


Teche Sgt. Huber cams wery close to my vehicle as he was 
towards his tank. 
How close? 
One mter and a haif. 
Was that the first tim you saw him? 
Yess 
When was the next tim you identified hin? 
In Schwaebisch Halle 
In other words, you saw him for the first time at the crossing 
later you identified him? 
Yes, in Schwaebisch Hallt 
Did he war a wiform different from any other soldier? 
No. He had a black uniform on and if I remmber correctly, 
a leather jacket. 
Q Was that the typical uniform worn by the members of the 
Sixth Company? 
A Yes. 


Q The first time thenk that you identified him was in Schwaebisch 
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Yese 
Who took you to his cell? 
One 4eprican but I den't know his namee 
Was that the only cell you wre taken to? 
Yes. 
CAPT. MARVID: That is all. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Qa Is there any doubt in your mind, Keifer, about this man 
that you have identified, being the same: man that you saw shoot in the 
field? 

a Foe 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: That is all. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: That is all. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Dr. Rau has a few questions. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DSFENSE:(DR. RAU) 

q As a recruit were you instructed about the treatment of 
prisoners of war, or not? 

a Hoe 

Q What were the replacement units that you were trained with? 


I was with the 4th SMG Company in Berlin. 


LAW MEMBER: What is the purpose of this line of questioning? 


DR. RAU: I should like to determine whether the witness 
knew how prisoners of war were to be treated. 

Lavi MEMBER: He hae ansyered that questions 

TR. RAUs No, sire 

LAW MMBER: Ask another question. I don't think this is 


proper cross examination. It should have been objected to. 
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QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (DR. RAU) 

Q As you saw thet the prisoners of war wre being shot there, 
what did you do about i@ 

a Nothing« 

Q Didn't you report that? 

a In ny vehicle re wac 2nd Lt. Krause and he was commander 
of the vehicle and responsible for ite 


a Did you, at that time, discuss the matter of who was shooting 
Pw s? 


Didn't you discuss the fact that this was [berscharfuehrer 


Hoe 

Didn't you draw attention to it, at that time? 

I didn*¢ know the name of Oberscharfuehrer Huber at that times 

Then how did you know Oherscharfuehrer Huber? 

I was confronted with him at Schwaebisch Hall and I recognized 
him there and found out his name was erescharfushrer Hubers 

Q Then, if I understand you correctly, you olaim to be able 

to recognize him only through the vistal impression, through the 
impression his face gave you? 

PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, just as a matter of 
clarification, as I understand it, Dr. Rau is representing Sepp Dietrich 


and I am wondering why he is cross examining this witness when he 
represents General Die triche 


LAW MEMBER: That is what the Court would like to knows 


DR. RAU: Because a certain connection exists. Because it 


is being alleged that Sepp Dietrich issued orders for the shooting of 


prisoners of ware 
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PROSECUTION: If that is the purpose then it is all right. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (MR. RAV) 

qQ You have not answered the question yete 

4 I not only recognised Huber by his facial features but also 
by his walk. He has a peculiar walk with the tips of his toes pointing 
towards the outside. 

MR. STRONG: May I oall the Court's attention to the fact 
that the witness first talked about Oberscharfushrer Diner, which the 
interpreter did not say and later corrected himself to talk about 
Oberscharfuehrer Huber, which might be important to show in the records 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If it please the Court, I think it was 
obvious to counsel for the Defense, and certainly to the Court and 
everyone else in the courtroom that the witness made a mistake, shook 
his head and changed Diner to Huber right in the middle of his answr. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (DR. RAU) 

Q Who was it, Diner or Huber? 


Huber 


a 
Q And you want to claim about Huber that his toes are "X" shaped? 
a 


No. Oberscharfvehrer Huber walks with a way that the tips 
of his toes point towards the outsides 

TR. RAUs I have nothing further. 

PRESIDENT: Any further questions by the Defense? 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:( CAPT. NARVID ) 

When did you learn how he walked, at Schwaebisch Hall? 

No. As he was walking pass my tarke 

You were sitting in your tank then? 

I was sitting inside my tank. 

And you particulerly noticed his toes? 

Well - = 


Answer my question. 
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LAW MEMBER: Just one minute. We will make a ruling right now, 
on behalf of the Courte Counsel will not argue with my witness, at any 
time. Immediately upon a question being asked, the question will be 
translated into either German or “nglish, as the onse may be, and the 
witness will tnen be given an opportunity to answer the question. 
Objection will then be taken in the proper manner. Is there any 
question by either side? 

CAPT. NARVID: Wo, sire 

LAW MEMBER: You may proceed. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(CAPT. NARVID) 

Will you answer the question? 

No. His walk was very peculiar. 

What kind of shoes did Huber wear? 

I don't know that exactly. 

How could you see his toes then? 

a I didn't see his toes. He walks like this (indicating) 
with his legs like this (indicating). 

Q How many seconds did you see him? 

a Six paces, I don't know how many seconds. 

Qa You saw him for six paces and then a year later you are able 
to recognize him is that it? 

a Yess It was not only siistition of his feet but also because 
I knew his face, that is the main thing. 

Did you see any other mn in that area, at that time? 


In the field? 


Yes. 


Could you recognize any of them now? 


Q 
A 
Q In the field. 
a 
Q 
A 


No. Rottenfuehrer Reis out of the tank of Teche Sgt» Diner, 
I knew him from before and the other one that I saw out on the field I 
wouldn't recognize again. 


(Keifer-recross) 
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CAPT. MARVID: That is all. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Wo further redirect examination by the 


Prosecutions 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further from the Defenses 


PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently not. 





CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I am 
informed that this witness requires an immediate operation 
on his lege The Prosecution does not contemplate recalling 
this witness and I wonder if under the circumstances he might 


be excused, as this operation is to be performed immediately. 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: I am quite sure the learned 
counsel has a mistaken idea. We have not expressed anything 
that we did not anticipate recalling the witness. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I said we didn't anticipate 
recalling. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: I thought you said we didn't. 

I am sorrye We do not anticipate recalling this witness at the 
present tims. J think that he should have the benefit of some 
medical assistance in this matter. 

LAW MEMBER: Is he going to be on the post at Dachau? 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs That I don't know, sir. I don't 
know whether those operations are performed here or whether 
prisoner patients are sent elsewhere. That is the reason I 
wanted to bring it to the attention of the Court. 

LAW MEMBER; I think under those circumstances, even 
if he is in a hospital, we may take a deposition if necessary. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: That will be perfectly satisfactory. 

PRESIDENT: The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
courtroom ) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next 
witness Walter Landfried. 

WALTER LANDFRIED, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as 


follows: 
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(Whereupon the questions, answers and proceedings 
were interpreted to the accused.) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will you caution this witness 


to speak loudly and not answer the questions until they are 


translated? 
(Whereupon the interpreter did as directed. ) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. SHUMACKER): 

What is your name? 

Landfried. 

Your first name? 

Walter. 

What was your grade or rank during the Eifel of- 

in December 19), and January 19457 
Rottenfuehrer, Corporale 
What unit were you in at that time? 


Headquarters Company, Panzer Regiment Number 1, 


What platoon? 

Communications Platoon. 

Who was your platoon leader? 

2nd Lieutenant Krause. 

Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 
Yes. 


Where are you being held in custody? 


> &© F&F & > © Ff 


In Dachau. 

Q What type of vehicle did you ride in during the 
offensive? 

A In the SPW of Master Sergeant Hartmann. 


Q Did that SPW travel alone during that advance? 
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a Noe 

Q What other vehicles travelled with it? 

a The first vehicle was that of Unterscharfushrer 
Hillich, which also carried Lieutenant Krause. The second 
vehicle was the vehicle of Master Sergeant Hartmann which 
carried me and the third vehicle was the vehicle of Ober- 
scharfuehrer Diener, which was the division radio station.’ 

Q How does Hillig spell his name? 

A H-i-l-l-i-g. 

Q Where were you about the middle of the afternoon 
of 17 December 194)? 


A That was in the late afternoon at the street in- 


tersection about thirty-one kilometers northeast of Engelsdorf 


(Ligneuville). 
Q Did you see any German vehicles before ‘you entered 
this intersection? 


a 


Yes. 

What type of vehicle was it? 

That was a tank, type 5. 

Do you know whose tank it was? 

Noe 

Do you know Unterscharfuehrer Briesemiester? 
Noe 

Did you see him there at that time? 

Nos 


Do you know what company Briesemiester was in? 


> 2B Fr © & © &> &0 & 


Noe 
Q Do you know what kind of vehicles were in the 


lst Panzer Company? 
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Panthers. 


Is that a Mark IV or a Mark V? 


That's a tank type five. 
When you entered the intersection, which way did 


We turned south, 

Was that to your right or to your left? 

Ieft. 

Did you continue on down the road then? 

Nos 

What did you do? 

The first vehicle stopped and since we closed up, 
the second and third vehicle had to stop too. 

Q Did you see any German vehicles of any type on the 
road other than the SPW in front of you and the one behind you? 

A Yes. 

Q What type of vehicle was it and where was it? 

A A tank type four wasstanding there and ahead of it 
there was an SPWe 

On which side of the road was this Mark IV tank? 
On the right side of the road. 

In which direction was it headed? 

Towards Engelsdors (Ligneuville). 

Q When you stopped there, what did you see -~ what 
did you observe? 

A About thirty to forty dead American soldiers were 
lying on the side of the road, that is, in the field on the 
right side of the road. 

Q Did you see anyone in the field other than these 
American soldiers? 
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Yes. 
Q Who did you see? 


A A high ranking non-commissioned officer, either 
a Teoh Sergeant or a Master Sergeant. 


Who else other than this Ober or Hauptscharfuehrer? 


Q 
A Three or four more men. 
Q 


How were they dressed? 
A I don't remember the exact details of their cloth- 
ing but they did have black uniforms and leather clothing. 
Q Do you know whether or not that is the uniform of 
the Wehrmacht.or the SS? 
A SSe 


What were these men doing in the field when you saw 


A This Tech or Master Sergeant walked towards the 
edge of the field and at the corner he pushed an American 
which we had considered dead. 

Q How did he push him? 

A With the foot. 

Q And then what happened? 

A The American then got up and raised his hands above 
his head. Then the Tech or Master Sergeant had the American 
soldier undress. Then he had him turn around and killed him 
from the back with his pistol — shot him. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID): 
Q You can't recognize the man who did the shooting? 
A Noe 


g How could you tell he was a high ranking non- 
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commissioned officer? 
a Because he was wearing his insignia of rank. 
Q Didn't you just testify that you could not recall 
the exact details of the clothing? 
a Yes, but I wouldn't have been able to determine 
that he was a Tech or Master Sergeant any other waye 
‘ Q How far away were you from the field? 
A Five or ten meters, I can't remember exactly. 
Q Could he have been a low ranking non-commissioned 
officer? 
A Noo 
Q Do you recall being interrogated by the Defense 
Counsels on or about the 10th of May? 
A Noe 
Q Do you recall being interrogated by any of the 
officers sitting at this table onthe 10th of Mey? 
A Yes, I was interrogated by these officers but I 
don't remember the date. 
Q Was it about two weeks ago? 
A That might be right. 
Q Do you recall at that interrogation being asked 
the following question to which you gave the following answer: 
"Question: Tell us what you know. 
"Answer ="? 
and I am only quoting that part of the answer pertinent only 
to the particular question previously asked. 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I think 
the Court will determine whether or not it is pertinent. In 
quoting, I want to hear the whole answer. 


LAW MEMBER: In quoting a question and answer from 


(Landfried-Cross) 
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a former examination for the purpose of discrediting the 
witness, the entire question will be asked and the entire 
answer will be quoted. 

CAPTAIN NARVID: In view of the fact that the 


anewer is a half page long, I dontt think it is important 


enough and I will withdraw the question. That is all. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (DR. PFISTER): 

Q You were a member of the Headquarters Company of 
Peiper's Regiment Headquarters? 

A Yes. 

Were there any medics in this Headquarters Company? 

Yes. 

Did you know some of the men? 

Yes. 

Q Were any medics present during the time the occur- 
rence at the street crossing developed? 

A I didn't see any medics while I was at the crossroads. 

Q Another question. Do you know the medics Tech 
Sergeant Lowenstein or Walter? 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object 
to this line of examination. None of this was brought out on 
direct examination and I don't see the purpose of this line of 
questioning. 

DR. PFISTER: I should like this objection to be 
overruled for the reason that I am trying to determine whether 
these two men were present at the crossroads. 

LAW MEMBER: Which two men? 

DR. PFISTER: Tech Sergeant Lowenstein or Sergeant 
Walter. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Céurt please, we have 
not proved that they were there. 
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PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained. 

LAW MEMBER: It is not cross examination. The 
two names are not involved in this case, they are not involved 
in the matter. It is not cross examination. 

DR. PFISTER: I would like to be able to determine 
this, may it please the Court, because I as a co-member of the 
Defense, had nogpportunity to determine the names of these 
people and according to the books which I had available I was 
of the impression that I was permitted to ask this question. 

LAW MEMBER: In that connection, if counsel wishes, 
he may call this witness as his ow witness during the defense. 

DR. PFISTER: Thank you. 

CAPTAIN NARVID: May I have the Court's permission 
to ask another question? 


PRESIDENT: Yess 


QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID)s 


Q Was this man that you saw shooting in the field 
wearing a leather jacket? 

A I don't remember whether he had a leather jacket 
or leather trousers but he had something leather on him 

Q Isntt it a fact that insignia of rank are not worn 
on leather jackets or leather clothing? 

A In our outfit the insignia of rank were worn on 
leather jackets. 

Q When you say in your -=- what was your answer? 

(Answer read by the Reporter.) 

Q When you say your outfit, do you mean your company 

or do you mean the entire regiment? 


A The whole regiment. 
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CAPTAIN NARVID: That is all, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: No redirects 

PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by the Court? 
There appear to be none, The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was exoused and withdrew from the 
courtroom. ) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls as its next 
witness Rudolf Zimmerman. 

RUDOLF ZIMMERMAN, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as 
follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
What is your name? 
Zimmerman, 
First name? 
Rudolf. 

Q What was your grade or rank during the Eifel Of- 
fense in December 19), and January 19157 

A Sturmmann, Pfc. 

Q What unit were you in at that time? 

A 1st SS Panzer Regiment, Headquarters Company, 
Communications Platoon. 

Who was your platoon leader? 
2nd Lieutenant Krause. 
Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 

A Yess 

Q What type of vehicle did you ride in during the 
Eifel Offensive? 


A I was driving in the vehicle of Tech Sergeant 
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Were you in that vehicle on the 17th of Decenber 


On that day was your SPW travelling alone or with 
other vehicles? 

a No, two SPW's of the Commmications Platoon were 
with us. 

Q In what order did those vehicles travel? 

A The first one was the SPW of Lieutenant Krause and 
the SPW of Master Sergeant Hartmann and then our SPW. 

Q Where were you about the middle of the afternoon 
of 17 December 19)? 

A We were at the crossroads near Engelsdorf at about 
the middle of the afternoon. 

Q Before entering this crossroads, did you see any 
other German vehicles along the road other than the three SPwts 
in your serial? 

A Noe I saw no other German vehicles before we came 
to the crossroads. 

Q Did you see any in the intersection itself? 

A When we arrived at the crossroads there was a tank 
type four standing there and a Panther. 

Q Where was the Panther? 

A The Panther was on the right side of the road right 
in front of the house next to the crossroads. 

Q Where was the Mark IV? 

A The Mark IV was about fifty meters away from the 
crossroads in the direction of Mgelsdorf, 

Q On which side of the road was the Merk IV standing? 


A The Mark IV was on the right side of the road too. 
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Q Did you continue on to Engelsdorf, or what did 
you do? 

a We were standing at the crossroads for about ten 
minutes. Then we kept on riding towards Engelsdorf. 

Q While you were there, what did you see? 

a On the right side of the road next to the house 
there was a group of Americans lying in the field. About three 
or four German soldiers were running around among the Americans 
on the ground and shooting at them 

Q Did you notice the rank of any of these German 
soldiers who were running around in the field? 

A I only remember one high ranking non-commissioned 


officer, either a Tech Sergeant or a Master Sergeant. 


Q Did you observe this individual, the Ober or Haupt- 
scharfusher, shoot any particular individual American? 

A No, I didn't notice. I only saw him running around 
the PWts and shooting them. 

Q Were you looking into the field all the time you 
were parled there? 

Aa Noe 

Q What happened to prevent your seeing what was 
going on in the field — everything that was going on in the 
field? 

A I had a call from the station I was in commnication 
with and had to operate the radios 

Q Did anyone leave your vehicle, Dienerts vehicle? 

A Yes, the driver, Rottenfuehrer Ries and the 
Commander, Oberscharfuehrer Diener, both left the vehicle. 


Q Where did they go? 


(Zimmerman-Direct) 





I don't know that. 
Why don't you know? 
4s I have said before, the station I was in com 


munication with called me and I had to operate my radios 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness. 





CROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Capt. Warvid): 

Q How many meters away were you from the field? 

A We were about 10 to 15 meters away from the field. 

Q You were always in your tank? 

A Yes. I was in the tank at all times. 

Q Do you recall being interrogated by any of the officers here 
on the 15th of May, 191? 


A Yes. 


Q Do you recall being asked this question and giving the fol- 


lowing answer? Question: "Tell us what you saw in the field." Answer: 
"The prisoners had been shot previously. At this time only a few German 
soldiers were walking among them and firing some shots." 

A I testified that there were three or four German soldiers in 
the field. 

Q You don't recall answering the way I read? 

A No. 

Q Do you recall being asked this question: "Who were these 
men?" Answer: "I don't know. I did not recognize them." 

A I did say in this testimony that I saw a T/Sgt. or M/Sgt. 
wearing a leather jacket, whom I am still able to remember. 

Q Then you deny that you stated, "I don't know. I did not 
recognize them." Is that right? 

A No. 

Q You do not deny it? 

A No. I don't deny that. I said that I didn't recognize any 
of the other soldiers. The only thing I remember was one t/set. or one 
u/Sgt. 

Q Now, you just testified that you were about 10 meters away 
from the field. Is thet true? 


A About 10 to 15 meters. 
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Q Do you recall being asked this question, to which you gave 
the following enswert “How close were you to then?" Answer: "Fifty 
meters or less, standing on the road." 

A Wo. Already, in my interrogation on the 13th, I said that 
Twas 10 to 15 meteors away from the field, ani about 50 meters away 
from the Crossroads. 

CAPT. NARVID: That is all. 

DEFENSE: Dr. Hertkorn. 

QUESTIONS BY DR. HERTKORN: 

Q Whet were the uniforms worn by the soldiers who were out in 
the field together with the u/sgt. recognised by you? 

A I don't remember that any more. 

Were there sny medics out there? 


German soldiers? 


Noe 


Q 
A 
Q Yes. 
A 
Q 


Were there eny standing around near the field? 

A No. I didn't see any. 
DEFENSE: Wothing further. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Did you see any American medics lying in the 
field? 

A No, I didn't see any of those, either. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Nothing further here, sir. 

EXAMINATION BY COURT 
QUESTIONS BY LAW MEMBER: 

Q Will you look at the dock and see if you can recognize any= 
one among the accused who-may have been the t/set. or the u/sgt. that 
day in the field. You can get up and walk around. 

A Yes. 


QQ Mor 
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A Woe 270° 
PRESIDENT: Woe 27, stand up. «= Sit dom. 
Q See if you recognise anyone else, 
A No, I cannot recognise anybody else. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Wothing further. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Capt. Narvid): 
Q Do you know the name of the man you recognized as no. 27? 
Wo, I don't know that. 
Did you see him at Schwaebieoh Hall? 
Yes. 
Was he pointed out to you in Schwaebisch Hall? 
Yes, I was confronted with him in Schwaebisch Hall. 
CAPT. WARVID: That's all. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Nothing further. 
PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the Court? 
There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution calls as its next witness Adolf 
Weiss, 
ADOLF WEISS, called as a witness for the Prosecution, was sworn 
and testified through en interpreter es follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker);: 
Q What is your name? 
A Weiss. 


Your first name? 


Q 
A Adolf. 
Q 


Whet was your grade or rank during the Eifel offensive in 


December, 191), and January, 19145? 


A Sturmmann (Pfc.). 
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What wnit were you in at that time? 
Headquarters, Panzer Regiment. 
‘What Panzer regiment? 


> 
° 


Panzer Regiment Wo. le 

Who was your platoon leader? 

2nd Lt. Krause, , 

Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 
Yes. 
In whose vehicle were you riding on 17 December 19)? 
In a radio SP. 

Who was the commender of that SPY? 


w/Sgt. Hartman, 


Q 
a 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Where were you about the middle of the afternoon of 17 
December 19)4),? 

I was at the Crossroads outside of Engelsdorf. 

How far from Engelsdorf? . 

About two kilometers from Engelsdorf. 

Were any other SPW's with yours at that time? 

Yes. 

Whose SPW was in front of you? 

SPW from the regimental headquarters was in front of us. 
Who was in it? Who was the commander? 
Unterscharfuehrer Hillig. 

Where was Untersturmfuehrer Krause riding? 

I don't know that. I don't know where he was. 

Who was in the SPW behind you? 

t/sgt. Diener. 

When you reached this Crossroads, which way did you turn? 


To the left, 
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After making this turn, did your vehicle stop anyplace on the 
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A Yes. 

Q Did you see any German vehicles along this road leading to 
Engelsdorf, other than these three SPY's that you have mentioned? 

A Yes. 


What other vehicles did you see? 


On the left corner of the street, a panther war stending. 


And beyond the corner did you see any other German vehicles? 
Yes. There was a tank, type 1, on the left side of the road, , 
Where did your SPW stop with respect to this tank 1? 

Behind the tank. 

Q After you stopped, just describe ‘the scene that you observed 
and what took place. 

a After we came to a stop I saw dead and wounded Americans lying 
on the field on the right side of the road. I then saw a T/Sgt. or 
u/Ssgt. push an American lying on the ground with his foot. The American 
soldier then got up, was forced to take his jacket and shoes off. The 
t/sgt. then motioned to him to turn around and shot him by shooting him 
through the neck. 

Q Did you see or hear any shooting by Germans in the field bee 
fore this single American was shot by the Ober- or Hauptscharfuehrer? 

Yes. There were some more soldiers in the field. 
What were they doing? 

They were shooting around among the Americans. 
What type of weapons were they using? 

Pistols. 

How were these soldiers dressed? 


They were wearing black wmiforms and, in part, leather out~ 


Is that a uniform commonly worn by the Wehrmacht? 
No, only with armored outfits. 


Is it worn only by SS armored outfits, or not? 


834 


(Weiss - Direct) 





a To my knowledge, also by the Wehrmacht, 


Q Can you identify the Ober- or Hauptscharfuehrer that you saw 
shooting in the field that day? 


A No. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness. 
DEFENSE: Wo questions by the Defense. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution calls as its next witness Hans 


Assenmacher. 


HANS ASSENMACHER, being recalled as a witnese for the Prosecution, 


was again sworn and testified further through an interpreter as follows; 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumecker): 
Q Whet is your name? 
A Hans Assenmacher. 
Q What grade or rank did you hold during the Eifel offensive 
in December, 19), and January, 19457 
A Sturmmann (Pfc.). 
Q What unit were you in at that time? 
A I was in the Service Company of the 3rd Battalion of the 2nd 
Panzer Grenadier Regiment, LSSAH. 
Q Who was your battelion commander? 
A Hauptsturmfuehrer (Capt.) Diefenthal. 
Q Do you remember his first name? 
Josef. 
What was your particular assignment during the offensive? 
I was radio operator and assistant driver. 
In Whose vehicle? 


In the SPY of the commanding officer, Diefenthal. 
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What type of vehicle was it? 


It was an SPW. 

Q What point along the route of advance had you reached shortly 
after noon on 17 December 191)? 

A Shortly after noon of the 17th of December, 19););, we reached 
the Crossroads about two kilometers north of Engelsdorf. 

Q Did your vehicle stop for any reason just before you entered 
the intersection itself? 

A Yes. The whole convoy stopped, and therefore our vehicle had 
to stop, tooe 

Q About how far was your SPY from the Crossroads when it came 
to a halt at this time? 

About 150 meters before we reached the Crossroads. 

Who was in your SPW at that time? 

Ut. Col. Peiper, Capt. Diefenthal, Sgt. Fackelmeier, the 
driver, Paul Zwigart, and myself. 

Q Now, will you look et the defendants in the box to your left 
and state whether or not you see Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper among thase 
present. 

A Yes. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A Wo. he, 

Q Is the man you have just identified the Peiper who was in 
your SPY on 17 December 19)? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you look at the defendents in the box te your left baa 
state whether or not Josef Diefenthal, whom you mentioned, is among 
those present. 

A Yes, he has no. 10. 

Q And will you look eat the defendants in the boxto your left 


and state whether or not Paul Zwigart is among those preserite 
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A Yes. He hes now Th. 

PRESIDENT: Noe 7, stand up. «= Sit dom. 

Q Did anyone leave your vehicle when you stopped at that point 
approximately 150 meters from the Crossroads? 

A Yes. Capt. Diefenthal got out, attempting to get the convoy 
straightened out again. 

Q In which direction did he walk? 

He went toward the Crossroads. 


About how long were you halted at this point? 


And then where did you go? 


A 
Q 
A About five minutes. 
Q 
A 


We then continued on and mide a left turn at the Crossroads. 

Q Before you halted at this place where Diefenthal left the 
vehicle, did you hear or observe any firing of any kind from the German 
column? 

A I only know that the convoy was fired upon when it left the 
road outside of Malmedy. 

Q Now, which column are you talking about? 

A I em talking about an American convoy of vehicles. 

Q Were you present when that American convoy was fired upon? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you come over here to Prosecution Exhibit No. 3 and 
point out, if you can, where the American colum was and where the 
German column was when this firing took place. 

(Whereupon the witness went over to Prosecution Exhibit No. P=3.) 

A The American convoy wes coming from this direction (indicating) 
and we were coming from this direction, if I remember correctly. 

Q Where is this Crossroads that you spoke of? -= Do you see 
Engelsdorf? 

A Yes. That must be right here. 


Q Now, wher’ was the Crossroads with respect to Engelsdor?? 
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A It was about two kilometers outside Engeledorf. Here (indie 
cating). 
Q Now, that is the Crossroads. Now, when you entered this 


Crossroads, in which direction did you turn? To your right, or to your 
left? 


A Left. 


Q Well, can you figure out what road you were on if you made a 
leftehand turn? 

A Yes. This one (indicating). We then continued in this di-~ 
rection. . 

Q All right. Wow, do you think you can figure out what road 
the American colum was riding on? 

A Yes. The American convoy must have been coming from this 
street. 

Q Now, do you know where the German column was when the American 
convoy was fired on? 

A Yes. Here (indicating). 


Q Were you present yourself? Did you see the shooting? 


A Yes. 


Q All right. Resume the stand. 


(Whereupon the witness resumed the stand.) 

CAPT. NARVID: We respectfully move this Court to strike out testi- 
mony unless counsel can show what connection there is between one colum 
firing at another colum in combat and shooting prisoners of war. This 
far all the testimony has been irrelevant, incompetent, and immaterial 
to the issue. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: We just want to prove that this witness was there 
and knows something about the prisoners of war who were shot. 

CAPT. NARVID: But the witness could well be asked, "Were you 


there?" That is all. 


(Assenmacher ~ Redirect) 





LAW MEMBER: Of course, if counsel is trying to say that this 
line of testimony is immaterial to the issues in the case, we have ale 
ready had emple testimony to the fact that an American colum was pro= 
ceeding along one road, and it was fired on by a German colum. This 
witness now says he was present in that column. I can see nothing more 
pertinent than that answer. The objection is badly taken at this time, 
end it is overruled. 

Q Now, Assenmacher, efter you reached this intersection itself, 
did you stop again? 

A Yes. 

Q How far from the intersection did you stop on this second 


occasion? 


About 15 meters, I think. 


And did you observe any other German vehicles there at that 


I saw a German SPW stending there. 
Did you kmow yourself what unit this SAT belonged to? 

A Later on I heard Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper ask, "Which 
unit are you from?" And I heard them say they were from the 9th Panzer 
Pioneer Company. 

Q Is that the only way you have of knowing what unit this 
particuler vehicle was from? 

A Yes. 

Q Was Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper'in your vehicle at thet time? 

A Yes. 

Q Was Diefenthal in your SPW at that time? 

A Noe 

Q About how long were you stopped at this place that you have 
described? 

A About three to five minutes. I don't know exactly. 


Q And from that point where did you go? 
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We drove on for about 130 to 150 meters and stopped again. 
Did you see any Americen vehicles at any time along that road? 
Yes. I saw some trucks and one jeep. 

And where were they? 

They were parked at the right side of the road. 

In which direction were they headed? 

In the direction toward Engelsdorf. 

Q What did you do when you reached this spot 130 to 150 meters 
from the Crossroads? 

A We stopped there and the driver, Zwigart, filled up the oil 
and Lt. Col. Peiper gave me three minutes to loot. 

Q Did you leave the vehicle at that time? 

A Yes. I got up from my seat and looked over the wall of the 
vehicle and saw four Americens lying out there. I called over to them 
from the vehicle to get up, but none of them moved. Then [ shot in 
the direction where these people were lying, twice, with my pistol. 
Then I jumped off the vehicle and ran toward the first American lying 
next to the vehicle. I pushed him with a foot, but he didn't move, 
and then I turned him around end noticed that he had four shots through 
his chest. Then I ran over to the next one, pushed him again. He 
yelled and got up, and I ran up to the next one, pushed him, and he got 
up, too. The next one got up by himself, and then two more came out of 
a little ditch, running parallel to the road. 

Q When these men got up, did they carry their wespons with them? 

No. 


How did they hold their hands, Assenmacher? 


A 

Q 

A After they got up, they folded their hands behind their heads, 
Q 


What did you do with these five Americans after you had cap- 


tured them? 


A I took their belts away from them and sent them to the Cross- 


»(Assenmacher + Redirect) 





Are you talking about their ammunition belts? 

Yes. 

And then what did you do? 

After they had left I went over to the jeep to see whether 
anything in there. 

Did you find anything in the jeep? 


Yes. I found one pack of cigarettes and a box of cookies, 


Did you take them? 


Yes. 
Who got the cigarettes, and who got the cakes? 
I offered the cigarettes later on, and Lt. Col. Peiper didn't 
want the cigarettes and took the cookies instead. 
Q While you were at this jeep, did you hear any firing at all? 


A I did hear some firing, but that was not at the Crossroads. 


It must have been further away. 
Q What kind of fire was it? 
A To the best of my memory, it was machine gun fire. 


Q How long do you think you were there, capturing these five 
men and looting the jeep? 

A Less than ten minutes, 

Q When did Diefenthal rejoin you? 

A We got started again, and while we were getting started Diefen- 
thal got into the vehicle, 

Q And how was Diefenthal dressed on the 17th of December, 19),);7 

A If I remember properly, he had a yellow leether jacket and a 
field cap on. 

Q Was the yellow jacket noticeable or not? 

A Yess 

CAPT. SHUMACKER; Your witness. 

PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 10:30. 


(Whereupon the Court recessed et 1000 hours.) 
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(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: Oourt willcome to orders 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that 
all the members of the Court are present, all the members of the 
Prosecution are present and all the mmbers of the Defense, with 
the exception of Dre Leiling, who is absent on business of the 
Defense, all the defendants and the reporter are present. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Bring in the witnese Assenmachere 

LAW MEMBER: While he is coming ing this moming a ruling was 
made with respect to the procedure of arguing with the witness, 
Se that there will be no misunderstanding, counsel for either side 
may at any time object to a question placed by the opposite side 
on the usual technical grounds after it has been translated and 
before it has been answered by the witnesse That is simply to 
clear any misunderstanding with respect to that part of the 
procedure or any question about it. 

HANS ASSENMACHER, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution 
resumed the stand and testified through an interpreter as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 


were interpreted to the German counsel and the accusede) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Assenmacher, you are reminded you are 
still under oathe 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

QUZSTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lite Colonel Dwinell)s 

Q Assenmacher, while you are at the crossroads, how long 
did you remain there? 

A In all approximately fifteen to twenty minutes, 

Q Were you Peiperts radio operator? 

A No, I was only radio man in the commando car of Haupt- 
eturmfuehrer Diefenthal. 


Q ‘Then you were Diefenthal's radio operator? 
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Yess 
With whom were you in radio contact? 
I was in contact with all companies of our battalions 

Q While you were at the crossroads, was your radio in 
operation? 

4 es, I tried to get contact with the 10th companys 

Was that while you were at the crossroads? 

Yese j 

And during the time you were at the crossroads, was the 
motor running in the SPW? 

a ; 

During combat are you ever permitted to abandon your radio? 

Noe 

Q Then you didn't abandon your radio at any time at the 
crossroads? 

A Noy but I left it for three minutes when the Obersturm- 
bannfuehrer authorized me to leave it for three minutes to get 
things organiseds 

Q Was the radio in operation at that time? 

No, I cut it out. ! 


A 
g Were you in radio contact with division headquarters? 
A 


Nee 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Hertkorn)s 

Q Witness, you said that you saw a few American soldiers 
lying in a ditche Where was that? 

A That was when we stopped for the second time after we had 
turned around at the crossroadse 

Q How far was that from house Noe 6 on the crossroads? 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to that 
because the witness has not identified any house Number 6 and 
has not testified about ite 





PRESIDENT: Objection sustained, 

Q De you mow if there was a house at the crossroads? 

A = When I took the Amricans prisoners, I did see the top 
of a houses 

Q Ie that howe with the top located on the northern end 
of the crossroads? 

A Yea, 

Q How far were the Americans who you ordered to get out of 
the ditch located from that house? P 

4 = Tt could have been approximately 150 meterse 

Q Did you send the prisoners away from where you made them 
stand up in the direction of the house? 

A Tete 

Q Were the prisoners wider guard when they marched back in 
that direction? 

A Noe 


Did you tell the prisoners that they had to report somewhere? 


Q 
A No, I only sent them in the direction of the houses 
Q 


Why did you send the prisoners to the rear without any 
guard and without giving them any directives? 
A When we first stopped behind the crossroads, I noticed 
that they were German soldiers and that is why I sent them dom there. 
What did you expect was going to happen t these prisoners? 
I didn't think about that, I only sent them awaye 


Did you have an order when you made prisoners to send them 


Noe 
What orders did you have what to do with prisoners? 
I only had the general ruling that prisoners will not 


have to be made and it was left up to me what to do with theme 
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QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Leer): 
Q Where did the phrase ‘open up the fire on the Americans 


As far as I saw just before the crossroads, 


What distance before the crossroads did they open fire? 


Approximately 100 meters before the crossroads. 
Where were you at that time? 
We were approximately 150 meters away from the crossroads. 
What vehicles were standing in front of you? 
I saw a few SPWs and a few tankse 
Were you able to mke up a picture of the march route and 
who were in these different vehicles? 
A I only know that the 10th campany was the leading unit that 
day and must have been in front of ue. 
Q Did you know as the radio man of Diefenthal's wagon who 
gave the arder to fire? 
A Noe ‘ 
Q Do you know what officer arrived at the place and gave an 
order to cease fire and to mve on? 
Noe 
Do you know that that order was given? 
Noe 
With what vehicle did Peiper arrive at the crossroads? 
Peipa@ was in ou SPie 
From what place and from what time and to what place and 
until what time did you remain in your vehicle? 
A As far as I remember I mounted our SPW before Honsfeld and 
remained therein until we reached a point after Cheneuxe 
Q Did you hear when Oberst Peiper asked wire the mmof the 


9th company were at? 
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a I heard when Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper asked from what 
company are yous 

Q To whom did he address that question? 

A He addressed it to man who were standing in front of = 
SPW which was in front of us on the left hand side after we had turned 
around at the crossroads. 

Q Where were you sitting in the SPW? 4 

A I was sitting on the right and side of the drivers 

Q Were yousitting in the SPW on the same place with the 
exception of the time where you dismounted? 

A = Te8s 

Q What question did you pose towards Diefenthal or Peipa 
before you dismounted? 

A I did not ask any questions 

Q Did anyone order you to dismount? 

A Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper gave me three minutes tine to 
organize and for that reasonI had to dismount the vehiclee 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs I believe there is a correction. Are you 


sure about the translation of the word ‘organize!t? 


MRe STRONG: It is correct. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: We think it is incorrect. May I suggest 
if the official court interpreter doesn't know, that the witness 
explained what Peiper gave him permission to doe (To Interpreter 
Wolf: Translate what I saye 

LAW MEMBER: Ack the witness what he means by the word you 
translated "organize". 

(Whereupon the interpreter did as directed, ) 

INTERPRETER WOLF%: Make bootye 

Q Is it known to you that the order was given to you several 
times by your regimental commander that you should not make any booty 


and. that you should not stop and waste time in making 6uch booty? 
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a Yes, this order was known to mes 

Q me more question, did Colonel Peiper tell you to make 
booty or did he allow you to make booty? 

A Obersturmbannfushrer Peiper said you have three minutes 
and I thought I could employ that time and make we df ite 

Q The witness should tell the Court if despite his present 
nervous condition he is positively sure to remember the exact wording 
at that time? 

A Yess 

DEFENSE: Wo further crosse 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Wo redirects 

EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 

QUESTIONS BY IAW MEMBER: 

Q Did Colonel Peiper make any comment about sending the 


prisoners to the rear? 


Noe 
Did he say anything when you sent the five prisoners to the 


Noe 
Where was he at the time? 
He was standing in the SPW. 
Q And how far was that from you where you were standing with 
the prisoners? 
A About ten meters. 
Q When you shot in the direction of the prisoners when they 
ware still in the ditch, did Colonel Peiper say anything to you? 
A Noe 
PRESIDENT: There appear to be no other questions by the Courts 
The witness is excusede 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the @urt please, the Prosecution offers 
in evidence an affidavit of Colonel Robert Le Hunter dated the 29th 
day of August 1945, to be attached to the record and marked Prosecutions 
Exhibit Number 61, 
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Ife COLONEL DWIWELL: The Defense Interposes an objection 
on the grounds previously stated with respect to Prosecution's 
Exhibit "P=27" whichwms the IG. reporte 

DEFENSE: The Defense calls attention to the classification. 

PROSECUTION: They have all been reduced. There is no 
Classification on any of them that is "Restricted", JI think all 
War Crimes records have been reduced, from my recollection of ite 

LAW MEMBER: The dooument offered by the Prosecution is a 
Glassified documnte Prosecution has announced that such documnte 
have been reduced in olassificatione In admitting this document 
into evidence the Court will make the same ruling it made with 
respect to document "P-27", that it will be impounded until the 
document has proven to be unclassified. The objection is overruled, 

PRESIDENTs Ths exhibit offered by the Prosecution will be 
admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit "P61", 


(Whereupon the document referred to having been previously 


identified was received in evidence as Proseoution's Exiibit "P61" 
and is attached hereto and made a part of the recorde) 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution requests permission to read its Exhibit 
P61", 


PRESIDENT: Granted. 





89,5/28,1sp PROSECUTION: (Reading) 


"For the WAR CRINZS OFFICE 
Judge Advocate General's Department - War Department 


United States of America 


THREE HH HHH HEH HHSBEMEEEHHetaREEaet at ge 
+ 
In the matter of introduction # Perpeuation of 
to medical evidence in the case # Testimony of Col. 
referred to as the Malmedy Rosser L. Hunter, 
Massacre, ¢ O-5741 
JEN EHIME HEHE EEHE NHB EH HEHEHE HEGRE HHEEEEM EME 


Taken at: Office of the Inspector General, 
First United States Army, Fort 
Jackson, 8. C. 


Date: 28 August 1945 


In the Presence of: Lt. Col. Alvin B. Welsch, 
0-238440, Lt. Col. John C. 
Rappleyea, 0-250492, both IGD, 
First United States Army and lst 
Lt. Raymond D. Czapko, 0-1053351, 
Office of the Provost Marshal, 
Fort Jackson, 8. C. 

Reporters: Virginia M. Krell, Office of the 
Provost Marshal, Fort Jackson, $,C. 


Questions by: lst. Lt. Raymond D. Czapko 


Would you state your name, rank, and serial 
number? 
Rosser L. Hunter, 0-5741, Inspector 
s Department, Army Inspector General, 
United States Army. 


Please ate the date and place of your birth 
and ler of service with Army? 
was in Washtneton, D September 


5. de 


1916. 


rour present assignment in 
and January l1¢ ? 





As Army Inspector General, First United 
States Army, did you have any connection with 
the death of Americans who were in German 
hands at the time of the Ardennes offensive 
in 1944? 

A. I did. 


"I was Inspector General during the campaigns 
in Europe in 1944-45, and exercised general super- 
vision over the investigations into the death of 
Americans who had beencaptured by German forces 
at the time of the German break-through in the 
Ardennes on 16 December 1944. Investigation, under 
my supervision, by officers of the Inspector General 
Section, First Army, established that on 17 Decem- 
ber 1944, approximately one hundred and fifty (150) 
American officers and enlisted men, who had been 
captured by the Germans, were placed in a field near 
@ cross-road approximately two (2) miles southeast 
from the town of Malmedy in Belgium and near the 
small village of Geromont; that fire from German 
armored vehicles on the adjacent road was directed 
{nto the group of prisoners of war; that thereafter, 
the armored vehicles left the vicinity; that 
thereafter, a group of German soldiers, who had 
been left at a road block in the vicinity, 
went among the prostrate Americans, shooting 
those who showed signs of life. Some of the 
Americans, approximately 35, who despite their 
wounds were able to travel, escaped from the field 
mostly after dark. 


"Efforts were made by Officers of the 
Inspector General's Section to visit the scene, 
but it was in German hands and these efforts were 
unsuccessful until 14 January 1945 when the field 
was recaptured. Prior to this time, officers of 
this section had made reconnaissances of the field 
but were never able to actually get on it. Shortly 
after 17 December 1944, the snows commenced and 
the field was covered in from two (2) to five (5) 
feet of snow. For that reason, these conducting 
reconnaissances could not determine the condit tons 
on the field. 

"On 14 January 1945, Officers of the Inspector 
General Sect followed the assault waves of the 
Thirtieth on ir his field. It 


deemed ces h the field for 


found) 
laborers + 
Registratior 
officer and 


ns ines ch 





show evidence of traffic. However, there were a 

few places where artillery shells had recently fallen 
in the field. The entire field was closely 

searched, including removal of the snow over 

bodies. ach body, as found, was placarded with a 
number and photographs were taken of the bodies 
showing the number and their position itn the field. 


"A]1l bodies found were frozen hard and stiff 
and were generally in piles or rows. In some 
cases, the bodies had become frozen to each other 
and frozen to the ground. 


"Bodies wore removed from the field by hand 
and carried under defilade to a point on the 
Geromont-Malmedy Road where they were placed in 
a truck and carried to Malmedy and placed in a 
building that had previously Leen heated by wood- 
burning stoves. In this building, the bodies 
were placed in the rooms until they thawed 
sufficiently to remove the clothing. 


"Hach body was examined by a medical officer, 
an Inspector General and members of the Graves 
Registration Service. Thorough search was made of 
the clothing and the body for identification, and 
the medical officer, examined the body for cause 
of death. There were also Signal Corns Photographic 
Personnel present and photographs were made of 
bodies showing unusual wounds. During this examina- 
tion, the number placards placed on the bodies in 
the field were still attached to the clothing 
except in the three or four cases where they had 
become detached in the journey. After the search 
for identification, examination by the medical 
officer and, in some cases, the photographing of 
the bodies, they were placed in bed sacks and 
transported under the supervision of the Graves 
Registration Service to the cemetary. 


"At all times, from the time the snow 
removed from on top of the bodies in the 
until they were sent to the cenetery for 

ent, they were under the supervision of 
Inspector General, s previously stated 
body was frozen hard and stiff and rema 
that condition at least until the 

the house in Malmedy. The t 

thawed even at that time. 

examined by the medical 


"From personal observation, the condition of 


odies when found tn the field and when examined 
the 34 officers, was that, with 
d multiple wounds from 
the face, chest and stomach, 
wounds small arms in the temple, 
e ears.. In these cases, 
wound on the body 


ases, the skin 





the wound in the temple showed obvious powder 
marks. A few bodies, recovered near the shell 
craters in the field, showed evidence of post 
mortem laceration from shell fragments. With 
respect to the condition of the bodies when found, 
none showed any signs of decomposition. Upon 
removal of certain bodies from the field, it was 
observed that their eyes had been enucliated, and 
snow had filled the empty eye sockets. Upon’ 
examination in the house in Malmedy, this obersa- 
tion was verified. In one instance, the back of 
the head had been completely crushed. The medical 
officer who was on the field during the first part 
of tire time the bodies were being removed was 
Capt. John N. Snyder. The medical officers who 

> performed the detailed examimtion of the bodtes tn 
the house in Malmedy was Major Giacento C. Morrone, 
and Captain Joseph A. Kurz. Capt. Snyder, after 
leaving the field, also performed detailed examina- 
tions in the house in Malmedy. 


"In me Report of Investigation concerning 

is cas there is included a deta led report 
of the exam 1 of these bodies, their con- 
dition at that time and evidence of their 
identification. 


"The search of the clothing in the house in 
Malmedy disclosed that, in general, the bodies 
been robbed. American or Beleian mon 
s found on most bodies; a number of wrist watches 
were found either on the wrist or still clasped 
in the hands. Only a few of the bodies were 
clothed in an over-coat, but #11 had on outer 
clothing, field jackets, combat jack or sweaters. 
All had on shoes. In a few cases, cigarettes were 
found on the body. When found, (and also when 
examined by the medical officers) a considerable 
r were frozen 2 position with both hands 
raised above 


"In the 


hland 


sser L. Hunte 
oath, st 


transeri 





answers contained therein are true to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, 


(Signed) Rosser L. Hunter, 0-5741 
Colonel, IGD 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day 
of August, 1945, 


(Signed) RAYMOND D. CZAPKO, lst Lt. 
0-1053351, CMP 
Summary Court." 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, prosecution 
offers in evidence exhibit F. G and H of the First 
U. 8. Army Inspector General's Report dated 27 Janu- 
ary 1945, reference number of originating office, 
IG-101, to commandtns general, 12th Army Group, from 
Commanding General of the First U.S. Army, to be 
attached to the record and marked prosecution exhibit 
Nos. 62, 63 and 64 respectively. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: The defense itnterposes 
an objection to this evidence on the grounds that it 
has not been shown that efforts have been made by the 
prosemtion to secure the personal attendance as a 
witnoss of the medical officer who made the report. 
The admission of the report is contrary to the best 
evidence rule and deprives the defense of the cross 
examination of a very important witness on a very 
important issue in this case, and the defense refers 

Manual for Military Government, Technical 
for Lecal and 
" 


Heresay evidence 


a witness not produced ts thus 


to obtain the presence 
witness and ’ ournment may be ordered for thet 


purpose." 
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PROSECUTION: My answer is that according to 
the outline of procedure, the IG report is admissible 
either in whole or in part and already part of this 
Inspector General Report has been admitted, and to 
satisfy the Court further, the affidavit of the 
Inspector General -- we have produced the affidavit 
of Rosser L. Hunter who had supervision of the 
removal of the bodies and the examination thereof, 
and prosecution believes it hes fully complied with the 
spirit of the rules that govern the admission of 
evidence tn the Military Government Court, 

LT. COL. DWINELL; May it please the Court, 
this is not an offer of ewidence of an IG Report, 
but is an offer of evidence of testimony taken before 
the Inspector General, and the credibility the 
Inspector General put upon that evidence is not before 
this Court. 

LAW MEMBER: The Court will make the same 
ruling it did with respect to the former Inspector 
General's Report. The evidence being offered is a 
part of an official document of the Army and will 

e admitted under rule 12 of the rules of procedure 
page 37 of the Technical Manual. Objection ts over- 


ruled. 


and 64 respectively. 
Whereupon the documents referred to, were 


received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibits No. 
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62, 63, 64 respectively and are attached hereto and 


made a part of the record.) 

PH SECUTION: Prosecution requests per- 
mission to read its exhibits 62, 63, and 64 
respectively. 


PRESIDENT; Granted. 





"Captain JOSEPH A. KURCZ, 0-501599, Medical Corps, llth 
Evacuation Hospital, after being duly sworn, testified as foll- 


ows: 


"That on 1h, 15 and 16 January 19)5, at Malmedy, Belgiun, 


he examined bodies brought into Malmedy under the supervision 
of Inspectors General, First U, 8. Army; that the bodies were 
disrobed for the purpose of this examination; that the identi- 
fications indicated were made at the time of his examination 
from identification tags, pay cards, and other evidences in 
the clothing; that the tag numbers referred to are those placed 
on the bodies by Inspectors General before removal fron 

of discovery; and +t the bodies when delivered to him f 
amination were still in a frozen state with some of the sn 


still adhering to them, 


"Tag Noe 2 





"Identified as: RALPH J. INDELICATO, 17133271, Corporal, Med. 


Det., 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion. 


"Personal effects founds One comb, one pair scissors, wallet 
containing photographs, stamps, AGO card, one 20,000 mark note, 
and 56 German marks. 


"Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: 


Soldier was dressed in OD sweater, OD shirt and trousers, over- 


shoes, Clothing was torn, and frozen to the body, 


"Medical Diagnosis: Both arms elevated to the level of the head, 
Face: both eyes are fone. Examination reveals bilateral enuclea- 
tion with a sharp instrument. The skin edges show definite knife 
marks. The eye sockets are cleanly evacuated, (Opinion: Enuclea- 
tion mechanical, performed by a sharp instrument. Presence of 
blood in the region of the sockets and the rarged appearance of 
the skin substantiates the opinion that it was performed while 
the soldier was still alive and it was done by an inexperienced 
person.) Pistol shot wound, face, entrance left upper lip, axit 
right cheek at the level of the right lower lip, Wound, lacer- 
ating, severe, of the left shoulder with complete tearing away 
of the skin and underlying structure dovm to the shoulder joint 
and almost to the region of the neck, caused by machine pun fire, 
Wound, severe, lacerating, of the left elbow and the left lower 
third of the arm, with fracture compound comminuted of the left 
humurus, caused by machine gun fire. Multiple perforating wounds 
of the left hand and wrist with fracture compound comminuted of 


wrist and hand bones caused by mltiple bullet wounds." 


"Tag No. 3: 





"Identified as: LUKE S. SWARTZ, 3397309, 1/5, Battery "BM", 
285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion, 


"Personal effects found: One fountain pen, two pencils, one 
chain, one New Testament, one comb, letters, one pocket knife, 


one wallet containing 55 German marks, and one good luck charm, 


"Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: 
Overcoat, field jacket, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, legsings, 


and overshoes. 1/5 insignia on overcoat, Identification band 
on right wrist, blood on the right trouser leg in the region of 
the knee, 


"Medical Diagnosis: The arms are raised above the head. Old blood 
on face, Bullet wound perforating right knee, with fracture com- 
pound comminuted of the right knee joint. Bullet wound, left side 
of head, penetrating the left forehead just above the, with the 
wound showing definite powder burns. (Opinion: Wound of head 


inflicted by a pistol bullet at close range.) 


"Tag No. ) and 23: 


"Identified as: JOHN J. CLYMIRE, 16011838, Private First Class, 


86th Engineer Battalion, Heavy Ponton. 


"Personal effects found: One comb, one fountain pen, one relig- 
ious medal, one ring, one Bulova wrist watch, wallet containing 


520 Belgian frances, EM identification card, 


"Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: 





OD shirt with First Army insimmia on the left shoulder, OD trous- 
ers, legeings, combat shoes. 

"Medical Diagnosis: “oth hands are raised above the head, Head: 
Wound, severe, fracture compound comminuted, lacerating with loss 


of all the cranial bones plus loss of the forehead, and loss of 
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brain tissue. Careful examination reveals that the high explos- 
ive missile entered from the back and caused the damage described 
above. Penetrating wound, severe, of the left upper chest also 


caused by a high explosive missile, 


"Identified as: SYLVESTER V. HERCHELROTH, 3397232, Corporal, 


Battery "B", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion, 


"Personal effects found: One comb and case, one pencil == wood- 


en, one New Testament, 10 Belgian francs, one automatic pencil, 
one fountain pen, one leather case with four small drills, one 
note book, photographs, soldier's pay book, one broken comb, 

one wallet with photographs. 3 Belgian 20-franc notes, 3 Belgian 


10-frane notes, 1 Belgian S-frane note, 


'Mescription and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: 


Not taken on this body, 


"Medical Diagnosis: The hands were raised above the head. GSW, 
perforating wound, bullet, skull, with entrance left occipital 
region, exit face. Fracture compound comminuted right maxilla, 
Lacerated wound, bullet, hand, left, with traumatic amputation 
fourth and fifth fingers at mita carpo - phalangeal joints, en- 
trance posterior. lLacerated wound, severe, nose, richt eye. 
Lacerated wound, severe, shell fragment, HE, upper third left 
thigh anterior surface, 12 cms x 6 cms, with fracture compound 


comminuted left femr post mortem, 


"Identified as: HOWARD S. DESCH, 33187538, Private First Class 
— ? > ’ 


Rattery "BY, 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion, 


"Personal effects found: 





"One nail file, one automatic pencil, one soldier's pay book, 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: 


Not taken on this body. 


"Medical Diagnosis: Bullet wound, penetrating, severe, of head, 
entrance forehead with powder burns at the region of entrance of 
the missile, (Opinion: Pistol bullet wound inflicted at close 
range.) Penetrating wound, severe, right eye with powder burns, 
severe. Machine gun wound, severe, lacerating, of the lower 
abdomen, entrance from the left side, with evisceration. Wound, 
machine gun bullets, left hip, lacerating, severe, with fracture 
compound comminuted of the left hip. Wound, machine gun bullets, 
left knee, lacerating, severe, with fracture compound comminuted 
of the left knee, Wound, machine gun bullets, right knee, lacer- 


ating, severe, with fracture compound of the right knee. 


"Tag No. 12: 


"Identified as: ROBERT (NMI) COHEN, 3377788, Private First Class, 
Battery "8", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion. 
"Personal. effects found; One comb, one flashlight, one pocket 
kmife, one small chain, thirteen assorted coins, two ciparette 
lighters, one box needles, one tooth brush, one fountain pen, 

one pay book, one book in Hebrew, letters, wallet containing 


100 Belgian Francs, 101 German mrks, 


"Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: 


Not taken on this body. 


Diagno: : Machine gun wounds, perforating, right upper 
chest with entrance posteriorly and exit anteriorly. GSW's per- 
forating, head, entrance right forehead, exit posteriorly. Wound, 


entrance right temporal region, exit left temporal frontal recion. 





Powder burns present at the entrance region of both wounds 


of the forehead. Wound, shrapnel, HE, right hand, traumatic 


amputation of whole hand at the wrist, post mortem. (Opinion: 
wound of head inflicted by pistol bullet at close range.) 


“Zag Ho. 15: 

Personal Effects Found: Ring on left hand, two combs, one iden- 
tification bracelet, one Bible, one fountain pen, one pencil, 
one key, one wallet containing photographs, driver's permit, 119 
German marks, soldier's pay book. 


Description and Condition of outer Clothing before being Disrobed: 
Field jacket, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, leggings and over- 
shoes. First Army insignia on jacket. Bullet was found on chest 


between shirt and sweater. 


Medical Diagnosis: Arms raised to level of the head. Wound, 
perforating the left chest wall in the region of the heart. The 
missile (bullet) was found on the shirt and a large amount of 
blood was found on the anterior chest wall. (Opinion: The miss- 
ile, after hitting the left chest wall, perforated the heart, mak- 


ing ite exit, the soldier dying of severe hemorrhage. ) 


“fag Moe 16: 

Identified as; JOHN D. COLLIER, 33522138, Private First Class, 
Battery "B", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion. 
Fersonal effects found: Ring on left hand, pocket knife, one 
chain, coins, one comb, paybook, fountain pen, wallet, one-half 


German mark. 


t and dition of Outer +: efore b isrobed: 
Overcoat, field jacket, OD shirt, trousers, sweater, leggings, 


shoes, overshoes. 





Medica) Diagnosis: Bullet wound, perforating left chest wall, 


entrance anterior, left side chest, just below the mid-portion 


of the clavicle, exit left posterior chest wall in the region 


of the inferior angle of the scapula, slightly lateral to the 
midline. Wound, perforating, head, entrance on the left side 
in the region of the right occipital bones. Wound severe, lac- 
erating of the right posterior side of the lower chest, about 
10 cm's laterial to the midline. Cause, high explosive shell 
fragments, poet mortem wound. Medical opinion: The soldier 
was first shot from the front in the region of the clavicle, 
dropping down to the right side, with the right knee being 
flexed, the left leg stretched out, the arms in front of the 
body. The position of the head wound indicates that he was 
shot with a pistol while in a recumbent position on his right 
side. Bullet wound, perforating, with fracture compound of 


third and fourth metacarpals of left hand. 


“Teg No. 185 

Identified as; SAMUEL P. BURKETT, 33569673, 1/5, Battery "B", 
285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion. 

Personal effects found: Soldier's paybook, prayer book, pocket 
knife, cigarette lighter, ring on left hand, pocket watch, 
letters, cigarette case, one chain, wallet. 

le nd Condit f thi fore Being Disrobed: 
Overcoat, field jacket, OD shirt and trousers, sweater, leggings, 


overshoes, wool knit cap. 


Medical Diagnosis; Bullet wound perforating left shoulder, en- 
trance anterior, exit posterior. Wound, head, perforating, bullet, 
entrance left side of head, just above the pinna of the ear, ex- 
it right side of the face in the region of the lobule of the 


right ear. Wound, bullet, penetrating right hip. Wounds, ml- 


861 





tiple, penetrating and lacerating, of the back in the region 


of the left hip bone, middle of the back, about the second 
lumbar vertebrae. Also in the region of the first and second 
thoracic vertebrae, caused by high explosive shell fragments. 
Examination reveals that these shell fragment wounds were post 
mortem. Medical opinion: The position in which the body was 
found indicates that the soldier fell on his right side after 
being hit by the bullet in the hip, the reason is the flection 
of the left knee and the outstretched arms. It is further be- 
lieved by the medical officer that the head wound was fired at 
close range after the soldier was in a recumbent position on 
his right side, because of the position of the wound in rela- 
tion to the other wounds of the body. Since the area is cover- 
ed with hair, it is impossible to identify any positive powder 
burns. 


"Tag No. 193 
Jdentified as: HLMER W. WALD, 20326296, Private First Class, 
Medical Detachment, 200th Field Artillery Battalion. 
Personal effects found: Medical brassard, pen knife, fountain 
pen, comb, assorted coins, pencil, paybook, wallet containing 
one ten dollar bill, one two-dollar bill, and forty Belgian 
france. 

a GE - er i fore Bei: srobed: 
Mackinaw, field jacket, sweater, OD trousers and shirt, paratroop- 
er's boots. 
Medical Diaenosis: Hands above head. Medical brassard securely 
attached to the left arm, definitely visible. High explosive 
missile wounds. Head: lacerating wound of the head, involving 
occipital, parietal, and the frontal bones of the right side 


with complete loss of the brain tissue. Wound, perforating, 





left axilla, caused by bullet. Wound, lacerating and perfor- 


ating of the left hand caused by bullet. Opinion: The head 
Wound appears to have been caused by a heavy missile; the wounds 
of the left axilla by bullets. Severe wound, lacerating, of 
the left hip, upper left thigh. This wound is caused by HE 
shell fire, and medical opinion is that it occured after the 


soldier's death, no evidence of old blood being found." 


Stag Nos 2): 
Identified as; HALSEY J. MILLER, 32561864, Corporal, Battery 
"BY, 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion. 
Personal effects found: Two rolls film, one chain, letters, 
prayer book, one fountain pen, soldier's paybook, wallet con- 
taining one dollar bill, one and one-half German marks, five 
French francs, eight coins, one screw driver. 

5 n_and tion of fore Bei: 
OD shirt and leggings, OD trousers, shoes, overcoat, wool knit 
cap, gloves. 
Medical Disgnosis; Bullet wound penetrating left anterior 
chest wall slightly lateral to the midline and on the level of 
the nipple line. Wound, perforating, of head. Entrance poster- 
ior, in the region of the left parietal occipital bones. Exit, 
right forehead, slightly above and lateral to the eyebrow. 
Wound, lacerating, severe, of the right posterior surface of 
the knee, with fracture compound comminuted of the right knee 
joint. No powder burn could be found in the region of the en- 
trance of the bullet in the head wound, however, it is the 
opinion of the medicel officer that it was a close range shot, 
Decause the soldier was lying on his face at the time he was 
shot. The reason for the soldier falling on his face was the 


wound described in the chest wall. The wound of the right knee 





is a post mortem wound, caused by high explosive shell frag- 


ments." 


"Tag No. 22: 

Identified as: JOHN H. SHINGLER, 33570509, Private, 285th Field 
Artillery Observation Battalion, 

Personal Effects Found: One German belt buckel, wallet, letter, 


soldier's paybook. 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed: 
Field jacket, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, shoes, overshoes 


and gloves. 


Medical Diagnosis: Machine gun bullet wounds, mitiple, perfor- 
ating, of the chest, entrance right side, exit left side. Bullet 
wound penetrating head, entrance posterior, no sign of gun powder 
burn. Bullet wound, perforating, right lower back, entrance pos- 


terior, exit anterior. 


"Tag Noe 26: 


Identified as: MAX SCIWITZGOLD, 329522, 1/5, Battery "DN, 


285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion. 


Personal Effects Found: One whistle, one pen and pencil set, 


wallet containing 11103 German marks, 2 twenty-dollar bills, 


one ten dollar bill, one 10-shilling note, one pound note, 100 
? ? bs ’ 


Belgian frances, 10 French francs, PX ration card, 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Pefore 





s, shirt, cloves, scarf, 


and overshoes. First Army insignia. 


Medical Diagnosis: Bullet wound, head, perforating, entrance 
pans a tal AB a at OL , ’ 7 





right eye, exit posterior, in the region of the left occipital bone. 
Bullet wound, penetrating, of the right chest, HE shell fire 

wound of the right abdominal wall, severe, and from examination 

it appears to have been incurred from a high explosive fragment 
after the soldier was dead, HE shell fire wound of the right 

knee, lacerating, severe, incufred after the soldier was dead, 


Arms in front of body, 


"Tag No. 29: 


Identified as: CARL H. BLOUCH, 33497061, 1/5, Battery "B", 285th 


Field Artillery Observation Battalion, 


Personal Effects Found: Pocket knife and chain, one comb, one 
fountain pen, wallet containing 150 Belgian francs, soldier's 


paybook. 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed: 


Field jacket with First Army insignia on left sleeve, OD shirt 


and trousers, legrings, shoes, and overshoes, 


(Medical. Diagnosis: Right arm above head, left arm next to body, 


Machine gun twllet wounds, Jacerating, severe, left knee, lower 
part of thigh with fracture compound comminuted of the lower third 
of the fermr, Wounds perforating richt knee, severe. Medical 


opinion is that soldier bled to death. 
"Tag No. 32% 


Personal Ef nds One pair s 1 case, 


one pocket knife, soldier's paybook, two keys, two coins, w: 


containing 50 Belgian francs, 





Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed: 


Field jacket, OD shirt and trousers, scarf, shoes, and overshoes, 


Medical Diarnosis: Head wound, HE missile, severe, perforating. 
Point of entrance left eye and left forehead. Exit, posterior 
wall of cranial vavlt causing severe laceration of the scalp, 
complete destruction of the brain tissue and severe fracture of 


the complete cranial vault. 


"Tag Noe 38: 


pa 2 EL EB 


Identified as: THOMAS E. McDERMOTT, 0-1018686, First Lieuten- 


ant, Reconnaissance Company, 32nd Armored Reriment. 


Personal Effects Found: Cigarette lighter, one comb and case, 
one fountain pen, one prayer book, one First Iieutenant's bar, 


one Armored collar insipnia. 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed: 
Trenchcoat, field jacket, OD trousers, and shirt with TPirst Lieu- 
tenant's bar and Armored insignia on collar, shoes, and overshoes, 


Right leg of trousers covered with blood, 


Medical Diamosis: The hands were raised above the head. GSW 
of the head, penetrating, left forehead, with definite sims of 
powder burn. Pullet wound perforating right thigh, lower tt 
noderately severe, (Opinions The perforating wound of ric 
thigh caused soldie rop. f head inflicted 


hen polider waa: Ln: seen position.) 


Identified as: N LINDT, 38009681, Sergeant, D 


"A", 200th Field Artillery Battalion, V Corps Military Government 





Police Force Battalion, 


Personal Effects Found: Two fountain pens, lettors, tweezers, 


two coins, 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed: 


Field jacket, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, combat shoes with 


leather tops, overshoes. Sergeant's stripes on jacket. 


Medical Diagnosis: The hands were raised above the head. MGP 
insignia securely attached to the left arm, Head: Wovnd, lace 
erating, right ear, right cheek, right lip, caused by bullet; 
wound, penetrating, richt upper chest, caused by bullet. Wound, 


lacerating, left knee, posterior, caused by high explosive missile, 
"Tag Noe liSe 


Identified as: PAUL R. CARR, 33549291, Private, Rattery "D", 


285th Fteld Artillery Observation Battalion. 


Personal Effects Found: Soldier's paybook, one Bulova wrist 
watch, one comb, one prayer book, ten coins, wallet containing 


PX ration card, 175 German marks, 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothin, 


Not taken on this body. 


The hands were rai 
» penetrating lef 


racture comnou 





"Tag Noe 50s 


Identified as: JOHN KLUKAVY, 36860531, Private First Class, 
Reconnaissance Company, 32nd Armored Regiment. 


Personal Effects Found: Cigarette lighter, one ring on left 


hand, wallet containing photographs, address book, Bible, one 


comb. 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Reing Disrobed: 


Combat jacket and trousers, sweater, shirt, leggings, shoes, 


Medical Diagmosiss The hands are over the head, Face: Left eye 
partially enucleated, Definite evidence of the lower lid and part 
of the upper lid showing ragged cuts, due to a sharp instrument. 
Right eye, enucleation started but not finished. The lower lid 
completely excised. GSW left kmee, lacerating. GSW right lower 
chest, peretrating. Opinion: Due to slood pressure and presence 
in the region of the eyes, and the ragged appearance of eye lids, 


I feel that this is a deliberate ante mortem enucleation, 


"tag Noe 57: 
Identified as: CHARLES R. PREON, 33568030, T/5, Battery "BY, 285th 


Field Artillery Observation Battalion, 


Personal £. Q Black leather wallet containing photo- 


graphs, PX ration card, cards, 50 mark note. 


Description and Condition of 





Field jacket, faticue trou 


i contused, severe, 


head and forehead h fracture of all the bones on that side 


apparently ca by blow over that portion of the head with a 





heavy object. Wound, lacerated, right elbow, caused by a 


bullet. In my opinion, the blow over the head was severe en- 


ough to cause death. 


"Tag No. 62: 


Identified as: CARL H. RULLMAN, 33109511, Corporal, Battery "Bt, 


285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion, 


Personal Effects Found: One Rifle marksmanship medal, two German 
belt buckles, one pocket knife, one German pin, one German pen, 
one fountain pen, one wallet containing 100 French francs, 9 Ger- 


man marks, 8 coins, one paybook, two rings on left hand, 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed: 
a 


Woolen headgear, overcoat, gloves, OD trousers and shirt, sweater, 


scarf, legeings, shoes and overshoes, 


Medical Diagnosis: The hands are in position covering up the face, 
The face itself is covered with blood, Bullet wound (pistol) head, 
penetrating right forehead just above thé eye, Bullet wound (pistol) 
penetrating left thigh. Bullet wound perforating richt knee. Op-= 
inion: The bullet (pistol) wound of the forehead indicates that 
the soldier has been shot at close range. There were no powder 
vurns present because the soldier's cap was pulled over the area 
through which the bullet entered, Therefore, the bullet first en- 
tered through the cap, then throuch the head, The appearance of 
the bedy with the position of the hands over his face seems to 
indicate that the soldier covered his face as a me 


range shot. 





Identified as: LLOYD A, TAMES, 0-101816h, Second Lieutenant, 32nd 
Armored Regiment. 


Personal Effects Found: One silver dollar, one wedding band on 


left hand, fingernail cleaner, 2nd Lieutenant's bar, cavalry collar 


insignia, fountain pen, key, ring on right hand, fingernail file, 


comb, wallet, medical register, 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrobed: 


Sweater, OD trousers, and shirt, combat shoes, wool headgear, 


Medical Diapnosis: Bullet wound, perforating and lacerating of 
the upper abdominal wall with evisceration. Wound, perforating, 
of upper part of forehead, midline, perforating the brain and 
scalp. This wound shows definite powder burn at the area of en- 
trance on the anterior surface of the forehead, cause bullet. Op-= 


inion: wound of head inflicted at close range hy pistol bullet, 


"Pag Nos 67: 


Identified as: PETER R. PHILLIPS, 13186081, Private, Battery "Bt, 


285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion, 


Personal Effects Found: One nencil, pencil lead, one ring, two 


pocket knives, soldier's paybook, letters, one pocket watch, 


Lon and Gondition of Outer Clothing Before 





Overcoat, OD shirt and trousers, mackinaw, shoes, legring 


shoes and sweater. 


Medical Diagnosis: 
at a mechanical emcleation w 


Close examination of eye sockets: 


sharp instrument -- old blood present. Eye sockets completely 





emptied, Opinion: Emucleation of eyes ante mortem by a sharp 
instrument, Severe laceration, with traumatic amputation of both 
legs in the region of the knees, caused by high explosive shell 
fragments, The findings indicate that this had occured after the 
soldier's death, Wound, lacerating and perforating of the right 
hand, caused by bullets with traumatic amputation of the fourth 
and fifth fingers, Wound, penetrating and lacerating of the head, 
posterior surface, severe, with laceration of the brain, Opinion: 
This wound was caused by a succession of bullets hitting the same 


area of the head, 


"Tag No. 68: 


Identified as: PAUL L. PADEN, 351787, Private First Class, 


575th Ambulance Company. 


Personal Effects Found: One comb, one pencil, one fountain pen, 


11 coins, one key, wallet containing photorraphs, 


Description and Condition of Outer Clothing Before Being Disrohed: 





Field jacket, combat trousers, sweater, shoes, First Army insignia 


on jacket, 


Medical Diarcnosis: Pistol bullet wound perforating head, Point 
of entrance right forehead, slightly to the richt of the midline 
of the forehead just below the hairline. Exit, posterior occi- 
pital area. Close examination of the point of entrance shows def- 
inite marks of powder burn, This suggests that the soldier was 


th a pistol at 


findings 





"Tag No, 693 


Identified as: CHARLES &, HALL, 3359251, Private First Class, 


Battery "BY, 235th Field Artillery Observation Battalion, 


Personal Effects Found: lone. 


Description and Condition of Ovter Clothing Before Being Disrobed: 


Field jacket, sweater, OD shirt, one legging, one overshoe. 


Medical Diapmosis: The body is comletely mtilated, the only 
member of the body present is the arm attached to a severely 
mutilated torso, It is the opinion of the medical officer that 
the body has been destroyed partly by hich explosive shells af- 
ter the soldier's death, 2 man had block hair; moderate dis- 
trittion of hair over the chest, One identification tag was 


found about the neck, 
"No Tag! 


Identified 


Batter; 


ollection of photos, photo holder, 
pen knife with chain, fountain pen, two indelible pen- 
ar's paybook, ps 
American Red 
Social Security card and collection 


10 French francs one German mark. 


Condition of | 





trousers, 


dical. Diagnosis: Wound, severe, le 


right jaw, causing compound c 
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the right jaw. Heads: Wound lacerating with fracture compound 
comminuted of the cranial bones of the right side of skull, 
Opinion of the examiner is that the wound was caused by a series 
of bullets fired in the same area, Wound, penetrating with 
fracture, compound comainuted of the left pvosterior hip caused 
by high explosive shell fragment, Opinion of the medical ex 


aminer, that this was incurred post mortem, 


"Not Tarredts 


Identified as: CHARLES BH, SWEENEY, 0-1325716, Infantry, Second 


Lieutenant, Company "Dp", 120th Infantry Reciment. 


Personal & Found 2 Lieutenant's bar, 
insignia, classes and case, one silver dollar 
inc 


book, one pencil, 


Description and Cond n_of Outer Clothing F 


Short trenchcoat or mackinaw, OD shirt and trousers, shoes. 


Medical 1 si, ns in front of bo 


right parietal region, 
"Tar 


SOATES, 33519636, Private, 


Observation Patta 


wallet, 190 Bel 


ring on 


Descriptior 








Field jacket, CD shirt, trousers, overshoes, leg¢rings, shoes, 


Medical Diapnosis: Bullet wound, perforating, entrance lower 
right side of back, in the region of the second lumbar verte- 
brae, about 8 centimeters lateral to the midline, exit lower 
left chest, in the anterior axillary fold, about the level of 


the nipple line. 


/s/ Joseph A. Kurz 
/+/ JOSEPH A. KURZ 
Captain, Medical Corps 
th Evacuation Hospital 


Subscribed and sworn to before 


me this 22nd day of January, 1915. 


/s/ Woodward C,. Gardiner 
/+t/ WOODWARD C. GASDINER 
Major, I. Ge Dy 
Assistant Army Inspector General 





AFTERNOON SESSION 


(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1430 hours, 28 


May 1946.) 

PRESIDENT; Take seats, the Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION; If the court please, let the record show that 
ell members of the Court, all members of the prosecution, all members 
of the defense with the exception of Mr, Strong, Mr. Walters, Dr. 
Lesling, Dr. Pfister, Dr. Hertkorn and Dr. Leer, who are absent on 
business of the defense, and all of the defendants and the reporter 
ere present, Also let the record show that prosecution is pleased to 
announced that lst Lt Robert B, Byrne is promoted to Captain. 

If the court please, does the defense desire to have 
Prosecution's exhibit P-64 translated into German? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL; In order to save time the defense will 
agree to dispense with the reading of the German translation. 

PROSECUTION; If the court please, Captain Byrne will 
present the next phase of the prosecution's case. 

CAPTAIN BYRNE; May it please the court, the prosecution 
offers in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit 65 the deposition of Max 
Drechsner, which has been ea part of the Inspector General's report 
and the exhibit attached thereto, 

LT COL DWINELL: The defense interposes the same objection 
that was made in respect to Prosecution's Exhibits P-62, P-63 and P-64. 

PRESIDENT; The objection is overruled on the same grounds 
as previously stated. The exhibit offered by the prosecution is 
admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-65. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in 
evidence and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-65, and the same is attach- 
ed hereto and made a part hereof.) 

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution requests permission to read 
exhibit P-65. 


PRESIDENT; ,Granted. 


(Drechsner's Statement) 





(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-65 was read as 


follows; 


"ZBSTIMONY OF: Pvt Max Drechener (PW) TAKEN BY; Captain Alfred T.Bogen 
Cac acting Assistant 
Army Inspector Gen. 
First US Army. 


LNTERPRETER: 2n@ Lt Jerry I Schulte, DATE; 29 January 1945. 
PWL Detachment, G2 
First US army 


TAKEN AT; Master Interrogation Center. 


1G; I am here to get further information concerning 
atrocities committed against Allied personnel, 
1. Q Do you understand the sanctity of an oath? 
A Yes. 


2 & Dé you object to taking an oath? 
A No, 


The witness is sworn, 


3. Q State your name, rank, organization, and serial nwnber? 
A Max Drechsner, Private, 11th Company, 999th Brigade, 
Sd Battalion, FPN 27445D, 
4. Q Eave you ever seen any atrocities committed against 
allied prisoners of war? 
A I have not seen any being committed against them, 


6, Q Have you heard of any, or seen the result of any? 
A Yes, I heard of them and saw the result in Hansfeld, 


6 Q Do you know the approximate date when this happened? 
A On the 17th or 18th December 1944 they were committed, 
I saw the bodies 14 days after that. 


7. Do you know who shot these prisoners? 
According to the testimony of civilians it was the S&. 


8. Do you know what organization? 
I do not kmow, 


9. Do you kmow the names of any of the officers who 
ordered these executions? 
A No, sir. 


EXHIBIT A -1- DRIGESWER 


10. Q Do you know the circumstances surrounding the shooting 
of these prisoners? 

A I heard from a comrade that there were bodies lying 
in the cemetery. I went over to check up on it and saw from their 
position they could not have died a natural death. So I walked over 
to a farmer and inguired about it, the farmer told us that he saw the 
SS shoot these PW's with the explanation that they could not use any 
PW's, They stated that they had nothing to eat themselves in Germany. 
The farmer lives about 10 minutes from the cemetery, on the road to 
Bullingen, 


(Drechsner's statement) 





11. Q Do you kmow the farmer's name? 
4 No, sir. 


12. Q Can you give a brief description of the house; which 
side of the road is it on? 

4 On the 19th of January there were still two American 
guns near the house--artillery pieces--they were damaged. (At this 
point a rough sketch of the area was made, which showed the farmer's 
house to be on the road to Bullingen) 


13. Q Were you ever ordered not to take prisonere--to 
shoot prisoners of war? 
A No, sir. 


14. Q Do you know any other civilians in this town who saw 
this atrocity beside the farmer? 
a I was trying to find out but people were too scared 
to talk. 


15. Q Do you know any particular houses where bodies were 
found in the closets or drawers? 
a No bodies were found in closets or drawers in Hansfeld, 
but in another town by the name of Rocherath. I was told by farmers 
on the way through the town that such things occurred there, and I can 
identify one of the farmers who told me that, 


16. Q Do you know what unit perpetrated these atrocities? 
A The SS, 


17.- Q Did this farmer actually see these people shot and 
put in the closets? 
A He was not explicit about it, he just told me the 
story. 


18, Were they American prisoners or civilians? 
I do not know. 


19. Do you kmow of anything else that might be of value 
to me? 
No. 


The witness was excused. 
EXHIBIT B 


I certify that Max Drechsner (PW) Private, FPN 27445D, 11th Company, 
Sa Battalion, 999th Brigade, testified before me, under oath, through 
end Lt Jerry I. Schultz, PWI Detachment, G-2, First U.S. Army, as 
given in Questions 1 to 19, Pages 1 to 2, on the 29th day of January 


1945, at Master Inte tion C er. 


/s/ Alfreé 1. Bogen 
ALFRED T. BOGEH 
Captain, C.A.C, 
Acting Assistant Army Inspector General, 
Headquarters First US Army," 


LT COL DWINELL: May it please the court, the defense feels 


that we shovid strenuously objett to thie teetimony and.move to strike 
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it from the record because it is based entirely on hearsay and through- 


out the testimony there are repeated questions about identify answered 


in the negative, so there is no connection whatsoever with the accused. 


We specially refer to some of the questions: 
"@ Do you know what organization? 
"& I do not know," 


"Q Do you know the names of any of the officers who ordered 
these executions? 


"A To, sir." 

LAW MEMBER; As in the case of previous doeunents of this 
nature, the court will admit the document into evidence but will place 
such value as it deems fit on the contents, whether they be valuable 
or not. The objection is therefore overruled. 

(Whereupon Progecution's Exhibit P-65 was read in 
the German language by the interpreter.) 

CAPTAIN BYRNE; May it please the court, the prosecution 
offers in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P~66 the deposition of 
Wolfgang Weinfurtner and requests that it be marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit P-66 and attached to the record and made a part thereof, 

LT COL DWINHLL; The defense interposes the same objection 
that was made with respect to Prosecution's Exhibit P-62, 63, 64 and 
65, 

PRESIDENT; The objection is overruled on the grounds 
previously steted. The exhibit offered by the prosecution is admitted 
in evidence and will be marked Exhibit P-66, 

(Whereupon the document referred to above was receiv- 
ed in evidence and marked Frosecution's Exhibit P-66, and the same 
is attached hereto and made a part of this record.) 

CAPTAIN BYRNE; Prosecution requests permission to read 

Exhibit P-66. 


PRESIDENT; Granted. 


(Drechener's statement) 





Did you ever receive an order not to take prisoners? 
No, this battalion was a labor detal battalion, 


ll. Have you personally seen any atrocities committed? 
No. 


12. Q Give me a description of where you saw the bodies in 
Hanefjeld? (The map drawn by PW Drechsner was produced and the witness 
was asked to verify the location of the bodies.) 


4 Where you have the X8s on the map is where they were, 


13. Q Do you know anything of bodies being thrown into 
closets and drawers, and whether or not they were éivilians or prisoners 
of war? 


A I know. nothing about it. 


14. Q Did you talk to any of the civilians concerning the 
Americans that you saw? 


A No, I was on a detail that's all. 


15. Q Do you have any other information that might be of 
value to me along these lines? 
A I have no information, 


The witness was excused, 


I certify that Wolfgang Weinfurtner (PW) Private, 11th Company, 
3d Battalion, 999th Brigade, FPN 27445D, testified before me, under 
eath, through 2nd Lt Jerry I Schultz, PWI Detachment, G-2, First US 
Army, as given in Questions 1 - 15, Pages 1 = 2, on the 29th day of 
January 1945, at Master Interrogation Center. 


/s/ Alfred T. Bogen 
ALFRED T, BOGEN 
Captain, C.A.C. 
Acting Assistant Army Inspector General, 
Headquarters First US Army. 


EXHIBIT B WEINFURTNER" 
(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-66 was translated 
into the German language by the interpreter.) 
LT COL DWINELL; The defense makes the same motion to strike 
the evidence from the record as it previously made with respect to 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-65, 


PRESIDENT; The motion is denied for the reason previously 


CAPTAIN BYRNE; Prosecution calls as its next witness Mr. 


Morris Blowitts. 


(Weinfurtner's statement) 





(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-66 was read as 
follows; 


"TESTIMONY OF: Pvt Wolfgeng Weinfurtner (PW) 

11th Company, 34 Battalion, 

999th Brigade. 

FPN 27445D 

TAKEN BY: Captain Alfred T, Bogen, 

CAC, Acting Asst. Army 
Inspector General 
First US Army. 


“INTERPRETER; ond Lt Jerry I, Schultz, DATE: 29 January 1945, 
PWI Detachment, G-2, 
First US Army 


TARY AT: Master Interrogetion Center 


IG: I am here to get further information concerning 
atrocities committed against Allied prisoners of war. 


1. . Do you understand the sanctity of an oath? 
Tes. 


Do you object to teking an oath? 
No. 


The witness is sworn, 


3. State your name, rank, serial number and organization? 
A Wolfgeng Weinfurtner, Private, FPN 27445D, 11th Company, 
3d Battalion, 999th Brigade, 


4, Q Fave you ever seen any atrocities committed ageinst 
Allied prisoners of war? 


A I have not seen any myself, 


6& @Q Did you help bury American prisoners who were murdered 
in Hansfeld? 
A No, sir, I was not in the deal. 


6. Q Did you see any American prisoners of war who had been 
murdered? 
A I sew six bodies in the open and also indications that 
more were under the snow, 


7. q Were there indications that these men had been murdered? 
A The bodies laid with the hands over the heads and gave 
the impression that y were murdered, all six men that vere in the 
burying detail were convinced that they were murdefed. 


8. you know the organization that did this? 
was SS, but I do not know the number of the unit. 


9. Q Do you know the names of any of the people who might 
have been involved in the murdering of these soldiers? 
A Jo, I do not kmow the names, nor do I kmow any civilians 
who could give any information, 


(Weinfurtner's statement) ete 





MORRIS ELOWITZ, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 
having been previously sworn, was recalled and testified as 
follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers and proceedings were 


translated by the interpreter into the German language.) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE) 

Q You are reminbd that you are still under oath, Are you 
the same Morris Elowitz who has previously testified in this trial? 

A Tam, 

Q Mr. Elowitz, during the course of your interrogations 
at I.P. No.2 at Schwaebisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion 
to interrogate one Anton Motzheim? 

A I did. 

Q I hand the reporter a document to be marked Prosecution 
Exhibit P-67 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 
Exhibit P-67 for identification by the reporter.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIOND (CAPT. BYRNE) 

Q = Mr. Elowitz, I show you a document that has been marked 
Prosecution Exhibit P-67 for identification and ask you if you can 
identify it? 

A Yes. It is a written statement of Anton Motzheim, 

Do you recognize the handwriting and the signature? 
I do, 

In whose handwriting and whose signature is it? 
Anton Motzheim's, 

Was this statement given voluntarily? 


It was, 


(Elowitz-redirect) 
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Q ill you describe the method in which the statement was 
taken? 

a First an oral interrogation was held with Motzheim and 
after that was completed the substance of his oral statement 
was Anoerporated in the written statement which I dictated to him, 

Q During the course of that interrogation was any harsh 
or cruel treatment used to obtain the statement? 

A No. 

Q Were there any threats or promises made at that time? 

A No, 

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution 
Exhibit P67 for identification and requests that it be admitted 
in evidence and made a part of the record. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to the statement on 
the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The exhibit 
offered by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be 
marked Prosecution Exhibit P-67. 

(Whereupon the document referged to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit P-67 and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE) 

Q Mr. Elowitz, would you recognize the man that you 
interrogated as Anton Motsheim, if you saw him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you look at the prisoners in the dock to your left 
and see if he is among those present? 

A Yes, he is. 


Q What number is he wearing? 


(Elowitz-redirect) 





He is holding his hands in front of the number. Number 36, 
PRESIDENTs Will maber 36 stand up? 
(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 


CAPT. BRYNE: Prosecution offers in evidence a true 


and correct English translation of Prosecution Exhibit P-67. 

I ask the reporter to mark it, Prosecution Exhibit P-67—A. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 

Exhibit P-67—A for identification by the reporter.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense has no objection to the 
translation. 

PRESIDENTs There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted inte evidence and will be marked 
Exhibit P-67—A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been 
previously marked and identified was received in evidence as 
Prosecution Exhibit P-67-A and is attached hereto and made 
a part of the record.) 

CAPT. BYRNEs May it please the Court, Prosecution 
requests permission to read Prosecution Exhibit P-67=A. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 


(Whereupon Capt. Byrne proceeded to read Prosecution Exhibit 
P-67=4 as follows: ) 





"I, ANTON MOTZHEIM, SS Unterscharfuehrer, having been duly sworn 
make the following statement: 


In December 19), I was in the 12th Company, 3rd Battalion, 2nd 
Ps. Gr. Regiment, L.SS.A.H. and attached to the K.W.K. platoon of 
Platoon leader Oberscharfuehrer PFALZER, as 2nd Gruppenfmehrer, On 
the 13th or 1th of December, during our stay in Dorweiler, Hauptscharf= 
uehrer Thiele, Commanding Officer of the 12th Company called the 
company together at 5 o'clock in the evening in order to make a speech 
concerning the coming offensive. Hauptscharfuehrer Thiele spoke to 
us substantially as follows: 


"The offensive which is imminent will decide the fate of the whole 
German nation. Think of it, that American gangsters have made 
our cities into a hea of rubble, millions of women and children 
were killed, If yo think of all that, then you know what you as 
SSmen have to do in case you capture American soldiers." 


The same night we moved into the staging area in the forest, which 
was the assembly area for the offensive. 


In the early morning hours on December 16, 194), as all our 
vehicles were lined up on the road ready for the attack, at a place, 
the name of which I do not know now, Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE came 
to me as I was standing in front of my K.W.K. and slapped me on my 
shoulders and said: 


"MOTZHEIM, we have reached this stage. Be with your whole 
heart at this undertaking. Prisoners won't be taken in this 
attack. All will be bumped off. Do you understand?! 


On the morning of December 17, 194, between 8 and 9 o'clock, I 
drove through a village which I believe to be HONSFELD. The reason I 
believe it was HONSFELD is because it was the village before we reached 
BUELLINGEN and there were no intervening towns between those two places. 
Also I know we had two air-raids that day, one in a tow and one in the 
open country and the one which occurred in the town was in this place 
and my comrades referred later to this air-raid as having happened in 
HONSFELD. I reached two ‘knocked out' American Anti~Tank Guns on the 
righthand and lefthand side of the road, as indicated on my sketch 
attached hereto. When my vehicle halted abreast of the AmericanAT 
gun, which was on the righthand side of the road I jumped off the 
vehicle with my M.Pi. in my hand. Between me and the A.T. Gun was a 
gutter over which a foot-bridge led. As soon as I was on the ground, 

I noticed an American soldier jumping up from the position marked as 
number 5 on my sketch, ‘The American soldier was facing me, hands 
extended to the side, but not over his head and I assumed that he 
wanted to surrender, I was about 5 to 8 meters from the American and 
as far as I could see he did not have any weapons. I knew he was an 
American soldier because he wore the American uniform. When I saw 
the American in the position just described, I fired a burst of abont 
3 to shots with my M.Pi. and he slumped in a lifeless manner to the 
ground. I did not go over to investigate whether he was dead because 
I had to jump for cover from the exploding bombs. I shot this American 
because Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE had given me the order that morning 
not to take any prisoners of war. 


A few days after we had broken out of the pocket in LA GLEIZE 
While resting in PETIT THLERS, Iaayed cards with several other NGO's 
of my company, friends of mine, and I am certain that the following were 
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present: Unterscharfuehrer PLUSCHKE (now Oberacharfuehrer ), Untersch- 
arfuehrer KINDLER, and Unterscharfuehrer RICHTER. Everybody was talking) 
about incidents of the EIFEL campaign and I described how I shot an 
American soldier, and this incident I talked about is the same inci- 
dent which I have herewith described in this statement. 


On the 17th December 19), it was late in the a fternoon around 
twilight, we passed the cross-roads 2 to 3 kilometers before ENGELS- 
DORF, where I saw lying in the field on the righthand side of the road, 
50 to 100 dead American soldiers. No other vehicles were present and 
we continued and did not stop. 


On the morning of December 19, 194, a few hundred meters before 
STOUMONT after my vehicle had been knocked out, I was stopped by 
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER who was standing with Hauptsturmfuehrer 
DIEFENTHAL near an SPW, Hauptecharfuehrer THIELE was also with his 
SPW in the immediate vicinity. Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER questioned 
me about the outcome of the attack. During this time a group of 50 to 
680 American prisoners of war passed by and the German guard asked 
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER what should be done with the prisoners. 
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER answered, ‘First of all, take them to 
LA GLEIZE, then we'll see further,' 


When I told Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER that I had been knocked 
out, he gave me the order to fight with my crew as Infantry. However, 
@ little later on the same morning I received the order to drive to 
LA GLEIZE with three K.W.K.'s which needed repair, I arrived in LA 
GLEIZE between 10 and 11 o'clock of the same morning, when I met 
PEIPER, who was standing with Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETTEL, Kommandeur 
of the A.A. (Translator's note: CO of Reconnaissance Battalion) and 
Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, Kommandur of the lst Panzer Abteilung 
(Translator's note: The First Tank Battalion), PEIPER called me 
over and asked what I was doing in LA GLEIZE, since I had received 
the order from him tofight as infantry. Just as I was standing 
there, Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE said to Obersturmbannfuehrer 
PEIPER: 


'Obersturmbannfuehrer, here are two more prisoners of 
war,! 


PEIPER answered in an indifferent and disdainful manner: 
‘As usual! 


From Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER's answer, I concluded that both 
prisoners of war would be bumped off, The reason I thought so at that 
time was because my company commander had told me that we would not 
take any prisoners of war, I myself had shot an Amrican, and I had 
seen a great number of dead American soldiers lying in the field 
before ENGELSDORF, As I was standing at this spot, I overheard Ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER and Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETTEL discussing an 
assignment of a mission which KNUETTEL had received from PEIPER, but 

I did not understand the exact details .of the missions 


Then I left this place on order of Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER 
to return to STOUMONT with my three K.W.K's and it was still in the 
morning when I again reached Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE at the same 
place where he had previously stood, several tmndred meters before 
STOUMONT. I reported back to Hauptscharfuehrer THIEIZ and also told 
him the latest news Which I had learned concerning the mission of 
Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETTEL. Hauptseharfuehrer THIELE then answered: 


'Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETTEL has received from Opersturm 
bannfuehrer PEIPER the order to drive back to STAVELOT 


off that gets front of the 
SP a Re Senna sekngantettalss,'1 “Tore oF the Eons 


(Motzheim Statement ) 


l? 





From my past experience in this offensive, I thought at this time 
that Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETIEL had the order at this operation 
to show no consideration to anybody, civilians as well as prisoners 
of ware 

Then I asked Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE whether he knew what 
was done with the large group of American prisoners of war that 
were taken in STOUMONT as I saw many groups of American prisoners 
of war this same morning. THIELE answered, 'They are being collected 
somewhere in a hollow in the rear, and there all will be bumped off.! 
He did not say who gave the order for the massacre and he did not 
mention any other facts about ite 

From this time until we had broken out of the pocket in LA 
GLEIZE I did not see and I did not hear of any other shootings of 
American prisoners of war and I do not remember that Hauptscharfuehrer 
THIELE spoke any more about ite 


I make this statement consisting of six pages and one sketch 
voluntarily without coercion, threats or promises of rewards 


(signed) ANTON MOTZHETK 
28 February 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 28th day of February 19,6 at 
Schwabisch Hall. Ger 
(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. CMP" 
(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit P-67 was read in the German language.) 

CAPT. BYRNE: May it please the Court, Prosecution offers 
in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit P-67-B, phto affidavit made by 
Anton Motzheim identifying Joachim Peiper, We ask that it be 
attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-67=B 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense has no objection to the admission 
of the picture affidavit and there is no necessity for reading 
the same. It is further agreed that the picture is that of the 
accused Joachim Peiper. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Exhibit P-67=B. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked and received 
in evidence as Prosecution Fxhibit P-67~B and is attached hereto 
and made a part of the record.) 


CAPT. BYRNE: You may cross examine, 
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RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (CAPT. NARVID) 
Q Mr, Elowits, who was present at the first interrogation? 
a I was with the interpreter. 
Q Was anyone else there? 
A Not at that time. 
Q At the second interrogation was anyone else present 
besides you and the interpreter? 
4a I don't remember, I think Mr. Thone was there. 
Was there any officer present at that time too? 
I don't remember. 
Were you always present at all interrogations - - 
No. 
— of Motzheim? 
No. 


Was Motzheim ever beaten in your presence? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
a 
Q 
A 


He was not, 
CAPT. NARVID: That is all. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: No thing further from the defense. 
CAPT, BYRNE: No redirect examination. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently not. 
The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew to the 
Prosecution table in the courtroom.) 

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution calls as its next witness 

Wilhelm Pluschke. 

WILHELM PLUSCHKE, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 


being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows: 


(Pluschke-direct) 





DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE) 
Will you state your full name? 
Wilhelm Pluschke. 
What was your organization during the Eifel offensive? 
12th Company, 2nd Panser Grenadier Regiment, L.SS.A.H. 
Do you recall that Anton Motsheim was a member of your 


Yes. 
Was he in your Company during the months of December 19) 
and January 19152 

A Teste 

Q Do you think you would be able to recognize Motzheim if 
you saw him in court? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you look at the prisoners in the dock on your left 
and see whether or not you can identify the man you have described 
as being in your Company? 

A Yess 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A Number 38/ 

PRESIDENT: Number 38, stand up. 

(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. BYRNE) 

Q At the end of the Eifel offensive, did you ever have any 
conversation with Motzheim regarding the events that happened therein? 

A Yes. 

Q Where was this? 

A That was in the first house that we came into after 


getting out of the place where we were surrounded in La Gleize. 
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Q Do you remember what that place was called? 

A Fetit Thiers, 

Q About when was it that you had that conversation with 
Motshein? 

& TI can't state the date for sure tut I think it was either 
the 28th or 29th of December 19). 

Q Was there anyone else present at the time of this 
conversation? 

A Yes, 


Q Do you remember their names? 


A To the best of my recollection, Sgt. Richter, Sgt. Hehnel, 


one Private Brunner and there were also more men whose names I 


~ don't remember, 


Q What were you doing at the time you had this conversation? 

A We were playing cards. 

Q Do you remember what, if anything, Motzheim said with 
reference to his participation in the Eifel offensive? 


A To the best of my recollection he stated that he had shot 
somebody too in the Eifel offensive, 


(Pluschke-direct) 





Tk }93-6/28-1 Q Did he say where this happened? 
Sally fole Irv 
4 If I remember properiy, he said Stoumont. 
Q Did he mention shoting any -- Strike that question. 
Did he say whether or not it was an American that was shot? 


4 Yes, American Pvits, 


Q Did any of the other People who were present mention 


anything that they had done at that time? 
4 I think I remember that Sergeant Henne] said that he 
snot somebody. 
Q Did Motzheim ever mention anything about the Village 
of Honsfeld? 
a I don't Imow anything about that. 
Q Do you remember what he said about the killings in 
Stoumont? 
4 As far as I know, he only said he had shot some in 
Stoumont. 
Did he mention how many? 
No, he didn't say how many 
Are you certain that he mentioned that he had shot? 
Yes. 
CArTAIN BYRNE: You may examine. 
CRUSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (CAPTAIN NARVID)s 
Q Did Motzheim say he shot Avericans or did he specificaily 
say he shot American prisoners of war? 
A That he shot American prisoners of war. 
Q You are sure he used the words "prisoners of war"? 
Yes. 
CAPTAIN NARVID: That is all. 
DEVSNSS CUUNSEL: No further cross. 
CAPTAIN BYRNE: We redirect. 
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PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by the Court? 
Apparently nome. The witness is excused. 

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Will you mark tnis Exnibit Number 
P-68, please? 

(Wnereupon the document was marked Proseoution's Exnibit 
Number P-68 vy the reporter.) 

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution offers in evidence the 
deposition of Charles 9. Huttoe, marked Proseoution's Exhibit 
umber P-6§, request that it be attached to tne record and 
marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-69. 

LT. COLe DWINELL: Defense interposes the same ob- 

jection as made witn respect to Frosecution's Exnibits 62, 63, 
64, 65 and 6b. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled on the grounds 
previously stated. The exhibit offered by the Prosecution will be 
admitted into evidence and marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-8. 

(Yhereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution's 
Bxnibit Number P-68, is attaoned hereto and made a part of the 
record.) 

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution requests permission to 
read Exnibit P-68. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Wnereupon Captain Byrne proceeded to read Prosecution Exnibit 
F-68 as follows: ) 

"For the WAR CRIMES OFFICE 
Judge Advocate General's Department -- War Department 
United States of dua Pten 


(Huttoe Deposition) 





In the matter of the killing 

of Amrican prisoners of war Perpetuation of Testimony of 
about 12 miles northeast of Charles 0. Huttoe, 34535649, 
St. Vithn, Beigium, 17 December Prt. 

1944. 


Taken at: Doronsster Hotel, Miami Beach Service Base, Mami 


Beacon, Fine 


Date: 3 August 1945 


In the Presence of: Jack Solomon, Speoiai Agent, Security Intelligence 


Corps, Fourth Service Command 


Reporter: Mary L. Moore, Clerk-Typist, Civilian Pool, Miami 


Beach Service Base, Miani Beacn, Florida 


Questions by: Jack Solomon, Special Azent, Security Intelligence 


Qa 
Ae 
Q- 
Ae 


Q. 


Ae 


Qe 
Ae 
Qe 
a 
Qe 
Ae 


Q. 


a. 
Q. 


4. 


Corps, Fourth Service Comnand. 
State your name, rank, serial number, and present hom address. 
Charles O. Hutte, Pyt., 34535649, 403 N.W. 27th Street, Miami, Fla. 
State tne date of your birth. 
13 June 1922. 


State your educational and employment background prior to entering 
the service. 


Graduated from high school, attended the University of Georgia 2 
years, and worked 3 months before I entered the service. 


Have you recently been returned to tne United States from overscast 
Yes. 

Were you a German prisoner of war? 

Yes. 

At wnat places were you held and state approximate dates. 

Hanne lberg, Gernany fron January through February 1945; February 
to April 1945 at Wursburg, Germany; on April lst we left Wursburg 
and began marcning, and marched until about April 15th when I 
escaped. 


Are you familiar witn any instance of killing of American prisoners 
of war? 


Yes. 


Will you state approximately when this happened and tell what you 
kmow about it? 


I was taken prisoner about 17 December 1944, approximately 12 miles 
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Qe 


northeast of St. Vith, Belgium. There were four officers and 
eignteen of us enlisted mn in a house whicn was surrounded by 
troups of the First 88 Division - either the Hitler or Hermann 
Goering Division. We had decided to surrender, and the officer 
in charge gave the order to cease firing. He then took a white 
flag and stuck it outof the window, and after he had done this 
for a few minutes some of the Americans in the house began to 
walk out still holding the white flag. There were twelve of thom 
in the first groupe They had all walked out of the house, still 
holding the white flag. I don't know what the flag was made of, 
but it was of white material and certainly big enough for the 
Germans to see+ 


What happened then? 


They had left tt house and wore already clear when the Germans 
snot them all down in cold blood. 


Do you know the names of any of these mn who were so shot? 


Yes, there was S/Sgt. Billy F. Wilson from Cooper, Texas, a member 
of the 612th Tank Destroyer Battel ion, also Pfo. Jams Crowell from 
Tennessee, also a member of the 612the 


You saw this yourself? 
Yes. 
What happened after that? 


A German soldier then came to the house amd we let him in, and he 
called out to the Germans outside, and I suppose he told them to 
stop firing - none of us could speak German so we couldn't under- 
stand wnat he was saying. He then marcned the rest of us out and 
took charge of use 


Was this soldier who entered the house also one of the First 8S 
Division? 


Yes. 


Do you know the names of any of the othor Americans killed, besides 
the two you mntioned? 


No, but the rest wero also members of the 612th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion. 


After you had put out the white flag in the house the first tim, 
and after you hads topped firing, did the Gernans stopfiring too? 


Yes, they were using 88s on us and they were trying to blow the 
house in, but after we put out the white flag they stopped this 
fire ami for about 5 minutes there was no firing on either side, 
and it was only after that, that the twelve mn walked out of the 
house» 


Do you know the names of any of the Germans who took charge of you, 
or in ths outfit that captured you. 
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Can you describe any of them? 
Hoe 
Were any other Americans killed at this tine? 


After the rest of us in the house had surrendered ani been taken 

in custody by the Germans, they began marching us to the rear. 
There were about 200 of us at the tine, as we would maroh to the 
réar we would be joined by other groups who had also been taken 
prisoner and we formed a colum. There were about 15 guards at 

the time. While marcning to the rear there wore tanks and other 
armored equipment moving to the front. About one-nalf an hour after 
we had surrendered and begun marching to the rear, at whion time 
there were in the column, as I mentioned before, 200 mn, I 

noticed one of tne Germans in a tankoporate the bolt on his macnine 
gum and load it for firing. He shot a couple of bullets in the air, 
and then I saw him aim the machines gun at our colum. I, myself, 
kmow of two mn who were killed at that time. I know they were 
from the 612th Tank Destroyer Sattalion, but do not know their 
names, and can't describe them. There was no reason for him to 
shoot, these mn weren't trying to escape - they did nothing at all 
to provoke this burst of fire. 


What happened then? 


Nothing, tney just made us continue maroning to tne rear, ani would 
not let us see if these men could be saved, or if we could give them 
any medical attention. 


Do you know the names of any of these Germm guards? 
Noe 
Can you describe any of them? 


No, I would like to say that at the time I was wounded in my face, 
mouth, and foot, and I really was not in a condition to recognize 
any of the Gorman guards. This unwarranted shooting occurred all 
the way along the road as we marched to the rear. As the tanks 
passed by the German soldiers would shoot at us and we had to jump 
into ditches or behind any cover we could find. 


All ths happened 17 December 19447 


Yes, that is the date we were captured, and it happened that same 
afternoon. 


Do you know of anybody who might know more definitely whicn German 
Arwored Unit this way, or who may recognize some of the guards? 


Lt. Alfred Basek, Platoon Leader of the #l2th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, from Pennsylvania, was maroning with us at the time. 
He could spsak a little German, and micnt be able to give more 
definite information. 


{siymed) CHARIZS 0. HUTTO“ 
Cnarles 0. Huttoe, Prt. 
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SR County of Dade ) 88 


I, Charles 0. Huttoe, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, 
state that I have read the foregoing transoription of my interroga- 
tion and all answers contained therein are true to the best of my 
knowledge md belief. 


(signed CHARLES 0. HUTTOR 
Charles 0. Huttoe, Prt. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 135th day of August 1945. 
(signed) DAVID &. BECK 
2nd Lt. M.I.C. 
Asst. Adj. 
AAFRCH 
CERTIFICATE 
I, Jack Solomon, Special Arent, Security Intelligence Corps, 
Fourth Service Comand, certify that Charles 0. Huttoe, Private, 
34535649, personally appeared before m: on August $, 1945, and 
testified concerning war crimes; and that the foregoing is an ac- 
curate trenscription of the answers given by him to the several 
qwstions set forth. 
(signed) JACK SOLOMWN 
Jack Solomon 
Special Agent, Security Intelligence 
Corps, FourthService Command" 

LT. COL. DWINELL: The Defense moves to strike the evidence 
on the grounds that nowhere in the testimony offered or testimony 
admitted is there any connection with the accused in this case. 
Furthermore, I have read this testimony very carefully and there is 
no mntion anyplace of the place where this incident is supposed to 
have taken place. 

CAPTAIN BYRNE: It is submitted that testimony subsequently 
to be introduced containine the names of the sane individuals mntioned 
in the affidavit just offered will tie in the place presently referred to. 

LT. CUL DWINELL: May the Defense reserve its rignt to 
make this motion again if tne connection is not made? 

PRESIDENT: Yes. 

LAW MEMBER: Does the Court understand the Defense with- 


draws Its entiré objection subject te ite being made later if tho 
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Lt. CUL. DWIWELL: Yes, sire 

(Whereupon the deposition of Charies 0. Huttoe was read in 
the German language by the interpreter.) 

CAPTAIN SYRNE: Will you mark this Exnibit Number P-69, 
please? 

(Whereupon the document was marked frosecution's Exhibit 
Number ?-69 by the reporter.) 

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Proseoution offers in evidence as 
Prosecution's Exnibit Number P-69, the deposition of John Me 
Dluski, Sergeant, requests that it be attacned to the record and 
marked Yrosecution Exhibit P-69. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense interposes the save objection 
that was made with respect to Exhibits P-62 to P-66 inclusive. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled for the reasons previously 
stated. The exhibit offered by the Froseoution is admitted in evi- 
dence and will be marked Exhibit P-69. 

(Whereupon the document previously marked, was received in 
evidence as ‘rosecution's Exhibit Number P-6y, is attacned hereto 
and made a part of the record.) 

CAPTAIN BYRNE: Prosecution requests permission to read 
Prosecution Exnibit P-09. 

FRESIDEN’: Granted. 

(Ynereupon Captain Byrne prooseded to read Prosecution Exhibit 
P64 as follows: ) 

"For the WAR CRIVES OFFICE 
Judge Advocate General's Department -- Wear Departnent 


United States of America 


Sede 
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In the matter of the killing of 
T/5 Stegle, Company B, 612th Tank Perpetuation of Testimony of 
Destroyer Battalion, Second Jonn M. Dluski, Sgt, 
Division, about ten (10) miles ASN 33418599. 
enst of Honsfeld, Belgium, on 
17 December 1944. * 

ese ete eRe ee 


Taken ats Indiantown Gap Military Reservation, Pennsylvania. 


Dates 18 September 1945 


Ta the Presénce of: Norman A. Burgoon, Jr., Agent, Security 
Intelligence Corps, Third Service Command. 


Reporter: Bvelyn Bachman, Stenorrapher, Harrisburg Field 
Office, Security Intelligence Corps, Third 
Service Command. 


Questions by: Norman A. Burgoon, Jr. 
Q- State your name, rank, serial number and permanent home address. 


Ae Wy name is Jonn M, Dluski, I am a Sergeant and hold Army Serial 
Number 35418399. My permanent home address is 607 Griffin Avenue, 
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania. 


Haye you recently been returned to the United States from overse: 


Yes. lIarrived in the United States on 18 May 1945 at the Port of 
New York City aboard the 8S Sea Robin. 


Were you a prisoner of war! 


Yes. 
At what places were you held and state the approximate dates’ 


Serving with the 612th Tank Destroyer Battalion, which was attached 
to the Second Division, I was captured in Honsfeld, Belgium at ap- 
proximately 1000 hours on 17 December 1944. Immediately after 
capture I was marched to the rear, and that nignt was confined in 
a cellar in a small town not far inside Germany. I stayed here 
for two days and then was marched to a Stalag, the number of 
which I do not know, near Bonn, Germany. After remaining here 
until 26 December 1944, I was shipped by box car to Stalag IV-8 

at Muhlberg, Germany, arriving on 1 Janvary 1945. On 12 January 
19465 I was again moved by box car to Stalag VIII-A, at Gorlitz, 
Germany, arriving on 14 January 1945. On 14 February 1945 I 
started marening and marcned almost continuously until I was 
liberated on 12 April 1945 at Dietfurt, Germany by units of the 
83rd Division. 


Describe what you recall of the killing of T/5 Stegle on 1% 
December 1944? 


I was captured at about 1000 hours on 17 December 1944 in the 


town of Honsfeld, Belgium. 1/5 ‘Johnnie’ Stegle, of Company 5, 
612th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Second Divisien, was with m when 
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| Tk #93-SR-5/28-9 I was captured. We were soon joined by approximately two 
hundred and fifty (250) other prisoners of war ani began a 
march to the east into Germany. At about 1100 hours on the 
game day we were marcning along the road just inside the 
German border and were passing a colum of tanks whion had 
stopped on the road which were going in the opposite direction. 
All at once as wo passed one of the tanks, I heard a voice in 
perfect English call out 'Hey you'. I immediately turned ny 
face to tne left in the direction of the voice I had heard, and 
as I did, I saw an 8S man standing in the turret of the tank 
shoot T/5 Stegle inthe middle of the forehead with a revolver 
wnion 1 recognized immediately as a United States Army Service 
Automatic Caliber 45. I was no more than five feet away fromthe 
man who fired the shot, and was within ton feet of Stegle at the 
tims. I saw Stegle fall backwards to the ground with blood 
spurting-from his forehead. We were forced to keep moving, and 
consequently I could not stop to render any aid. However, I feei 
certain that because he was shot in the middle of the forehead that 
he was killed instantly. 


Can you name or describe the person who committed this killing? 


No. I cannot name nor describe the person who committed this 
killing. I got only a fleeting glance of him and know only that 
he wore the black uniform of the 88 Troopers, and because of the 
position im whion he was standing in the turret of the tank, I 
believe that he was a Tank Commander. Moreover, I was unable to 
determine the designation of the unit to which this SS Trooper 
was attacned. 


Do you know the names of any other persons who witnessed this 
killing? 


No. I do not know the names of any persons who were witnesses to 
this killing. 


(SIGNED) JOHN M. DLUSKI, Set. 
Jonn M. Dluski, Sgt. 


State of: Pennsylvania ) 

County of: Lebanon ) 
I, John Me Diuski, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, 
state that I have read the foregoing transcription of my inter- 
rogation and all ansvers contained therein are true to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 


(signed) JOHN M. DLUSKI, SGT. 
John M. Diuski, Set. 


Subscribed and sworn to before m this 25th day of September 1945. 
(signed) BLIZABETH V. KETTERING 


Notary Public 
My Commission Expires F®b. 17 1946 
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CERTIFICATE 


I, Norman A. Burgoon, Jr., Agent, Security Intelligence Corps, 
Third Service Command, certify that Jonn M. Dluski, Sergeant, ASM 
33416599 personally appeared before me on 18 September 1946 ami testi- 
fied concerning War Crimes; and that the foregoing is m accurate 
transeription of the answers given by him to the several questions 
set forth. 


Place: Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (signed) NORMAN A. BURGOON, Jr. 


Dates 25 Sept. 46 Agent, Seovrity Intelligence Corps" 


PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 1550 hours. 


(Whereupon the Court recessed until 1530 hours.) 
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(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, let the record show 
that all the members of the Court are present, all the members of 
the Prosecution, all the members of the Defense with the exception 
of Mr. Strong, Mr. Walters, Dr. Leiling, Dr. Pfister and Dr. Leer, 
who are absent ori business of the accused, all the defendants and 
the reporter are present. 

CAPT. BYRNE: Will the interpreter please read Prosecution 
Exhibit Nymber 69 in German? 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit P-69 was read in the Garman 
language.) 

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution hands the reportér a document and 
asks that it be marked Exhibit P-70 for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 
Exhibit P=70 for identification by the reporter.) 

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution offers in evidence the sworn 
statement of Staff Sgt. Billy F. Wilson and requests that it be 
marked Prosecution Exhibit P-70 and attached to the record and 
made a part thereof, 

LT. COL. DWINELL: The Defense interposes the same objection 
to the evidence,made with respect to Prosecution's Exhibits 62, 63, 
64, 65, 66, and 68, 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled for the reasons 
previously stated. The Exhibit offered by the Prosecution will 
be admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit 
P=70. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit 
Noe Pe70 is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. BYRNE: P,osecution requests permission to read Exhibit 


P70. 
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PRESIDENT: Granted. 
CAPT, BYRNE: (Reading) 


"An investigation was held on 9 August 195 at 1600 hours, at 
612th TD Battalion, N_rsko, Czechoslovakia, before Major Maurice J. 
Mc Keown, 0-902553, AB, Investigator-Examiner, authorised by paragraph 
16a, Special Qrders 182, Headquarters United States Forces, European 
Theater, dated 2 July 1945 and letter Headquarters Third United States 
Aray, Office of the Coumanding General, file AG 902-GNMCJ, dated 2, 
August 1945, copies of which are hereto attached. 


Staff Sergeant Vincent S. Haaland, 2029925, Court Reporter, 
was administered the following oath: 


"You do solemnly swear faithfully to perform the duties 
of reporter in the investigation now being conducted by 
me. So help you God." 


Staff Sergeant Billy F. Wilson, 38049477, 612th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, APO 230, U.S. Army, was called and administered the 
following oath: 


"You do solemly swear that the evidence you are about 
to give in the investigation now being conducted by me 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. So help you God," 


EXAMINATION 
What is your name? 
Sergeant Billy F, Wilson, serial number 38049)77. 
You are a staff Sergeant are you not? 
Yes. 
Where are you stationed at the present time, sergeant? 
Nyrsko. 
Czechoslovakia? 
Yes, sire 
What is your organization? 
Recon, company, 612th TD Battalion. 
About how long have you been with the 612th TD Battalion? 
About 3 years. 
On or about December 17bh 19), where were you stationed? 
Honsfeld, Belgium (K-968991). 
When did you first get into this town? 
It was around 3 o'clock in the morning. 


And this was on the 17th of December? 
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"A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When you got into the town what did you do? 

4. The gun platoon moved into a couple of houses on the right 
side of the road going into town and a Recon Platoon of which I was a 
member moved into the house on the left side of the road. 

Qe How long did you stay in this house? 


A. Woe stayed there until 10:00 to 10:30 in the morning, 


Qe While you were there, will you describe briefly what happened? | 


4, First thing we knew tanks were coming through in convoy. 

Q. What time of the day was this? 

4. About 5:00 o'clock in the morning. 

Qe  Contime? 

Ae We thought they were our tanks at first and two enlisted men 
from the 18th Cavalry came into the house and told us their CP had just 
been over-run and about that time enemy infantrymen came down the road 
behind the tanks. We had a .50 caliber and .30 caliber machine gun 
and we opened up on them with that and with the small arms the 
men had. A large percentage of the infantrymen got through but 
we pinned some of them down and killed some others. 

Q. What was the next thing that happened? 


A. Well they spread out then and came up to the house to surround 


Q. Did they surround the house? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How great a time did the fighting continue? 

Ae For about three hours. 

Q. What was the next thing that happened? 

A. They started firing direct fire from a tank at the houses 

Q. How far away from the house was this tank? 

A. Approximately 100 to 150 yards from the house, you could 
see the tank. 

Qe The house you refer to was the house that you were in? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Qe What kind of a tank was it, can you tell me? 


A. I think it was a Tiger tank. I know that. the tank that came 
by the house with the advance party was a Tiger tank. 


Q. When the tanks started firing direct at the house what was 
the next thing that was doné. 
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"A. Ideutenant Grandy ordered the men to cease firing and he and 
Private Cecil Mann carried a white flag out and surrendered. 


Q- Did you see Lieutenant Grandy and Private Mann go out of the 
house and surrender? 


Ae Yes, sire 
Qe Where did they go to? 


Ae Well, they walked out of the house about five yards and a Jerry 
corporal came out from the ditch and was talking with the lietenant. 


Q. After that what happened? 


A. The lieutenant came into the house with the Jerry corporal and 
told us to come on out. 


Qe Did you go ot? 

Ae Yes, sire 

Qe How many of you went outside? 

A. Approximately twenty of us. 

Qe Was that all of the men that were in the house? 
A. Yes, sir. 


Qe Prior to the time the lieutenant went outside to surrender hai 
you seen anything happen in that vicinity? 


A, Yes, sir. I saw two men walk out of the house across the road 
with a white flag in their hand, 


Qe Did you see anything happen to those two men? 


They were about four or five yards from the house and they were 


Were you able to see who did the shooting? 
No, sir. 


Q, Did you say anything to Ideutenant Grandy about having seen 
these two men shot? 


A. Yes, sir. 

Q- What did you say to the lieutenant? 

A, I told him I didn't think it was any use for him to surrender 
for we would be killed anyway, He said he thought they would respect 
the Geneva Convention, I told him that + had seen the two boys shot 
across the street. 


Q. “hen you went outside of the house with the lieutenant to 
surrender, where did you go? 


A. All of us lined up in one rank with our faces toward the house 
about five or six yards in front of the house. 


Q. Agter you lined up, what then happened? 


A. Well, three more Germans walked up and two of them went on into 
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“the house and the other one just walked up and said something to 
the other Germans and then pulled up his gun by his side and start- 
ed firing. 


Q. When the German fired did he hit any of the soldiers lined up? 


eee | nl 


A. He hit Private Mann and Private John C,owell who were the 
first two on the end of the line, 


Qe Did you see whether or not Privates Mann and Crowell fell? 
Ae Yes, sir. When I turned around I saw them fall. 


Qe What did you do after the German soldier fired at Privates 
Mam and Crowell? 


A. I turned around and ran across country for about a mile 
and got with a platoon of the 99th Infantyy Division. I stayed with 
them until I got hit by artillery, which was about an hour later, 


Qe Do you know what the rank of the German soldier was that 
fired the gun which killed Privates Mann and Crowell? 


A. I wouldn't be sure but I believe it was a corporal, 

Qe Can you give me a description of him? 

A. He was nearly six foot tall. 4e was real tall, He had 
a thin face and black hair. He had on a Panzer Division uniform with 
black bootse It was a greyish blue uniform trimmed in red. 

Qe Did he have any markings on the sleeve? 

A. I didn't notice, 

Qe Can you estimate his weight? 


Ae I don't believe he would weigh over 150 or 160 pounds. He 
was real thin, - 


Q.- Could you tell what his complexion was? 
Ae Dark complexion, 

Q. Did he have a moustache? 

A. No, sir. 


Q.- Do you know whether or not he had any scars on his face 
or hands that you could see? 


A. No scars, that I could see. 
Qe How old would you say he was? 
A. ‘Twenty four or twenty five. 


Qe- Had these other Germans gotten into the house before he 
fired the shots? 


Ae Yes, they had gotten into the house, 


Q. Were there any other vehicles near the house at the time 
of this shooting? 
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"A. Yes, a scout car with I believe eight Germans in it, 


Q 


a 
Qe 


Ae 
Q 
de 
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A. 


Q. 


Ae 


Could you tell whether or not any of the persons in the scout car 
were officers? : 


No, sire I cofldn't. 


The two who went into the house, could you tell what their rank 
was? 


I know one of them was a private, I don't know the other. 
When you ran off, did any of them shoot at you, did you know? 


I was fired on from a machine gun in a scout car which was parked 
about fifty yards above the house. 


Do you know what happened to the rest of the men who were stand- 
ing in line with you at the time Mann and Crowell were shot? 


They were still standing there when I left and I hear Lieutenant 
Grandy holler something to the German. 


Will you further describe the uniform worn by the German soldiers 
whom you saw on the road that day? 


The ones in the armored vehicles had on greyish blue pants and 
blouse trimmed in red and the foot troops all had on long black 
overcoats. 

You stated before that the German who fired the shots had no 
marking on his sleeves, did he have any insignia of any kind on 
his shoulders? 

Yes, sir. I don't know what it was. 

Can you describe it? 

No, I can not, 

The two men that walked out of the house across the road from 
you with the white flag in their hand, do you know who they 
were or their names? 


I did not know them, 


Do you know the name of this German who shot Privates Mann and 
Crowell? 


No. 


Do you know the name of the organization to which this German 
belonged? 


No, sire 


Do you know the name or names of any other Americans who might 
know something about this shooting or atrocity? 


Sergeant Bernard J, Mallon; Lieutenant Gandy, Lawrence B; 
Sergeant Morris Woodall; Tec 5 James R, Glover; Tec 5 Henry He 


Bonner; PFC Ralph C, Parmer; PFC Bhomas 0. Smithy PFC Bethel 
C. Woods; Private Dock Albritton. 


Do you know where these men are now? 
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Yes, sir, Woodall lives in Cross City, Florida. Parmer lives 
about thirty miles away from Woodall, Glover lives in Springhope, 
North Carolina, They are still in the Army. 


Do you know of any other crime or atrocity which has been 
committed by any Germans? 


No, sire 


BILLY F. WILSON, 
Staff Sergeant. 


VINCENT S. HAALAND, 
Staff Sergeant, 
Court Reporter, 


MAURICE J. MC KEOWN, 
Major, AC, 
Investigator-Examiner." 


(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit P70 was read in the German language 


by the interpreter.) 





LT. BYRNE: At this time the Proseoution hands the reporter a 
sworn statement of 1/5 Charles 1. Morris, to be marked Prosecution Ex- 
hibit No. P-71 for Identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution Exhibit 
No. P-71 for Identification by the reporter.) 

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution offors in evidence a sworn statement 
of 5 Charles L. Morris which has been marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 
P71 for Identification, and requests that it be admitted in evidence, 
attached to the record, and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-71. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: The Defense interposes the same objection that 
was made with respect to Prosecution Exhibits P=62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 68, 
69, and 70. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled for the reasons previously 
stated. Tho exhibit offered by the Prosecution is admitted into evi- 


dence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-71. 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked 


and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-71 
and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution requests permission to read Exhibit 
P-71l. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit No. Pe71 was read, as follows:) 


"SWORN STATEMENT OF 1/5 CHARLES L. MORRIS, 353534487, Co. 
'B!, 612th TD Bn., APO 230, U. S. Army. 

"wy name, rank and organization is as follows: Charles 
L. Morris, 35353487, /, Company 'B', 612th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion. 


"T went on guard about 0530 hours, 17 December 19)l,, 
in a driveway leading to the gun positions of my section in 
Honsfeld, Belgium (P9799). Some men from our reconnaissance 
platoon came by end told me that some Germans were down the 
road and coming our way. At about 0630 one tank came up the 
road along with several armored cars and due to the darkness 
I did not see that they were German vehicles until they wero 
by the driveway. The vehicles were marked with large black 
erosses. I imaediately ren into the house and elerted my 
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section. We did not start firing because of orders to wait 
until daylight. Our positions were detected at daylight by 
the Germans end a fire fight began immediately. We knocked 
out one German tank and then started firing at German in- 
fentry attempting to surround us. In just a few minutes 
another German tank came up end fired at a house across the 
road which was occupied by a seotion of the first platoon. 
Then, men from both the first and second platoons came out 
on the road from the houses without any weapons end with 
their hands over their heads. They started moving dow the 
road toward the tank with lst Lt. Richard L. Chandler, 
0182135, Platoon Leader of the second platoon, leading 
the men. When Lt. Chandler was very close to the tank the 
German tank commander opened fire at the American soldiers 
with a machine pistol and a ground mounted machine gun in 
the basement of a house also opened fire on the Americans. 
I sew Lt. Chandler fall and also some of the men. The 
other men hit the ground to escape the fire. The German 
tank commander speaking in English asked the men to come in 
end surrender. When the men started toward the tank with 
their hands over their heads the German tank commander opened 
fire again. I do not believe any of these American soldiers 
escaped, 


"Some of the men who walked down the road with Lt. 
Chandler attempting to surrender are the following: 


"Pvt. Bradley, Corp. Henson, Pvt. Vickers. 

"after watching the shooting I went outside and hid 
in a wood pile all of that day. That night I went back 
toward our lines and found 'C' Company of 2nd Infantry Di- 
vision. 


(Signed) CHARLES L. MORRIS 


1/5 CHARLES L. MORRIS 
ASN 35353187 


"SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS 7th DAY OF 
FEBRUARY, 1915. 


(Signed) JACK Be DAY 
Major, Infentry, 
Investigating Officer." 

(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.) 

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution hands the reporter a sworn statement 
of Private Ronayne G. White and requests that it be marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P-72 for Identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution Exhibit 
No. P=72 for Identification by the reporter.) 

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution Exhibit 


No. Pe72 for Identification, and requests that it be admitted in evi- 


dence, attached to the record, and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-72. 
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LT. COL. DWIWELL: The Defense interposes the same objection that 


was made with respect to Prosecution Exhibits P-62 to 66, inclusive, 
and 68 to 71, inolusive. 


PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled for the reasons previously 
given in those instances. The exhibit offered by the Prosecution is ad- 
mitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-72. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked 
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-72 
and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

LT. BYRNE: The Prosecution requests permission to read Exhibit No. 
P-72. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Whereupon Proseoution Exhibit No. P-72 was read, as follows:) 


"SWORN STATEVENT OF PVT. RONAYNE G. WHITE, 31501336, Company 
'B!, 612th TD Bn., APO 230, U. S. Army. 


"My name, rank and organization is as follows: Ronayne 


G@. White, 31501336, Pvt., Company 'B', 612th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion. 


"On the morning of 17 December 191), my gun section 
was in position near a house in Honsfeld Belgium. I was 
sleeping inside of the house and I was awakened just as it 
was getting daylight. By the time I got dressed I heard 
some rifle fire and then the first German tenk came up. 

One of our gun crews knocked out the German tank. I heard 
lots of small arms firing going on in the town but I was 
carrying ammunition upstairs to the machine gun we had 
mounted there. Then I went with Corporal Morris and I 
started firing a rifle out of one of the windows. About 
this time the second German tank arrived at the cross roads 
and started firing at the houses. Some of our men came out 
of the houses and hollered for us to stop firing as they 
wore giving up. I saw them start walking down the road 
toward the German tank with their hands over their heads and 
with no weapons. When the largest part of this group ar- 
rived near the tank the German tank commander opened fire. 
Part of the men fell and some others ran into the house 
where we were, The tank commander spoke in English for the 
Americans to surrender and when they arrived close to the 
tank he opened fire again. 


"The following men were in the group that attempted to 
surrender: Lt. Chandler, Pvt. Vickers, Pfc. Bradley, Pvt. 
Davis, Pfc. R. C. Johnson, Pfc. John B. Walker, T/5 Stegall 
end Pvt. Wayne Burpo, 


"The following is a sketch of the area to the best of 
my knowledge: 


(Sketch is here inserted in original statement.) 
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"after watching the above I hid in a pile of wood 
with Corporal Morris and we could hear our men out in the 
roadway calling for help and I could hear them groaning. 
Late that afternoon a Germen tank convoy came by and I did 
not hear our men after that. 


(Signed) Pvt. Ronanye G. White 
PVT. RONAYNE G. WHITE, 
ASH 314501336 


"SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS 7th DAY OF FEBRU- 
ARY, 195. 


(Signed) Jack B. Day 


JACK B. DAY, 
Major, Infantry, 
Investigating Officer." 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.) 


LT. COL. DWINELL: The Defense moves to strike from the evidence 
and from the record Prosecution Exhibits P-68, 69, 70, 71 and 72, on 
the grounds that nothing therein contained connects or identifies any 
of the accused or any of the units to which they belonged; and, with 
respect to Prosecution Exhibit P-69, that statement does no connect 
the place wherein the incident is alleged to have occurred and is not 
connected in any way with Exhibits P-68, 70, 71 and 72. We make special 
reference to the last question in the statement, which says, "Do you 
know the names of any other persons who witnessed this killing?" And 


the answer, "No, I do not know the names of any persons who were witnesses 


to this killing.” 
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CAPT. BYRNE: May it please the Court, with 
reference to the exhibits referred to in the defense 
motion to strike, there is ample evidence in the 
record to show that the first SS Panzer Division was 
in Hensfeld on the 17th of December, and while the 
evidence may not point to a specific company, it is 
definitely evidence against the senior commanders who 
have been shown to be the commanders of the units who 
were present on that day. Accordingly we respectively 
submit that the defense motion be denied. 

LAW MSMBER: On behalf of the Court, the motion 
will be denied for the same reasons as set forth with 
respect to exhibits 62 through 64. The Court will 
place whatever probative value it deems necessary on 
the statements as produced. 

CAPT. BYRNE: The prosecution calls as its 
next witness Andreas Schroeder. 

ANDREAS SCHROEDER, a witness for the prosecution 
being first duly sworn, testified through an inter- 


preter as follows; 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT RYRNE) 

your name? 

chroeder, Andreas. 
Tou? 

18 years. 
Vhere do vou live? 
In Honsfeld. 


What country 


(Andreas 





Are you a citizen of Belgium? 
Yes. 
On the 17th and 18th of December 1944 did 
you reside in Honsfeld, Belgium? 
A Yes. 
Q Do you recall what troops if any, were 
occupying Honsfeld, Belgium on that day? 
A I saw troops of the Leibstanderte Adolf 
Hitler and parachutists. 
Q When did those troops arrive in Honsfeld, 
Belgium? 
A The first ones from the Leibstandarte I 
saw in the morning between 6 and 7 o'clock. 
CAPT. BYRNE: T hand the reporter a document 
to be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 75 for 
identification. 


(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 


Prosecution Exhibit No. 73 for Identification by the 


reporter.) 

Q I show you the document that has been marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. P-75 for identification and 
ask you if you know what it is. 

The streets of Honsfeld are shown therein. 


Do you know when that sketch was made? 


Approximately a month ago. 
Nhose signature if any appears on the sketch? 
Schroeder, Andreas. 


nature? 





CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution offers in evidence 
as Prosecution Exhibit P-73, the sketch identified by 
the witness, requests that 1t be marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P-73 attached to the record and made a 
part thereof. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: The defense objects to 
the sketch offered in evidence, unless it is shown 


who made the sketch or whether the witness lmows who 


made the sketch or whether he made it himself, or 


whether he knows it is an accurate representation of 
some place or thing. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT BYRNE CONTD) 
Q Do you know who prepared this sketeh? 
A I prepared that sketch. 
2 The squares that are {indicated on the sketch 
and which contain numbers, who prepared those? 
A Myself. 
Q Is that a rough sketch of the village 
Honsfeld where you live? 
Yes, approximately. 
Whet does the number one represent? 
A The number one represents the house of 
Collas where I discovered the 
What do the numbers 3 and 5 represent? 


represents the ise where artillery 


represent? 


The cemetary. 


(Andreas Schroeder - 





What do you indicate as the bahnhof? 


A small square. 


CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution renews its offer 


of the sketch prepared by the witness and requests 
that it be received in evidence as prosecution 
exhibit P-73. 

PRESIDENT: Is there any further objection? 

LT. COL. DWINELL; No further objection to 
what we made before, 

LAW MEMBER: Just one further question by the 
Court. Does this sketch represent Honsfeld sub- 
stantially as it was tn December of 19447 

A Yes. 

PRESIDENT: Objection is overruled. The 
exhibit offered by the prosecution is admitted into 
evidence and will be marked P-73. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been 
previously marked and *ientiffied was received in 
evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-73 and is 
attached and made a part of the record.) 


WESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT BYRNE CONTD) 


Referring to Prosecution Exhibit P-73, 
what have you indicated with the numeral 6? 
she bodies were lytne and 


artillery 2s were standin 


se bodies of 


They were American boys. 
When did you first see them? 


In the. afternoon hours of the 17th 


(Andreas Schroeder - Direct) 
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Q Were you living in the house that you have 
marked number 1 and have represented as the house of 
Callas? 

A No. 

Q Where were you living at that time? 

A In the Burgermeister's house, 

Q Is the Burgermeister's house indicated 
on this sketch? 

Yes. 
What is the number? 
Seven. 

Q How did you happen to see these bodies 
next to house number one? 

A I had to go there to take care of the 
cattle. 

How many bodies did you see? 


In front of Callas house, I saw seven 


Did you see any American artillery pieces 
near where the bodies were lying? 
A Yes. 


w many 


Guessing, approximately two to three. 
Do you know how long these bodies remained 


position wh you saw them? 


How do you lmow at these were bodies 
American-soldiers? 
A I saw the uniform. 


2 Had you ever seen an American uniform before? 


(Sehroéder - Dfrect) 
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A Yes. 


Q When was that? 


“ 


A There were many troops with us before the 


17th of December. 


Q American troops ? 
A 


Yes. 

Q Did you have any reason to know that 
these soldiers were shot in the place you have 
indicated with number 6 before you saw them? 

A Yes. 

Q How was that? 

A An SS man of the Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler 
was telling or even told me that he was present when 
they were killed. 

Did he tell you who had 
No. 
How did he deseribe the killing? 

A He described that they had lined them up 
in one row and fired on them. 

Q Did you see any weapons near these soldiers 
other than the artillery pieces when you saw them? 


No. 


You may cross examine. 


OSS EXAVINATION 


17th of December, 
Q Did the shells hit nearby the houses 
eccupied by the Americans? 


(Schroéder - Cross) 
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No. 
PROSECUTION: Correction on that. 
Q Did the shells hit near the American artillery 
pieces? 
A No. 
Q Where were the American soldiers at that 
time? Yo you know that? : 
A I know where the shells hit and I know 
there were no American soldiers there. 
Q Did you see that? 


Yes. 


A 
Q Where were you when you observed that? 
A 


On the street. 
Q You were on the street while artillery 
firing on the villase? 

A It wasn't much of an artillery fire, only 
7 to & shells. 

Q Wasn't it a custom that you would take cover 
as soon as artillery started firing? 

A That I did. 

PRESIDENT: Any more questions by the 


defense? 


JUNSEL: Nothing further from the 


PYRN@: WO redirect. 
by the Court? 
There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 
CAPT. BYRNE: May it please the Court, we 
have a number of Belgium witnesses whom we desire to 
transport back to Belgium at the earliest opportunity 


(Schroeder - Cross) 





and we desire that if the defense does not desire to 
recall this witness, that he be permanently excused 
from attendance. 

PRESIDENT; Is it agreeable to the defense 
to excuse this witness? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the Court, 
that we cannot ascertain at this time. We will try 
assist in the release of these witnesses as soon as 


the testimony in connection with these instances is 


through. We would be glad to conclude at that time. 


CAPT, BYRNE; If it please the Court, the 
testimony with regard to the instances in Honsfeld 
is complete with this witness. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Well, that is news to 
us. May it please the Court, it is requested that 
this matter be held in abeyence until we can have a 
conforence. 

PRESIDENT: The witness will be retained 

the present. 

PROSECUTION: Will the Court indicate 

long it intends to hold this witness? 
RESIDENT: That is up to the defense. 


re any questions by the Court? Apparently 


e€ quite some time. 
The Court will adjourn until 

0830 tomorrow mornitne. 
(Whereupon the Court at 1655 hours adjourned 


mtil the following day.) 
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Camp Dachau 
29 May 196. 


(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show 
that all members of the Court, all members of the Prosecution with 
the exception of Captain Robert E Byme who is absent on business 
of the Prosecutions all members of the Defense with the exception 
of Lt Colonel Dwinell who is absent on business of the Defensesall 
the Defendants and the Reporter, are present. 

If the Court please, the Prosecution requests 
permission to be heard on the matter of the Belgian witnesses. 

In connection with the Belgian witnesees, the 
Prosecution hopes that the fact will not be overlooked that they are 
here as volunteers and at the invitation of the United States Govern- 
ments that they are only here out of a sense of duty and desire to 
help bring the guilty of these alleged crimes before the Bar of 
Justice. Furthermore, they are citizens of a free and independant 
Country, and as far as the Prosecution knows, the Prosecution, the 
Defense nor the Court has any jurisdiction over thems that they are 
not subject to subpoena or summons, and it is the opinion of the 
Prosecution that they are perfectly within their rights to refuse 
to testify at any time, and to return to their homes if and when 
they desire. Therefore, the Prosecution requests that the Court 
reconsider its ruling of yesterday, and not place any burden on us 


to attempt to restrain these witnesses unless they desire to remain. 


DEFENSE: May it please the Court, the Defense had no 


part in the bringing of these witnesses to the trial. As stated by 


the Prosecution, this\ia a Bar of Justice. The Defense Counsels 


have discussed this matter, and we are prepared to the ‘suggest to 
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the Court that as each incident is concluded, such as Honsfeld, and 


where Belgian witnesses have testified, that during that afternoon 
and evening the Defense would decide whether they would desire that 
the witness be retained. We were prepared to announce that the 
witness Schroeder is no longer desired and may be excused insofar es 
the Defense is concerned. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, I am sure you are fully 
Cognizant of the fact,that the time that Cross examination normlly 
takes place is at the conclusion of Direct examination and if the Defense 
desires to call any of these people as their own witnesses it is a 
matter for them to take up individually, and if the witness wants to 
remain, it is perfectly satisfactory with us, but I do not feel that 
the Prosecution has any right to tell the witnesses that they must 
remain one minute longer than the witnesses themselves desire. 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, my Manual states that 
it is the responsibility of the Trial Judge Advocate to secure witnesses 
and not the Defense. 

PROSECUTION: I have nothing further to say. 

IAW MEMBER: Until further notice, unless the Defense 
immediately stipulates, witnesses will be held over night and may be 
released the next day in accordance with the stipulation placed before 
the bench by the Defense. The Court sees no inconvenience in holding 
the witnesses one day longer. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, the first witness this 
morning is Mrs Tombeux. She is being called out of order in connection 
with the Stavelot incident. She has, I believe, one sick infant at 
home and desires to return tomorrow mrning and it is requested that 
the Defense finish with this witness to-day. 

LAW MEMBER: The Court will meet that issue. 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls Mrs Tombeux, and Lt Col 
Crewford will examine. 

PRESIDENT: Please request the witness to speak loudly when 
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answering questions. 


Mre MARIA TOMBEUX, a Belgian witness for the Prosecution 


was sworn, took the stand and testified as follows. The testimony 


was translated in both the French and German languages by the two 


interpreters: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONs(Lt Col CRAWFORD). 


Q 


A 


re 
Q 
4 
Q 
4 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
a 
Q 
4 
Q 


What is your name ? 

Maria Tombeux. 

Where do you live ? 

Stavelot. 

What is your occupation ? 

Housewife. 

In what country is Stavelot located 7? 

Belgium. 

Are you a Belgian citizen ? 

Yes ; 

Where were you on the mrning of 18 December 19h), 7 
In the cellar of m y neighbor. 
What is your neighbor's name ? 

Leon Colinet. 

Who was in the cellar with you ? 


Mrs Colinet, her hmsband, child, Mr Colinet's father, 


myself, my husband, and my two children. / 


How old were your children at that time 7? 

One had two years and the other one approximately one year. 
What was your physical condition on 18 December 19h ? 

I was pregnant. 

Did you leave that cellar 7 

Yes 

What time 7 

At about 9415.» 


(Tombeux -direct) 





Where did you go ? 

We directed ourselves towards the hospital. 
When you got out on the street what did you see ? 
German tanks. ; 
How many ? 

Four 


Who was with you when you got out on the street ? 


> 2 Pr © Pr OP 


Mr Colinet, his wife, child, Mr Colinet's father, my 
hueband, myself and my two children. 
Q Who was carrying your children ? 


A I was carrying my little boy; my husband carried the girl, 
and Mr Colinet carried his child. 


DEFENSE:(Dr RAU); It is requested that the witness speak 


PRESIDENT: Will you please speak loudly so everybody can 


Did you go by these tanks ? 


Yes 

How many of them did you pass ? 

Four 

What happened after you passed the last tank 7 
They started to machine gun. 

At the time the firing started, where was your husband ? 
He was killed. 

Before he was killed where was he ? 

He was with me. 

Where was Mrs Colinet ? 

She was also with me. 

Were you hit by the gun fire ? 

Yes, I was wounded. 


ePrperorereoererere 


How many times 7 
a I had a bullét in each leg. 
(Tombeux-direct) 
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eo 


Who else was hit there ? 


> 


Mrs Colinet and her father-in-law. 

Where did your husband fall ? 

Right next to me. 

Where did Mrs Colinet fall ? 

Also right next tome. 

What happened to your children ? 

I was transported to the hoopital together with my children. 
After your husband was hit by machine gun fire, did you 


Qa 
4 
Qa 
ry 
Q 
4 
Q 
talk wi 
A 
Qa 
& 


th him ? 
No 
Why ? 
Because I was wounded and was transported to the hospital 
and I did not even know my husband had been killed. 
When did you learn that your husband had been killed ? 
When I came back from the hospital. 
Do you know where your husband was killed ? 
Yes. 
Where ? Bs f 
In the emplacement of my home. 
What date was that 7? 
18 December 19) 
At what hour ? 
At about 9.15 in the morning . 


Did you see who was firing at you ? 


> ©P rer er ere F 


No 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (Mr STRONG) 
Q How did you know the tanks were German tanks ? 
A Because I recognized the black cross on them. 
Q Did you see any men in or on the tanks ? 
A Only on the outside. 


(Tombeux-cross) 
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Q What kind of uniform were they wearing ? 


A The uniform had three different shades one like an 
American uniform: another one blue- green! that is all. 

Q Were you able to recognise of which particular units or 
regiment these men belonged 7? 

Aa No, I would not be able to say so. 

Q Did you see any officers ? 

a That I could not say any mre. 


(Tombeux-cross ) 





Q Before the panzers started to fire was there any artillery 
fire or any other kind of firing? 
4 After we had passed that we heard the machine gun fire, 
Q If I understand you correctly, there was no firing previous 
to the shooting of the tanks? 
A There had been firing but that had been earlier in the 
morning. 
MR. STRONG; No further questions, 
CROSS EXAMINATION (Cont'd) 
QUESTIONS BY DR, LHER: 
When were you wounded? 
The 18th of December, 
At whet time? 
Approximately 9:15. 
Qg Were the tenks which you saw the first tanks to arrive in 
that village? 
A Yes, they were the first. 
Q Were there any soldiers to be seen in the streets besides 
the soldiers you sew inside the tanks? 
A That I didn't see, 
Q Do you know the difference in sound between reports from a 
canon and from a machine gun? 
A Yes. 
Q Was there any shooting done before you left the house? 
No. 
How long did the shooting continue after you were wounded? 
That I wouldn't be able to tell since I had been wounded. 
DR. LEER: No further questions, 
CROSS EXAMINATION (Cont'd) 
QUESTIONS BY DR. HERTKORN; 


Q Can you tell me why you left the house? 
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PROSECUTION: If the court please, I object to that 
question, that is immaterial and irrelevant. She testified she left 
the house and why has no bearing in thie case, 

PRESIDENT; The objection is overruled. 

QUESTIONS BY DR. HERTKORN (Cont'd): 


Q I will repeat my questions Why did Madam Tombeux leave the 
house at 9:15? 


Beceuse there was a fire across the street, 


Did you cross the street in front of the tanks? 

Yes. 

Were the tanks moving? 

Yes, they were moving. 

PROSECUTION; If the court please, I would like a clari- 
fication, Dr. Hertkorn represents Lt Freidrich Christ and Sergeant 
Heinz Hendel and I would like to inquire as to the relevancy of his 
cross examination of this witness. Nowhere has the prosecution offered 
evidence indicating that either Christ or Hendel are involved in this 
incident. 

KERTKORN: Because according to the allegation of the pros= 
ecution Christ was one of these men who passed down orders to shoot 
the civilians and not to make any prisoners of war. 

PROSECUTION; If the court please, the man whom we have 
indicated who committed this particular atrocity, Hennecke, isn't 
from the Second Company. He is from the First Company. And whether 
Christ passed on orders to Hennecke would be immaterial. We don't 
allege thet he had passed on any orders to him, 

TR. HERTKORN; According to the presentation of the pros- 
ecution some of the witnesses, it was implied that Christ was at least 
present at the cross-roads, that is had come forward from the rear so 


that the order of march had changed. 


(Mrs, Tombtux - Croes) 





LAW MEMBER; So far the Court doesn't believe any material 
harm has been done by the examination out of turn by Dr. Hertkorn. 
However, it is suggested that the defense follow its original plen in 
Cross examination so that we may have a more orderly procedure. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL; May it please the court, this witness is 
being brought out of turn. We know nothing about what the prosecution 
contemplates proving at Stavelot. We know the prosecution stated that 
they did not wish to-be bound by their bill of particulars. We are 
trying to release this witness by any possible questions. 

PROSECUTION; If the court please, I only asked for a 
clarification. The only thing I want to know is whether all of these 
German counsel would be permitted to cross examination. If they are, 
I don't want to interpose any useless objection, That is the only 
thing I was tfying to do. 

LAW MEMBER; Well, the clarification is the same that the 
court ruled a few minutes ago. We will proceed according to the 
original plan as set before the court on the opening day of the trial, 
and in special cases the court will make a special ruling. At this 
time Dr, Hertkorn will be permitted to proceed with his questioning. 

TR. HERTKORM; One further question, may it please the Court. 

CROSS EXAMINATION (Cont'd) 

QUESTIONS BY DR. HERTKORN; 

Q Did you noti®e any German tanks or any tanks coming in as 
you left the house? 

A German tanks. 

Q I didn't understand the answer. Is thet supposed to mean 
that you knew and noticed German tanks coming in? 

A No. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further cross examination by the defense, 


LT COL CRAWFORD; No redirect by the prosecution. 
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DEFENSE COUNSEL: And as far as the defense is concerned 
the witness may be excused, 
PRESIDENT; Any questions by the court? 
Colonel Rosenfeld. 
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 
COLOMEL ROSENFELD; 
Q Who took you to the hospital after you were wounded? 
A The Belgium Red Cross, 


PRESIDENT: Any other questions by the court? ‘There are 


e@pparently none. The witness is excused. That is correct, this 
witness is excused? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL; Yes, sir. 

PRESIDENT: The witness is permanently excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 

the court room.) 

LI COL CRAWFORD: The prosecution calle as its next witness 
Herbert Kohles. 

FERBERT KOHLES, a witness for the prosecution, was sworn and testd- 

fied through an interpreter as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings were 
interpreted to the accused.) 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY LT COL CRAWFORD; 

State your name, 

EKohles, Herbert. 

Were you in the Bifel Offensive? 

Yes. 

During the Eifel Offensive what was your rank? 

Corporal. 

What was your organizatian? 


10th Panzer Grenadier Company, Second Panzer Grenadier Reg- 
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Was the Second Grenadier Regiment a part of the Waffen SS? 
Tes. 

Who was your company commander? 

Obersturmfuehrer Preuss. 

What were your duties during the Hifel Offensive? 

I was a SPW driver. 

For whom did you drive? 

For Obersturmfuehrer Preuss, 

On what date did the Eifel Offensive begin? 

On the 16th December 1944, 


Would you kmow Obersturmfuehrer Preuss if you saw him again? 


Q 
a 
Q 
a 
Q 
4 
Q 
4 
Q 
4 
Q 
A 


Yes, 
Q Look at the defendants sttting to your left and see if he 
is among them? 
A Yes. 
Q What number is he wearing? 
No. 44. 
PRESIDENT; No. 44 stand up--sit down, 
(Whereupon the accused wearing No. 44 did as directed.) 
QUESTIONS BY LT COL ORAWFORD (Cont'd): 
Q During the Eifel Offensive did you reach Buellingen? 
A Yes, 
On what date and at what time? 
@n the 17th in the morning at approximately 7 o'clock. 


At the time you reached Buellingen who was riding in your 


Obersturmfuehrer Preuss, Company Troop Fuehrer Berghaus, 
the first radio man Josef Kolbeck, assistant radio man Sturmmann 
Oberdieck, then the orderly of Obersturmfuehrer Preugs, Gunther Jah- 


rling, then the first aid man Karl Hay, and myself. 
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Did you go be¥ond Buellingent 

Yes. 

Where did you go? 

We drove one=-I didn't know the road since I didn't have any 


What did you see? 
Approximately two or three km, beyond Buellingen we joined 
@ truck convoy and drove on in ite company, 
Q What trucks were these? 


They were American, 


Approximately 800 meters, 


A 

Q How far did you follow in this column? 
4 

Q 


And then where did you go? 

A Then we received fire from the rear and turned off left 
into the woods, 

Q How long did you remain in these woods? 

a We immediately came out of the woods again after the truck 
convoy had passed, and behind that SPWs were driving. 

Q Where did you go then? 

A We wanted to try to catch up with the other SPWs since we 
were all by ourselves. But since we were unable to reach them we 
drove off to the right into the woods, 

*) How long did you remain in these woods? 

A Approximately until 11 o'clock in the evening. 

Q During the time that you were in these woods were the people 
who had been riding in your SPW present? 

A Yes. 

Q While you were in these woods did you see any American 
soldiers? 

A Yes. 


Q How many? 
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Q 


One man, 

How was he dressed? 

He was wearing a flying suit. 

Under what circumstances did you see this American? 


Two men brought him in as a prisoner to our SPW, 


Did you see anyone talking to this American prisoner when 


he was brought to the SPW? 


4 
Q 
A 


Preuss. 


Yes, 
Who? 


First Unterscharfuehrer Berghaus and then Obersturmfuehrer 


Did you see any insignia on this American prisoner? 
No, I didn't see it. 
After Preuss talked to the American prisoner what happened? 


The flyer asked for his parachute which was brought to him, 


and then he stretched out next to the SPW to rest up. 


Q 
the SPW? 


A 


& 


At any time during that day did Obersturmfuehrer Preuss leave 


Yes, after darkness broke in, 

At the time Preuss left who was guarding the American prisoner? 
Unterscharfuehrer Berghaus. 

Did anything happen to the American prisoner? 


Yes. 


He was then shot by Unterscharfuehrer Be 
Did you see Berghaus shoot the American? 
I didn't see the first shot. 

Did you see any other shots? 

I saw the second shot. 


Where was the American befote the shooting started? 
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He was lying next to the SPW, 

Where was Berghaus? 

He was sitting next to him, 

How far away? 

Approximately four or five meters. 

What was the American prisoner doing before he was shot? 
He was lying there, and it seemed that he was resting, 
After Berghaus shot the American prisoner what did he do? 
He fired three shots on him and after he left. 


In what direction did he go? 


rFecrPerererer 


4pproximately in the same direction Obersturmfuehrer 
Preuss had left previously. 

Q Did you see Obersturmfuehrer Preuss and Berghaus that same 
evening? 

A Yes. 

Q Where? 

A On the street there was a house and I saw them together in 
that house. 

Q Did you overhear any conversation between Berghaus and Preuss? 

A No, 

Q In this house was there any conversation about the American 
flyer? 

es. 
What was that conversation? 
r the flying suit. 

~~ 

a I don't know now any more who that was, either Berghaus, 
Jahrling or Kolbeck. 
Did you see that flying suit at any time that evening? 
Yes, wiemtnt was brought in, 


Did you see any part of that flying suit the next day? 
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Yes. 

Q Where? 

4 When we drove on the next day to the next village I saw 
Obersturmfuehrer Preuss wearing the pants. 

Q Prior to the time that Obersturmfuehrer Preuss left the SPW 
in the woods did he and Berghaus engage: in @ conversation? 

a No, I can't recall that, 

Q Is the same Obersturmfuehrer Preuss that you have been 
testifying about the same person that you have identified as wearing 
No, 44? 

A Yes. 

LT COL CRAWFORD: You may interrogate, 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY MR. STRONG: 

Q How much time would you say passed between the time Ober~ 
sturmfuehrer Preuss left and the time this prisoner was shot? 

A It was a short time, approximately five minutes. 

Q If I understood you correctly, you did not see Berghaus fire 
the first shot? 

A No, 

Q What was the position of the prisoner-of-war's body after he 
was shot? 

a I didn't see it since it was already dark. 

Q Is it possible that the prisoner-of-war might have tried to 
escape when he was shot? 

a Oe 

MR. STRONG: Wo further questions. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL; Nothing further. 
LT COL CRAWFORD; Nothing further, no redirect examination, 
EXAMINATION BY THE COURT 


COLONEL ROSENFELD: 
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Was the American flyer killed? 


A Yes. 


Q Did you hear Freuss give orders to anyone that this prisoner 


of war would be shot? 
A No. 
PRESIDENT; Any other questions by the court? Apparently 
there are none. The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from 


the court room.) 





LT. COLOMEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution calls as its next 
witness Rudi Moblock. 

ALBERT RUDI KWOBLOCK, called as a witness for the 
Prosecution was sworn and testified through an interpreter as 
followss 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accusede) 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Ite Colonel Crawford): 
Q State your name. 
A Albert Rudi Knoblook, 
Q = What rank did you hold between 15 December 19)\); and 
13 January 194,57 
A I was an Oberscharfuehrers 

Of what organization were you a member during that period? 

I was a member of the lst SS Panzer Division, Panzer 

Regiment 2, 10th Companys 


Are you at this time a prisoner of war of the United States? 


Yese 

Were you in the Eifel offensive? 

Yese 

What were your duties in the 10th Company? 

My personal duties were to lead the first leading platoons 
On what date did the offensive begin? 

On 16 December 19h). 

During the offensive, who was your company commmder? 


Obersturmfuehrer Preusse 


Pr © > © F&F & FF GO FP BO 


Would you recognize Obersturmfushrer Preuss if you saw 
today? 
A Yese 


4 


Q Will you loak at the defendante seated on your left and 
see if he is among them 
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Yes, he is presente 

What number is te wearing? 

tiie i 

On what date did the 10th Company leave the assembly area? 
From the 15th to 16th Decembers 


Were you with the 10th Company when it left the assembly 


H 
% 


Yes, I was with the 10th Company. 

Did you leave the 10th Company during the offensive? 
Yes, I did leave. 

On what date? 

On the 18th of the morninge 

Where was the company when you left? 

In front of Stavelote 

Why did you leave the company? 

Because Iwas wounded, 

Where were you wounded? 

Qu the upper lipe 

What place were you in? 

At Buellingens 

Q Who was in command of the 10th Company when you left it 


a 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
g 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


for Stavelot? 
A Untersturmfuehrer Aschendorff. 
Q Where was Preuss? 
A Obersturmfuehrer Preuss had remained in Buellingen. 
INTERPRETER WOLFE: May Iask the witness what he means by 
"verbleiben"? 
PRESIDENTt Yese 
A I wasntt with the campany any mre after Buellingeng 
When did you next see Preuss again? 
On 29 December 19). 
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Th Petit Thier. 


Did you have conversation with him at that time? 


I reported back to Obersturmfuehrer Preuss, 

Q Will you relate that conversation to the court as best 
you can? 

A Yese First I reported back to Obersturmfuehrer Preuss 
then I asked Obersturmfuehrer Preuss where he had been after 
Buellingen. Obersturmfuehrer Preuss told me that he had lost himself 
near Buellingen and that he had taken cover in some woods and that 
he had been hiding in the woods. Then he told me that during that 
time they had taken prisoner an American flyer. This flyer was 
shot at a later date or later on. If Obersturmfuehrer Preuss said 
that he had killed him himself or he had given the order to shoot 
him, I can't recall any mores 

Q Did you understand by this statement that Obersturmfuehrer 
Preuss had had something to do with the death of this flyer? 

A Yese 

Q Did Obersturmfuehrer Preuss show you mything during that 
conversation? 

A as far as I can remember he showed me at that time a pair 
of leather gloves, red-brown in colore 

Q Did he make any statement concerning these gloves? 

A Yes, he showed me the gloves and said these gloves are 
also from hime 

Q Was that during the conversation about the American flyer? 

A Yes, during the conversations 

LT. COLONEL CRAWFORD: You may inquires 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Mre Strong): 

Q Did Preuss tell you under what conditione or for what 

reasons this flyer was shot? 
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Wo, that he didn't tell me, 

MR. STRONG: Wo further questions. 

DEFEISE: Wo furthe cross. 

IT. COLONEL CRAWFORD: Wo redirects 

PRESIDENT: ‘There appear to be no questions by the Courts 
Witness excuseds 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 

courte) 
ea Lfe COLONEL CRAWFORD: Proseoution calls as its next 

witness, Lieutenant Perl, 

1st LIEUTENANT WILLIAM Re. PERL, recalled as a witness for 
the Prosecution testified as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accunede) 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Lte Colonel Crawford)s 
LT. COLONEL CRAWFORD: Ideutenant Perl, you are reminded you are 


still under oathe Are you the same Lieutenant Perl who has hereto~ 


fore testified in this case? 


A Yes, sire 

Q During the course of your assignment as investigator in 
the Malmedy case at IP Number 2, Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you 
have occasion to interrogate one Georg Preuss? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Is this mants name George? 

A Georg, and I believe it is the same as George in Englishs 

Q Is Georg Preuss one of the accused in the case now 
hearing before the Court? 

A Yes, sire 

Q Can you identify him? 

A Yess 


936 





Q Take a look at the defendants at your left and see if 


he is among those present. 

A ~—s He 4s present and his number is li. 

Q During the interrogation, did Georg Preuss make a statement 
to you? 


A = Yes, he dide 

Q Was 2 oral or in writing? 

A It was an oral statement first and the substance was taken 
into a written statements 

Ife COLONEL CRAWFORD: I hand the reporter a statement 
and ask it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number 7, for identification. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecutionts 
Exhibit Number 7), for identification by the reporters) 

Q Iieutenant Perl, I hand you statement that has been marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit Number 7, for identification and ask you what 
it ise 

A Yes, it is the written statement by Preuss written and 
signed by hime 

Q Is that in his handwriting? 

Yes, sire 

Was that statement taken under oath? 

Yes, sire 

Who administered the oath? 

I dide ; 

Was any force used to obtain this statement? 
Noy sire 

RQ Did you mke any threats or promises to obtain this 
statement? 

A Noy sire 


LT. COLONEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution offers in evidence 
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statement that has been identified by the witness, which is marked 
Prosecutionts Exhibit Number 7 for identification and asks that it 
be attached to the record and made a part thereof, and marked Prosecutions 
‘Brhibit The 
MRe STROWGs The Defense objects to the admission on the 
grounds previously stated. : 
PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The exhibit 


offered by the Froseoution is admitted in evidence and will be marked 
Exhibit "P=7i". 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marina and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's 
Exhibit Number "P-7)," and is attated hereto and made a part of the 
records) 

LT. COLONEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution hands the reporter a 
instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
"PeThA"s 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecutionts 
Exhibit "Pe7)a".) 

If. COLONEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution offers in evidence 
statement that has been marked Prosecutionts Exhibit "P=7la", as 
being a true and correct Eglish trmslation of Prosecutionts Exhibit 
MPHThM. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense, there is no objections 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Exhibit 
"P= 7A". 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecutionts 
Exhibit "P74" and is attached hereto and made a part of the records) 

LT. COLONEL CRAWFORD: Prosecution requests permission to 
read Prosecution's Exhibit "P=7LA". 
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PRESIDENT: Granted. 


1. — 


Le COLONEL ORAWFORD (Reading): 


“I, Haupteturmfuehrer Georg PREUSS, being duly sworn 
state the following: $ 


"During the EIFEL offensive in December 19) and 
January 1 I held the rank of Obersturmfuehrer and was 
commander of the 10th Company III (Armored 2 Ps Or Ret 
ISSAHe 


"1, Om the 15th December 19h, a conference of 
all company commanders of the battalion took place 
at the command post of the III (Armored) 2 Pz Gr Ret 
TSSAHe 


"The then Haupteturmfuehrer Josef DIEFENTHAL 
who at that time was our battalion commander prosided, 
Furthermore the following officers were presents 
Untersturmf Max DEIKE for the 9th Companys I, myself 
for the 10th companyy Obersturmfuehrer Hein2 TOMHARDT 
for the 11th Company; Hauptecharf Joachim THIELE for 
the 12th Companys the Adjutant Karl Heinz FLACKE and 


" possibly also the Ordnance Officer Untersturmfuehrer 


KINDERMANN» 


"at this meeting Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFRITHAL 
delivered us a speech. In this amongst other things 
he expounded that a wave af fear and terror must precede 
our troops and that the resistance of the enemy had to 
be broken by terrors I don't know if these were the 
exact words but this was the meaning, that the resistance 
of the enemy had to be broken by terror. Further 
Hauptsturmfushrer DIEFENTHAL declared "Prisoners of war 
are not being takene" 


"I have prepared a sketch "4" on which I picture 
the gardnerts house in which the conference with Hauptsturm 
fuehrer DIEFENTHAL took places 


"The numerals on this sketch indicates 
Seat of Haupteturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL 
Seat of Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS 
Presumably seat of Unterstuf DIEKE 
Seat of Obersturmfuehrer TOMHARDT 
Seat of Hauptscharf THIELE 
Bench 
Table 
Chair 


"That's how the order of seating is still in oy 
memory so fare 


"2¢ In the night of the same day therewith in the night 
from the 15th to 16th December 19), to my estimation it was 
about midnight, I myself assembled my company for a company 
lecture in the woods which bordered on the Battalion CeP. 

At this I ordered the mem of my company that a wave of fear 
and terror had to precede our troops and ordered them in a 
sense that the resistance of the enemy had to be broken by 
terror, according to the order I had received myself from 
Waupteturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL. Furthermore I ordered "No 
prisoners of war are being taken." 
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"I have prepared a second sketch "B" on which 
I have put the place at which I delivered the speech 
to my companye The numerals indicate; 


le Spot where I stood 

2e Place where the company was 

3e Direction arrow to the Battalion CoP. 
Ae Woods 

Be Forest paths. 


"3 On the 17th December 19 just about at 
eak in my estimation between 0700 and 0800 how's, 
with my company on the street near "BUELLINGRI* 
received fire from an American truck colum which I 
into against my will, I only rode alone with 
turned to the left into the woods to withdraw 
At that time I rode far ahead of sy SP¥s 
know if the others followed mes then I saw 
the street two of my SPs pass mee. However, 
I was already in the woods. Then I came up 
the road to follow my SPWs and to stp them, 
woods soon came to m end and the first houses 
seen in which I expected Americans, I drove 
the right into the woods. I remained in these 
In the 


5 


SEAPERTSEE 
& 


F} 
g 


prisoner of ware A flight officer; he was either second 
or first lieutenant. ‘ 


"This prisoner of war when he was brought to me 
wore American Aviator's trousers and a leather jackets 
He wore no headgear and was warmed, I understand a 
little Mnglish and as well as I could I tried to interrogate 
the officer, but I could not find out anything of intereste 
Iasked of him to show me his papers and he understood ma. 
Out of his papers I learned his age, his name and his ranke 
He was about 2), years old as far as I can recall. I offered 
him coffee and bread as we were all eating something at that 
times In the late afternoon of the same dq it must have 
been about 1600 hours when I left withtwo of my men to go 
on reconnaissance, my company troop leader Unterscharfuehrer 
Gunter BERGHAUS asked me what we should do with the prisoner. 
I replied, "We just bump him off." I did not give this order 
because I liked his trouserse 


"The reasons for my order for this were: (a) I had 
to leave theprisoner behind at my SPW with only three of my 
men, (b) it started to get dark and furthermore I feared 
that he muld betray us if American patrols or Belgian civilians 
came near Use 


"after I had given Unterscharfuehrer BERGHAUS 
this order I left to reconnoitre. It was already about 1900 
or 2000 hours when I came backe I didn't go any mre all 
the way to the place from where I had left but went at once 
into a house on the road about 00 meters or 500 meters away 
from the location of my SPWe 


“Unterscharfuehrer HEY, one of the two men who had 
been with m on reconnaissance I sent to the SPF to bring 
the SFW up to the hose At that tims it was clear to me 
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that no danger existed any longer at this locatiom, Several 
minutes later BERGHAUS came driving up with the rest of the 

crew. At this occasion right when BERGHAUS arrived I asked 

him where the flyer wase BERGHAUS answered; " I have shot the 
flyer." I asked BEROHAUS how he had shot him, nterecharfuehrer 
BERGHAUS replied "With shots im the head," I know that out of 
the wrds of Unterscharfuehrer BERGHAUS followed that he had 
killed the flyer with several shots in the head. He told m 

he had shot the American flyer while he (BERGHAUS) sat pretending 
Playing with the rifle, and the flyer sat wsuspiciously or lay 
unsuspiciously on a blankete Correspondingly tnterscharfusehrer 
BERGHAUS showed me several objects which he had taken off the 
dead flyere Amongst these things were the Amrican flyer's 
trousers which the fiyer had worn, and a golden wedding ring. 

I ordered BERGHAUS to give me the wedding ring and also the 
flyer's trousers, As he handed me the wedding ring, I said 

"I need this one when I am getting married." The trousers were 
too short for me as the American flyer was much shorter than I, 
Therefore, I had a civilian that same night yet lengthen them 
and then put them on, i 


"When on the following day, on the 18th December 
1944, I met my battalion commander in "Chenew". I related 
the story with the flyer truthfully to him as I described 
it hereing However, not as explicitly. 


"It is not correct that I told Haupeturmfuehrer 
DIEFENTHAL that I shot this flyer either in a duel or that 
I was unexpectedly attacked by him, or he by me, and he 
(the flyer) had been shot in the course of this attacks 


"The shooting of this flyer was later misrepresent- 
ed in such a manner that I had the presence of mind to 
shoot an American when he attacked me, to make the proposal 
for my Ritterkreus more attractive. 


“These misrepresentations of the facts in the 
proposal for the Ritterkreus were, however, not instigated 
by mee 


"I have prepared a sketch "C" of the area where 
my SPW stood in the afternoon hours of 17 Decembere 


"The numerals on this sketch indicates 


Iecation of the Observation poste 
Tooation of the Americans 

Incation of the guards 

Iocation of Unterscharfuehrer BERGHAUS 
as I gave him the order to shoot the 
flyere 

My location as I gave BERGHAUS the orders 
@e Thick woods of young trees. 

be Sparsely growing fir tree woods 

Ce Group of housese 

de Roads 


"he I have been asked if I had ever commanded the 11th Comp- 
any in the EIFEL offensive, To that I state: From the early 
morning hours of 22 December 191), on, besides my own company, 
also the 11th Company, 2nd Pz Gr Rgt ISSAH was under ny 
command as not only no officers but also no able thterfuehrer 
of the llth Company were on hands 
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"I will have put down the statement wluntarily and 
out of my own free will, wminfluenced by force, threats, 
or harsh treatment, ani uinfluenced by promises of any 
kind. 


"I swear before God that the facts stated in this 
statement are true and I am prepared to repeat them wider cath | 
before any courte ; 


Swom to and subscribed before me this second 
day of April 1946 at Schwabisch Hall, Germany. 


WILLIAM Re PERL 

1st Lte MeIe 0=55519 
Investigator<Examiner, War Crimes 
Branch, USFET 





| Tk 100-5/29-SR-1 
fls Evelyn 


(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 
PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court will come to order. 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record 
show that all the members of the Court, all the members of the 
Prosecution, with the exception of Captain Shumacker, who is ab- 
sent on business of the Prosecution, all the members of the 
Defense Counsel, with the exception of Lieutenant Colonel Dwinell 
and Dr. Leiling, who are absent on business of the accused, all 
the defendants, and the reporter are present. 
Te the Court please, we have a now interpreter to be 
sworn. 
(Whereupon Gabriel Ujlaky, a German civilian, was duly 
sworn as court interpreter.) 
as Lt. WILLIAM Re PERL, recalled as a witness for the roseou- 
tion, testified through an interpreter as follows: 
LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Lieutenant Perl, you are reminded 


that you are still wider oath. 


: 
(Ymereupon Exhibit 74-4 was read in the German language by 


the interpreter.) s 

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Prosecution offers in evidence 
photo affidavits signed by Georg Preuss as frosecution's Sxhibits 
74-B and 74-C, identifying the pictures of Josef Disfenthal and 
Heinz Tomhardt. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: On benalf of the Defense, there is 
no objection to the picture affidavits or necessity for reading 
the samo. It is further agreed that they area tho pnotozraphs of 
the accused Diefenthal and Tomhardt. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibits 
offered by tne Prosseution are accepted in evidence and will be 


marked Prosecution's Sxhibits P-74-5 and P-74-0 respectively. 
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(Mhereupon the dooumnts referred to were marked Prose- 


cution's Exnibits P-74-B and P-74-C, were received in evidence 
as Prosecution's Exnibits P-74-8 and P-74-C respectively, are 
attacned nereto and made a part of the record.) 

LI. COL» CRAWFURD: You may cross examine. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Wo cross examination on benalf of 
the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently 
none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and returned to the 
Prosecution table in the courtroom.) 

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Prosecution calls as its next 
witness Karl Huebler. 

KARL HUEBLER, called as a witness for tho Frosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as 
follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and otner proceedings 
were translated to the accused.) 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (LT. COL. CRAWFORD): 

Q State your name. 

A Huebler, Karl. 

Q What rank did you hold fron ls December 1944 to 13 
January 19447 

4 Unterscnarfuenrer, Sergeant. 

Q What was your organization during that period? 

loth Company, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment, LSSAH. 
Yho was your company commander? 
lst Lieutenant Preuss. 


Would you know Obersturmfuenrer Preuss if you saw him 
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A Yes. 
Q Look at the defendants seated to your left and see if 
he is among those present. 

Yes, he is here. 

What number is he wearing? 

Number 44. 

4re you a prisoner of war of the United States? 

Yes. 

Were you in the Bifes Offensive? 

Yes. 

What date did your company leave the assembly area? 

December l6tne 

Did your company reacn Buejlingen? 

Yes. 

What date and at what tim of day? 

On the 17th at about eipnt o'clock. 

In the morning or the evening? 

In the morning. 

What did you see when you entered Bueilingen! 

On entering the town on the left side there was an air 
field, on the srignt side a hedge row. A tank Mark IV, whien had 
been put out of action, was standing on the rignt in front of 
whicu four American soldiers with their hands raised above their 
heads were standing. Untersturmfuenrer Ascnendorf with his anti- 
aircraft tank and I witn my tank turned towards the air field to 
make security towards the left. There I received the order to 
destroy seven single motor airplanes which were located on that 
fiald. Thereupon I returned to the street and joined the colum. 


Q “hare did the colum go from there? 
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It went into Buellingen. 
Q What happened? 
4 In the center of Bueilingen there was a street going 
across- It turned to a sharp left and there we were attacked 
by aircraft. We had to leave the tanks promptly.» I had the 
machine gm mounted on its mount and we continued to go on shortly 
thereafter. 


Q Did you see anytning else in Buellingen? 


4 Towards the end of Buellingen, already Rottenfuenrer 


Brecht came towards us with two American prisoners of war. He 
was coming from the direction of the gas dump which was located 
on the left near the exit from the tow. Rottenfuehrer Brecnt 
sent the two prisoners of war on a fieid and snot them in the 
back from a distance of about fifteen meters. * 
Q How were these two American prisoners of war holding 
tneir hands? 
A They had them like this. (Indicating) 
Lf. COL. CRAVFORD: Let the record show that the witness 
holds botn hands above his head. 
THE WITNESS: There wre four American soldiers, not two 
American soldiers. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (LT. COL. CRAWFORD): 
Q Yere there four or two that Brecht shot? 
4 Twoe 
+ How vere the four American soldiers whom you had seen 
earlier in Buellingen holding their hands? 
They held them above tnmeir heads. 
What company was Rottenfuenrer Ereent in? 
Hs was in the 10tn Company too. 


Wat firearms did these two American prisoners have? 


(Huebler-Direct) 
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Q Did you see these prisoners attempt to escape before 
Brecht sno¢ them’ 

4a Noe When I saw them they were running ahead of them 
on the street. 

Were they walking or running? 

They were walking. 

LT. COL. CRAWFORD: You may inquire. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Wo cross examination. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently 
“none + The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused #d withdrew from the 
courtroom.) 

LI. COL. CRAWFORD: Prosecution calls as its next 
witness Ernst Koehler. This witness has previously testified 
and is being recalled. 

ERNST KOEHLER, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified further through an interpreter 
as follows: 

REDIRECT SXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (LT. COL. CRAWFORD): 

Q State your name. 

4 Koshler, Srnst. 

Q 4re you the sane Ernst Foshler who has heretofore testi- 
fied in this case? 

4 Yes. 

Q In your former testimony you testified that you were in 
tne Bifel Offensive. 

4A Yes. 


Q On wnat date did your company leave the assembly area? 


(Koenler-Rediract) 
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(Koehler-Redirect) 


On the sth of December 1944. 

On that date wno was your company commander? 
1st Lieutenant Kremser. 

What company were you in? 

In the lst Company, SS Panser Regiment, ISSAH. 
Did your company come to Buellingen? 

Yes. 

Was your company commander present when your company 
Bue Llingen’ 

Yes. 

Where was he? 

He was driving ahead of us. 

What did you observe as you entered Buellingen? 


I saw Amsricans come out of a house about 100 meters 


UBe 


How many were there? 

Eight to ten. 

How were they holding their hands? 

They wre holding their hands above their heads. 
What firearms did they carry? 

They were not bearing any arms. 

Were any of the group carrying any objects? 

One of thom was waving a white piece of cloth. 

How large was this cloth? 

About 60 by 70 centimeters. 

At the tims these American soldiers came out of the 
you see Company Commander Obersturmfuehrer Kremser? 
Yes. 

Wheres was he? 


He was’ standing in the turret of his vehicle. 
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Tk 100-5/29-8R-7 What did he dot 
He motioned to the American soldiers. 
Show the Court how he motioned. 
(Indicating) 
LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Let the record show the witness 


snd tk 100 extends his right arm and brings it back to his right shoulder. 


Sylvia P. follows 
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What did the American soldiers do? 

They then ran towards his car, 

What happened then? 

When they were about ten meters away from 


his vehicle, Kremser's vehicles opened fire with 


machine guns upon them. 


Q How many bursts wero fired? 

A I couldn't observe any fire. I would say 
there were about 50 rounds, 
Q What did the Americans do? 

A They fell towards the front and remained 
lying there. 

Q After they fell did the firing cease? 

they continued firing. 
Did you see these Americans after the 

firing ceased? 

A We continued to drive on right after that. 
I conldn't see them. 
Q Did you hear any sounds coming from these 


Americans after the firing ceased? 


No, our motors were running while we were 


was Buellingen. 


LT. COL. OR/ You may inquire. 


ATION 


(Ernst Koehler 





QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (MR. STRONG) 
Q What duties did you have in the tank? 
A I was the first gunner. 


Q Did you have opportunity from the place where 


you were sitting to observe what youtold us just 


before? 
A Yes. 
Q Isn't it a fact that you have only a very 
small slit through which you can see, that you have 
practically no observation possibility whatsoever? 
A This slit, that is not a slit. It's some 
optical arrangement. 
Q Did you ever leave your tank in Buellingen? 
A While refueling, yes. 
MR. STRONG; No further questions. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL; Nothing further. 
PRESIDENT: Anything further by the 


prosecution? 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION (CONTINUED) 
3¥ PROSECUTION (LT. COL. CRAWFORD) 
Q Koehler, will you deseribe this optical 


arrancement throue rericans 


Thet 


eters. 


distance of 100 meters wi 





Q Is that optical arrangement movable or is 
it fixed? 
A It moves along with a turret. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION (CONTINUED) 


QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR.LEER) 


Wheat is the optical arrangement attached to? 


It is attached in front of my seat so that 
use it comfortably. 
Is this optical arrangement which you are 
describing the aiming telescope? 
A You can consider it to be an aiming 
telescope. 
Q Besides that-aiming telescope, is there 
any optical errangement in the tank? 


The radio operator has some similar con- 
‘ 


trivance next to his machine gun. 


Q But the first gunner has only this optical 


arrangement? 
A Yes. 


Did you yourself fire? 


fo further questions. 
by the Court? 


\pparently 1 


(Wr 


ere 
: 
prosecution 


Sentain 


prosecution's 
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WILLIAM PERL, called as a witness for the 
prosecution, resumed the stand and further testified 
through an interpreter as follows: 


CAPT. BYRNE; Lt. Perl, you are reminded 


that you are still under oath. 


REDIRECT EXAMTNATION (CONTINUED) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. BYRNE) 

Q Are you the same Lt. Perl who has previously 
testified in this case? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q In the course of your interrogation of 
witnesses at IP No. 2 at Schwaebisch Hall, did you 
have occasion to interrogate one Paul Ochmann? 

A Not as a witness, as a suspect. 

Q How often did you interrogate Ochmann as a 
suspect? 

A Several times. 

Q In the course of his interrogations, did 
he make any statements to you? 

sir. 
these statements reduced to writing? 
r. 
hat method were they reduced to 
writing? 
the substance of his oral 
statements in his presence to Lt. Kramm and Lt. 
Kramm redictated it from his shorthand notes and he 
wrote it down in his own handwriting. 
Who is Lt. Kramm that you have described? 


Lt. Kramm was the adjutant of the first 


(William Perl - Redirect) 
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battalion, first SS Panzer Regiment and as he knew 
shorthand we used him as a stenographer, I mean 
German shorthand. 

CAPT. BYRNE; I hand the reporter an 


instrument and request that it be marked Prosecution 


Exhibit No. P-75 for identification. 


(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. P-75 for identification by 
the reporter. ) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. BYRNE CONTD) 

Q Lt. Perl, I hand you Prosecution 'xhibit 
No. P-75 for identification and ask if you can 
identify it. 


A 


A I the written statement made by Paul 
Ochmann referred to by me before, written by him and 
signed by him. 

Q Is that statement sworn to? 

A Yes, sir. 

Who took the oath? 
I did. 
Q Was anyone else present at the time you 
interrogated Paul Ochmann? 
I certainly conducted the 
alone. I do not think that anyone 
A part of the interrogation Kramm was present. 
Was this statement which you have identified 
made voluntarily by Ochmann? 


Yes, 


(William Perl’+ Red'rect) 
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Q Were any threats or promises made to secure 


the statement? 

A No, sir. 

Q Were any cruel or unusual methods used to 
secure the statement? 

A No, sir. 

Q Would you be able to identify the Paul 
Ochmann who wrote and signed this statement if you 
saw him again? 

A Yes, ar. 

Q Would you look in the prisoner's dock on 
your left and see if you can identify that man. 


A Yes, sir. He is present and his number 


PRESIDENT: Number 41 stand up. Sit down. 

CAPT. PYRNE: The prosecution offers in 
evidence the statement of Paul Ochmann which has 
been marked P-75 for identification, requests that 
it be admitted in evidence, attached to the record 
and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-75. 

MR. STRONG: The defense objects to the 


admission on the grounds which have been previously 


The objection is overruled. 
exhibit off ad by the prosecution ts admitted 
into evidence and w be marked Prosecution Exhibit 


No. P-75. 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been 


previously marked and identified was received in 
evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-75.and is 


s 


(William Perl - Redirect) 
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attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. BYRNE: Prosecution hands the reporter 
an instrument and requests that it be marked Exhibit 
P-75-A for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. P-75-A for identification by 
the reporter.) 

OAPT. BYRNE; Prosecution offers in evidence 
a true and currect English translation of the state- 
ment of Paul Ochmann and requests that it be marked 
Prosecution Exhibit P-75-A, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection on behalf of 
the defense. 

PRESTDENT:; There betng no objection the 
exhibit offered by the prosecution will be admitted 
in evidence and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-75-A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, was 
received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. 

P-75-A and is attached hereto and made a part of the 
record.) 

CAPT. BYRNE; Prosecution requests permission 
of the Court to read its exhibit P-75-A. 
PRESIDENT: Granted. 

(Reading) 


"J, Hauptscharfuehrer Paul OCHMANN, be 


sworn, make the following statements. 


"During the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944 and 
anuary 1945, I had at that time the rank of Ober- 
charfuehrer and belonged to Headquarters Company of 


J 
8 


the lst Battalion, lst SS Panzer Regiment, "Lssan." 


"On the evening of the 15th December 1944, Unter- 
sturmfuehrer Heinz BUCHHEIM of my company delivered a 
speech to our Company, to those members of Headquarters 
Company of the Ist Battalfon, who" partictrated tn the 


RIFEL offensive. In thts speech Untersturmfuehrer 
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BUCHHEIM pointed- out, among other things, that the 
offensive ahead would be decisive. He also said that 
we should not take prisoners on account of the 
importance of the offensive as we did not have 
sufficient men to guard them. 


"On the 17th December 1944 - it was just starting 
to get dark - I saw, near the village entrance in 
ENGELSDORF, about 8 American prisoners of war standing 
on the right side of the road in front of a house. 

All these prisoners wore American uniforms; however, 

they did not have steel helmets on any longer. Their 
hands were either clasped behind the neck, or raised 

about the head. 


"Whether these prisoners stood in front of the 
driveway to a garage I cannot tell any longer. When 
I saw these prisoners, I went to an SPW, standing in 
the immediate vicinity of the house, !n which sat 
Untersturmfuehrer HERING, Platoon Leader of the 9th 
Pz. Pi. Company. When I saw the prisoners, I remembered 
that irmediatd y before departing from ENGELSDORF, 
Sturmbannfuehrer PONTSCHKE shouted something to me 
which I could not make out. When I saw the prisoners, 
the shovt of Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, (which possibly 
could have meant that prisoners of war must be bumped 
off) occurred to me. I also recalled that Untersturm- 
fuehrer PUCHHNIM said two days previously that we 


should not take any prisoners. Moreover, was ina 
bad mood because I received from Untersturmfuehrer 
Kurt KRAIM, one hour before, the order to remain in 
ENGELSDORF to guard about 30 American vehicles captured 
in EnGELSDORF, as well as 8 American prisoners of war, 
These 8 prisoners of war, however, are not identical 
with those I saw at the village entrance and shot at 
the cemetery. The 8 prisoners which I received from 
Untersturmfuehrer { waited farther north of the 
village entrance; they were still there during the 

NY shot the prisoners who I found at the 


these reasons 
and said to hi 


ds, 


wmbannfuehrer 


hooting 


"Thereupon I went to the y stood behind 
the S$ of Unterstursfuehrer HERT) f asked for 
Sturmmann SUESS. I said tc r nn SUESS he should 
come with me, the’ & prisons vere to be shot. 





"SUESS stepped from his vehicle after having 
previously taken a weapon from the vehicle. TI no 
longer know what kind of weapon it was. Together with 
SUESS I led the prisoners past the SPW of Untersturm- 
fuehrer HERING over to the other side of the road. I 
cannot tell any longer exactly how far I led the 
prisoners but 1t was hardly more than 100 meters, 
possibly even less. 


"Thereby I again went back a short distance on 
the road on which we came, therefore north in the 
direction towards MALMEDY. 


"Tn the vininity of the cemetery at a place where 
the terrain descends on the right of the street, I 
stopped the prisoners, who were marching one behind 
the other. (If I know say "right", I mean right as 
one goes in the direction towards MALNEDY). I formed 
them right at the edge of the road for I selected this 
location intentionally because there the bodies could 
drop right down the steep terrain without lying in 
our way. 


"I then indicated to the prisoners with my hand 
that they should place themselves with their backs 
towards me and therefore with the face towards the 
slope, as I intended to kill them by a shot in the 
neck and I know that by a shot in the neck the victim 
falls forward. 


“Thereupon, I first shot the first American prisoner 
of war into the ned from a distance of about 20 cm. 
The American was doubtlessly dead. From the motion 
he made I saw that he was hit inthe neck and he fell 
forward, hit. Then again with my pistol I shot the 
second American prisoner of war in the same manner 
from a distance of about 20 em. I shot him with a 
shot into the neck from the rear because I know from 
my service with the 'Totenkopf einheit! that this is 
the customary way to shoot people. 


"Alltold, I myself shot and killed with my pistol 
in this manner 4 or 5 of these American prisoners of 
war, The others were shot in my presente by Stur 
SUESS of the 9th Pz. Pioneer Co, ‘hile I shot, 
also shot and after I shot 4 or §, the others were 
already shot by SUNSS. After I shot these prisoners, 
I walked on alone the road towards MALMEDY, in my 
est’mati 7 t meters because th re yere 
we {cles 1 n} s { ¢ nind, + this localtty 
therefore, about £ eters north of t lacs 
and Sturmmann SUESS shot the prisoners, st 

prisoners of war. I believe that an offic 
also among them. I brought these prisoners 
located in the village because I was of th 
that enough prisoners of war were al eady bumped off. 
These 8 prisoners whom I brought to the hotel were 
still together with some other unded rican prisoners 
of war when I left the hotel araqund noon on the 18th 
December 1944, 
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“At the time of the shooting described by me above 
and executed by me in the vicinity of the cemetery of 
ENGELSDORF, I wore a black uniform and over t a long 
gray-green all-purpose coat. This coat was made of 
cloth and lined inside. On the head I wore different 
from the gray coat, a black visor cap. I wore high 
black boots. I was armed with a pistol which was 
attached to the belt. 


"For a better understanding of my statement, I 
prepared 2 drawings. On the one marked "A" I drew the 
general layout of the entrance to ENGELSDOR#S. On the 
legend is meant; 1 House at which I first saw the 
prisoners of war; 2 hotel; 3 another house;4 lknocked- 
out Panther; 5 knocked out SPW; 6 SPW of Untersturm- 
fuehrer HERING: 7 SPW of Sturmmann SUHSS; 8 Route of 
the American prisoners of war; 9 place of the shooting; 
10 cemetery; 11 American vehictes; 12, 8 prisoners 
of war which were turned over to me by Untersturm- 
fuehrer KRAMM; 13 amphibious vehicle of Sturmmann 
WALLA; 14 a cafe. 


"On drawing "B" T drew a portion of the locality 
shown in drawing "A", the place where I first saw the 
prisoners and also the location where I together wi th 
STURMMANN SUESS shot the prisoners. The explanation 
thereto: 1 House at which I first saw the prisoners; 
2 a cafe;3 another house; 4 knocked-out Panther; 5 
knocked-out SPW; 6 SPW of Untersturmfuehrer HERING; 

7 SPW in which Sturmmann SUESS rode; 8 location of 
shooting; 9 cemetery; 10 route of prisoners. 


"I made this statement voluntarily and of my 
own free will, uninfluenced from duress, threats and 


harsh treatment, as well as uninfluenced from prdamises 
of any kind. 


"I swear before God that this statement 1s true and 
I am prepared to repeat it under oath before any court 


(signed) Paul OCHM 
SS Hauptscharfuehrer 
29 March 1946 


o before me 


arch 1946 at 


Pp IRL 
t MeI. 0-555149 
Investicator - Hxamitner 
WeCc.B Tramemt 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German.) 


You may cross examine. 
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MR. WALTERS: May it please the Court and counsel for the Prosecu- 


RECROSS EXAMINATION (Continued) 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Mr. Walters): 

Q Lt. Perl, how meny times wae Ochmann interrogated? 

A I do not know the exact number, but I would guess between 
five and seven times, 

Q And was anyone present with you at the time you interrogated 
him? 

A Not as my recollection, except, in the very last phase, Kramm. 

Q Lieutenant, isn't it true that there wes another member of 
the interrogation team there part of the time on the occasion when the 
statement was taken? 

A I don't think BO. 

Q Isn't it true, Lt. Perl, that Mr. Harry Thon was there part 
of that time? 

A I don't think so, 

Q You would not say he was not there? 

A No. 

Q When you first interrogated Ochmann, did he not deny that he 
had ever shot American prisoners of war or civilians? 

A Yes, he did, 


And did he not deny that on several occasions? 


Q 
A Yes. 
Q 


And whet procedure did you take to obtein this confession from 


A We had him giving up already from the point of the invectiga- 
tion when we found out that there were two eyewitnesses to the Ligneu- 
ville killing and those two eyewitnesses described Ochmann in all details. 
I then confronted him with those two eyewitnesses, and he confessed. I 


believe, but I am not certain, that I confronted him also with a witness 
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who was not bone fide in order to impress him with three witnesses. 
Q Then you did confront him with a witness who was not bona fide? 
a Yes, I did. 


Q And was it immediately after that that he made s statement? 


a That I do not remember. f 

Q Did not Ochmann tell you that he had taken eight prisoners to 
the hotel in Engelsdorf? 

A Yes, he did. | 

Q And did he not consistently deny the shooting of the other 
eight that you desoribed? 

A He denied it until he was confronted with those two or probably 
three witnesses. 


Q Was he told by you that if he would make the statement, that 


nothing would happen to him? 


you not tell him thet his punishment would be small since 


shoot came from his superior? 


you not suggest to him that he would get only eight to 

ten months' imprisonment if he made the stetement? 

‘h Noe 

Q Now, on the occasion when you obtained this statement, who 
was in the cell with you when Ochmann came in? 

A Do you mean the final written statement? 

Q Yes. 

A I couldn't say sny more. He might have been in the cell al- 
ready when I entered, 

Q On that occasion was there anyone in the cell besides yourself? 
end Ochmann? 

A When I dictated the statement, there was certainly Kremm. I 


don't think there was anybody else. 
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Q Why did you dictate it to Kram? 

a Because Kranmm was the only man in the house, as far as we 
knew, who knew German shorthand, and the investigation section wanted 
the statements <= War Crimes wanted the statements «= handwritten, and 
it took a very long time to be present when somebody writes a statement. 

Q Do you remember, Lt. Perl, whether one of the interrogations 
was on the 5th day of March? 

A No, I do not. 

Q Would you remember whether that was the day when Mr. Thon was 


present in the cell? 


PROSECUTION: If the Court please, the witness has testified that 


he doesn't recall anybody being present, and this question is asked the 
third time now, whether anybody was present. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained. 

MR. WALTERS: May I say something? If your Honor please, I believe 
the witness definitely answered me on one question that he would not say 
that Mr. Thon was not present. 

LAW MEMBER: He also said that, to the best of his recollection, 
Mr. Thon was not present. 

MR. WALTERS: That is quite true, your Honor, but my next question 
was could he definitely say he was not present, and he said no, he could 
not say that. 

LAW MEMBER: Well, that establishes it sufficiently for the Court. 

Q How long did the interrogation last on the date when the 
statement was teken? 

A The day the statement was taken there wes no actual interroge~ 
tion any more, as far as I remember. As far as I remember, it was dic- 
tated to Kremm, but this dictation developed into a kind of interrogation 
because Ochmann wanted quite a number of detaile stated in this state~ 
ment, and they were teken into the statement. 

Q During the periods between his various interrogations, can you 
state whether or not he was denied some of his meelst 
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A I would not know about it. 


Q Was he, on one occasion, placed on a footstool with a cord 


around his neck? 
A Woe 
Q And was he not asked his lest desires? 
A At none of the interrogations. 
Q Did he on one occasion, when asked what his last desires were, 


did he request that he be allowed to see his parents? 


A He was never asked by me for his last desire, and never in my 


presence, and he therefore never mentioned his last desires. 

Q My question was did he not ask to see his parents on that 
occasion? 

a I don't remember that he ever asked to see his parents. 

Q To refresh your memory, Lieutenant, didn't he ask to see his 
parents, and it was answered to him that he was a war criminal and that 
wish could not be fulfilled? 

A I don't remember. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, the question has been asked, I 
think this is the third time, and I think he has answered it now the 
third time. I object on this ground. 

LAW MEMBER: The objection is to be sustained for this reason, Mr. 
Walters: The question you asked wes when he was asked if he wanted any 
last wish, did he ask for his parents. Now, the witness answered that 
on no occasion, in his presence, was he asked if he wented any last wish. 
Now, you are still persisting in asking the same question. If you wish 
to ask on any occasion did he simply ask to see his parents, the Court 
will permit it. 

MR. WALTERS: May I say to the Court that I prefaced that lest 
question in order that I might refresh Lt. Perl's memory. That is quite 
a different situation on cross examination, I believe. 


LAW MEMBER: Suppose you rephrase your entire question now. 
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Q On one occasion when you were interrogating Ochmann and he 
consistently denied shooting the eight prisoners, was he dressed only 
with his boots, trousers and shirt, at which time he was struck in the 
mouth and blood ceme from his mouth? 

A I do not remember the way he was dressed any more, but I know 
for certain that he was never struck. ; 

Q By your laet answer, do you mean to say that he was never 
slapped in the face or struck in the abdomen, stomach or chest? 

A He was never hit in any way in my presence, and‘I was cone 
ducting his interrogation. 

DEFENSE: Wothing further for the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Prosecution? 

CAPT. BYRNE: Wo redirect. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 

Apparently there are none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution calls Maria Lochen. 

MARIA LOCHEN, called as a witness for the Prosecution, was sworn 
and testified through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Byrne): 
Q What is your name? 


Maria Lochen. 


A 
Q And where do you live? 
A 


In Ligneuville. 

What country is Ligneuville in? 

In Belgium. 

Do you speak and understand both French and German? 

Germen better. 

Were you living in Ligneuville on the 17th of December, 19,1)? 


Yes. 


(Marie Lochen - Direct) 





Q What troops were occupying Ligneuville on that day? 

A Americans. 

Q How long did the Amerioans remain in Ligneuville? <= Did 
the Americans move out of Ligneuville on the 17th? 

LT. WAHLER: If the Court please, the witness hasn't answered the 
previous question. 

LAW MEMBER: Well, the Court end everyone realizes that the witness 
is nervous. We will allow some leeway, but please do not lead the witness. 

A There was combat taking place there. 

Did the combat last all day? 


No. Forty-five minutes. 


Q 
A 
Q About what time of the day was that? 
A 


About 2:15. 
Q Did you see any other troops in Ligneuville on the 17th of 
December? 
The German Waffen SS. 
About what time of the day did you see them? 
They arrived at about 2:15. 


Q With reference to the highway from Malmedy, where is your 


home located? 
A On the right side going toward Malmedy. 
Q Is it in the center of the village, or toward the edge of the 
village? 
A Somewhat toward the edge of the village. 
Q Calling your attention to the late afternoon of the 17th of 
December, did anything unusual happen in the vicinity of your home? 
Yes, 
What was it? 
American prisoners were shot. 
Did you see them shot? 


Yes. I saw as the three last ones were shot. 
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Do you know how many were shot? 

Bight. 

How do you know that? 

I saw the shots and saw them right there afterwards. 
About what time of the day did this occur? 

At about four thirty. 

Do you know who did the shooting? 


Yes. 


eoprpeer &©2 FP © FP & 


Who was it? 


> 


Two of them. One of them was in charge and the other one did 
the shooting. They were from the Waffen SS. 

When you say Waffen 8S, do you mean German soldiers? 

Yes. 

How do you know they were Germans? 

Well, they had captured the Americans there. 

Could you tell us how they were dressed? 

Yes. 

Will you describe it, please, 

Grey uniforms with a patch Leibstandarte Waffen 88 Adolf 
here (indicating). 

Did you observe the men who were doing the shooting? 

Yes. 

Can you tell the Court how they were dressed? 

The Germans? 

Yes. 

Grey, the way German soldiers ars uniformed -- in grey. 

What kind of coat, if any, did they wear? 

I can't really say that exactly. 

With reference to your home, where were these Americans shot? 


On our side <= on the right side of our house. 


About how far away from the house? 


Five or six meters. 
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Was it anywhere near the highway? 
Yes. 
About how far? 


The edge of the road, 


Can you describe the edge of the road? 


Yes. 
What does it look like? 
What it looks like? 


Well, is it level? 


> © re © Fr © FP O&O PP fC 


Yes. 
CAPT. BYRNE: The Prosecution hands the reporter a photograph to 
be marked Prosecution Exhibit P16 for Identification. 
(Whereupon the photograph was marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=76 
for Identification by the reporter.) 
Q The Prosecution shows you what has been marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P-76 for Identification and asks you if you can identify it. 
A Yes. 
Can you tell the Court what it is? 
Yes. é 
What is it? 
This is where the American prisoners were lying while they 
being dug up from under the snow, 
Do you recognize the house in the background of the picture? 
Yes. 
Whose house is it? 
That is the house next to the post office. 
Is this a picture taken anywhere near your home? 
Yes. 


Now, looking at the picture, can you recognize the highway? 


> &© > © FP O&O FP 2 


Yes. 


Where is it? 


>) 


(Meria Lochen ~ Direct) 





A = Here (indicating). 

CAPT. BYRNE: Let the record show that the witness indicated the 
left side of the photograph. 

Q Now, is the place where you have indicated the American sole 
diers lay when they dug them out of the snow at the same level as the 
highway? 

A Woe 


Q What is the difference? 


A There is a ditch there, and a ditch here, and this out here 


in the field (indicating). 

CAPT. BYRWE: Let the record show that the witness indicated the 
right-hand side of the photograph when referring to the ditch. 

CAPT. WARVID: If it please the Court, I object because we cannot 
determine whet she is indicating. 

LAW MEMBER: Somebody get around there and watch it. That is the 
proper procedure. 

CAPT. NARVID: Have you a copy of it? 

CAPT. BYRNE: I have, but I can't give you a copy until it is in 
evidence. 

CAPT, WARVID: For identification? 

CAPT. BYRNE: Oh, yess 

The Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution Exhibit No. 
P+76 for Identification, and requests that it be admitted in evidence, 
attached to the record, and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=76. 

CAPT. NARVID: Wo objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P=76. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked 
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P=76 


and is attached hereto end made a part of the record.) 
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Q You have testified that you did not see the first shots 
Is that right? 

Yes. 

Did you hear those shots fired? 

Yes. 

Where were you at the time? 

In the barn, : 

Did you remain in the barn? 

Noe 

When did you come out of the barn? 

A short while afterwards, 

Was the shooting still in progress when you came out? 


Yes. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


How long did the bodies remain at the place you have indi- 


About six weeks. 
Were you present at the time they were removed? 
A Yes, 
CAPT, BYRNE: The Prosecution hands the reporter a document to be 
marked Prosecution Exhibit No. Pr77 for Identification. 
(Whereupon the document was marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=77 
for Identificetion by the reporter.) 
Q I show you what has been marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P»77 
for Identification and ask if you cen recognize it. 
A Yes. 
What is it? 
This is our house (indicating). 
What ere you pointing to as indicating "our house"? 
That is where I live. 
Is there a number in the place you are indicating? 


Yes. 


(Maria Lochen = Direct) 





What is it? 

a Wo. le 

i} And, indicating the long lines that have been drawn on the 
paper, what do they represent? 

A The edge of the road. 
Do you know where that road goes? 
To Malmedy. 
Do you know who prepared this sketch? 
Yes. 
Who was it? 
I put the numbers in. 
When was that done? Do you remember? 
In March. 
Is this your signature that appears on the instrument? 
Yes. 
What does the number 2 as shown on the sketch indicate? 
The bakery. 
And what do the numbers 1, 5 and 6 on the sketch indicate? 
Where the American prisoners who had been shot were lying. 
And what does the number 7 indicate? 
Hotel Rupp- 


Did you see any other prisoners of war on that same day? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
a 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
dl 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes. 


Where were they? 


> & 


In front of the bakery next to the walls leading to the cellar 
door. 
Q Is there a number on the sketch at that point? 
A Yes. 
Q What is it? 
A No. 3. 


CAPT. BYRNE: ‘The Proseeution offers in evidence a sketch, identi- 
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fied by the witness, which has been marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P+77 
for Identification, and requests that it be admitted into evidence, at- 
tached to the record, and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-77. 

MR. WALTERS: ‘The Defende objects on the grounds that the witness 
hereelf did not draw the sketch, and there is no groundwork laid to 
show that the sketch even approximates the dimensions and distances on 
the actual ground as shown on the sketch. 

CAPT. BYRNE: I believe the witness, in the course of her testi-+ 
mony, has indicated that certain marks that are on the sketch have been 
placed there by her to identify certain spots. The sketch, in and of 
itself, does not purport to be an accurate portrayal of the place that 
it describes. It is only offered in evidence to assist the Court in 
visualizing the locale. 

MR. WALTERS: Now, if the Court please, the Prosecution, by his 
own answer, has shown that the sketch is inadmissible, because he admits, 
if your Honor please, that there are no distances shown. There is no 
possible way from the sketch to show the relative positions of these 
spots. Further, if the Court please, all that the witness put on there -~ 
admits she put on -=- was certain numbers indicating certain spote end 
objects, and if the sketch was not made or attempted to be made accord- 
ing to scale of any kind, the Prosecution, edmitting that, admits that 
the sketch is not admissible to show the ciroumstances and the lay of 
the ground sround there, Such e sketch, finally, if your Honor please, 
will be very prejudicial to any defendants that may be involved in this 
incident, because the Court or any reviewer cannot possibly get from 
this sketch any true picture of what distances were and where these 
various objects lie in relation to each other. 

CAPT. BYRNE: If the Court please, may I ask one further question. 


Q Miss Lochen, does this sketch which I have shown you -- is it 


a reasoneble portrayal of your home, what you have described as the 


bakery, the street, end the plecas where you have testified you found 


the bodies? 
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MR. WALTERS: Just a minute, before she answers. Tell her not 
to answer. We object to that question, your Fonor, because there has 
been no groundwork laid here to show thet this witness has eny ability 
whatever to make a sketch or to sey that this sketch could come anywhere 
near the dimensions on the ground there. Only such a person as a sur- 
veyor or an architect or an engineer would be able to show this to be a 
proper sketch. That, your Honor, I believe is a proper rule of evidence. 

CAPT. BYRNE: The objection was raised to the last question, your 
Honor. 

LAW MEMBER: The objection is overruled. On behelf of the Court, 

I will make a ruling on the sketch at the present time. Approximately 
thirty-five sketches and diagrams have already been admitted in evidence 
to aid the Court in showing a reasonable picture of the location being 
described. The Prosecution has asked the witness the very question the 
Court was going to ask the witness == if this sketch represents a 
reasonable diegram of the area involved == and if the witnees answers in 
the affirmative, the sketch will be admitted to aid the Court. The Court 
will determine the value. 

Q Is that a reasonable portrayal of the area indicated as your 
home, the bekery across the street, and the highway which runs in front 
of your home? 

A Yes. 

PRESIDENT: The exhibit offered by the Prosecution is admitted into 
evidence and will be marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P=77. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having previously been marked 
and identified, was received in evidence es Prosecution Exhibit No. P-77 


and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 


CAPT. BYRNE: You may cross examine. 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Capt. Narvid): 
Q Mrs. Lochen, you testified that you saw the Germens who did 


the shooting? 
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Yes. 
How many did you see? 
Two. 
Could you recognize any of them? 
Ho. 
Q How far away is the barn from the plece where the shooting 
ocourred? 
A Ten or twelve meters. 
Q And where were you standing at the time the shooting ocourred? 
In front of my house. 


How fer is the house from the place where the shooting oce 


Five or six meters. 
Q I show you Prosecution Exhibit No. P=76 and ask you if this 
is the house in front of which you stood. 
A No. 
Q What is that? 
A That is a house of the neighbors, of the post office. 
CAPT. NARVID: I have no further questions. 
QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER: 
Q Is it correct that you said that you saw one man shoot while 
the other one was in charge? 
A Yes. 
How did you determine that one of them was in charge? 


I heard it. 


"Let's go." 


Q 
A 
Q What did he say, or what did he do? 
A 
Q 


Do you know this order, “Let's go," as an order to shoot? 
A They had to march across the rosd and stend there, and then 
the other one shot them. I saw that with my own eyes. 
Q Did you bear any ather shots before those shots’ which allegedly 


killed those soldiers? 
. 


(Meria Loechen ~ Cross) 
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Yes. 

Q How long before then did these shootings occur? 

A Well, I was stending in my barn and I heard the shots, and 
as I walked out the three last ones were just being walked over there 
and shot. 

Q That waen't my question. I asked whether you heard any shots 
before those shots which killed those prisoners. 

A Well, before those prisoners were shot there was some combat, 
but that was all over. There wasn't any more fighting. 

Q Did you hear any other shots prior to these shots? You said 
during the fighting. Wow, when did you hear these shots? One hour 
before then, or five minutes before then, or what? 

a Several minutes, 

Q When did you first read this patch on the sleeve? 

A All Waffen SS had that. 

Q I asked you when you first read this patch on the sleeve, 
and how do you know that it says on there Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler? 

A When I saw the Waffen SS for the first time. 


Did he stick his arm out to you so you could see the patch? 


Your house is across from the bakery? 


Q 
A One could see that. 
Q 
A 


Yes. 

Q Did you see a tall man with a yellow jacket shortly after 
the arrival of the German troops? 

CAPT. BYRNE: If the Court please, I think they are going a bit 
afield. The witness has testified to nothing with reference to any 
yellow jacket or any other dress on direct examination. 

DR. LEER: Might I comment upon that. The witness testified as to 
the time. The marhing route would be essential for the determination 
of time, and that, as the Court will reelize, is the purpose of my ques~ 


vion. 
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PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 

Q I will repeat my question to you. Did you see a man ina 
yellow jacket? 

A Wo. 

DR. LEER: Wo further questions. Thank you. 

MR. WALTERS: If it please the Court, may I ask the witness a few 
more questions? 

QUESTIONS BY MR. WALTERS: 

Q I hand you the photograph identified as Prosecution Exhibit 
No. Pe76, in which you have identified a house as being that of your 
neighbor. , 

A Yes. | $ 

Q In relation to that house of your neighbor, where does your 
house stand on the photograph? 

A Over here. 

MR. WALTERS: The witness points away from the lower right-hand 
corner of the photograph. 

Q How far is your house from the spot where the two figures are 
standing, with epparently two figures lying down in the photograph? 

A Well, I can't say as exactly as all that. Several meters, 

Q Was your home as far away toward the lower right-hand corner 
of the picture from that spot where the two figures are as the home of 
your neighbors? 

A Noe 

Q There is apparently a fence corner in the photograph, to which 
I am pointing. Was your house as far away from the figures as that 
fence corner? 

A It might be about thet. 


Perheps farther? 


Q 
A Yes. 
Q 


Showing you the sketch marked as Prosecution Exhibit No+ Pe77, 
—_ 


Sit 


(Maria Lochen - Cross) 





will you point on the sketch end mark where the neighbor's house in 
located that is shown on the photograph? 
A The one of the neighbor that is on here? 


Yes. 


It would be beyond the right-hand side of the sketch then ? 


Q 

a You can't get it on here, 
Q 

A 


Yes. 
MR. WALTERS: That is all. 
DEFENSE: Nothing further for the Defense. 
LAW MEMBER: Does the Defense cere to have this witness e@ppear 
before the Court again? 
DEFENSE: It is entirely contingent on whether they are through 
with the Engelsdorf incident. 
CAPT. BYRNE: We are not. We do not om template Sending this wit- 
ness for a few days, sir, 
PRESIDENT: Fine. Any questions by the Court? 
Apparently there are none. The witness is excused, 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 
MR. WALTERS: If it please the Court, could the Defense request 
thet the Prosecution make a copy of the sketch, that we might use it? 
PRESIDENT: All right. 
MR. WALTERS: Thank you. 
PRESIDENT: The Court will adjourn until 0830 Friday morning, 
(Whereupon the Court adjourned at 1235 hours 29 May 1916, to be 


reconveyed at 0830 hours 31 May 196.) 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVI 


! weorge Miller assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached E nglish translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Friedel BODE 
taken on 12 April 1946 at Schwibisch Hall, Germany, 


ators WILLIAM R, PERL, Ist Lt., MI. 
consisting of 2 pages, into English, 


1, the deponent; further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 
1. German is my native tongue. 


2. I spent the first twenty years of my life in Germany and went to 
elementary school there, 


5. I came to the United States in 1928, 


4. I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany. My other 
Knowledge of Eng.ish has been derived from study by myself. 


5+ I have been married for the past six years to a British subject and 
Speak English continually at home, My wife does not speak German, 


6. I have been in the United States amy fa the pst 2-1/2 years, 


having been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed by the War 
Department as a German-English interpreter since January 1946. 


henry. Mer llr 


week 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 22... day of 
at Schwitbiech Hall, Germany, 





I, Unterschar, Friedel BODE, being duly sworn state the 
following: 


During the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944, I was Group Leader 
of the lst Group of the 2nd Platoon of the 3rd Funzer Pi Co. lst S 
Pm Pi Btl. 


My platoon leader was Untersch.,Mex BEUTNER; my Co.Commander, 
Ostuf Franz SIEVERS. 


In my capacity as group leader, two SPW's were under my coimmand 
although already on 16th December 194}, my Co. Commander Ostuf STEVERS 
took over a vehicle which belonged to my group because his own SPW had 
dropped out and this vehicle of my group had a special radio telephone 
equipment which was necessary to my Co,Commander, 


Since the afternoon hours of 16th Dec 194) therefore,practic- 
ally only one vehicle stood under my command as group leader. This 
vehicle was continuously under my commend until Iwas wounded near 
LA GLEIZE on 22nd Dec 194k. 


During this whole tim this vehicle which remained under my 
command had the following crew: I, myself as SAV commander, Stm Herbert 
LOGENSKI as troop leader (2nd in command as squadleader), Strm Friedel 
KIES (MG Gunner) Otto BURKHARDT who was at that time Strm or Schuetze 


(x ifleman) Johann WASENBERGER who was at that time either Schuetze or 
Strm (rifleman) Rottf MUNKEL (driver) and also possibly Strm or Schuetze 
HUMEL, 


The number of men in my crew was larger than is customary for 
an SH because I took several mn to me who otherwise rode in the other 
S PW under my command, 


I made this statement volungarily and out of my own will, 
uwninfluenced by force, threats, or harsh treatment and uninfluenced by 
promises of any kind, 


I swear before God that the statements which I made in this 
deposition are true and am prepared to repeat same under oath before any 
courts 


(signed) Friedel BODE 
SS Uschas 
12. he 19466 
Witnessed: 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
CAPT,.CMP, 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 12th 
day of April 1946 at Schwabisch Hall,Germany. 


WILLIAM R. PERL 
Ist Lt. MoI. 0-555149 
Inv .Exeminer 

W.C.B. USFET 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I Walter A, Hert assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached E nglish translation is 


a true and accurate ng of the German original of the statement of 
Friedel BODE 

taken on 11. APRIL.1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany 

hefore WILLIAM R. PERL. lat Lt. Mel. 

consisting of 1 pages, into English. 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


le My native tongue is German, 


20 I studied English for seven years in school in Berlin, 
Germany. 


3e I lived in England from 1935 to 1937 and in the United 
States from 1937 to 19hh. 


4e From March 1944 to November 1945, I served as an interpre ter 
with the office of Militery Government, 


5e Since 3 December 1945 I have been assigned to the War Crimes 
Branch ,UsS.F.EsT. as « civilian German+English interpreter, 


Wate A Hoy 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 2 day of ffl CF ¢L 
at Schwitbisch Hall, Germany. 
ee 
a f 


far Crimes Branch, 





I, Friedel BODE, being duly sworn make the following 
declaration under oath: 


During the EIFEL Offensive in December 1944 I was a 
member of the 2nd Platoon, 3rd Pz. Pi. Co. IsSaH, 


Qn 17 December 1944, coming from BUELLINGEN,we reached 
a big road-crossing which was located about 4 km north of 
ENGELSDORF, At this road-crossing we took the left turn around 
the curve towards ENGELSDORF and stopped on the right side of the road 


in front of a big pasture on which were about 80 to 100 American prisoners 
of war. 


I was present when German soldiers, among them numerous 
members of my platoon shot at these American prisoners of war, 


This deposition consisting of one handwritten Pege was made 
by m voluntarily, uninfluenced by force,duress, threats or promises 
of any kind. 


I swear before God that those statements which I have made 
here are true and I am prepared to repeat sam» before any court of 
justice. 


/e/ Friedel BODE 
SS Uscha, 
1l Apr 1946, 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 
eleventh day of April 1946, at Schwabisch Hell 
Germany 


WILLIAM R PERL 

lst Lt,M.Ie Om 555149 
Investigator-Examiner 

W.C.B. USFET 
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TRANSLATOR’'S AFFIDAVIT 


|, Joseph Kirschbaum assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Johann WAS*NBERGER 


taken on — 46 April 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 
hefore . Robert E. Byrne, let Lt., JaGD 
consisting of - pages, into English. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-Eng! nterpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 
My astive tongue is Germn. 


I dearmed laighish through otudy of the language for 2 hears in High 
wheel, one yeer in college, and cight montne of evening classes, ail 
in VisiMa. 

ZI have s iglish continuously since September 19°, when I came to 
the Uni stene Im Septomper of 1941 I joined tho United States army 


Yro february until tae latter part of April 1995, 1 attonded tae Lia x 
@ouree ot Cam) Nitehde, Maryland, conducted by the Military Intel Ligone bedi! 


ery 


fraising Center. 

From dune 1944 until September 1.45, I served continuously os an LW 
interrogator, in which capacity I waa constantiy required to transiste 
German into ingiich, ans vice verea. 


Since Junuary (946, I heave been assigned to the wer Orimes Brench, 
Ue F.o.e a8 & Civilian Germanesnglien inter)reter. 


Sworn and subscribed to hefore me this 29... day of (G+ b 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 
Se ) 
Mee ee 
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f, Yohann WASENBENGER, having rirst been duly sworn, 
upon éath make the following statement: 


At the time of the EIFEL campaign in December 1944, I 
was Pioneer in the 2nd platoon, 3rd Panzer Pioneer Company 
(TN-3rd Armored Engineering Co.) lst SS Panzer Pioneer 
Battalion (TN-Armoved Ingineering Bn) "LSSAH*. 


Shortly prior to the EIFEL campaign in December 194) the 
platoon leader of the lst Platoon 3rd Pz. Pi. Cos gave a company 
orientation in our assembly area which was in a big forest in 
the vicinity of HLANKiNHEIM. He saia at that the following: 


"The importance of this coming campaign is 
tremendous. We will receive support for it of all 
possible weapons. We also will have air superiority 
at our disposal. Troops in American uniforms will 
precede us and create confusion among the enemys 
Should you encounter such people who wave their steel 
helm ts over their heads then you will not open fire 
at them. In this campaign you will not take any 
prisoners of war.* 


During the EIFEL campaign I experienced at various places 
that no prisoners of war were taken. However, I only re- 
member one place where I myself received the order to shoot 
one prisoner of war. 


It was on 17th December 1944, in the early afternoon hours 
when we reached a crossroads about 4 km. navth of EN,sE.SUORF. 
At this crossroads coming from BUsLLINGEN, where we had rerueled, 
we turned left at the curve towards EN+ELSDORF, When we drove 
left around the curve there was on the righthand side of the road 
a@ house; next to this house on the righthand side of the road was 
@ pasture in front of which we stopped on the righthami side or 
the road. I then noticed that at this pasture were a great 
number of American prisoners of war, part af them dead and some 
of them alive. I woula like to state that these prisoners of war 
were alveady lying on the ground. At this time our SPW crew was 
as follows: Unterscharruehrer BUDE (SPW Commandant), Sturmmann 
LO ENSKI, Pioneer JIRASSIK, Pioneer KIS, and I myself, Pioneer 
WASZNBIRGER. Those are all the names which today I am still able 
to remember. 


Aftexs Unterscharruehrer BODE, Sturmmann LOSHNSKI, and Unter- 
scharfuehrer bEJTNER had spoken tor a shart while, Unterschar- 
fuehrer BODE suddenly oped fire at the pisoners who were still 
lying on the ground and thrashing around, 


Thereupon LOSENSKI pointed with the hand at one prisoner of 
war who was still alive ana ordered me to give this man the mercy 
shot. I had to carry out this order and shot with my carbine 98 
at this prisoner. I am certain that this prisoner didn't continue 
to suffer and that he was dead, because afterwards he did not move 
any longer. This is the only tim during the ELFEL campaign that 
I received the order to shoot at prisoners of war. I would like to 
add that other German soldiers as well shot at this place at 





american prisoners of war who were lying at this crossroads. 
However, I am not able to say any more with certainty the names 
of these people, 


Iwmediately after this shooting was over we drove on in the 
d@irection of KN:+ELSDORF. 


This statement consisting of 5 pages was made by me volun- 
tarily uninrluenced by any duress, threat, coercion or promise 
of any nature. 


I swear to God that the facts I have stated in this statement 


are true and I am ready to repeat same under oath before any 
court of justice. 


(signed) Johann WASENBEXGER 
lo April 1946 


Subscribed and sworn to betore me 
this lpth day or April 1946 


Robert Ek. BYRNE 
lst Lt. JaGD 
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AIRMAN... WASEN BERGER. can» Being first duly [ 


sworn, make the following statement under oat 
10h. OMANM... WASENBERGER. » macidem ich erst recht- 
mipig eingessiworen wurde, macte die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The cbove two photographs are photogrophs of the same. UnwT ERSCHARFUEHRER 
~BODE. mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. ALBA MANS. 


Die obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen UNTER SSHARFUERF R 
ponte V4) > Y. Arn von mir in meiner eidesstattlihhen Aussage genannt, 
datiert . LEB A AB. 
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Organization during Eifel Offensive 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


PAUL REITZER 


I assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
krich RUMPF 
taken on 22 March 1946 at Schwibixch Hall, Germany, 


before WILLIAM. R...PERL,..lat.Lt.,.M,..I. 


consisting of ..L7..... pages, into English, 
and 5 sketches 
I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 
1. My native tongue is German. 
2. I have spoken English for seven years. 
3- I studied English for four years at school in VIENNA, Austria. 
4. I lived in England from 1939-1940. 


5- I lived in the United States from 1940 until I left the 
United States with the American Army in May 1944. 


6. Since the 4th of February 1946, I served as interpreter with 
the War Crimes Branch in Wiesbaden, Germany. 


Paul Reitzer 


siya eat salvadiied te tslave. ae ihuleee— taysot Fitarck AG ¢L 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 





I, Erich RUMPF, Obersturmfuehrer, after first being 
duly sworn, make the following statement under oath: 


During the EIFEL offensive I was Company Commander 
of the 9th Panzer Pioneer, lst SS Panzer Regiment, L.SS.A.He 
which was assigned to the Armored Group, commanded by Joachim 
PEIPER, then Obersturmbannfuehrer. 


Ever since May 1944 I was under the camand of Obersturm- 
bannfuehrer PEIPER as my company belonged to the lst SS Panzer 
negiment L.SS.A.H. 


I make the following statement about the events during the 
EIFEL offensive. 


t eth: 
to shoot . 


le) Before the start of the KIFEL offensive in November 
and the first days of Decanber 194), the first SS Panzer 
Regiment was stationed in the area of WEILERSWIST. 


Already at that time it was made clear to us that on ac~ 
count of the importence of the coming offensive, the rules of 
warfare which up to then had been followed in the west, would 
not be strictly adhered to. These deviations from the rules 
which up to then were adhered to in the west already became 
apparent at the sand-table exercises by remarks of Obersturm- 
bannfuehrer PEIPER and Sturmbannfuehrer FOETSCHKE, commander 
of the lsu battalion. 


Formal orders along these lines were not issued at that 
time, but the policy to be followed was already apparent. I 
know that Obersturmbannfuebrer PEIPER said among other things, 
during the sand-table exercises or during the following of- 
ficers' meetings in regard to the conduct of warfare in the 
caming offensive, “Also a bad reputation has its commitments". 

I don’t know how the other officers understood "bad reputation". 
I personally recall a case in KUSSIA in which we had to set fire 
to an entire village or ebout 2000 inhabitants, and had to shoot 
the whole civilian population on orders. ‘This crime certainly 
contributed to the foundation of what is meant by the bad repu- 
tation of the SS. 


Besides this remark of PZIPIR I can also remember that 
Sturmbanfuehrer POETSCHKE already declared either during the 
sSana-table exercises or the following officers' meetings that 
no pardon would be granted in the caming offensive. Also, 
other remarks having the same Sense were made by Obersturmbann- 
fuehrer PEIPER and Sturmbannfuehver POLTSCHKs at that time, but 
the wards I do not remember any longer. 





up for ur military inferiority, 

that time that the intention existed 
to spread among the enemy terror ani fright, and that we 
were to carry on in a way which up to then was not followed 
in the west. 


2a. The first formal issuance of orders in regard to 
use of terror methods happened on the l2th a 15th December 
1%4 at the Hegimental Command Post in WEILiRWIS?. at that 
time I was ordered to the command post. There I was met by 
an Ordnance officer whose name I do not remember any mores 
The Ordnance officer presented to me a secret regimental 
order which I read through in his presence, The contents of 
this order were as follows: 


"The armored group has the mission to break 
through and gain space in depth, the fire-power 
and ‘punch’ are strong; the armored group is weak 
from an Infantry point of view, therefore, the 
armored group has to keep its strength together 
by all means, and under no circumstances should 
split up its power. All other missions such as 
guarding of prisoners of war, mopping up of vil- 
lages belong to the Infantry accompanying the 
armored group, or directly following ite There- 
fore, the situation can arise when prisoners of 
war have to be shot and if necessary the resistance 
has to be broken by terror." 


These are the words of the order as fa: as I can remember, 
Naturally, it is possible that one or another word was added. 
However, I believe that the words are carrect and, in any case 
I have quoted in my own words, the sense of this order. 


While I was reading this order, Joachim PEIPER, the Com- 
meander of the Armored Group, entered the room in which I 
stoode He glanced at the paper and then repeated with a slight 
smile what he already said before. Hemids “Also a bad reputa- 
tion has its commiuments", 


Obersturmbanntuehrer PEIPER then added, “Also, tell your 
men and impress upon them, so you don't experience a failure, 
that no one must stay behind because every man and every 
vehicle are needed." 


Before I left the command post at that time I had to sign 
thet I would not talk to anyone about the pats of the order 
which referred to the employment of terror methods am the 
possible shooting of prisoners of war except to those who had 
to know it in line of duty. In my opinion this was a prevent- 
ive action in case ot capture. Possibly far the same reason 
this order never went to my company in writing. I only got to 
read it. 


To better understand part 2a of this statement I have made 
a sketch which I attach to this statement. It is marked with 
"A" and shows the position a@ the regimental command post at 
WEILERSWIST. The attached sketch marked *b* shows the command 
post proper. 


PISA 





Hereon means (on Sketch "B");: 
Room of Obersturmbamnfuehrer PEIPER. 


Room of Regimental Adjutant Hauptsturmfuehrer 
GRUHLE in which I read the order. 


Room of Ordnance Officer ani Regimental Office. 


Kitchen 
a) Table 
b) Couch 
ce) Closet 


2b.) On the seme day on which I signed the order de- 
scribed in 2a, also a written regimental order arrived at 
my companye This order was supposed to be read to the men 
ot the company before the beginning of the offensive. It 
demanded of the men camplete exertion of their efforts. In 
regard to the prisoners of war this order said figuratively 
the same as was said in the secret order signed by mee This 
order which was to be read to the company reminisced, among 
other things, about the women and children who were killed 
by the American bombers, and it said that in this offensive, 
German soldiers and especially the men in the west would have 
the opportunity to take revenge for the bombardments. Further- 
more, I know for sure that this written order which I had to 
read expressly stated that our reputation must precede us to 
terrorize our enemies, Whether this regimental order speci- 
fically mentioned prisoners of war, I do not recall any longer. 
I am sure of it that the order which had to be read did not 
specifically say that it was not allowed to take prisoners of 
war. However, I am just as certain that by mentioning the 
bambardments in connection with the appeal, that our reputation 
had to precede us to terrorize our enemies, conveyed to every 
man, in effect, that in case he did shoot prisoners of war, this 
would be in line with what 1s permitted. 


3e) The regimental order described in 2b I read on 13 
December 194 to my company assembled in the school building 
in BADORNEKDOXF. Furthermore, I instructed my men on this 
occasion in accordance with the expressed order of Ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPIK to the effect that the vehicles and 
men had to wep together. In regard to prisoners of war I did 
not add anything to the order read. At the interrogation I 
was told that men in my company claim I gave an explicit order 
according to which no prisoners of war would be takene ‘these 
men are mistakene As I already said, iv appeared from the order 
which I received from the regiment, and which I read without 
comment, that the use of terroxs methods wes desired by the regi- 
ment, and evidently some men in my regiment drew their own con- 
clusions fram this order and accepted it as an order given by me, 


I. 
eee ot Prisoners of yar befo.e the vrossoads near 


le) BUELLINGEN, Unterscharfuehrer Leo SIER of the ena 
Platoon, 9th Panzer Pioneer was with his SPW and probably a 
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second SPW assigned to one of the companies of the armored 
@roup as pioncer. Which company it was I do not know any 
longere Anyhow, it was one of the companies which partici- 
pated in the battles for BUELLINGEN. 


On the 18th December, SIER brought me an American 
leather combination flying suit which I exchanged ror my old 
uniforme Hereby SIER reparted to mes "No prisoners of war 
were taken in BUELLINGEN, At the airport where I got the 
combination flying suit, ani in the houses of BUELLINGEN, we 
shot American prisoners ot war.® 


2.) Also in BUALLINGEN Unterscharfuehrer HAAS from the penal 
group of the Panzer Pioneers did, according to his own statement, 
shoot same American soldiers.s HAAS told me, "I still found 
Americans in the houses in BUXLLINGEN and bumped them off." HAS 
drove into BUELLINGEN together with me; at this time there was no 
more action in BUELLINGEN any more and HAAS entered the houses 
without an order fran me to search for hidden Americans. Hereby 
he probably took men along from his penal group. Who these men 
were Ido not know. HAAS made the report to me described above 
when I was at the western exit of BUELLINGEN and he was apparent- 
ly pleased to have bumped off the Americans, 


IIr 


The Events at the Gross-roads before ENGILSDORF. 


Coming from BUELLINGEN I arrived about noon at the cross- 
roads where the street turns sharply left towards ENGHLSDORF, 
and from where it is about 3 kilometers to ENGELSDOnF. Hereby 
I drove in the leading vehicle of that part of my company which 
had no definite units of pioneers attached. This remaining 
portion left to me comprised about one-third of my company e 
Other than myself, the crew of my vehicle was composed of: 


Unterscharfuehrer Walter KORF = Company troop leader 
Unte:scharfuehrer Karlheinz HAGESTEDT - Radio Unterfuehrer 
Rottenfuehrer Richard WHOK = Messenger and machine gunner 
Sturmmann VEIL - SPW driver. 


Untersturmfuehrer Gunther GIRING, actually not belonging to 
my vehicle, drove, however, from BUELLINGEN with me. Immediately 
behind me, maybe one-half minute or so later, the next vehicles 
of my company arrived. The sequence of these vehicles I cannot 
recall any longer. It mist have been vehicles of my lst Platoon 
though. At the time of my arrival on these cross-roads a Panzer 
IV stood perhaps 40 meters away from these cross-roads on the 
road towards ENGELSDORF. It stood on the right side of the road. 


At the house located at the crossing stood two personnel 
vehicles. It is possible that these were jeeps, captured b yw 
previously. Anyhow, these vehicles had German drivers who ap=- 
parently had arrived with then. 


I co not recall to have seen any prisoners of war right at 
the time of my arrival. However, it is possible that this has 
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slipped my memorye I remained standing at those cross- 
roads where at that time there was yet no traffic jam. 

The road was opene While I stood there, still im my SPW 
Untersturmfuehre: HERING went to the Panzer IV, described 
previously, which stood at the right side of the road be- 
hind the curve, and talked with the commander. Who the 
commamier of this Panzer IV was I don't know any longere 

Yor a better understanding of the situation of this locality 
at the time of my arrival, I have made a sketch which I have 
marked “C" and also attach it to this statement. On this 
sketch is meants 


A. American soldiers in field. 


1. Panzer IV with the commander of which HERING 
talked. 


2. 2-3 men of the lst vattalion with machine 
pistols, probably the guards. 


3 Two personnel vehicles 
4. A soldier in black uniform 


5e 2 or 3 American trucks 


6. My own SPW 


7e Arriving tank and SPW column 


Fran the mament I stopped, tanks which were up till then be- 
hind me, passed me some of them stopping at the crossing or 
else in front of the field which is situated south of the 
house. Within the first minutes, men of my company dismount- 
ed at this place =~ however, none from my vehicle - walked to~ 
wards the field which is located south of the house at the 
cross-roads, and where later on the prisoners were shot. Some 
of these men returned and also passed my SPW, saying that in 
the field by the house, there were a great number of prisoners 
of war standing. Only by that did I learn that there were 
prisoners at all in the field or near the house. Shortly 
after I heard these remarks made by the men of my canpany = 
the names I do not recall eny longer - I saw Obersturmfuehrer 
Friedrich CHiIST, company camnanier of the 2nd Company, lst 
Panzer Regiment, L.sSS.A.H. walking towards the house at the 
cross -=roads. I still can remember that I was astonished to 
see him there because the 2nd Panzer Company was, to my kmow- 
ledge not yet at this places At that time I figured that he 
had driven in one of the personnel vehicles. A few minutes 
later, in all about 5 minutes after my arrival, I went to 
Obersturmfuehrer GinIST, who just had a conversation with an- 
other officer standing at the cross-roads. I believe this 
second officer was en Untersturmfuehrer and belonged to the 
service company.. The latter circumstance remained in my 
memory because we conversed about the problem of gasoline sup- 
Plies which was up to him to tackle. ven now I, myself, did 
not see the prisoners of war, because fram the position where 
I was talking with the two officers they were not visible and 
therefore, I do not know who was guarding these prisoners, At 
this time, however, I already Imew that prisoners of war stood 
in the field behind the corner. Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST now 
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Said to me in the presence of the Untersturmfuehrer of 
Service Company, * Comrade RUMPF, couldn't you give me 

a few men? It is only for a moment." I-said, "Of 
course", and walked to my SP W in order to send him 2- 

3 mene Before I reached my SPV I turned around and asked 
Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST, "How many men do you need?* 
CHRIST answered, “One groyp isenough." Thereupon, I 
called Oberscharfuehrer Di » the section leader of the 
first platoon to me. As Sberscharfuehrer DORR approached 
me, Obersturmfuehrer CHHIS: told me that my'men should re- 
port to a soldier whose name Obersturmfuchrer CHHIST 
mentioned at that occasion; however, his name I have for- 
gotten. I believe that the rank of this man to whom my man 
were to report was Rottenfuehrer. 


r 
In the meantime DQiR came to me and I ordered him to go to 
the Rottenfuehrer and inquire of him what kind of an order it 
was. Up to then I dia not kmow what this cetail furnished by 
me had to doe However, I was already suspicious when Ober- 
sturmfuehrer CHXISI requested an entire group as I sensed that 
this group would probably be used for the s ting of prisoners 
of war. After about two to three minuves Di returned to me 
and told me, "This man tells me that I should shoot prisonars 
of war." Hereby ‘he made gestures which indicated,that he was 
indignant about this intention. I then said to DORR, "This 
you don"t have to dog you go on back to your SPW." 


At the interrogation I was told that péra passed on to a 
Panzer Commander an order to shoot the prisoners of war (re- 
spectively handed over the order; Trans. note) in order to get 
out of this thing. 


I assume that Doar, before he returned to me and indignant- 
ly told me that he was to shoot prisoners of war, already had 
passed on the order with the assumption that I would probably in- 
sist on the execution of the order, 


For a bettex understanding of my statement I have made an 
additional sketch of the cross-roads, marked it "D" ani attach 
it to this statement. It reproduges the situation at the time 
when I ordered Oberscharfuehrer DORR to report to the Rotten- 
fuehrer designated by Obersturmfuthrer CHnISi'. 


Hereon means: 


1. Position where Obersturmfuehrer CHHIST asked me for 
men. 


2. My SPW where I gave the order to DORR. 


3. SPi's of my company, about 4 or 5. 
4.» Column of slowly passing Panzers and SPi's, 


5e SPi's stopping, probably SCHUHMACHER, llth SRV Cos 
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6¢ About 10-12 men in grey, same in black uniforms, 
7e Panzer IV stopping. 


8. Individual men of my campany, some walkin, towards 
the field, some returning from there. 


It was also at this time that Unterswurmfuehrer Hans 
HENNECKE of the lst Co., lst Panzer Kegiment L.SS.A.H. drove 
around the corner with one or two Panzer V's. I can recall 
that ome of the two or three Panzer V's commanded by 
HENNECKE stopped directly at the house at the beginning of 
the fields; however I cannot state whether this was Unte.- 
sturmfuehrer HEwWNAOKE's Panzer or one of the two or three of 
his platoone I also saw Untersturmfuelwer rich ican 
ot the 7th Vos, lst SS Panzer Hegt., L.SS.A.H., drive slowly 
around the corner in a Panzer IV, However, I don't Imow any 
more whether Untersturmfuehrer MUNKEMER's Panzer stopped be- 
hind the cornea’. All this happefled immediately before the 
shooving started. 


After I talked with Oberscharfuehrer DORR for the second 
time I went to the American truck indicated* with "5" on sketch 
*"C" as I did not want to watch the shooting about to take 
place. 


During ail this time my SPi's, totalling 4 or 5, stood 

on the roa directly beiore the crossing on the road leading to 
the crossing; also, some other SPW's and Panzers drove slowly 
around the cosner., Which units these Panzers and SPW's belonged 
to I don't know any longer, with one exception that I saw Unter- 
scharfuehver SUMUHMACHsH of the llth Company 3rd Armo:ed Battalion 
running arouna at the crossroads, and late: saw him waiking in 
front or a slowly moving SPW. Anyhow, this Unte. scharfuehr er 
SUHUMAUH ok was acound the time of the shooting at this location. 


After I stood ror about one or two minutes at the truck 
indicated with 5 on Sketch "C", and watched as men unloaded "Kk" 
Rations, the firing at the prisoners of war, standing next to 
the house began, which I could hear but did not see. A great 
number of weapons fired; machine guns, rifles and pistds, per- 
haps also machine pistols, This shooting lasted about one-half 
minute or a little less. Immediately following it, same single 
shots were fired. About three minutes after the first big shoot- 
ing was over I left the American truck ad went to my SPW ~- I 
shouted to my men, “Let's go - we move out." About one minute 
later we drove off in the direction towards ENGHLSDORF when I 
passed a field where the picture which I have show on sketch 
"k" presented itself, anda which I have atteched to this state- 
ments 


Hereon is meants 

1 - My company driving up 

2 -A stationary SW 

3 + A Panzer IV which shortly afterwards opened fire, with 


the turret towards the dead soldiers, 


ea 
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An SPW on the left side of the street 


About 4 SPW's halting 


5 
6 - Panzer and SPW column coming towards the crossing. 
7 


~ About 10 soldiers mostly all in grey uniforms. 


When I was already past the field, the Panzer standing at 
the northern end of the field opened fire. Approximately at 
the place where I was when the Panzer at the northern end 
fired, therefore about 100 meters from the south end, I saw an 
American prisoner of war walking parallel with the road ditch 
towards the crossroads and I saw as he knelt down folding his 
hands before his chest either to pray or to beg for mercy. I 


do not know out of my own knowledge what became of this single 
prisoner. 


At this time I again drove as first vehicle of my company, 
and the other vehicles drove behind me, 


Iv 
Shoot: or near Me 


1.) Obersturmfuehrer Franz SIEVIRS, Company Camander oi 
the 3rd Company, lst Pioneer Battalion, LSSAH related to me on 
the evening of the 21st December on the way from S!OUMONI to 
LA GUEIZE that he fought for a castle near STOUMONI which was 
stubbornly defended by the Americans. Herevy he also told me 
that in some rooms of the castle were Americans who, shouting 
loudly, proclaimed that they wanted to give fhemselves upe He, 
however, let his men shoot with the "Panzerfausten"® into these 
rooms in which the Americans were who wanted to give themselves 
upe I still can remember that Vbersturmfuehrer JIEVERS related 
this account in a bragging manner and that he also boastfully 
added, "I have shown to them what it means to irritate the old 
SIEVinS". It was also possible that he said, instead of 
“irritate", "What it means to want to throw the old SIEVERS 
out of the house." Obersturmfuehrer SIEVEnS also related to 
me that he captured about 40 men in this castle, among them two 
or three officers. Whether he shot then I do not know, 


2e) Men of my company whose names I don't recall any 
longer inrormed me at my Company Command Post in STOUMONT on 
the 20th or 2lst December that they saw when Untersturmruehrer 
KOGi, the platoon leader of the lst Platoon of the 2nd Company, 
lst SS Panzer xegiment L.SS.A.H. shot four @ five American 
peisoners of wr. I cannot remember any longer whether they ex- 
pressly staved that KOCH shot the prisoners himself. However, I 
know, after I talked with these men of my company that I was 
under the impression that Unve.sturmfuehrer KOCH did not have the 
prisoners shot but shot them. 


ve 


Shooting o1 Prisoners oi War in La GLET ZR 


1) On the evening of 21 December 1944, about 9 or 10 otclock, 
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I am pretty sure that time and date as given here are 

correct, I arrived in LA GLEIZE and reported to the 

Command Post ot the lst Battalion. It was located in a 

cellar of the school building. There I received fran 

Oberst urmbannfuehrer PEIPER some tactical pointers. Also 
Sturmbannfuehrer POM'SCHKE was present. After I had already 
left this Command Fost Untersturmfuehrer Hans HENNECKE of 

the lst Coe, Ist SS Panzer Pioneer xegiment L.SS.A.H. c ame 
after me and said to me, "FEIPER ordered that prisoners of war 
are to be shot. You should furnish a shooting detail." I am 
also sure that he added, “Send them over here to this place.” 
Hereby he pointed at the place in front of the school house. 
Even before Unte:sturmfuehrer HENNECKi gave me this order, 
shootings must have taken place in LA GLEIZE because the drivers 
of my canpany informed me on my arrival that Amevican prisoners 
ofr war were shot. 


After I received the described orders from Untersturm- 
fuehrer HENNECKE, I went to the @llar in which was part of my 
men. I went into the ceilar and said, "I need some men for 
the shooting of prisoners of war." Thereupon Unterscharfuehrer 
srich MAUTE, 9th Panzer Pi. Company Medic, with three or four 
other men anerged from the cellar. I believe + I there 
designated these men. I know th one of thes en was Unter- 
scharfuehrer MAUTE, my Company Medic; I assume that another one 
was Sturmmann SCHIMPEL and I know that the others were SPW 
irivers., However, it could be that also a member of the lst 
platoon, who was not an SPii driver, was among them. I then 
ordered Unterscharfuehrer MAUIE, who was the only Untenfuebr or 
among the men, what I myself was ordered; therefore, I said to 
WAULL, "You go to the place in front of the church - prisoners 
are to be shot." Also I am pretty sure that I said to MAUTHE 
that he and his men would be told what to do by the lst company. 
I can no longer remanbex iif MAUTE reported to me after the shoot- 
ing, probably he did not do that as for one thing it was already 
late in the evening and 1 went into another house to sleep. Be- 
Sides, during the time of action one is not very formal, and what 
is mre, this shooting detail had received particulars from the 
lst Company, and I only sent it to the first company in accordance 
with orders. 


2) On the next day, therefore on 22nd December 1944, I my- 
selt was present when Obersturmbanntuchrer PilPiR declared at the 
command post of the lst Battalion in LA GLEIZE, "Some American 
prisoners of war refused to work for us, thereupon I had part of 
the prisoners shot. This will be the best lesson for the remain- 
ing ones." These were the words as far as they are in my memory. 
He could have said one or two more words, but substantially this 
is the wording of the remark and certainly it is the meaning of 
his remarks 


From Obersturmbanniuchrer PEIPER's remark, I got the im- 
pression that not only those who refused to work were shot, but 
as a warning to the others, a greater number of prisoners were 
shot. 


53) On the same evening on which Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPIR 
gave this declaration that he had a part of the prisoners shot 
because same had refused to work, I saw him in friendly conversa- 
tion with a captured American Major. Obersturmbannfuehrer PilPik 
showed himself contrary to his behavior towards the other 
prisoners of war, exceedingly friendly, and conversed with him 
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for hourse This major showed himself to be very anxiais about 
the whereabouts of the other prisoners of war and about the way 
in which they were housed; Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPiR who can 
well control himself gave, with a serious and quiet face, re- 
assuring answers. Furthermore, the Major also asked whether 
those American soldiers who fell in the battle would be buried 
according to regulations, and with the same serious fice Ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPEX answered him, "Naturally, one of the 
identification tags goes into the grave, the otha will be 
fastened on the cross." 


At that time I stood together with some other officers 
around the Major, and we had to keep from laughing as we knew 
that the American prisoners were shot. I also can still re- 
member that Obersturmbanniuehrer PuIPiR asked the Major for 
his name gnd home address and I also know that Hauptsturm- 
fuehrer NUSKE wrote down the American Major's name and hane 
address, -I can still remember his name was MacGAW or something 
similar. The American Major then also asked Obersturmban- 
fuehrer PEIVIR for his name. Obersturmbanntf'uehrer PEIPER smiled 
friendly at this; however, did not give his nee. 


In closing I would like to remark that no infantry accompan- 
ied or followed us on the route oi advance used by us; therefore, 
the reference that the guaraing of prisoners of war should normal- 
ly be conducted by accompanying infantry was a bluff from the 
beginning. This "Normalfall" (Translator's note: "normal case") 
did not have a chance to occur at all. 


I made this statement voluntarily and of my own will, un- 
intluenced by pressure, threats or harsh treatment and unin- 
fluenced by promises or any kind. 


I swear vefore God that the facts in this svavement ave 


true and I am prepared to repeat then under oath before any 
court of justice. 


(signed) rich RUMPY 
SS Obersturmfuehrer, 224341946 


Witnessed: 


(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKE 
Capt CMP 


Sworn to and subscribed vefore me 
this, 22na day of March 1946 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany. 


William R. PERL (signed) 
lst Lt MeI. 04555149 
Inves vigatox -Examiner 
War Urimes Branch 

USFET 
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i oul § nth asitgnéd-to War Cri Jranch, United States Arm 


the attached English translatior 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that 


a true and accurate render the German original of the statement of 
Willi VON CHAMIER 


taken on 21 March 1945 at Schwiibisel Hall, Germany 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 


hefore 


‘ 3 
consisting of / pager: into English. 


and 1 skete 


I, the deponent, further state that I spe man and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the lowing qualificstions 
le German is my native tomme,. 
2. I have Spoken Lnglish for nine yours, 
3e JI studied uglish for three years in school in ViENNa, aUSIAI 


4. JI Lived in Ngland since June, 1 JJe I have been om dJoyed by the 
U.S. War De artment a5 «’ German- nglish interpreter jince Jun 


7 oul ANerewthal 


aul Rosenthal 


th ‘a 
Sworn aud sulderibed to Nefore mo this 26... day of rtarced- CPF bo 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


) . _ eS 


VW < ) sc 
A046 2 \ haere chety 
Wy r Crimes Branch, USFET 
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I Willi von CHAMIER, after first being sworn make the following 
Statement: 


During the EIFEL offensive in December 194) I was with the penal 
group, 9th Panzer Pioneer Company, lst Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.H. Wy 
rank was that of an Unterscharfuehrer. 


We left our assembly area in the early mrning hours of 16 Dec- 
ember 1944 for the attack. 


During our advance we passed through several villeges the names 
of which I do not know anymore, 


We reached a big cross-road about mid-day of the following day, 
17 December 1944, approximately 4 kilometers north of ENGELSDORF. On 
the right side of the street, coming from BUELLINGEN, before one turns 
left into the main street towards ENGELSDORF, stood Obersturmfuehrer 
RUMEF's S.P.W.Our SAY which carried the following mentioned crew stopped 
approximately six meters behind RUMF's SPW: 


The Gruppenfuehrer Oscha WEDELSIT 

The Asst * Uscha HAAS 

The MG Gunner I Rottf KATCHER 

The MG Gunner II Uscha,. Von CHAMIBR,Willi 


Rifleman Ps Uscha PIOPTA 
Rifleman II Schue tze RIEDER 
Rifleman III # CORZIENI 


We stood there awhile when Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF motioned us to 
cometo him. At that time he stood in front of a house which stood direct- 
ly on the corner of the right-hand side of the street, coming left around 
the bend traveling to ENGEISDORF. We had not yet arrived when he shouted 
to us to get our weapons and to follow him right away, He led us, meaning 
the whole crew of the SPY of Oberscharfuehrer WEDELEIT to a pasture which 
was inmediately south of the house, We stood on the north side of this 
pasture, on the corner next to the street, On this pasture approximately 

\ 90 American prisoners were standing with their hands raised, and wearing 
American uniforms which I know, The prisoners had no arms and stood there 
quietly, In my opinion there was no reason to bump those prisoners off, 
Immediately thereafter, Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF gave us the following 
order after we had arrived at the abovementioned corner of the pasture 
with him, "Bump the prisoners off". I am not sure whether those exact 
words were used, but the meaning is correct, Thereupon we opened fire on 
the prisoners of war and at the same time,the machine guns of the tanks and 
SPW's that stood on this street at this pasture, I personally fired 6 
shots at the prisoners with my carbine,I don't know how many shots REIDER 
fired, but I heard and saw that he did shoot at the prisoners, 


CORZIENI, KATCHER and PIOTTA did also shoot with their rifles into 
theprisoners, and Oberscharfuehrer WEDEIEIT with the pistol, I also saw 
how Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF shot into the prisoners, I also saw Unterscharf- 
uehrerHAAS shootinto the prisoners with his machine pistol, 


We returned to our SiW's and mpunted after the prismers had 
fallen to the ground, Only HAAS remained on the pasture anc I saw from our 
SPW HAAS walking once more amongst the prisoners and shooting the prismers 
lying on the grounds One case I remember especially clearly, namely one 
of those lying on the ground am believed to be dead, raised himself 
half-way up. He pointed to the rear part of his body which gave me the 





a4 


seen 


impression that he was wounded there, This man was also shot dead by 
HAAS with his machine pistol, 


After the shooting was over we received an order from Ober- 
sturmfuehrer RUMPF to proceed on our marche 


To clerify the above statement, I have made a sketch, marked 
it Exhibit "A", and made it a part of ny statement. 


This statement consisting of 3 pages and one sketch was made 
of my own free will without force, duress, threats, promises of any 
kind. 


I swear before God thet the facts which I made in this state- 
ment are true and am willing to repeat ny statement under cath before 
any court of justice. 


(signed) Willi Von CHAMIER 
21, 3. 196. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
2ist day of March 1946, at SCHWABISCH HAIL, 
Ger. 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. CMP. 





TRANSIATION OF LEGEND TO EXHIBIT "A* DRAWN BY 


Uscha WILLI VON CHARMER o: 21 March 1946, 


1,) Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF's vehicle 

2.) Oberscharfuehrer WEGELEIT's vehicle 

3) Busy traffic Road 

4.) & Hedge growth 

5) The water ditch 

6.) The LAW colum 

7e) The place at which Obersturmfuehrer RUM waved 
8.) A stable. 


Je) & hedge growth 


10.) The place of Obersturnfuehrer RUMPF and the S group 


11.) The house 

12.) The inhabitants of the house 

13.) The place on which the shooting took place 
U4.) The field path 

15.) Where Unterscharfuehrer HAAS shot again 
16.) The wood 

17.) SHV's and tanks lined up on the way 


18.) The roadto ENGELSDORF. 
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mapig eingeschworen wittde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same_ ETMCT MOET Ts RE R 
A BE. 2 


. » being first daly 


Die fe ghie en ewel Photographien sind Photographien iusisvigne hapsticecuahit 


site’ £4 von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
datiert LDPE . 


var 


— ZL ; jh 


First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zuname) 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


DTT Fa Fi Co 153 Fe Bet, 53a M 
Organization daring Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sword and subscribed before me this 
WAY OS re Segt anche Series» 1946. 


AI AMM ed. Glad Se ad ae 
Offites administering oath 
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Arm or Service 
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Brn A be bebe OM AL ALVA EB err 
sworn, make the following Statement ander oath 


In__Mwalls vom Chamigt- ___... , nachdem ich erst recit- 
mafig e¢ing:s:woren wurde, mache die folgend ssage unter Eid 


. » being first daly 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same. ScHveT2 
ALE. mentioned by me in my affidavit, date 


pares LE. Beings, VON mir in meiner eidesstattlichen ‘Aussage genannt, 
datiert___. 
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4 
Rank (Dienstgrad) 


Mk hile. £°" 35 ZB _LeAH 
Organization daring Eifel Offensive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


! Paul Rosenthal assigned to War Grimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly «worn, depose and state that the attached English translation ia 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Max RIEDER 
26 March 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany 


taken on 


hiefore WILLIAM R, PERL, lst Lt., M. I. 


consisting of 45... pages, into English, 
and 5 sketches 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


German is my native tongue, 

Z have spokem English for nine years. 

I studied Inglish for three years in school in VIENNA, wvSTRIA. 
Zt lived in England since Jume, 1959. I have been employed by 


the U.S. War Department as a German-inglish interpreter since 
June 1945. 


Rh eoeuthal 
weak Paul Rosenthal 


a, 
5 andl vublaGribisd torhetoreiiderthigseh.. day of Ofpfnints Py ae ale 
a Heh Geemeny, ( 


) > 


Lf ff h fH ; 
Ede Lot, bath” Vier tht/ 
War Crimes Branch, USFET 





I, Surmmann Max RIEDER, after first being duly sworn 
meke the following statement under oath. During the EIFEL 
offensive in December 19), I belonged to the penal group of 
the 9% Pi. Company, 1 SS Panzer Regte, L.SS.A.He 


On the 16th December 1944, we drove from the BLANKMNHEIM 
woods and on the 17th December during the early morning hours 
started the offensive. The following shootings of American 
soldiers - prisoners of war and civilians - during this of- 
fensive, I partly saw myself, partly actively participated in, as 
I describe in the following statement: 


le) On the 17th December 194) around 8 a@ 9 o'clock in the 
morning my SPW reached the village of HONSFELD. In my estima- 
tion, HONSPELD had already been taken about one hour previous by 
another German unit. Our vehicle stopped at the beginning of the 
village a few minutes, as the column came to a halt. Om this spot 
I saw how an American soldier stepped out of a ditch of a road 
leading towards our road approximately 200 to 250 mters distance 
and walk on the street with his hands above his steel helmet. 
This American walked slowly and as far as I could see from the 
distance, he was unarmed. 


My impression was that he climbed out at the ditch to give 
himself ups When Unterscharfuehrer HAAS of the penal group of 
the 9 P. Pie Company, lst Panzer Regiment L.SS.A.He saw this, he 
aimed his machine pistol at the prisoner and fired a burst at the 
prisoner; in my estimation about 10 shots. Thereafter I saw the 
prisoner fall to the ground. Whether he was hit I do not know 
as the distance was too greats 


About two minuteslater I saw three Americans jump out of 
the same ditch and run towards the house situated nearby. These 
Americans did not have their hands raised above their steel hel- 
met ami it was my impression that they wanted to run away on ac~ 


count of what they saw happened to their comrade who wanted to 
surrenders 


I saw no one shoot at these three Americans appare@mtly be- 
cause they disappeared too quickly and because we already started 
on our way. At this time the crew of my SPW consisted of the 
following men: 


Unterscharfuehrer BIOTA, Unterscharfuehrer HAAS, Sturmman 
BASTH, Sturmmann RUGRIGEL, Schuetze BOBRZALEK, and myself. 


I have made a sketch of this place which I have marked *4’® 
and attach it to this statement. On it is meant: 1, our SPW. 2. 
American Sep in front of which Unterscharfuehrer HAAS shot. 
3e Road ditch out of which the Americans jumped. 4. House towards 
which they rme 5~« Houses in HONSFELD. 


2.A.) About 1100 hours in the morning of 17 December 1944, 


we reached the village of BUELLINGEN. At the exit of this village 
cur SPW's stopped, our whole crew left the vehicle in order to 
look around in the nearby houses. I first walked with Sturmmann 
SUGRIGHL, Sturmmann BARTH or with one or two others of' my 





comrades towards a deserted American kitchen which was located 
right fram our direction of travel and in which we found cocoa 
and drank samee In this house I did not shoot anybodye There~ 
upon, I walked into a house which wes across the street together 
with Unterscharfuehrer HAAS who suggested walking through the 
house. In the kitchen of this house we saw a woman about 40 
years old who wes apparently left behind in this house. When 
we entered the kitchen we saw her standing in the middle of the 
room and Unterscharfuchrer HAAS asked her whether there were 
American soldiers in the housee The woman motioned with her 
head "No*, 


Thereupon HAAS said to me, "RIEDER, bump this woman off," 


I was armed with a rifle which I then aimed at this woman. 
Thereby I stood approximately two meters away from this woman, 
my face opposite her face. When the woman saw that I aimed at 
her she screamed with fright, remained standing though. At the 
same moment I already shot aiming exactly at the center of the 
forehead, the end of my barrel only about one meter away from 
the woman and I hit exactly the same spot I aimed at, I fired 
one shot after which the woman immediately collapsed dead. I 
then bent down to her to see whether she was dead because if she 
wouh not have been dead I would have fired a second shot at her, 
but this was not necessary because I established that the woman 
was dead without doubt. I also established at this examination 
that the bullet which penetrated the forehead came out the beck 
of the head and that there was a big hole in the back of the head 
fram which the brains flowed out. Thereupon I returned to my SPW, 
while HAAS still remained in the house evidently to search through 


ite In my opinion this woman gave no cause for which she should be 
shote 


At the SPWI helped the driver Schuetze BOBRZALEK refuel gaso- 
line and approximately a quarter of an hour later I entered another 
house out of which I took an American fatigue suit with zippers 
Howevers in this other house I did not bump off anybody. 


I made a sketch of this locality and marked it "BY, The 


Sketch marked “B" shows the position a@ the house wherein I shot 
the woman. On this sketch signifies; 


le Our SFW. 2¢ Gasoline dump, probaply on the market place. 
3e Am@rican kitchene 4e House in which I shot the womane 
5e House from which I collected the American fatigue suit. 


The sketch marked "C" shows the house in which I shot the 
womane On this sketch which I also attach to my statement signi- 
fies: I, Kitchen, II. Living roame III. Halle le Place where 
the woman sicode 2a Place where I stoode 2be Place where 
Unterscharfuehrer HAAS stoode 36 Doore ie Entrance door to the 
living quarters. 5. Exit door (2b) from the living quarters, 
6e Street. - After our SPW drove from the spot 1 indicated on 
sketch "B* we drove about 200 meters further. There we stopped 
again after we had covered the approximate 200 meters on the spot 
where Unterscharfuehrer HEXING*s SPii stoods On this place 





approximately 7 Belgiancivilians stood in front of a house - 

men and women - I do not know any more whether there were also 
children amongst thane I also do not know how many of the 
civilians were men or womene I now saw Untersclmrfuehrer HAAS 

ort the Penal Group dismount fram our SPW. Unterscharfuehrer 

HAAS placed himself by the side of the house and I now saw how 
he ammed his machine pistol at the civilians quick as lightning 
and started shooting right sways Unterscharfuehrer HAAS was at 
that time about 80 meters distant from the civilians. The 
civilians themselves were at that time hidden fram my view as the 
corner of the house wes in between it. However, I had only a few 
seconds before seen the civilians standing south of this place 
and nobody else was in the vicinity. Next to Unterscharfuehrer 
HAAS stood Sturmmann BARTH cf my company. B&(TH, who had an 
American 45 pistol, fired simultaneously with HAAS into the 
civilians. 


Even though I did not see how the civilians were hit I know 
that they were hit because I heard them scream with fright and I 
heard them moan as it is common among people who are hit. Unter- 
scharfuehrer HAAS first fired two or three short bursts in my 
estimation altogether approximately 25 shots. BARTH fired also 
several shots. The moment when HAAS opened fire I heard the 
civilians for the first time scream with fright ena between the 
bursts I heard moaninge 


After HAAS had fired these two or three bursts BARTH returned 
to my SPW and the commandant of our SPW, Unterscharfuehrer BIOITA 
shouted, “Came om, climb up, we move on." HAAS replied, "One 
moment." Inmediately after HAAS said that he aimed his mechine 
pistol once more in the same direction and fired an additiona} 
burste Immediately before the fising of this large burst, and 
afterwards, I did not hear the civilians moan any more, 


HAAS then returned to our vehicle right away ani he said while 
climbing up as we were just about to drive off, "Now I have again 
bumped off civilians." 


After that HAAS filled his mgazine with new anmunition. 


I also made a sketch of this locality and marked it with "D*, 
On this sketch which I also attach to my statewent is meant: 
le Our SPW, 2. HARING'*s SPW. Je Housee eo Place where Unterschar- 
fuehrer HAAS stoode 5. Place where Sturmmann BARTH stoode 6. Place 


where the Belgian civilians stoode 3.« Is in my opinion ths last 
house in BUELLINGEN, 


3e) Around 1300 hours of the same day, therefore, also on the 
17th December 1944, we arrived at a crossroads on which we travelled 
from a bad road onto a good road, and where we had to turn lefte 
Fran these crossroads it was still about 3 kilometers to ENGILSDORF, 


Qa these crossroads stood a house. On the right side of the 
street and that was still on the bad road before one turns left in 
the direction a@ ENGELSDORF stood the SPW of Obersturmfuehrer Erich 
RUMPF, Company Commander of the 9 P. Pi Company Panzer Hegiment I 
L.SS.A.H. almost on the crossroads. My SPW stopped approximately 5 
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meters behind the vehicle of Obersturmfuehrer RUM. As 

we stopped I got off my vehicle to fetch some loot for 
myself and the other men of my vehicle, because I saw 

north of the crossroads a few American trucks standing on 
the road. South o: that house situated nesr the crossroads 
and which stands directly at the crossroads on the right 
side of that road that leads south towards Engelsdori, is a 
field. 


When I went to the Ameavican trucks my Company Commander, 
Obersturmfuehrer HUMPF stood just at these crossroads and es 
far as I remember he was there alone at this time. Adjoining 
this house on the crossroads is a field on the righthand side 
ot the road which leads towards ENGELSDORF. On this field 
were already at that time avout 60-70 American prisoners of 
war. All of them wore American uniforms and had their hands 
raised over their heads. 


When I returned to my SPW a few minutes later loaded with 
10 in 1 rations from the American trucks Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF 
already stood in front of the house. 


Directly behind the crossroads, I no longer remember whether 
there were svill other officers or men in his vicinity, Ober- 
sturmtuehrer RUMPF called to me, "RIEDER, you or all the people 
are in need o1 it, get your rifle. You want to shoot without 
cartridge pouch?® 


The "You of all the people are in need of it" referred to 
the fact that I wanted to sneak away from the shooting of the 
prisoner or that the getting of the rations was more important 
to me vecause at the time when 2 returned with the rations, the 
other members o1 the Penal group were already in front of the 
prisoners. Unterscharfuehrer HAAS ran about amongst the 
prisoners in the field and the others stood dispersed at the 
ditch of the road. It was clear to me that the prisoners were 
to be shot. I then went on account of the request back to my 
vehicle and fetched my rifle. Sturmmann BAXTH of my company was 
in the vehicle and told me at that occasion that he just shot an 
American soldie: in the ditch of the road who lay unarmed in the 


ditch with his face in the water and pretending to be dead though 
actually was alive. 


After I had taken my rifle out of my SPW, I went to the fields 
At this tinue Obersturmfuehrer “rich RUMPF stood no longer in front 
of the house but south o1 the house a little in front of the field 
with the prisoners. Besides the following members of the 8th 
group were posted in front of the fields Oberscharfuehrer WEDELEIT, 
Unverscharfuehrer HAAS, Unterscharfuehrer BIOTA, Unte:scharfuehrer 
CHAMI ix. 


I svood across the field towards the north end and near the 
house and looked at the prisoners who stood with their hands folded 
above their heads in the field. A short time after we arrived 
theve Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF gave the order to bump off the 


prisoners. Thereby he eitha used the words "Bump the prisoners 
off" @ "Shoot into them." 
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I do not know whether at this tame there were any otha 
vehicles standing near the field. I did not pay any attention 
to ite I kmow, however, that all the members of the Penal 
Group shot into the prisoners and I also had fired five shots. 
All my shots I hed aimed at the same prisoner. This American 
stood near the right edge of the field and only avout 6 meters 
away from me. He was of medium size and stocky. I eimed all 
shots at the head ot the American and I saw that he collapsed 
alreauy after the first shot. I then emptied my magazine into 
the one lying on the ground in shooting another four shots into 
the Amevican soldiers lying on the grouna. From the beginning 
oi the first suots I saw thay 4 hit him as intended because he 
fell back in such a way which is cammon ior people who receive 
a shot through the head. This american undoubtedly was dead. 


I also saw the following members of my company shooting at 
the prisoners; Our Company Commanier Obersturmfuehrer RUMPF who 
shot into the prisoners with his pistole I cannot say any longer 
how many shots he fired; however, I am quite sure that I saw him 
fire. Unterscharfuehrer Willi Von CHAMIiR of the Penal group 
who I saw on this spot shoot witha the rifle into the American 
prisoners of war. I do not know any more how many shots Von 
CHAMIER fired; however, I believe he fired the same number of 
shots as I did. I further saw HAAS with his machine pistol 
shooting into the American prisoners of war, also Unterschar- 
fuehrer BIOPTA of the Penal group o: my campany. BIOITA fired 
into thepriisoners with his rifle or machine pistol. 


Furthermore, I also saw Oberschurfuehrer WEDLLEIT of the 
Penal group, 9 P. Pi. Company Panzer negt. I., L.SS.AsHe Standing 
on the field with his pistol in the hand and as the whole penal 
group shot I am sure that he also shot into the prisoners, How- 
ever, I cannot state with certainty that I saw how he #hot. 


Obers turmfueh er RUMPF was at that time about 5 meters 
away from me. 


After I had fired my tive shots I again returned to my 
SPW. 


I also have placed this locality on a sketch and marked it 
with "s", It is attached to my statement ana on it is meant: 
1. Bad roai on which we arrived. 2+. Good road towards «NGUS- 
DUXF, 3. Obersturmiuchrer RUMPF*s SPW, ke Our SP, 5. House 
at the crossings 6. American trucks. 7. american prisoners. 
8. My position at the shootinu. 9. Position of Obersturmfuadir er 
RUMPF. 10. Approximate position of the rest of the manbers of 
the Penal groupe 


4e Immediately after we had driven past the field, with 
the American prisoners of war then dead (scene described in 
number 3), I saw how Unterscharfuehrer HAAS shot at a prisoner 
of war who with raised hands came down towards the field fran 
the pasture. I still know how HAAS, who apparently did not 
have his machine pistol av hand called out, "A rifle", and one 
of our men handed him a rifle and he shot at this prisoner. 
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en HAAS opened fire at the prisoner w 
rs distant fram the prisoner. HAAS 
2 magazine on this American. I saw how the American fell 

to the ground. Whether he was hit or whether he did so to 
take cover Ido not know. Of the five shots HAAS fired he 
fired three at the prisoner already lying on the ground. At 
about the same time I also saw an American prisoner of war 
kneeling right from my SPW near the ditch on the roai. I also 
saw how this one apparently hit slowly collapsed. However, I 
cannot say whether it was HAAS who shot at this prisoner. 

5 In SfOUMONT when we arrived during the day for the 
iirst time in SlOUMONT I saw how Unterscharfuehrer STUNMANN 
of the 9th Panzer Pioneer Company. Panzer Regte Ie LeSS.A.He 
Shot an american prisoner of war. Unterscharfuehrer STUHMANN 
fell in battle the following day. 


I made this statement volunterily and of my own will un- 
influenced by force, tireats or duress and uninfluenced by 
promises of any kind. 


I swear by God that the facts I have stated in this deposi- 
tion are true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath at any 
time betore any court. 


(signed) Max KIWR 
Sturmmann 
26 March 1946 


Witnessed in the presence of: 
(signed) Morris ELOWITZ 
Civ. Investigator 
WCB, USFur 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 
twenty-sixth day or March 1946 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany 


(signed) William R. PERL 
ist Lt. MeI. 0-555149 
Investigator-Kxaminer 
War Crimes Branch USFiT 





TRANSLAV ION OF LEGEND ON EXHIpIf “A* 


TO AFFIDAVIT OF 


Max RIEDER 


Dated 26 March 1946 


en eeee 


Our SPW 

Amevican jeep in front of which Unter- 
Scharfuehrer Haas shot, 

noad ditch out of which the Americans jumped. 
House towards which they ran 

Houses in HONSFELD 


TRANSLATION OF LYGEND ON EXHIBIT "B* 
TO AFFIDAVIn OF 
Max KIEDER 
Dated 26 March 1946 


ee ewe 


Our SPW 

Gasoline dump psobably on the market place, 
American kitchen 

House in which I shot the woman 

House fram which I collected the Amevican 
fatigue suit. 


—_——<—————— 
TRANSLATION OF LEGEND ON MGiIBIT "Cc" 


TO AFFILAVI! OF 
MAX RIDER 
Dated 26 March 1946 


eee eee 


Kitchen 

Living Room 

Hail 

Place where the waman stood 

Place where I stood 

Place wnere Unterscharfuehrer HAAS stood 
Door 

Entrance door to the living quarters - 
Exit door (2b) from the living quarters / 
Street 





+4GEND ON EXHIBIT "D* 
TO AFFILAVIT oF 


Mex RIDER 


Dated 26 March 1946 


*eene ene 


Our SPW 
HoNNING's SP W 

House 

Place where Unterscharfuehrer HAAS stood 
Place woere Sturmmann BERIT stood 

Place where the Belgian civilians stood 


3. Is in my opinion the last house in 
BUELLINGEN. 


TRANSLATION OF LeGENp ON EXHIBIY "a 
TO AFFIDAVIT oy 
Max RIEDER 
Dated 26 Murch 1946 


oe we em ow 


Bad road on wh we arrived 

Good road towards ENGSLSDORF 
Obersturmiuehrer RUMP 's SPW 

Our SPW 

House at the crossing 

American trucks 

American prisoners 

My position at the shooting 
Fosition of Obersturmtuchrer RUMEY 
Approximate position of the rost of the members 
of the Penal groupe 
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Byron LAK ond SNE RER. » being first daly 
sworn, Mi 14y the fallow: statement under “oat 
abil sheng i ceenenn nerntnnneennenr MaChdem ich erst recht- 


mapig ri poaere wurde, mache die folgende “Aussage unter Eid 





Die obs en zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigendperipiunmbushrer 
4A2%Y rupsppey VON mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
dotiert go ‘ 


Wan Litt 


First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 





ASlée £01 K 2221 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


IRR: BL Heol LIA 
Organization daring Eif@ Offensive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to and subscribed before mg this 
wn Qari, MY Scene Gb enna 1946, 


Officer administering oath 
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GH VON chamicr 
WiLL 


Dye MAK oe PIEPER crrertnosinernenivinannnnnn » being first daly 


sworn, mgke th l{owiag statement ander oath: 
1a... (ay... r no Re , nacidem ich erst recht- 


mapig eingeschworen wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same 
Wlils..wen.... HAMMER. mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated, 1G.MAASH 1946 


le obizen. zwel Phafographien sind Photographien desselbigen (tafe shar hucprer 
W Z Lo... von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aassage genannt, 


datiert. i $e. 


_ ne Kb oe _ 
First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


MRR LO A fas! LHAH 
Organization daring Elfet Offensive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to and subscribed, befory me this 


Arm or Service 
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taken 


before 


TRANSLATO R'S AFFIDAVIT 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached I uglish translation is 


and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
HHNS HEN NECK E 
isi (7 Tpwvdry 1946 at Schwidbivch Hall, Germany, 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER, CAPT., EM. 


consisting of pages, into English, 


the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


Le ative tongue: English 

*e Was born 3 Jume 1919 and learned German from a German 
governess from 1924 to 1920. 
Studied in German speaking school INSTT 
af. GALLEN, SWITZERLAND from 193201933, 
Continued the use and study of German with s seminar 
conducted hy Professor FEISE of JOHNS P I 
in BALTIMORE, Maryland from 1933 to 1037. 
Took seven semesters of German language snd literature in 
HAVERFORD COLLEGE, at HA FORD, Pa., from 1937 to 1941. 
Lived in NICH, Germany, MayeSeptember 1939. Studied German 
language and literature at Iniversity of Yunich from June to 
September. 
Since December 1945 I have served with War Crimes Branch USFET, 
as a Germaneinglish interpreter. 
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I was Platoon 
SS Panzer Regim 
k part in the ARDENNES 
» I was going with my c " 
SNGLLSDORF . 3 ¢ ) ar O P.M 
S$ -road u three ter t pe ENGLLSDO! 
appears on the attached sketch which I have drawn). 
and Unterscharfuehrer RiCHAHT's arrived alone at the 
cross-roads because between LOSHEIM and BUHLLINGEN I lost my 
Company as a result of 4 traffic fam and fueling in HONS¥ELD, 
roached the cross-road which leads to ENGELSDORF, I 


Sideswiped wit ay tank, @ left side of an SPW 


ndin | 


assume that this was the 


Coe : iment I, b 

run ip to ms when I had sideswi; 

man who had been standin ssic iu bers turmfuehrer 
RUMPF was very angry and "baw 1 m it 1us he accident, 
When t alon. 2 th E beer one or two 


slowly farti uw > RICHARTS 
saw no other German vehicles i the vicinity. 
10use which Ss @ right side of the 

street (as indicated on my sketch), I n t turret of my 
tank and was looking in the direction I was and Sturmmann 
Ernst ROCK, my loader, stood behind me on the engine of my tank. 
When we went by the place where the American P W's lay (as in- 
dicated on my sketch) Sturmmann ROCK called to m, “Untersturm- 
fuehrer, there lie some men and they are all dead." I turned 
around and saw that fifteen or twenty dead Americans were lying 
to my right in the field. I saw them lying in a heap, and from 
the manner in which they were lying I could see that they had 
not fallen in combat, No weapons were lying near them. HOOK 
cried out a moment later, "Shouldn't we stop?" I paid no at- 
tention to that because J looking ahead and watching the 
street. A moment ) I heard machine pistol bursts behind me. 
I turned around and saw HOCK with a machine pistol in his hand, 
The machine pistol was always lying to my ri tht, within eesy 
reach, on the turret, I assume that ROCK picked it up without my 
Seeing it when we passed by there. I shouted to ROCK, "Lay off, 
that doesn't concern us, we are going ahead. ROOK thereupon laid 
the machine pistol down on the turret again. 


The event with the bursts, which I have described above 
consisted of several bursts with short intervals between. I 
estimate that the intervals consisted of two or three seconds, 
Judging from the direction in which ROCK was holding the machine 
pistol, I assume that he shot in the direction of the Pits, 


after this incident, we continued on in the direction of 
ENGELSDORF. 


I make this statement of my own free will, without coercion, 
threats or promises a’ reward, 
(signed) Hans HENNICKE 
17 January 1946. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 17 day of January, 1946 

(signed) RAFHAEL SHUMACKUR, 

Captain CMP 





TRANSLA ION OF SKETCH ATTACHED TO 
AFFIDAVIT OF 
Hans HENNECKE 
Dated 17 January 1946 


oe ewe 


Sketch o: the spot wheve American prisoners of war 
were shot, about 5 km. north of ENGELSDORF 


RUMPF's SPW 


Place where the dead American prisoners of 
war were taken. 
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) one as Hans hd Henne che sssisiininunerninnnn » OCing first daly 


sworn, make the following statement under oath: 
Ih_____ tans Houmecke carey eee 1 Machdem ich erst recht- 
madfig eingeschworen wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid 





The cbove two lai are photographs of the same. 
Rena pf... .. mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. IAN... ZEEE...» 


Die obigen zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen J6 ryt Mpachy 


uater stay mpahver 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


cOngunitetlan: durtag Eifel tae 
Einheit wdhrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn_to and subscribed before phe this 
Ke ff. day ee - snes 1946, 


( RT gyn 


Officer 


th ARGP.. 


PEO. Arm or Service 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


George Miller 
I signed to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, havi n duly sworn, »se and state that the atiached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Kurt BRI“SMiucIsTmR 


taken on.4 ApraL 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


before William R, Perl, lst Lt., Mel. 
consisting of 9... pages, into English, 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 
1. Gorman ie my native tongue. 


P 
2. I spent the first twenty years of wy life in Tmany ani went to l 


eX 
elementary and Secondary school there. S1A 


o the United states in 1928, 


4. I hod two years of nglish in secondary sehool in Germany. ly other 
knowledge of inzlish has been derived from atudy by myuelf, 


5. i have been married for the past six years to & British subject and 
Speak sngiish Continually at home, My wife does not speak German. 


6. i have been in tie United States Aray for the past 2-12 years, 
having been discharged in November 4945 and have been employed by the war 
De, artment as a German-onglish interpreter since Jenuary 1946. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 23. day of 44S 
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 
i Crimes Bran 





I, Uscha Kurt BRIISMEISTER being duly sworn state the following: 


During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944, I was a member of 
the lst platoon, lst company, lst SS Panzer Regt, ISSAH . lly platoon leader 
was Untersturmf.Hans HENNECKE., My company commander was Ostuf.Karl KREMSER, 


1. Until the 11,12,1944 our company was stationed in FRIESHEIM, 

near Cologne, At the time we were still stationed in FRIESHEIM therewith 
before the 11.12.1944). Ustuf HENNECKE delivered tc us ,the whole company, 
@ speech in woods near FRIESHEIM, Amongst other things Ustuf HENNECKE 
said in this speech that we should remember that the brothers and relat- 
ives of the Americans we were going to see have thrown bombs on Germany 
and that we should take revenge for that. Amongst other things he also 
said "Everything that canes before our barrels will be bumped off", I 
don't know if Ustuf HENNECKE mentioned prisoners of war especially at that. 
However, from his words, it was clear to be seen that we should also 

take revenge on the prisoners of war in the coming offensive, and that 
no prisoners of war should be taken, 


2. In the late afternoon hours of the 17.12.1944) I came to a cross- 
roeds in the vicinity of ENGELSDORF, At this place coming from BUELLINGEN 
the street turns sharply to the left to ENGEISDORF ,while the emtinuat- 
ion of the street on which I came leads to MALMEDY . From this cross- 
roads it is still about 3 kilometers to ENGEISDORF, At that time I comm- 
anded Tank 114, These numerals indicate: lst Company, lst Platoon, 4th 

vehicle, The crew of this tank ( of my Mark IV tank) consisted besides 
me of the following persons. Uscha Rudi STORM (Driver), Rttf Josef HESS 
(Radio-operator) Sehtz NUECHTER (Loader) and Strm, TIEHLIX® (Gunner) 


I had steering damage on my tank and therefore stopped exactly 
at the cross-roads described, and it was about 10 meters in front of 
the crossing of the street which comes from BUELLINGEN, At this spot I 
parked my tank at the left side of the street . Hereby I turned the gun 
barrel to 9 o'clock, 


To my estimation iv was about 1530 in the afternoon, However it 
might have been also a little earlier or later, anyway it was still 
completely light. 


At first we repaired the damage on our tank which took about 15 
minutes. During this time no one had left the tank or the immdiate 
vicinity of the tank. 


On the other side of the street crossing and therewith in the 
direction of the street leading to ENGEISDORF a house stood directly 
at the cross-roads and a field was adjacent to this house, in which 
to my estimation lay about 50 to 60 American prisoners of war who were 
evidently wounded by being shot at, and the greatest part was apperently 
dead already. 


AS soon as we were finished with repairing the vehicle, Uscha 
STORM and Rttf HESS went into the field in which the prisoners lay. Befcre 
they went away they said "We are going to have a look if som are still 
alive and are going to deliver mercy shots to the ones who are still 
alive." Then I saw Uscha STORM and Rttf HESS walking amongst the 
Americans in the field firing mercy shots at the Americans who were still 
moving, Right thereupon Schuetz NUBCHTER, and Stm.THIELIKE came also 
into the field (NUBCHTER and THIBLIKE had gotten on an American truck 
for several minutes to get chocolate there), In the manwhile also I 
had come to the field, However I didn't go into the field but remained 





standing at the road-ditch near the house and then also saw NUECHTER 

as well as THIELIXE walk around between the prisoners in the field.Hereby 
chtz NUECHTER as well as Strm THIELINE held their pistols in their hands 
but I don't remember having seen as NUECHTER and THIELIKE shot, How- 
ever I saw Uscha.STORM as well es Rttf HESS shoot with their pistols 

at the prisoners who were still moving. I don't know any longer how many 
shots each one of them fired. 


Thereupon I went back to my tank and dismantled the radio- 
operator's M.G, This is an M.G. 34. Strm NUECHTER aided me with the 
dismantling of the M.G. because I had said "I want to direct a little 
strefing fire at the Americans" Together with Strm NUECHTER I then carried 
the dismantled M.G. from my tank to the road-ditch before the field in 
which the American prisoners of wer lay, Then I shot about 70 to 80 
shots into the Americans lying on the ground while NUECHTER held the 
M.G. on his shoulder. The other men of my tank crew hed naturally by 
that time come out of the field. I didn't see the shots land in the 
ground and therefore assumed that at least the largest part hit the 
bodies of the Americans lying on the ground. 


3 Immediately thereupon, my men, which ones I don't know, set 
the barn afire which bordered directly to the field with the prisoners, 
and apparently belonged to the larger house situated next to it. I 
didn't know yet at that time that American prisoners of wer from the 
field had fled into this house to be smoked out in this manner, Only 


when I saw unarmed Anerican soldiers run out of this house I knew that 
prisoners hed kept themselves hidden in this barm.There were 6 to 7 

in my estimation. They ran towards the woods, and I now shot at the 
American prisoners of war who were running away, with the M,G. which 
again at thet time I hed laid on the shoulder of Strm NEUCHTMR, I didn'T 
call " Halt" to them before I shot but started shooting right awey. I 
don't know if I hit the Americans, I believe that all succeeded to get 
aw ay into the woods. Thereupon I went back to my tank and remounted the 
M.Ge 


4. Before I drove off I turned the cannon barrel towards the house 
situated at the street northwards of the street fork and shot into the 
house with my 75 mm cannon, from a distance which I don't know any more 
exactly. However, I estiuate it as about 150 meters, There was no battle 
activity of any kind at that time and also from the house there was no 
motive given to shoot, I did that more or less out of fun, 


It hit the house in its lower part. Thereupon two men came running 
to me and told me they were Germans and I shouldn't do anything to them. 
Thereupon I gave these men a paper with my name and field post number 
and told them that they should contact my company commander for the 
reimbursement of the damage, Hereby to my knowledge no civilians were 
killed by my shooting and afterwards Strm NUECHTER told me that he 
had shot a civilian women in the house next to the field. He then also 
said "This woman hed a pistol in her hand, 


I have prepared a sketch on which I have pictured the cross-roads 
and the localities mentioned in my statement, I have marked the drawing 
with "A", The numerals on it indicates 


1. My tank 2. House next to the field 

3. Barn ke Field with prisoners of war 

5. Spot where I shot with the M,G, at the Americans lying on the ground. 
6. Spot from where I shot at the Americans who ran out of the barn. 

7. The American prisoners of war who ran out of the barn, 

8. The house at which I shot with my cannons 


-26 





5 In the night of 17th to 18th December 1944 in STAVELOT, I 
shot an American soldier with my pistol, but I don't believe that he 
was a prisoner of war, I entered a house and to my surprise an American 
opened the door for me. I don't know whether he carried any weapons, 
After a short exchange of words I shot him with a shot aimed at the 
chest, 


6, & the 19th Dec 44 the then Rttf and later Unterscharf- 
uehrer Willi BAHNES told me that in STAVELOT on the previous day he 
had fired a Panzerfaust into a room in which were civilians, Likewise 
Hans HENNECKE told me that BAHNES was e great guy and mentioned at the 
Seme time that BAHNES had shot his Panzer-feust into a room with 
civilians, 


7. Qn account of the mentioned reasons I fled from the 
American prisoner of war camp PLATTING on the 2lst Oct 1945, On the 
28th March 1946 I have been apprehended again in ALT TELLIN near DENNIN 
in the Russian Zone of Germany. At that time I was already reviewer 
in the committee in the in the Commmistic Youth Movement "Free German 
Youth" and responsible for propaganda, radio, and indoctrination. Upon 
my apprehension, as reason for my escape from the American prisoner camp, 
I told the Russian officers that the Americans were evidently planning 
a@ new war against Russia and that we SS men should apparently be used 
in it. I also said for these reasons in the American prisonmEr camps, 
the officers were wearing their rank insignia again and that the SS men 


are being organized in battalions and companies in the SS camps in 
the American Zone, Why I told the Russians these untruths I don't know 
anymore, 


I have made this statement voluntarily and out of my own will, 
uninfluenced by force, threats or harsh treatment and uninfluenced by 
promises of any kind, 


I swear before God that the statements which I have made 
in this affidavit are true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath 
before any court, 


Kurt BRIESEMSISTER 
SS Unterscharfuehrer 
4 April 1946. 


Witnessed; 


Raphael SHUMACKEX 
Capt. Qi 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this,fourth day of April 1946 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany 


William kK. Perl 
lst Lt. MeI. 0555149 
Inves vi wavor -Examiner 
W.0.B, = USFET 
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<—— ST. VITH 


Ueber. 


TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I JUSiPH KIRSCHBAUM 


APO 633, as an interpreter, havi 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
en duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
HUBERT HUBER 
taken on 16 February 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


before... RAPHAEL, SHUMACKER, Captain, CMP 


AND ONE SiteTCH 
consisting of 45 pages, into English, 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


1. My native tongue is German. 

2. I learned English through study of the lenguase for two 
years in High School, one year in college, and eight months of 
@6vening classes, all in VIENNA, Austria. 

3e I have spoken English continuously since September 
1939 when I came to the United States. In September of 1941 I 
joined the United States Army. 

4. From February until the latter part of April 1943 I 
attended the iPW course at Camp Ritchie, Maryland, conducted by 
the Military Intelligence Training Center. 

5. From June 1944 until September 1945, [ served continuously 
as an [PW interrogator, in which Capacity I was constantly required 
to translate German into English and vice versae 

6. Since January 1946 I have been assigned to the War Crimes 
Branch, U.S.F..f. a8 a civilian Germansiinglish interpretor. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this .©%.... day of 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 
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I, Hubert HUBER, first being duly sworn, make the following 
statement under oath: 

I am 27 years of age and have heen in the 8S since 1938. 
During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944, I was in the 6th 
Panzer Company, lst SS Panzer Division LAH, with the rank of 
Oberscharfuehrer. I was Tank Commander of Tank No. 625, a Mark 
IV, in the second platoon. My company commander at this time 
was SS Obersturmfuehrer Benoni JUNKER, and my platoon leader waa 
5S Obersturmfuehrer SIEG. The Platoon Leader of the First Platoon 
was 53 Untersturmfuehrer STEINIGER. The members of my tank crew 
Other than myself were as follows: 


35 Sturmmann GRISCHATZ, Martin Gunner 

3 Sturmmann SCHRODER, (FNU) Loader 

3 Schutze or Oberschutze SCHREIER (FNU) ~ Radio Operator 
3 Sturmmann RAUCH, Josef (7?) ~ Driver 


Prior to moving to the assembly area in the woods near 
BLANKENHEIM, the lst SS Panzer Battalion, commanded by 385 Sturm 
bannfuehrer POF E, was located in Pr JEIM. ni k 
10th, 1lth or 12th of December 1944, 35 S$ turmbannfuehrer PORTSCHKE 
called a meeting of all the Tank Commanders. This meeting was 
held in a villa between PLIESHEIM and FRIESHEIM. In addition 
to the Tank Commanders, all officers in the Battalion attended 
this meeting except those who were not available by reason of 
other duties. Insofar as the Officers in my Company are concerned, 
I remember definitely that these were present; 


SS Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER 

8S Untersturmfuehrer STEINIGER 
SS Obersturmfuehrer SIEG 

5S Untersturmfuehrer ASMUSSEN 


I do not believe that SS Obersturmfuehrer STHRNEBECK was present 
there. In the room where the meeting was held there was a large 
sand-table where we were briefed on the area of attack, and so 
forth. POETSCHKE spoke substantially as follows: 


"The attack will start within the next few days, and I 
believe that we will go back to the old battle ground from 
which we retreated. When we enter this area we will shoot 
out of all barrels, and anything that shows itself, whether 
sOldier or civilian, will be bumped off. No mercy will be 
shown towards anybody. I do not know exactly when the 
attack will start - it might be within a few hours or it 
might be witnin a few daya." 


After making this stetement, he continued to say that if any 
of us showed any consideration for the enemy or the civilians, 
no consideration would be shown such a soldier by him. S83 Sturm- 
bannfuehrer POETSCHKE'S method of not showing any consideration 
to his Tank Commanders caused him to force them to stand exposed 
to the dangers on the back ends of their tanks during the attack. 


Prior to the formal statement by POXTSCHKE, each Tank. Com- 
meander had to sign a statement, reading substantially as follows: 


"I hereby declare that I shall commit mysslf whole- 
heartedly in the coming offensive." 
"bo (+ 
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The Officers were sitting in the same room, but if they signed 
the same forms, I can't say. 


On the 15th of December, our Battalion and my Company were 
assembled in the woods in the vicinity of BLANKENHEIM. On the 
afternoon of the 15th of December, Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER gave 
@ speech to the men in the Company. The men were seated on the 
ground in a semicircle around a fire. JUNKER stood back of the 
fire, facing the men. To JUNKER'S left sat the Officers in the 
Company, including STEINIGER, ASMUSSEN, STERNEBECK and SIEG. 
At this meeting, JUNKER spoke as follows: 


"It will start shortly. The order might come through 
today or tomorrow morning telling us to attack. Ifa 
civilian or an American so much as appears before you, he 
will be bumped off. No consideration will be shown." 


I do not know if any of the other Officers spoke to the men 
following Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER'S statement, as I left 1mmedi- 
ately thereafter to do some work on my tank. 


The next morning, 16 December1944, before the attack started, 
Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER again spoke to the men in the Company. 
He told us substantially the same thing as he had the day before 
except that he mentioned the support that we would have. After 
SS Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER finished talking, the men returned to 
their respective platoon locations, and shortly thereafter, SS 
Obersturmfuehrer SIEG talked to us of the Second Platoon. I 
remember that he said substantially as follows: 


"You will not forget the orders that have been given 
you. You will shoot everybody in front of your barrels. 
We must spread terror and panic before us. SKORZENY will 
have troops dressed in American uniforms ahead of us. You 
will know that they are our own soldiers because if you 
encounter them they will take off their steel helmets and 
wave them. No mercy will be shown towards civilians or 
prisoners of war, but you will be careful not to shoot at 
SKORZENY'S troops who will be in American uniforms." 


On the 16th of December, between two and three o'clock, I 
had motor trouble with my tank and had to fall out of the colum,. 
The rest of the Company went ahead. I arrived in BUELLINGEN, 
after making the necessary repairs, around 1300 or 1400 hours, 
the 17th of December 1944. Around 1500 or 1530 hours, I again 
had some more motcr trouble with my tank. This was between 
BUELLINGEN and the cross-roads north of ENGELSDORF, where I later 
saw American soldiers who were lying in a field where they had 
been shot. This cross-road is shown on a Map of Central Europe, 
1:100,000, G.S., G-S., No. 4416, BONN, Sheet S.1, at coordinates 
81.5 - 02. As I approached this cross-road, there was a Mark V 
Tank on the right hand side of the road, and Unterscharfuehrer 
STORM, Commander of this tank, was standing out in the road be- 
side it. As I approached this intersection, I was sitting on my 
turret, with my feet outside and STORM motioned me to stop. I 
stopped the tank, and inquired of STORM which way I should go, 
straight ahead or to the left. He told me I was to make a left 
turn. Unterscharfuehrer STORM told me that he had received fire 
from behind a house, designated as House No. 6 on the attached 
sketch which I have marked as Exhibit "A". This sketch is made 
@ part of this affidavit and is attached hereto. I then entered 
the intersection, made a left turn, and stopped my tank at the 
point shown by a rectangle with the letter "A" on the green 
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bordered enlargement on said Exhibit "A". In front of the field 
and on the right hand side of the road headed towards ENGELSDORF 
was a parked column of American trucks. These trucks have been 
designated by triangular symbols on Exhibit "A". As my tank 
moved from the intersection to the point indicated by the rect- 
angle "A", STORM'S tank moved forward. I couldn't see STORM'S 
tank because the house indicated as No. 6 on the attached sketch 
obstructed the view. 


I dismounted from my tank and as I stood up out on the road, 
SCHREIER got out of the tank. We did not see anything except 
what appeared to be the dead bodies of American soldiers lying 
in the pasture on the right hand side of the road. I left my 
tank, walking a few meters back towards the intersection passed 
between two of the American vehicles, crossed the ditch and 
entered the pasture where the American soldiers were on the ground. 
The approximate path I took is shown by a dot-dash ( .-. = ) 
line in the green bordered enlargement on Exhibit "A". The path 
taken by SCHREIER is shown by a dotted line. At a point which I 
believe was approximately at circles 38 and 39 in the green 
bordered enlargement on Exhibit "A", two American soldiers lay on 
the ground. One lay with his face and stomach down, with his 
head pointed southwestwardly and his feet northeastwardly towards 
the intersection. His face and head were resting on his arms. 
Another soldier lay with his head northwestwardly and his feet 
southeastwardly with his legs across the body of the soldier 
benath him. I touched the above soldier with my foot, and the 
one beneath moved slightly pulling in his head and hands. When 
this soldier moved, it was apparent to me that he was still alive 
but was playing dead. I then stooped over, grabbing him by the 
clothing around his back or neck, and told him to get up. He 
stood up in front of me and showed no evidence of having been 
wounded. The first thing I did was to tell him and show him by 
gestures that he was to take off his field jacket. This jacket 
was not the type with a zipper in front, but had buttons. It was 
dark green and had three or four pockets. This soldier took off 
the jacket ahd handed it to me. I took the jacket from him and 
dropped it to the ground beside me. I believe, although I am not 
sure, that the next thing I took from him was the wrist watch. 
Then I told him to take off his overshoes. He already had one 
of his overshoes off and had the other one unbuckled and was get- 
ting it off his foot by holding the heel of the overshoe against 
the toe of the shoe on the other foot. As he was doing this, I 
turned him slightly so that his back wes towards me. Then I fired 
with my Belgium nine millimeter pistol into the back of his neck. 
This shot came out of the soldier's mouth. Then he fell backwards. 
I might have fired more than one round before he fell as the pistol 
was an automatic. After he fell to the ground, I fired one shot 
into his heart and another shot directly above it, into his chest. 
When these two shots were fired, this American was lying on his 
back, on the ground. Then I fired the final shot directly into 
the center of his forehead. During my years in the German army, I 
have seen many dead soldiers, both enemy and our own, and there is 
absolutely no question but that this soldier was dead after I 
fired these shots at him. 


At the time I shot this American soldier, he was unarmed and 
made no attempt whatever to escape from my custody. I knew he 
was an American soldier by his uniform. At the time the shots 
were fired, I Judge that my pistol was approximately one meter 
distance from this American soldier. That applies to all of the 
shots that I fired. I remember distinctly that I took first one 
step backwards before I fired the first shot into the back of his 
neck. 
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Just as I had finished firing, thers was firing from the 
machine gun of my tank. This machine gun is the turret 
machine gun that is mounted alongside and parallel to the 7.5 
centimeter cannon in the turret. At the time it was fired, 
it was pointed at approximately 3:30 o'clock. Approximately 
25 or 30 rounds were fired, according to my estimate, in one 
burst. I could not see who was actually firing this machine 
gun in my tank as it is impossible to do so, but I know that 
the gunner, GRISCHATZ, and the loader, SCHROEDER, were still 
in the tank, and normally it takes two men to operate the 
machine gun, one to load and the other tO aim the machine gun 
and fire it by pressing a foot pedal. As soon as I heard the 
firing, I shouted that they should stop that crazy shooting. 
Immediately thereafter, SCHROEDER came out of the tank and 
entered the field. I have indicated SCHROEDER'S path by a line 
of dashes (----=-). 


Then I picked up the field jacket and the overshoes, and 
about at this time Unterscharfuehrer STORM came through the 
hedge at the north end of the field. If I remember correctly, 
he was accompanied by another German soldier, no doubt a member 
of his crew. When STORM approached me, he asked me if I had 
done the shooting. I told him I had, and explained that the 
American soldier had moved, and that I had shot him. Then I 
left, walking across the field in the direction of my tank. 
After I had taken three or four steps in the direction of my 
tank, I heard two or three pistol shots behind me. No one was 
standing behind me at that time except Unterecharfuehrer STORM 
and the soldier who I believe was with him, both of whom had 
pistols in their hands when I turned my back and started walk- 
ing towards my tank. I do not know whether it was STORM or the 
other man, nor did I see what they were shooting at. 


On Exhibit "A" I have indicated by an "X" the approximate 
spot where I shot the American soldier. When I reached the 
point indicated by the letter "y" on Exhibit "A", I turned to 
my right rear, and told SCHROEDER and SCHREIER to retum to the 
tank. At that time SCHROEDER was standing at the point indicated 
by the letter "s", and I saw him fire a pistol shot in the 
general direction that would be indicated by a line drawn from 

the letter "Ss" to the Circle 22. I do not mean that he fired 
at a soldier who was lying at the spot indicated by Circle 22, 
as I could not tell, but that was his approximate aim. His arm 
was extended in front of him, the pistol muzzle pointed at the 
ground. According to my best recollection, SCHROEDER only fired 
this one shot, but I am not sure. He might have fired more than 
one. 


After I had told SCHROEDER and SCHREIER to return to our 
tank, I continued on out of the field and crossed the ditch. 
Then I saw SS Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSE standing up in his com= 
munications SPW, which had stopped on the road behind my tank. 
KRAUSE'S was the only SPW that I noticed, but I would not swear 
that there were not others behind his. Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSE 
asked me what was going on, and I told him that Unterscharfuehrer 
STORM had stopped me, told me about having received enemy fire 
from behind the house, and that I had gone in the field and had 
shot an American who was not dead. He inquired if there was 
anything else wrong, and I told him no. As soon as I finished 
talking with Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSE, I proceeded to my tank, 
mounted, and we started off. 
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When I was in the field, I was dressed in the regular 
black Panzer uniform, consisting of black wool trousers and 
a black leather jacket, and the regular black wool cap. The 
other men in my crew had the same uniform, but I can no 
longer remember whether they actually had on their leather 
jackets at the time or not. At the time I was in the field, 
the only other non-commissioned officer present was Unter- 
acharfuehrer STORM, and he came in the field after I had shot 
the American soldier. The only tank parked on the road in 
front of the field was my tank. Before I went over to talk 
to Untersturmfuehrer KRAUSE, I had told my tank crew to start 
the motor of my tank. I did not hear or see any shooting other 
than I have described in this statement, but it is possible 
that there were other shots that I did not hear. 


The watch that I had taken from the American either had 
four sides or six sides, it had a leather strap and it was gold 
or only gold-plated. I do not remember the make of the watch 
but my recollection is that it was a "US" on the back of it. 


Exhibit "A", which bears my signature, was not drawn by 
me but it is a correct and accurate drawing of the road 
crossing to which I have referred in this statement; it correct- 
ly shows House No. 6 at the intersection, the small shed near 
the house, the hedge at the north end of the pasture and the 


field itself, where the American soldiers lay on the ground. 
The other houses shown on this sketch, I do not recall. I do 
not mean that they were not there or that the sketch does not 
properly designate them, but I simply do not remember any house 
except house No. 6, as I was only on the right side of the road 
and in the field, and I paid no attention to the surrounding 
terrain. 


At the time of this offensive and at the time of this 
particular shooting, I was on bad terms not only with the 
Battalion Commander, Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, but also the 
Company Commander, Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER. As o matter of fact, 
I had been transferred from the Supply Company to the 6th 
Company, as punishment. Prior to the offensive, I had received 
orders from Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE and Obersturmfuehrer 
JUNKER to show no mercy and to shoot everything before my 
barrel. When I found this American soldier unwounded and still 
alive, in the field at the cross-roads, I shot him to prove to 
my Company Commander, Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER, and my Battalion 
Commander, Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE, that I was a good man 
and that I abeyel their orders. Furthermore, just as soon as 
I arrived in ENGELSDORF I told Untersoharfushrer WRASBETZ, in 
the presence of Schuetze Kurt DETHLEFS, that I had shot this 
American. I wanted them to know it because I wanted the word 
to get to my Company Commander and my Battalion Commander that 
I was obeying their orders and that I was a good man. I had 
to shoot this American soldier in obedience to the order that 
I had gotten from Sturmbannfuehrer POETSCHKE and Obersturmfuehrer 
JUNKER, because when they said that everything that showed it~ 
self before our guns was to be shot, that meant civilians and 
soldiers, whether they had surrendered or not, <= simply every~ 
thing that was alive and that appeared before us. 


This statement consisting of fifteen pages plus Exhibit 
"a", in my own handwriting, was given by me voluntarily and 
of my own free will. No Fores or duress was ussd by those who 
interrogated me, and no promises of reward, immunity from 


-5- 





prosecution or threats of any kind were made, 


I swear before God that this statement is the truth, and 
I am prepared to repeat same under oath in any court of 
justice. 


(Signed) HUBERT HUBER 
16 February 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 16th day of February 
1946 at Schwaebisch Hall, Ger. 


/s/ RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Oapt. CMP 
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Co., 32nd Armored Regiment 





left malar bone to a point 14 inches in front of the right ear, and to a point on 
the right cheek with the nose and maxilla laid back, exposing the base of the skull. 
There is a blast skull wound with the whole scalp and skull fragments hanging by a 
sme@ll pedicle made up of the skin of the forehead. The cerebrum is entirely missing. 
GSW, penetrating wound, bullet, neck at midline, anterior, two penetrating bullet 
wounds, chest, anteriorly and three penetrating wounds, bullet, chest, posterior. 

No definite exit wounds seen. Blast wound, shrapnel, head, face, severe, with 
destruction of skull, cereburm and most of face, apparently post mortem, 


Tag No. 42 
Identified as: L. M. BURNEY, 38450179, 575th Amb. Co. 


Personal effects found: Half can of tobacco, handkerchief, small key, one pearl 
bead, white metal religious medal, pocket knife, three wooden pencils, celluloid 
cigarette case, and one photograph in a billfold. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed; Field jacket 
with First Army insignia on sleeve, OD shirt and trousers, OD sweater, GI shoes 


with leather tops, GI underwear. Right trouser leg torn by shrapnel, otherwise 
clothing undamaged. 


Medical diagnosis: GSW, perforating wounds, bullet, head. Three wounds of 
entrance, two at the chin, left, one, left of base of nose. Three exit wounds, 


right mastoid region. Extensive shrapnel wounds to right leg, fracture compound 
comminuted tibia and fibula, post mortem, 


Tag No. 4: 
Identified as: WILLIAM J. DUNBAR, 35056576, Pvt., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 
Personal effects found: Soldier's paybook, one fountain pen, pocket knife, comb, 


et containing four 20-mark German notes, two 100-mark German notes, one 10-mark 
German note, and pictures. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Soldier was 
wearing GI overcoat, OD trousers and shirt, GI sweater, field jacket, gloves, 


leggings, and overshoes. 


Medical diagnosis: GSW, penetrating wound, bullet, skull, right parietal region 
with wound of entrance one inch above and one inch behind right ear, The tract 
courses anterior. Penetrating wound left chest, posterior, just below scapula. 
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Personal effects found; New Testament, Parker pen, 20 German marks, photographs, 
assorted cards, two coins, yellow metal wedding ring on left hand, yellow signet 
ring on right hand. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Overcoat, 
sweater, OD shirt and trousers, field jacket, GI shoes with leather tops, over- 
shoes, gloves, and wool knit cap. Bullet holes in jacket and shirt, right trouser 
leg apparently torn by shrapnel. 


Medical diagnosis: GSW, perforating wounds, bullet, left chest, one entrance wound 
at level at fifth rib, other at level of the lower costal margin, anterior. One 


wound of exit left chest, posterior, opposite third dorsal spine. Extensive 
lacerations right thigh and right leg varying in size from 2cem to 8cm in diameter 
without blood stain. Fracture compound comminuted right femur and right fibula, 
post mortem. In the opinion of the medical officer, the chest wounds were fatal. 


Tag No. 46 
Identified as: JAMES B, LUERS, 33034725, T/5, Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 


Personal effects found: Handkerchief, one chain for knife, one tin (small) box, 
paybook, cigarettes, Spiritual Almanac for Wartime, billfold, French 5-franc note, 
assorted coins, photographs, and various cards, 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed; Field jacket, GI 
sweater, OD shirt and trousers, leggings, and overshoes. Holes in clothing caused 
by bullet penetration. 


Medical diagnosis: GSW, penetrating wound, bullet, right temporal region, into 
brain. Perforating wound, abdomen, entrance abdomen in front, exit left chest, 
posterior. Perforating wound, bullet, entrance penis and abdomen, anterior, and 
exit left chest, posterior. 


Tag No. 48 
Identified as: DAYTON E. WUSTERBARTH, 36258533, 1/5, 546th Amb. Co. 


Personal effects found: Billfold, photographs, Medical Department identification 
cards, paybook, one 1000 Belgian franc note, one 100 Belgian franc note, one 20 
Belgian franc note, one 5 Belgian franc note, assorted coins, Hit Kit song Sheet, 
2 packages of cigarettes, one pocket knife, one Morrison pen and pencil set, one 
comb, two handkerchiefs, one Red Cross brassard on arm. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before be. disrobed: This soldier was 
processed on January en and|_ on “that iL vA flescriptions were taken. 
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Medical diagnosis: GS\, perforating wound (bullet) right chest. No bleeding from 
wound. Contusion frontal area of the skull with bleeding from mouth and nose and 
ecchymosis about eyes. Probable fracture of skull. Penetrating wound, skull (bullet) 
through the frontal bone, right. 


Tag No. 70 
Identified as: RAYMOND A. HEITMANN, 37403877, T/5, 197th AAA AW Bn. 


Personal effects found: Bone handled pocket knife with one side broken off, one 
small pocket knife, Conklin fountain pen, white metal Eifel Tower souvenir ring, 
billfold, two miscellaneous coins, one American dollar bill, one American silver 
dollar, paybook, 605 Belgian francs, two photos (very small), Army driver's permit, 
EM identification card. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket, 
coveralls over OD underclothing. Pants legs and jacket torn in a number of places, 
apparently from shrapnel. OD gloves also worn, left shoe, right shoe had been 
removed. 


Medical diagnosis: There are a number of shrapnel wounds of the left chest, 
abdomen, and right leg, rather extensive in nature, with intestinal contents 
protruding through & gapping wound of the abdomen, 5 inches in diameter. GSW, 
penetrating wounds, bullet, chest, three in number with entrance wounds left 
ventro lateral and right ventro lateral. Penetrating wounds, bullet, abdomen, 
five in number, with entrance wounds left side anterior, Penetrating wound at 
forehead, shrapnel (7), left side of neck, left chest, mid-axillary line, super- 
public region, and lower third right thigh. Large piece of shrapnel was found in 
one of the chest wounds, In my opinion death was due to multiple bullet wounds 
of chest and abdomen, 


Tag No. A 
Identified as; JOHN S. MUNZINGER, 0-1184554, lst Lt., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. kn. 


Personal effects found; Wallet, two 100 mark notes, one 10-mark note, three 1-mark 
notes, two F-mark notes, AGO card, Shaefer fountain pen, photographs, pocket knife, 
three keys, letters, lst lieutenant's bar, FA insignia. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Soldier was 
wearing officer's mackinaw, field jacket, GI sweater, rubber boots, gloves, scarf, 
combat suit, and OD pants, also knit cap and hood. Clothing in good shape except 
hood which had hole in it. 


Medical diagnosis: This man has the entire face and head covered with blood. There 
is @ greenish discoloration of theCbAtislbf the) wbdoutens||Henetrating wound, bullet, 
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right parietal region, one inch above and one inch behind right ear, about lcm 

and a half in diameter, with bone fragments outside the wound. No entrance wound 
seen about face even though face is covered with blood. This wound might have been 
caused by bullet which had first penetrated the helmet. A hole in wool hood man 
was wearing shows bullet hole 1 cm in diameter in same region. 


NOT TAGGED 
Identified as: DAVID T. O'GRADY, 31304038, Cpl., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 


Persons] effects found; Billfold, comb, roll of black tape, German belt buckle, 
soldier's paybook, photographs, address book, two coins, piece of aluminum, pipe, 
cigarette lighter, two Army A's, rosary, Parken pen, pocket knife, plastic whistle, 
miscellaneous papers, 31 German marks, two books air mail stamps. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket, 
OD trousers and shirt, leggings, overshoes, OD gloves, and GI underclothing. 


Clothing in good shape with exception of bullet holes in shirt and jacket. 


Medical diagnosis: GSW, perforating wound, bullet, left arm with fracture compound 
comminuted left humeris. Perforating wound, bullet, left elbow with fracture com- 
pound comminuted upper end of ulna. Penetrating wound, bullet, left chest just 
above level of costal margin in anterior axillary line, about 3cm in diameterwith 
what is apparently abdominal contents (omenturn) presenting in the wound, 


NOT TAGGED 
Identified as; DONALD L. BLOOM, 33569720, Pvt., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 
Personal effects found: Billfold, PX ration card, photographs, miscellaneous cards, 
white metal wrist chain, Parker pen, pocketImife, key chain, 16 cents in American 


coins, miscellaneous coins, soldier's paybook, two letters, and white metal ring 
on left hand. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: OD trousers and 
shirt, sweater, leggings, and overshoes. 
Medical diagnosis: GSW, bullet, penetrating, wound, skull, right temporal region, 


The tract runs toward right eye, the lids of which are very echymotic. No other 
wounds of entry or exit seen. 


NOT TAGGED 


Identified as: HOWARD W. LAUFER, 33414793, 1/5, Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 
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Personal effects found: White metal ring on left hand, pocket knife, billfold, 
miscellaneous photos, blood soaked papers, cigarette lighter, fountain pen, tooth 
brush, two First Army insignias in pocket, address book, Army driver's permit, 
224 German marks, 60 Belgian francs, 9 French franc notes, Social Security card 
206-01-1535, American Legion membership card. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Driver's 
mackinaw, sweater, OD shirt and trousers, under clothing, shoes And socks. 


Medical diagnosis: GSW, perforating wound, left shoulder, bullet. «sw, perforating 
wound, right heel (bullet). Contusions, multiple, face and neck. In my opinion 
blows to the face contributed to cause of death. 


IH" Aig 

JOHN N. SNYDER, 
Captain, Medical Corps, 
44th Evacuation Hospital. 


Subscribed and sworn to before 
me this 22¢ day of January 1945. 
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WOODWARD C. GARDINER, 
Major, I. G. De, 
Assistant Army Inspector General. 





That on 14, 15 and 16 January 1946 Maln sleium, he examined bodies 
brought into Malmedy under the supervi of Ins teneral, € J. Ss Army; 
that the bodies were disrobed for the 8 f this examinat ; identi- 
fications indicated were made at t time of } examination from i ati 
tags, pay cards, and other evidenc : ing; the he tag num er 
to are those placed on the bodies by Inspectors General before removal from place 
of discovery; and that the bodies when delivered to him for examination were still 
in a frozen state with some snow still adhering to them. 


Identified as: ROR L. MILLS, 0-391465, Capt., Hq Btry, 285th FA Ob 


Personal effects found: Brown leather wallet, zipper type, cigarette lighter, two 
mechanical pencils, fingernail clipper, note took, comb, 5254 German marks, 6 pence, . 


registered muil receipt #540, yellow gold wedding band on third finger left hand, 
fingernail file, and miscellaneous cards. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed; Trench coat, 
gloves, overshoes, OD trousers. 





Medical diagnosis; Examination reveals a penetrating wound of the skull in the 
region of the center of the right parietal bone. This wound is about one and one- 
half centimeters in diameter, apparently caused by small arms fire. 


Tag No. 9 
Identified as: WAYNE L. SCOTT, 55571540, Pyt., 575th Amb. Co. 


Fersonal effects found: Pay book with the name Benjamin Lindt, 380 61, cigarette 
Tighter, pass for Pvt. Samuel B. Dobyns, 575th Ambulance Company. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed; Wot taken on this 
Body. 


Medical diagnosis: Apparently shot through the mouth; mouth filled with blood clots. 
Apparently struck on the left side of chin with solid object as there is a disloca- 


tion of the jaw to the right. 





Identified as: GILBERT R. PITTMAN, 5560418, Pv Bn. 
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Medical diagnosis pour 

missing including the base of 6 

missing; portion of the left nostril missing i a the 1 the left cheek 
is missing. Scalp with its h is still i ct and is attachec riorly only. 
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fibula. 
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ok, case for glasses 
two mechanical s ors, 
ins, brown leather wallet, 
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Social Security card. 
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Description and condition of othi before 


overcoat, @ trousers, leggings, and overshoes. 








Medical diagnosis: P ing wound of left chest; wound about two inches in 
Wiameter. Wound is in the mid axillary line and extends inward for about eight 
inches. Tract leads up toward the heart. There is also a perforating wound of 
right ankle. 


Identified as: GEORGE 5. STEPFY, 53497506, 1 try B, 265th FA Obsn. 
Personal effects found; } nical pencil, knife, one key, Service Testan 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: OD shirt and 
trousers, field jacket, overshoes, leggings, and gloves. 





Medical diagnosis: eet Examination reveals a large perforating wound of the chest 

or Quberiorly. The ¥ The wound of entrance is on the left side of the chest level of the 
sixth rib and wound of exit is at right side from about the seventh to the ninth 
rib. This wound apparently went through the left lung, lower end of the weart and 
through the right lung. 
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f no blood around this area whic ives some indication 
this may have been inflicted post mortem. Perforating wound dorsum, left hand. 
at after this man was shot in the left arm, apparently turned on his 
a his right hand up to his face and it is my opini at while 


the hole in his forehead was caused small fire. 


Identified as; CHARLES F. h 3349 t/t try B h FA Obsn. Bn. 

Personal effects found: Identification bracelet on right wrist, yellow gold wedding 

Band on third finger right hand, letters, brown leather wallet, one American dollar 

and one two-dollar bill, New Testatment, soldier's paybook, photographs, gold medal 
fountain pen. Collection of foreign coins. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed; OD trousers and 
overshoes. 





Medical diagnosis: Examination of the chest reveals a large stellate wound. The 
Wound of entrance in the left is at about the fourth interspace, wound of exit, which 
is stellate, extends from about the fourth rib down to about the level of the umbilicus 
and through the sternum to the mid axillary line. It is my impression that this 

may have been caused by a high explosive type of shell. Examination of the neck 

shows a hole one and one-half centimeters in diameter on the right side of the neck, 
There is another hole in the forehead just above the right eyebrow and powder marks 
around this hole give some indication that this wound in the forehead was caused by 
small arms fire at close range and apparently inflicted post mortem. 


Identified as: CARL M. Ss, S1@RSREAF ERHON  ENEELEADED FA Obsn. Bn. 
by authority of Ltr. Hg. U.S.F 
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» | opener, 
card and miscellaneous cards, 2 


Description and condition of outer clothing before ing srobed; Field jacket, 
OD trousers, overshoes. 





Medical Gis znosis; This patient shows that he has been given first aid treatment, 
there is a bandage on the upper third of his left arm (this is a compressor type 

bandage usually carried in a first aid kit) Upon removal of the bandage there is 
a penetrating wound into the left shoulder i The wound is about a inch in 
diameter, somewhat oval ir ape and tt} ad > the wound are black. 

believe t. e are +.) e is ture, compound comminuted of the 


head of t hume rus there i 1 C in the posterior llary line. 


j inal 
avity just abov h of t ores ' the il The another perforating 
wound of the left buttock. This wound measures about one-half inch in diameter. I 
don't believe this wound entered the pelvis. There is on the ri side of the 
parietal region a wound about one inch in length. Further ex nation shows a 
perforating wound through the skull penetrating the outer and inner tables. fracture 
compound of the skull. 


Identified as; THOMAS I’, WATT, 37537935, T/4, Btry B, 25th FA Obsn. Bn. 


Personal effects found: gona Shi pay book, pay book cass, five photographs, brown 
Teather wallet with zippek?™ eae* hateerashe: PX ration card, letters. 


Desoription and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Field jacket, OD 
trousers, Overshoes. 


Medical diagnosis: Hxamination reveals perforating wound of the chest at the ninth 
interspace. This wound gives the appearance of having been caused by small arms 

fire at close range. This wound is devoid of blood giving the appearance of having 
been inflicted post mortem. The left side of the chest shows a large abrasion with 
some blood clots. This case shows evidence of blood clots in mouth and both nostrils. 
However, there is no evidence of any bullet holes around the face. Cause of death in 
this case possibly due to the bullet wound of right chest which may have gotten one 
of the large pulmonary vessels or the heart. 


Tag No. 49 
Identified as: JOSEPH A. BROZOWSKI, 35460580, Cpl., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 


Personal effects found: Diary (1943), pocket comb, two fountain pens, Bible, 
Soldiers and Sailors Manual, ogarerre re sHiCANEN caper were, black leather wallet, 
pass, receipt made out to his name bAS SIE Biggte petnaetions, PX ration card, 


fey: ae .5AGB! Wg. 
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outer clothin 





foal di Shot in the face. Nostrils and mouth filled wit! ¢ clots. 
left leg, penetrat wound. Perforating wound rht arm 
about four inches above the elbow joint with compound comminuted fracture of the 
humerus. 


rsonal effects found: Pass to Verviers from 1800 to 2500, 9 December 1944, signed 
by Capt. Leon T. Scarbrough. One yellow gold wedding ring, brown leather photo folder 
containing picture of wife and baby, several letters, one cigarette lighter, plas 
cigarette case, Parker fountain pen, Eversharp f tain pen, automatic pencil, 
note book, collection of Belgian coins, 27% German marks, 
a Field Artillery pi 


franc Relgian note 


outer o 





or 
rous 


ers and overshoes. 


Medical diagnosis; Penetrating wound of right knee with considerable blood clots 
@bout this area. Hair is filled with blood clots. Examination of the head does not 
reveal any evidence of bullet wound, however, there is indication of considerabie 
hemorrhage from the left ear which may indicate fracture of the base of the skull 
and in all likelihood this may have been caused by a blow on the head. I believe 
the injury to the head is secondary to the gun shot wound of the kmee. 


Tag No. 53 
Identified as: PAUL G. DAVIDSON, 53419745, T/Sgt., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 


Personal effects found; Money belt, soldier's pay book, letters, pen knife, 
Jmerican coins, American dollar bill, cigarette lighter, small screw driver, 
fountain pen, Pocket Treasury (religious book), black leather wallet containing 
papers, air mail stamps, Army driver's permit, photographs, 25 German marks. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed; Field jacket, 
OD trousers and overshoes. 


Medical diagnosis: Examination of the back reveals two perforating wounds; one on 
the right side about the level of the eleventh rib which extends into the chest cavity 


inches. This wound measures four inghes. by,one and “half inches 
SOR Rees S ae SR Gbe Se Rake: Wound oe MMEMENORReR CO, Oe 
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Medical diagnosis: Perforating wound of the lef 
knee joint. ere a large perforating wound 


compound comminuted of the ulna and radius. 


ide of the ull, about two e above 
some blood around the hair. The appearance of 
ted at close range. Apparently cian atient was still alive 
the head wound was inflicted. 


Identified as; SBLMER H. LEU, 36291027, t/4, Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 


Personal effects found; Brown leather photo folder, soldier's prayer card, card 


Station hospital), military service certificate, soldier's pay book, black leather 
wallet containing cards and photos, coins, USA pin with 1/4 insignia, 170 German 
marks. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobe ield jacket. 





Medical diagnosis; This body shows the following: A bullet hole in center of fore- 
fiead which is pointed upward. Most of the nose, mouth and right cheek missing; ed, 

of the skin in this area appear to be rather smoothly cut out. The entire right arm 

is missing, right chest and right side of the abdomen is missing down to the vertebrae; 
the entire pelvis is missing; lungs, heart and abdominal viscera is missing; both 

legs are missing except for short stump of left leg which is held by skin. The edge 
of the skin about the chest appears very smooth and gives some indication that an 
attempt wes made to dismember the body. It is possible that most of this damage may 
have been caused by chell fire, however, the smooth edges of the skin indicute a shar} 


instrument was used. Both feet are severed from phe, body -andpre encased in overshoes. 
CLASSIFICA | Re 
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mal effects found: Soldier's pay book, letters, newspaper 
Treasury (re igious book), comb, fountain mechanical penc 

German phrase book, surveyors note book, t r wallet, 

and an American penny. 


Description and condi m of outer clothing before 
SF = = 
trousers, Te ings, oversnoes. 





Medical diagnosis: Fracture, compound comm inutec the left ulna and radius 
extending from the wrist up to the elbow ; lete seve 
vessels, nerves and most of 

endin, t 

ird of the thigh wour s about r in diameter. 
It extends dowa te the femur, however, the femur seems to be 3 this wound 
seems to be one caused by a shell fragment. 


Identified as: SAMUEL A. HALLMAN, 55556625, Pyvt., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 


Personal effects found; Letters, key ring with several keys, coins, black leather 


Wallet with photographs, two small photos and holders, 100 


marks. 


French francs, 152 German 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed; Field jacket, 
OD trousers, overshoes. 





Medical diagnosis; Left thigh shows wound extending from the mee to mid thigh; 
Imes joint is destroyed. About five inches of the lower end of the femur is missing. 
The left leg shows a small perforating wound on the upper third. The right thigh 
shows a lacerating wound about two and one-half inches in length apparently caused 
by a bullet. fhere is a perforating wound of the abdomen about one-half inch in 
diameter located about three and one-half inches to the right of umbilicus. There 
is a large wound of the chest and abdomen on the right side measuring about six by 
three inches which has fractured the ninth, tenth and eleventh rib. This wound ex- 
tends into the chest cavity. There is/perforating wound of the chest in posterior 
axillary line on the left side. The left arm has been severed at the level of the 
lower and middle third, 


Tag No. 59 


Identified as: CARL B. FREY, 33497298, Pfc, Btry B, 265th FA Obsn. 
Se Y 


garette PRET | ppomn leather picture 


nolde d pict 1 BOK es paz pencils, fetes 
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Medical diagnosis: Examination reveals bullet wound at inner cantus of right eye. 
Examination does not reveal any injury to the eyball itself. A probe was inserted 
into this tract for about two inches. here is blood around eye and nostrils. It 
appears that thisvent into the skull, T[ eft leg shows a severe perforating wound 
with fracture, compound comminuted at the middle third of the tibia and fibula. This 
patient died with his hands up above his head. 


Identified as: ROBERT L. McKINNEY, 35522305, TA, Btry B, 285th Fa 


Personal effects found: Leather cigarette case, pictures, picture holder, 

pay book, mechanical pencil, coins, key ring with two keys, small nail file, 
order receipt, WD Form 38 receipt for $75.00, black leather wallet, Army driver's 
licen 455 German marks, Virginia State motor vehicle operator's license. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed; Field jacket, 
Ob trousers, overshoes, 





Medical diagnosis: This case shows the head to be flattened out, skul’ fractured. 

his apparently was caused by a truck going over the body. It is impossible to 
determine any gun shot wounds. SBxamination shows perforating wound of right 
inguinal region about three-quarter inches in diameter. This wound enters the 
pelvis. On the left side there is a perforating wound with the wound entrance in 
the femoral region and the wound of exit in the inguinal region. There is a 
fracture of the pubic bone. There is another penetrating wound on the outer third 
of the thigh about two inches below pouparts region. There is another perforating 
wound which apparently struck the anterior superior spine of the ileum. 


Tag No. 64 
Identified as; STANLEY Ff. PIASECKI, 55895689, Pvt., Btry B, 285th FA Obsn. Bn. 


Personal effects found: BM identification card, fountain pen, cigarette lighter, 
mall pocket knife, key chain, collection of keys, small pair of tweezers, note 
book, brown leather wallet, Form 58 WD receipt, PX ration card, 1520 Belgian francs, 
money order receipt No. 3627 for $50.00 to wife, papers, small notes, yellow gold 
wedding band. 


Description and condition of outer clothing before being disrobed: Mackinaw jacket, 


@ trousers, overshoes. A 
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inch anterior to the ear. ‘There is some blood arc 
a perforating v about two 
chest cavity. e@ is a compound comm 
bia with an avulsion of the entire skin and muscles. 


Identified as; CECT CASI 7402 T/4, 197th AAA 


sonal effects found; Pair of glasses with case, black leather wallet with 


Social Security card, soldier's pay book, 20 francs in Belgian currency, comb, two 
pen knives, letters, fingernail clip, and two keys, 


Description and condition of outer clothing: 
a" —— ——--= —— — 
Teggings, overshoes. 





Medical diagnosis: Examination reveals perforating wound through the right 

parietal region causing compound comminuted fracture of the skull. The wound of 

entrance measures about one-half inch in dismeter. This patient was shot through 

the helmet and liner and bled profusely, the helmet liner was filled with large 
of blood clots. 


Not Tagged 


Identified as: DELBERT J. JONNSON, tpcowgry cae ~ 
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GIACENTO C. MORRONE, 
Major, Medical Corps, 
4th Evacuatior 


scribed and sworn 


WOODWARD C. GARDINER, 
Major, I. G. D., 
Assistant Army Inspector General. 
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Pvt Max Drechsner (PW) /, N BY: Captain Alfred T. Bogen 

11th Company, 3d Bn, CAG, Acting Assistant 

999th Brigade, Army Inspector General, 

FPN 27445D. First U. S. Army. 
INTERPRETER: 2nd Lt. Jerry I. Schultz, 29 January 1945. 

PWI Detachment, G~2, 

First U.S. Army. 


TAKEN AT: Master Interrogation Center. 
IG: I am here to get further information concerning atrocities 
committed against Allied personnel, 


le Q. Do you understand the sanctity of an oath? 
Yes. 


26 Do you object to taking an oath? 
No. 


The witness is sworn. 


3. Q. State ‘your name, rank, organization, and serial number? 
... 4. Max Drechsner, Private, Ith Company, 999th Rrigade, 3d Battalion, 
FPN 274/,5D. 


4. Qs Have you ever seen any atrocities committed against allied 
prisoners of war? 


A. I have not seen any being committed against them. 


5+ Qe Have you heard of any, or seen the result of any? 
A. Yes, I heard of them and saw the result in Hansfeld. 


6. Qe Do you know the approximate date when this happened? 
A. On the 17th or 18th December 1944 they were committed. I saw the 
bodies 14 days after that. 


7s Qs Do you know who shot these prisoners? 
A. According to the testimony of civilians it was the ss. 


8. Q. Do you know what organization? 
Ae I do not know, 


9. Q+ Do you know the names of any of the officers who ordered these 
executions? SeaTION CANCEL fae 
A. No, sir. CLASSIFICATIC 4 
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I certify that Max Drechsner (PW) Private, FPN 27445D, llth Company, 3d 
Battalion, 999th Brigade, testified before me, under oath, through 2nd Lt. 
Jerry I. Schultz, PWI Detachment, G-2, First U. S. Army, as given in Questions 
1 to 19, Pages 1 to 2, on the 29th day of January 1945, at Mester Interrogation 
Center. 


QUES 1G 


ALF’ T. BOGE 
Captain, (C. A. C, 
Acting Assistant Army Inspector General, 
Headquarters First U.S. Army. 
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Pvt Wolfgang Weinfurtner (Py) : Captain alfred T. Bogen, 
lth Company, 3d Battalion, CAQ, Acting Asst. Army 
999th Brigade. Inspector General. 

FPN 27445D, First U.S. Army. 


TNTERPRETER: 2nd Lt. Jerry I. schultz, i: 29 January 1945. 
PWI Detachment, G-2, ‘ 
First U.S. Army 


TAKEN AT: Master Interrogation Center, 


: I am here to get further information concerning atrocities 
committed against Allied prisoners of war. 


1. Q. Do you understand the sanctity of an oath? 
Yes, 


2. ¢ Do you object to taking an oath? 
No. 


The witness is sworn, 


32 Q State your name, rank, serial number and organization? 
A. Wolfgang Weinfurtner, Private, FPN 27445D, th Company, 3d 
Battalion, 999th Brigade. ; 


4e Q Have you ever seen any atrocities committed against Allied 
prisoners of war? 
A» I have not seen any myself, 


5. Q+ Did you help bury American prisoners who were murdered in 
Hansfeld? 
A. No sir, I was not in the deal. 


bs ® Did you see any American prisoners of war who hed been murdered? 
A. I saw six bodies in the open and also indications that more were 
under the snow, > 


7+ Q- Were there indications that these men had been murdered? 
A. The bodies laid with the hands over the heads and gave the im- 
pression that they were murdered, all six men thet were in the burying detail 
were convinced that they were murdered, 6p. 
exile & 
®. Qe Do you know the organization that did this? 
A. It was SS, but I do not know the number of the unit, eo-a-) 


9+ Qs Do you know, thelaGhBlGh Tay Je thd 'hebple who might have been 
by ,authority cf Ltr, Ho 
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Pvt Wolfgang Weinfurtner (Pi) : Captain alfred T. Bogen, 
lith Company, 3d Battalion, CAC, Acting Asst. Army 
999th Brigade. Inspector General. 

FPN 27445D. First U.S. Army. 


INTERPRETER + 2nd Lt. Jerry I. Schultz, of 29 January 1945. 
PWI Detachment, G2, 
First U.S. Army 


TAKEN AT: Master Interrogation Center. 


IG: I am here to get further information concerning atrocities 
committed against Allied prisoners of war. 


1. Q- Do you understand the sanctity of an oath? 
A. Yes. 


2. Q+ Do you object to taking an oath? 
A. No. 


The witness is sworn. 


3e Q. State your name, rank, serial number and organization? 
A. Wolfgang Weinfurtner, Private, FPN 27445D, llth Company, 3d 
Battalion, 999th Brigade. : 


he Q» Have you ever seen any atrocities committed agsinst Allied 
prisoners of war? 
A. TI have not seen any myself. 


5. Q. Did you help bury American prisoners who were murdered in 
Hansfeld? 
A. No sir, I was not in the deal. 


6, a Did you see any American prisoners of war who hed been murdered? 
A. I saw six bodies in the open and also indications that more were 
under the snow, 


7. Q» Were there indications that these men had been murdered? 
As The bodies laid with the hands over the heads and gave the im- 
pression that they were murdered, all six men that were in the burying detail 
were convinced that they were murdered, © 


axial £ 
8. Qs Do you know the organization that did this? 
A. It was SS, but I do not know the number of the unit, 4&8 
9. Q. Do you know thE VRShOBIGA TARY: of thd |hebbye who might have been 
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involved in the murdering of these soldiers? 
As No, I do not know the names, nor do I know any civilians who 
could give any information. 


10. Q Did you ever receive an order not to take prisoners? 
A. .No, this battalion was a labor detail battalion, 


ii. Q Have you personally seen any atrocities committed? 
Ae Noe 


12. Q. Give me a description of where you saw the bodies in Hansfield 
(The map drawn by PW Drechsner was produced and the Witness Wasasked to veri/ 
the location of the bodies.) 

As Where you have the X's on the map is where they were, 


13. Qs. Do you know anything of bodies being thrown into closets and 
drawers, and whether or not they were civilians or prisoners of war? 
A. I know nothing about it. 


14. Qe Did you talk to any of the civilians concerning the Americans 
that you saw? 
A. No, I was on a detail that's all. 


15. Q Do you have any other information thet might be of value to me 
along these lines? 
A. I have no information, 


The witness was excused, 


I certify that Wolfgang Weinfurtner (Py) Private, llth Company, 3d 
Battalion, 999th Brigade, FPN 27L45D, testified before me, under oath, 
through 2nd Lt. Jerry I Schultz; PWI Detachment, G-2, First U.S. Arny, 
as given in Questions 1 - 15, Pages 1 - 2, on the 29th day of January 1945, 


at Master Interrogation Center. é é 
tan = 

T. FOGEN, 

ct A Cc 


Captéin, C. A. C, 
Acting Assistant Army Inspector General, 
Headquarters First U.S, Army. 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


assigned to War Crime Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having heen duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
taken on LE&¥ | te at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


Fee SKuumacker> CHP 
( “ar 


further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


consisting of pages, into English, 


glish interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


ig jer. 
Mglian torsugn ssudy of 
iu ¢ollege, end eight mouta 
wilieh eontinucusly joptomd r 
in ,eptenber of 17941 2 jolaed the Gadto 
ou yebruary until the latter pert of April 1943. i ubieuied 


Courses et Camp Ritchie,s uaryland, conducted by the wilitery Jatelliycuce = 
ireduing center. en 


from June Bh} untis September 1y)5, 1 nerved coatinu mehy £8 ae 1 
interrogetor, in which capacity i was Coustentiy required to translate 
Garmen late inglish, end viee versa, 


ave January 1946, 1 have been aanigned to the ef Urines Droeneh 5,2, 4.T 


28 & Civilian Geruen«iagliah inter greter, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this CA. day of Qrarcdhl CIFL 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 
J Crptuc 7 
it CrimesBeettch, 





speech con- 
poke to us 


"The offensive which is imminent will 
ation. T k of it, th 
ties into a heap of rubbl 
killed. If you thi 
know as SS men have to do in « e you capt. 
soldier 


The same ht we moved into the staging area in the forest, which we 
the assembly area for the offensi\ 
In the early morning hours on December 16,194), as all our 
vehicles were s attack, at a place, 
1 I do not ! n arf IZLE came to 
was standing in front of 2 my shoulders 


wo have reached this stage. De with your whole 
undertaking. Prisoners won't be ta 1 in this 
attack. All will be bumped cff. Do you understand ? 4 


On the morning of December 17, 1914, between & end 9 otclock, I 
drove through a village which I believe to be HONSFELD. The reason I 
believe it was HONSFEID is because it wes the village before we reached 
BUELLINGEN and there were no intervening towns between those two placese 
Also I know we had two air-raids that day, one in a town and one in the 
open country and the one which occurred in the tow was in this place 
and my comrades referred later to this air-raid as having happened in 
HONSFELD. I reached two ‘knocked out' 4merican Anti-pank Guns on the 
right hand end left hand s ide of the road, as indicated on my sketch 
attached hereto. When my vehicle halted abreast of the american A,T, 
gun, which was on the right-hand side of the road I jumped off the 
vehicle with my M,Pi in my hend, Between me and the 4,T,Gun wag a 
gutter over which a foot-bridge led. As soon as I was on the ground, I 
noticed an Amefican soldier jumping up from the position marked as number 
5 on my sketch, The American soldier was facing me, hands extended to 
the side, but not over his head and I assumed that he wanted to surrender. 
I was about 5 to 8 meters from the American and ae far as I could see 
he did not have any weapons, I knew he was an American soldier because 
he wore the american uniform, wWaen I saw the American in the position 
just described, I fired a burst of about 3 to 4 shots with my ue Pi, 
and be slumped in a lifeless manner to the ground. I did not go over to 
investigate whether he was dead because I had to jump for cover from 
the exploding bombs. I shot this american because jfauptscharfuehrer 
THIELE had given me the order that morning not to take any prisoners 
of war, 


A few deys after we had broken out of the pocket in LA GLEIZE, 


while resting in PETITE TIRARE, I pleyed cards with several other NCO's 
of my company, friends of mine, and I am certain that the following were 


wf 
Of 





incident I talked about 
a described in this sta tement. 


mm the 17th December 1944, it was late in the afterr 
twilight, we passed the cross-roads 2 to 3 kilometers befor 
where I saw lyi. in the field on the right-hand side of the road, 
50 to 100 dead American soldiers, No other vehicles were present and 
we continued and did not stop, 


Qn the morning of December 19, 1944, a few hundred meters before 

STouUMONT, efter my vehicle had been kmocked out, I was sto t 
hrer PEIPER, who was standing with Hauptstur 

DIEVENTHAL near an SPW. Hauptschearfuehrer THIELE was al § 
Spw in the immediate vicinity. Qersturmbannfue!l . IPER questioned 
ne about the outco of the attack. During this time group of 50 to 
80 American priso é ’ war passed by and the 1 
Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER what should be done prisoners. ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER ans wered, "First of all, k m to LA GLUIZE>s 
then we'll see further." 


When I told Obersturmba uehrer PEIPER that I had been knocked 
out, he gave me the order to f with D: as Infantry. ver, 
a little later on the same morning I received the order to drive to 
LA G ZE with three K.W.K,'s which needed repair, I arrived in LA 
GLEIZE between 10 and 1] o'clock of the sane morning, when J met 
PELPER, who was standi with gturmbennfuehrer KNU. Ls» Kommandeur 
of the A.A, (Translator's note; CO of Reconnaissance Battalion) and 
Sturmbennfuehrer PORISCHKE, Kommandeur of the lst Panzer Abteilung 
(Trenslator's note; The First Tank Battalion), PHIPHR celled me over and 
asked whet I was doing in LA GIEIZE, since I had received the order from 
him to fight as infantry, Just as I was standing there,Sturmbannfuenrer 
PORTSCHKE said to Obersturmbannfuehrer PLT 1 


*Qersturmbannfuehrer, here are two more prisoners of 
war," 


NIPER answered in an indifferent and disdainful manner; 
"As usual" 


Fron Qbersturmbennfuehrer PEIPER's answer, I concluded that both 
prisoners of war would be bumped off, The reason I thought so at that 
time was because my company commander had told me that we would not 
t+ ake any prisoners of war, I myself had shot an American, and J had 
seen a great number of dead american soldiers lying in the field 
beforeM\iGELSDORF. AS I was standing at this spot, I overheard qber- 
sturmbannfuehrer PEIPER and Sturmbannfuehrer KNUETTEL discussing an 
assignment of a mission which KNUETTEL had received from PHIPER,but 
I did not understand the exact details of the mission, 


Then I left this place on order of Qbersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER 
to return to STOUMONT with my three K.W.K's and it was still in the 
morning when I again reached qauptscharfuchrer THIELE at the same 
Place where he had previously stood, several hundred meters before 
STOUMONT. I reported back to Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE and also told 
him the latest news which I had learned concerning the mission of 
Sturmbannfnehrer KNUETTEL. Hauptscharfuehrer THIELE then answered; 


sgturmbannfuehrer KNURTTEL has received from Qversturm- 
bannfuehrer PEIP WR the order to drive back to STAVHLOT 





Reconnaissan 


From my : offensive, I thought at +t ti 
Sturmbann Ww. EL b the order at this peration to show 1: 
consideration fbody, civilians as well as prisoners of war. 


eed Hauptscharfuehrer THIEIE whether he knew what 
was done with the large group of american prisoners of wer that were 
taken in STOUMONT as I saw many groups of American prisoners of wer 
this same morning, THIELE answered ,"They are being collected somewhere 
in a hollow in the rear, and there all will be bumped off.", te did 
not say who gave the order for the massacre and he did not mention 
any other facts about it, 


}rom this time until we had broken out of the pocket in La 
GLEIZE I did not see and I did not hear of any other shootings of 
American prisoners of war and I do not remember that Hauptscharfuehrer 
THIELE spoke any more about it, 


I make this statement consisting of six p 8 and one sketch 
voluntarily without coercion, threats or promises reward, 


(signed) ANYON MorzHEIM 
28 February 1946, 


Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 2tth day of February 1946 at 
Schwe bisch Hall.ger 
(signed) RAPHAEL sHUMACIGR 
Capts CMP 





SKEICH OF HONSFELD, WHERE I SHOT ON THE MORNING oF 
17 DECE.BIR L944 ONE AMERICAN SOLDIER, 


LEGEND; 

1 and 2. Knocked out German AA tank 
3. My KK 

4. Small foot bridge 


5e American Soldier at the location where I shot 


6 and 6a. Disablea American AT gun 


7+ Own Position, from where I shot 
8. Small gutter 


(Signed) Arnola MOTZHEIM 
28 Febr. 1946 





iy PEIPER 
i] JOACHIM 


| LY ea) » being first daly 


sworn, gorgke th ving statement under oath 
Toh. ” Malou. - ... nachdem ich erst recht- 


mipig vingesciworen wurde, mudie die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


Oh above two photographs are photographs of the same OB ERSTURHB. 
PEIPER.. commun mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated 28FEBRUARY. 15 


‘Pulp ny zwei Photographien sind Photographien deasetbigen|) 
datie. 


y nir in meiner eidesstattlighen Aussage genan 
Qa. ibaa 1946." ” ly 


First Name 


= dud 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


Latlo, 3” On. Rear. 4558 


Organization daring Eifel Offensive 


Einhett wahrend des Eifel-Finsatzes 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 


re AY Parsn hetBech ...» 1946. 
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LO icaaa-cher. 
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Fourth Service Comm: 


reporter: Mary Moore, 


rvice 


by: Jack Solomon, Special Agent 


s, Fourt srvice Command 
e your name, r 4 serial number, « pr ant. home address, 
Jharles ©, Huttoe, Py 649, 403 ? 27th Street, 
»e the date of your birth. 
13 June 1922, 
state your educational and enployment background prior to entering the service, 


traduated from high school, attended the University of Georgia 2 years, and 
worked 3 months before TI entered the service, 


Have you recently been returned to the United States from overseas? 
Yes, 
ere you a German prisoner of war? 
Yos. 

what places were you held and state approximate dat 
Hanmelberg, Germany from January through February 1945; February to April 1945 


at Wursburg, Germany; on April 1st we left jiursburg and began marching, and 
marched until about April 15th when I escaped, 


Are you familiar with any instance of killing of American prisoners of war? 


Yes, 
Will you state approximately when this happened and tell what vou know about it? 


I was taken prisoner about 17 December 1944, approximately 12 miles northeast 

of St. Vith, Belgium, There were four officers and eighteen of us enlisted men 
in a house which was surrounded by troups of the First SS Division = either the 
Hitler or Hermann Goering Division. je had decided to surrender, ami the officer 
in charge gave the order to cease firing. Canteen simon a white flag and stuck it 
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fank Destroyer 
of the 612th, 


this yourself’ 


happened after that‘ 


German soldier then c o ‘Hodes! and: we dee him-4a,, and 
the 


he called out tc 
rmans outside, and I suppose he tol » firing - none of us could 
speak German so we couldn't understand what he was saying, He then marched the 
rest of us out and took charee of us 


this soldie entered the house 


Jo you know the names Pp ricans killed. besic 
mentioned? 


io, but the rest were also membe > the 612th Tank Destroyer Pattalion,. 


After you had put out the white # in the house the first time, and after 
you had stopped firine, did the Germans ston firing too? 


Yes, they were using 88s on us and they were trying te blow the house in, but 
after we put out the white flag they stopped this fire and for about 5 minutes 
there was no firing on either side, and it was only after that, that the twelve 
men walked out of the house, 


Do you know the names of any of the Germans ho took charce of you, or in the 
outfit that captured you. 


No, 
Can you describe any of them? 

No. 

lere any other Americans killed at this time? 


After the rest of us in the house had surrendered and been taken into custody 
by the Germans, they began rehing us to the rear, There were about 

at the time, as we would march to the rear we would be joined by other 

who had also been taken prisoner and we formed a column, There were 

guards at the time, ‘hile marching to the rear there were tanks and other 
armored equipment moving to the front. About cnemhalf an hour we had 
surrendered and begun marching to the rear, at which time there “e in the 
column, as J mentioned before, 200 men, T noticed on f the Germans in a tank 
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ne marchi 


or if we 


t at the time 
and I really was not a condition to 
unwarrs shootine occurred ‘| 7 


ek, 


be able 


State of Florida 
Jounty of Dade 


sha Yle 
I, Charle 


5 eing duly sworn on oath, state that I have 
read the en tr intion my interrogati nd all answers contained 


therein are true to the be of my wledge and belief, 


subscribed and sworn to before me this /3 


ZA Lf PHbOe 
AAKR (A 
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For The WAR CRIMES OFFICE 
Judge Advocate General's Department — War Department 
United States of America 


HHHRHHHHRHH HH HE HH 
In the metter of the killing of * Perpetuation of Testimony of 
T/5 Stegle, Company B, 612th Tenk * John M. Dluski, Sgt, 
Destroyer Battalion, Second * ASN 33418399. 
Division, ebout ten (10) miles * 
east of Honsfeld, Belgium, on 
17 Decevber 1944. 


EHHRKHH HHH HHH HH HE 
Taken et: Indisntown Gap Militury Reservation, Pennsylvenie. 
Dete: 18 September 1945. 


In the Presence of: Norman A. Burgoon, Jr., Agent, Security 
Intelligence Corps, Third Service Commend. 


Reporter: Evelyn Bachmen, Stenographer, Harrisburg Field 
Office, Security Intelligence Corps, Third 
Service Command. 


Questions bys Norman A. Burgoon, Jr. 
Q. State your name, rank, serie] number and permanent home addrese. 


4. My name is John M. Dluski, I am a Sergeant and hold Army Serial 


Number 33418399. My permenent home address is 607 Griffin Avenue, - 
Canonsburg, Pennsylvenie. U Py 


Have you recently been returned to the United States from overseas? 


Yes. I arrived in the United Stetes on 18 May 1945 at the Port of 
New York City aboard the SS Sea Robin. 


Were you a prisoner of war? 
Yes. 
At whet pleces were you held and stete the approximete dates? 


Serving with the 612th Tank Destroyer Battelion, which wes atteched to 
the Second Division, I was ceptured in Honsfeld, Belgium at epproximately 
1000 hours on 17 December 1944. Immediately efter capture I was marched 
to the rear, and that night was confined in a cellar in @ emell town not 
far inside Germany. I stayed here for two days and then was marched to 
& Staleg, the number of which I do not know, near Bonn, Cermeny. After 
remaining heve until 26 December 1944, I was shipped by box cer to 
Staleg IV-B at Muhlberg, Germany, srriving on 1. January 1945. On 

12 Janusry 1945 I was again moved by box cer to Stalag VIII-A, at 
Gorlits, Germeny, arriving on 14 Jenuery 1945. On 14 Februsry 1945 I 
sterted marching and marched almost continuously until I was liberated 


pel 
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on 12 April 1945 at Dietfurt, Germeny by units of the 83rd 
Division. 


Describe what you recall of the killing of 1/5 Stegle on 
17 December 1944? 


I was captured at sbout 1000 hours on 17 December 1944 in the town 
of Honsfeld, Belgium. 1/5 "Johnnie" Stegle, of Company B, 612th 
Tank Destroyer Battelion, Second Division, was with me when I was 
captured. We were soon joined by approximately two hundred and 
fifty (250) other prisoners of war and began a merch to the east 
into Germany. At ebout 1100 hours on the same day we were marching 
along the road just inside the Germen border end were passing a 
column of tunks which had stopped on the road which were going in 
the opposite direction. All et once as we passed one of the tanks, 

I heard a voice in perfect English call out "Hey you". I immediately 
turned my face to the left in the direction of the voice I had heard, 
and as I did, I saw an SS man standing in the turret of the tank 
shoot 1/5 Stegle in the middle of the forehead with a revolver which 
I recognized immediately as a United States Army Service Automatic 
Caliber 45. I was no more than five feet away from the man who fired 
the shot, end was within ten feet of Stegle at the time. I saw Stegle 
full backwards to the ground with blood spurting from his forehead. 
We were forced to keep moving, and consequently I could not stop to 
render any aid. However, I feel certain that because he was shot in 
the middle of the forehead that he was killed instantly. 


Can you name or describe the person who committed this killing? 


No. I cannot name nor describe the person who committed this killing. 
I got only a fleeting glance of him and know only that he wore the 
bleck uniform of the SS Troopers, and because of the position in which 
he was standing in the turret of the tank, I believe that he was & 
Tank Commander. Moreover, I was unable to determine the designation 
of the unit to which this SS Trooper was attached. 


Do you know the names of any other persone who witnessed this killing? 


No. I do not know the names of any persons who were witnesses to this 


killing. 
Ved UW, MLesfec. Sat 
hn M. Dluski, Sgt. ( 


State of: Pennsylvania ) 
) ss 
County of: Lebanon ) 


I, John M. Dluski, of lawful age, being duly sworn on oath, state 
that I have read the foregoing transcription of my interrogation 
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and all anewers contained therein are true to the best of wy 
knowledge and belief. 


Som huache, & ie 
J M. Dluski, sgt. Sgt. 7 


‘aden and sworn to before me this aL wd. day of September 
1945 


I, Norman A, Burgoon, Jr., Agent, Security Intelligence Corps, Third 
Service Command, certify that John M. Dluski, Sergeant, aSN 33418399 
personally appeared before me on 18 September 1945 and testified concern- 


ing War Crimes; and that the foregoing is an eccurate transcription of 


the answers given by him to the several questions set forth. 


Place: Harrisburg, Pennsylvenie Z; latcracuaslhPssgaitgh 
Date: 2 sep Fs t, Securit; tel ence Co: 
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612th TD Battalion, Nyrsko, Czechoslo a, befor 
McKeown, 0-902553, AC, Investigator-lxa iner, 
16a, Special Orders 182, Headquarter United 
Theater, dated 2 July 1945 and letter Headquart Th 
Army, Office of the Command 4 yeoneral, file AG O92 - INMCJ, dated 2 
August 1945, copies of wiich are hereto attached, 


Staff Sergeant Vincent 8. Haeland, 42029925, Court Reporter, 
was administered the following Oath: 


"You do solemnly swear faithfully to perform the duties 
of Reporter in the investigation now being conducted by 
So help you God," 

Staff Sergeant Billy F. Wilson, 38049477, 612th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, APO 250, U. 8. Army, was called and administered the fol- 
lowing oath: 

"You do solemnly swear that the @vidence you are about 

to sive in the investigation now being conducted by me 

will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 

truth. So help you doa," 


EXAMINATION 
What is your name? 


Sergeant Billy F. Wilson, serial number 38049477. 

You are a Starr Sergeant are you not? 

Yes. 

Where are you stationed at the present time sergeant? 
Nyrsko, 

Ozechoslovakia? 

Yes, sir, 


What is your organization? 


Recon. company, 612th TD Battalion, 


How long have you been with the 612th TD Battalion? 
About 3 years, 

On or about December 17th 1944, where were you stationed? 
Honsfeld, Belgium (K-968991), 

When did you first get into this town? 

It was around 3 o'clock in the morning. 

And this was on the 17th of December? 

Yes, sir, 

When you got into the town what did you do? 


going 
moved into the hou 
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How long did you stay in this hose? 

Wé stayed there until 10:00 to 10:30 in the morning. 

While you were there, will you describe briefly what happened? 
First thing we knew tanks were coming through in convoy. 

What time of the day was this? 

About 5:00 o'clock in the morning. 

Continue? 

We thought they were our tanks at first and two enlisted men from 
the 18th Cavalry came into the house and told us their GP had just 
been over-run and about thet time enemy infantrymen came down 

the road behind the tanks, We had a .50 caliber and .30 caliber 
machine gun and we Opened up on them with that and with the small 
arms the men had. A large percentage of the infantrymen got through 
but we pinned some of them down and killed some others, 

What was the next thing that happened? 

Well they spread out then ana came up to the house to surround it, 
Did they surround the house? 

Yes. 

How great a time did the fighting continue? 

For about three hours. 

What wes the next thing that happened? 

They started firing direct fire from « tank at the house, 

How far away from the house was this tank? 


Approximately 100 to 150 yards from the house, you could see the 
tank, 


The house you refer to wes the house that you were in? 


Yes, sir, 
What, kind of e tank was it, can you tell me? 


I think it was a Tiger tank, I know that the tank that came by 
the house with the advance party was a Tiger tank, 


When the tanks started firing direct at the house whet was the 
next thing that was done? 


Lieutenant Grendy ordered the men to cease firing and he and Private 
Cecil Mann carried a white flag out end surrendered, 


Did you see Lieutenant Crandy and Privete Mann &0 out of the house 
and surrender? 


Yes, sir, 
Where did they gO to? 


Well, they walked out of the house about five yards and a Jerry 
corporal came out from the ditch and was talking with the lieutenant, 
Caen 
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After that what happened? 


The lieutenant came into the house with the Jerry corporal and 
told us to come on out. 


Did you go out? 

Yes, sir. 

How many of you went outside? 

Approximately twenty of us. 

Was that all of the men that were in the house? 
Yes, sir. 


Prior to the time the lieutenant went outside to surrender had 
you seen anything hanpen in that vicinity? 


Yes, sir. I saw two men walk out of the house across the road 
with a white flag in their hand, 


Did you see anything happen to those two men? 


They were about four or five yards from the house and they were 
shot. 


Were you able to see who did the shooting? 
No, sir. 


Did you say anything to Lieutenant Gandy about having seen these 
two men shot? 


Yes, sir. 

What did you say to the lieutenant? 

I told him I didn't think 1t was any use for him to surrender for 
we would be killed anyway. He said he thought they would respect 
the Geneva Convention. I told him that I had seen the two boys 
shot across the street. 


When you went outside of the house with the lieutenant to surrender, 
where did you go? 


All of us lined up in one rank with our faces toward the house 
about five or six yards in front of the house, 


After you lined up, what then happened? 

Well, three more Germans walked up and two of them went on into 
the house an? the other one just walked up and said something to 
the other Germans and then pulled up his gun by his side and start- 
ed firing. 

When the German fired did he hit any of the soldiers lined up? 


He hit Private Mann and Private John Crowell who were the first 
two on the end of the line, 


Did you see whether or not Privates Mann and Crowell fell? 
Yes, sir. When I turned around I saw them fall. 


What did you do after the German soldier fired at Privates Mann 
and Crowell? 


I turned around and ran across country for about a mile and got 


with a pletoon of the LEE CTOR CANCERE! ion. .,I stayed with 
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them until I got hit by artillery, which was’sbout an hour later, 


Do you know w the rank of e German soldier wes that fired 


Lu 
the gun which killed Private fann and Crowell? 


I wouldn't be sure but I believe it was a corporal. 

Can you give me a description of him? 

He was nearly six foot tall. He was real tall. He hed a thih 
face and black hair. He had on a Panzer Division uniform with 
black boots. It was a greyish blue uniform trimmed in red. 
Did he have any markings on the sleeve? 

I didn't notice. 

Can you estimate his weight? 


I don't believe he wold weight over 150 or 160 pounds. He was 
real thin. 


Could you tell what his complexion was? 
Dark complexion. 

Did he have a moustache? 

No, sir. 


Do you iknow whether or not he hed any scars on his face or hands 
that you could see? 


No scars, that I could see, 
How old would you say he was? 
twenty-four or twenty five. 


Had these other Germans gotten into the house before he fired the 
shots? 


Yes, they had gotten into the house, 


Were there eny other vehicles near the house at the time of this 
shooting? 


Yes, a scout car with I believe eight Germans in it. 


Could you tell whether or not any of the persons in the scout car 
were officers? 


No, sir. I couldn't. 


The two who went into the house, could you tell whet their rank 
wes? 


I know one of them was a private, I don't know the other. 
When you ran off, did any of then shoot at you, did you know? 


I was fired on from a machine gun in a scout cur which was parked 
about fifty yards above the house. 


Do you know whut happened to the rest of the men who were standing 
in line with you at the time Mann and Crowell were shot? 


They were still standing there when I left and I heard Lieutenant 
Gandy holler something to the German, _ CELLED 
: CLASSIFICATION CN anal 
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Gor: 


Nill you further describe the unif orn by. the German soldiers 
whom you saw on the road that day? 


The ones in the armored vehicles had on greyish blue pants and 
blouse trimmed in red and the foot troops all had on lon 
overcoats. 

You stated before that the German who fired the shots had no mark- 
ing on his sleeves, did he heve any insignia of any kind on his 
shoulders? 

Yes, sir. I don't know whet it was. 

Can you describe it? 

No, I can not. 

The two men that walked out of the house across the road from 
you with the white flag in their hadd, do you know who they were 
or their names? 

I did not know them. 


Do you know the name this German who shot Privates Mann and 
Crowell? 


No. 


Do you know the name the organization to which this German 
belonsed? 


No, sir. 


Do you know the name or names of any other Americans who might 
know something about this shooting or atrocity? 


Sergeant Bernard J. Mallon; Lieutenant Gandy, Lawrence B; Sergeant 
Morris Woodall; Tec 5 James R. Glover; Tec 5 Henry H. Bonner; Pfc 

Ralph C. Parmer; Pfc Thomas O. Smith, Pfc Bethel C. Woods; Private 
Dock Albritton. = 


Do you know where these men are now? 


Yes, sir. They are in the States. I heve had a letter from Glover, 
Woodall and Parmer recently. 


Do you know where these men live? 


Yes, sir. Woodall lives in Cross City, Florida. Parmer lives 
about thirty miles away from Woodall. Glover lives in Springhope, 
North Carolina. They are still in the army. 


Do you know of any other crime or atrocity which has been committed 
by any Germans? 


No, sir. 


; Ys si g UY hasan 
RI . McKEOWN, 

Major, AC, 

Investigator-Exsminer. 


Staff Sergeant, 
caassiricATion Quant Reurtor ‘ 
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SVORN STATED 
TD Bn., APO 230, U. S 


« at zatio 5 follo 
pany "BM", 612th Tank Destroyer } 


I went on guard about 0530 hours, 17 December 194, in a driveway leading 

to the gun positions of my section in H nsfeld, Belgium (P9799). Some 

men from our reconnaissance platoon came by and told me that some Germans 
were down the road and coming our way. At about 0630 one tank came up the 
road alon: with several armored cars and due to the darknes 

that they were German vehicles until they wer ivew The vehicles 
were marked with large black crosses, JI immedi int house and 
alerted my Section. We did not start firing wait until 
daylight. our positions were detected at the Germans and a fire 
fight “began immediately, We knocked Yank and then started 
firing at German infantry In just a few minutes 
another German tank a house across the road which was 
occupied by a section of the first platoon, Then, men from both the first 
and second platoons came out on the road from the houses without any weapons 
and with their hands over their heads, They started moving down the road 
toward the tank with lst Lt. Richard 1. Chandler, 0-1824135, Platoon Leader 
of the second platoon, leading the men. When Lt. Chandler was very close to 
the tank the German tank commander opened fire at the american Soldiers with 
& machine pistol and a ground mounted machine gun in the basement of a house 
also opened fire on the Americans. I saw Lt. Chandler fall and also sothe 
of the men. The other men hit the ground to escape the fire. The German 
tank commander Speaking in English as! the men to come in and surrender, 


en 


ie 


German tank commander opened fire again, I do not believe any of these 
American soldiers escaped, 


When menstarted toward the tank w their hands over their heads the L ? 


Some of themen who walked down the road with Lt. Chandler attempting to 
Surrender are the following; 


Pvt. Bradley, Corp. Henson, pvt. Vickers. 


After watching the Shooting I went outside and hid in a wood pile all of 
that day. That night I went back toward our lines and found "¢" Company 
of 2nd Infantry Division, 
fp 4 P 
Cha Mth X SF 


1/5 CHARLES L. MORRIS 
ASN 3535387 
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE 1 THIS 7th DAY OF FEBRUARY, 19h5. 
/ 
meet “YS, 
JACK B, DAY, 
Major, Infantry, 
Investigating Officer, 
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EXHIBIT "Cc" 


OO GLE 


On r 194 y g section was osition 
near a house in Honsfeld Belg ri i inside of house and 
I was awakened just as it was 4 got dressed 
I heard some rifle i 
gun crews k ed out 


I getting 

re and then the f 
the German tanh 

going on in the towm but I was car: ig a 
in we had mounte 1ere. Then I ent with Corporal Morris and I 
iri C > ti i out this time the sec 


t houses. 


apons. 
German 
5 into 
? in Englis! yr the Americans to surrender 
and when they ar 1 Cl to t é 


< he opened fire again. 
The following men w 
« Chandler, pvt. 1 ©rs, 


C. Johnson, Pfc. John E 
Jayne Burpo. 


The following is a sketch of the area to the best of my knowledge: 
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@ Legal Form No. 8 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT COURT 


CASE RECORD. PROS EXS NOs, 
56 thru 74-C 


Case No. ....6-24 ‘ Prosecutor L1 COL BURTON F ELLIS 


Military Court. Defence Counsel ..COL WILLIS M EVERETTE. JR 
*General 


Place ....... DACHAU,..GERMAX sbtarateter 
Date Reporter 
Members of Court: 
BRIG GENERAL JOSIAN T DALBEY COL RAYMOND C CONDER 
COL .PAUL..H. WETLAND COL AH ROSENFELD (LAW MEMBER) 
COL JAMES G WATKINS 
COL WILFRED H SEWARD 
Accused VALENTIN. BERSIN,. ET. AL. 
Address Sex % Age 


First Charge ea __ Second Charge _ | 


Pleas 
VALENTIN BERSIN, ET AL |__Not guilty 


Findings 


Previous Convictions 


| Term 
Imprisonment 


| Beginning 


Sentence 
Amount reich 
194.. 
r 
term of 


imprisonment. 
Charge Sheet and Record of Testimony are annexed hereto. 
“(Signature of member of court) 
REVIEW 


Action of Reviewing Authority . 


*Strike out words not applicable. 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I George Miller 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Georg PREUSS 
taken on 2 April 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany 


iielae WILLIAM R. PERL, lst Lt., M.I. 


consisting of 40... pages, into English. 
and 3 sketches 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


1. German is my native tongue, 


2. I spent the first twenty years of my life in Germany and 
went to elementary and secondary school there. 


3. I came to the United States in 1928. 


4. I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany. 
My other knowledge of English has been derived from study by myself, 


5. I have been married for the past six years to a British 
Subject and speak English continually at home. My wife does not 
speak German. 


6. I have been in the United States Army for the past 2-1/2 
years, having been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed 
by the War Department as a German-iinglish interpreter since January 
1946. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this. 4... day of 


at Schwilbisch Hall, Germany. 





pisturmfuehrer Josef Bini AL who at 


commander presided, Further the following 


Untersturmf lax LEI h Company; I, 
myself for the 10+ pany; Obersturmfuehrer Heinz THONHARDT for the 
llth Com Haul 


Company; 


i 
anc ffic 


At this meeting Mauptsturmf. 
ch. In this ngst ott th: 
terror must preced 


delivered us 
at a wave cf fe 
resistance the er 


th 
this 


en by 


soners 


hich I picture the gardne 
conference with | turmfuehre IEFENTHAL too 


on this sketch indice 

f Hauptsturmfuehrer DI NTHAL 

f Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS 
Fresumably seat of Unterstuf 1B 
Seat of Obersturmfuehrer THONMHARDT 
Seat of Hauptscharf.TH E 
Bench 
Table 
Chair 


That's how the order of seating is still in my memory so far, 


2, In the night of the same day therewith in the night from the 
to my estimation it was about midnight,I 

myself assembled my compan S company lecture in the woods whic 
bordered on the Battalion re I ordered the men of my comp 
that @ wave of fear and terror had to precede our troops and orde 
then in a sense that the resistance of the enemy had to be broken by 
terror, according to the order I had received myself from Haupts turm- 
fuehrer DIEFENTHAL, Furthermore I ordered "No prisone 


S of war are being 
taken", 


I have prepared a second sketch "B" on which I hae put the 
Place at which I delivered the speech to my company. The numerals 
indicate: 

1, Spot where I stood 

2. Place where the company was 

3. Direttion.arrow to the Battalion 0.P. 

A. Woods 

B. Forest paths 





ne BUELLING and r ived fire from an American truck 
he int ’ ist my will. I only rode alone witt 

to the ft he woods y hdraw from t 

far ahead of v a didn't i t ollowed ie 
later down the « of my SIV pas we VC at that time 
already in the O05 6 I cea up again t h i to follow 
and to stop them, but as the woods soon came t an and the first h 
were to be seen in whi expec tec ericans, 


into the woods. I re ir 2 ‘ y is th 


uses 


nights In the early afternoon urs of th 
afternoon & s of 17 December my company 
Gunter BE AUS brought we an American prisoner of war, 


he was either second or first lieuter 


Aviator's trousers 1 le ( acke je wore no headgear and w unar me 


I understand a little English F 1 could I tried to interrogate 
the officer, but I could not find out anything of interest, I asked of him 
to show me his papers and he understoodue, Out of his j| ers I learned his 
age, his name and anks He s about 2) years old « far as I can 
recall, I offered him c 2 ad as we were all eating something at 
that time, h ate afternoon of the same day it 1 t have been about 1600 
hours when i f my mer on reconn nee, my company 
troop leader Unterschax 2x Gunter BERGHAUS asked me what we should do 
the prisoner. I replied "Ye must bump him off", I did not give this 
because I liked his trousers. 


The reasons for my order for this were: a) I had to leave t 
prisoner behind at my SPY with only three of my men, b) it started to get dark 
and furthermore I feared that could betray us if American petro 
Belgian civilians came near us, 


After I had given Unterscharfuehrer BERGHAUS this order I left 
to reconnoitre, It was already about 1900 or 2000 hours n I came back, I 
didn't go any more all the way to the place froi where I ha& left but went 
at once into a house on the road about 400 meters or 500 meters away 
the location of ny SH, 


Unterscharfuehrer ne of the two n who had been with me 
on reconnaissance I sent to the Sf the SPY up to the hb « At that 
time it w clear to me that no danger existed any longer at this location. 
Several minutes later BERGHAUS ceme driving th the rest of the crew, At 
this occasion right wh arrived I asked him where the flyer was, 
BERGHAUS answered:"I have shot the flyer". 1 asked BERGHAUS how he had shot 
him. Unterscharfuehrer B AUS replied "Wit in t a." I mow 
that out of the words of Unterscharfuehrer 31 AUS followed that he had killed 
the flyer with several shots in the head, He told we he hed shot the Anerican 
flyer while he( DSRGHAUS) t pretending playing with the rifle, am the 
flyer sat unsuspiciously or lay unsuspiciously on a blanket. Correspondingly 
Unterscharfuehrer GERGHAUS showed me several objects which had taken off 
the dead flyer, Amongst these things were the American flyer trousers whicl 
the flyer had worn,and a golden wedding ring. I ordered BERGHAUS to 
the wedding ring and also the flyer's trousers, As he handed me the 
ring I said " I need nis one when I am getting married." The t: 
too short for he American flyer was mich shorter than I, 

and then put them on. 





tl I ruth 


xplicitly. 


that 


attacked by 
of this 


pt fuehrer DIEFEN 

her in 3 r tt I was unexpectedly 
him, or he by ne not in 
attack, 

The ooting 
that I had 
attacked 


the course 

flyer later 

manner the presence of 1 to shoot 
to make the proposal 


misrepresented in such a 
an American when he 
me, Ritterkreuz more attractive, 


ty 
These misrepresentations of the fa in the proposal for the 
Ritterkreuz were, hoy ever, not instigated ; 
etch "C" of 
I ambeY » 
The nuuerals on this sketch indicate: 
Location 
LIocation of the 
of the 
of 


him the orde 


Location guard, 
Locatior Unterscharfuehrer 
> to shoot the 
ly location es 1 gave bE 
hick woods of young 
Sparsely gr 


BERGHAUS a: 


flyer. 
RGHAUS thi 
trees, 


ie order. 


wing fir tree wood. 
Group of houses, 
Road. 


4. I have been asked if I hed ever commanded the 11th Company in 
the EIFEL offensive. be 


To that I states From the early morning hours of 


22 December 1944 on, besides my own company, also the 11th Company,2nd 


Fz Gr Ret. ISSAH was under wy command as not oly no officers but also 
no able Unterfuehrer of the llth Company were on hands 


I then retained this 
Company) until the end of ww 


until January 6th 1945, 
longer in the offensive. 


of the llth 
L offensive, that is 


sition (provisional leader 
presence 
However, after the 24th December I was not any 


in the E 


I have put down the statement voluntarily and out of my own 
free will, uninfluenced by force, threats » or harsh treatment, and 
uninfluenced by promises of any kind, 


I swear before Goi that the facts stated in this statement are 
true and I am prepared to repeat them under oath before any 


j court. 
(signed) Georg PREUSS 

Haupts turmfuehrer 

2 April 1946, 

RAPHAEL SHUNACEKSE 

CAPT CMP 


Witnessed 


Sworn to and subscribed before ne this second day 
of April 


19461 at Schwabisch Hall.Germany. 
WILLIAM R FERL, 


Ist Lt, MoI. G-555149 
Inves tigator-Rxaminer,Wer Crimes Branch.USFET 
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hes he PBC UES. pane «+ being first duly 


sworn, make,  inla ng Pppement under oath ; 
Vl lA ORG (RE nvr Machdem ich erst recht- 
mapig eingeschw. voren wurde, made die “folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same Maupestarmbuehrer 
Vesef. tmefera£h el, mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. Apird. TI Ve. 


Dig, Oi a ei Rrotogranpi en sind Photographien desselbigen fay, PESTUR / meee 
OSS) Fe ary von, mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
datiert / kL ‘LLL fe. * 


uty Iya 


First | Name (Vorname) Las Name (Zaname) 


Organ hailon \d 
Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Pre uv, ] é g 





‘ e 
| TOMHAROT 
| 
@ HEINZ 


S. of 


25 
bea GRE Ge Ce 


sworn, aa) the Following, 





The cbove two photographs are photographs of the same_¢ 
Hema... Zecabsardé. mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated 2 Apri Z. 


Die, obigen zwet—Phot, grap fen sind Photographien desselbigen. De RSPiRMe Li 
fw AAA a 2 DARA? von HA in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 


fh 
datiert_.__. _ PARLE 


Organt¥ation\\ ddring EI 
Einheit wadhrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


A 


and subscril beferezme this 
sve Udy Of J 2d eseenaeesseee ? 19464 


Officer administering” oath 





OV Wwe 


wes 
Mw Hee 


VA 


rey) 
ew Yew 


A , 

Wn 41 3 AWW ~ 
/ QU. 

Amy 

4 

Lona. 


4 “En aw) Nata, 


via Ome anny, 


n 4 4) 
Arones Mua) ci i] 


“A mh, An gf wer Au Liss at wher 


fy abe A 


iw sae ¢ 


fers Ay ly Y Aya, mn dyn 


| 
. N! 
Din “mw 1 wars 


W MAMAN 


a ‘wonk Ab i 


Ly by. Pion aren 
noon Ba | 


bnamn 


a bbe Wn Ae aan ey 


Ny 


wa) VA Dipndlae , Jw |7in ae 


Awe 


Are An! Moo, Pas) 


JW, Adam nin / fia Avil Aolren neni A 
N 


pil “wv re Poynter in 


de Ales 


mirrn, aM he Vw - one # Nn wn ¢ 


f 


Wn, VW 


fe 


Nolen Caf} deer 


f } 
oi) Mos nir 


NH, 4A avn aw 


‘pa AVM | AA 
AWWA Se) Be 


! 


Maran 


an enw | * 


at Pow] oF 

fore 

AA =f) ds 4 WPO ; 
wi an. cmb arvin Dw wtarey 


nm AAA Gr, 
an (On 
J 
SX Andee and 


) N 
iy AAs ANAT qr Pr x 


i - 
yA odio, Alli brain Ap inane, henaynn 


pVi4 lips 
Ln hd Wn wee 
| 


w/t afm 


gens x 


~ bt rere ann 


AV AA 


haan, 
ph" We 4) 

Us AAA, | 
ay uated a Z ‘ Vn WA 
"y Hak a a Swink MA snr SP it 

Pip ; y 
Prony (4, tin hinak A Ahr 


Ait ne fod» cunicondtel 


yen 


fA 
AV 4A “Vy 


wr bev / 
SFR 
in © wd i diibe si ia 


‘iat am Ardumbyrwmn 
fy Wn 
hd A all KAY V Iv 


A 


Sy} 


x 





Marr Hu Vn , aa Or salen si aaa 


Ms c 1" Ly 
d ~wn Laurll ted ata, 
Zr a, Xx PA gil oad V ; | te ak 
ve iy ‘ v ip Oe Rng) 
7, ae ) Aan Wann / (An 
Maas / uns (Wn vey mV ae | 7; Be 
3 4 ee 

m Arn Asner, : 5 / 


Aer An oy avon On 


inw4Am 


1. { mg 
sericl aecilt obanlbe if coon g : 
4 mat 4 (AR Soduvry Wh, AYA 
wie Pe Fi hald An 7 
AW, J nr 6 am ] " J hy 
y / yye / MD) ah IAGNA IN AM pe 
/, AW YW Vir bow ri Wh as 
ap LAN mm apn pn hn 
vide 4 mariana) AA : ‘ f 


A poke dann Dir hh afi An 4 
iyouneoat Oded He, 


Ge 
eA b/w Yperriw Ans 


wWaIn Ay 


A 


} Sp 

y y 2 Oe AAA vr 
fe ! A peat Apron Awe nlew * 

pon fect Lina (ad * f { 

; 4 iN 4 fe nny nom 

J 1) 4 iss 

A wp y 


ory nfAnhit 

y hes = / te 

KG! j* « WW / bh 
: irene AW Cian mn Vi 


pany Halon atin, 
4a q, we (wer Ab ane y) 
i Audl a Mabe aamal ies 


A yew fu 
<i jock wed & | _arweaf Apel Lace Woo! oped 
‘abrgon sai : 
dred a / ip fn Fp w kia | ps paula haa vy 


inte Mts a: 


a 





he AI 


al , / 2 / 
Ew/3 ge ae eal Apdo 


L 


paca + Myntna 


wr eMWaar a eal 
Q 
hn A aia) f aw an tele bn 


AA ‘ 4 

/ i) 

a) yn, AN AV Wh 
Qh 4 i } i ( ‘ 

WW wr iw Ary |e 4 A mines ym 

\ 


Wy | e. 
Ary artyriwy Arn, 


jj A * 
Lid Arma peter Aan Aa prre rtln 
“Ny A 

tw |" Art 


MITE Aii8181. mn 


bad i aacbe awk’ Arve Ae ( 


| tas 
Sk Ann wf AWA 


Aisa AN) Au Uy saa ies conayr ) clon 
bY ban ner Vi) 
fa renee Soin ln Wn t Law yen sions tAdnn An, ue 


wy A 
4m Aw Ae AVM lal wy A 4 A 


p f 4 f f ‘ 
temnday AWN pee? 4 
, f f f WA f 4 
womd AS Salm Wim Ay ; VYR POM A Tn yap 
i A) $ 
we A Ninn 
Ann Diwan ww Gin, GO ZOOS an Ave, 
i 4 Lyn Jan yaw 7m  arnnnnum a 
4/ gant Pyare 0100 th - 
% / ) 2) wy yn Jan por 
| bY: Un wml vin “¢ 
I , sey, ‘A A Ags be j } 
i a hed, ba f. 4, frvrnn MA 
LAWN ~ he 


) bm Laced Ayr rf 
1 Wy Aim ori Arnall yr 
Vy tn » V4 
Prrecrl cool La ifdnjen / go pp ay 
ah wy 4 2 br of Ain ofprinn Arie 
Seat amily bu) R Kn Arora AY / 
/- ( 


Yarn. Antl, 





{ 
A Py 
4 De Het Uy ym ey 


wy 


ayy i es , 
Min An |r a0 am Wn “A 


/]4 i mance 
Wns 


4 
“yma 


Vf 


me pale Jul 


Sta | w/e mn "4 cred, 


biam 


ql 
dd Ue 4) 


eer nay of Sih fly be 


AMAA beats ae | 


HVA) Cran MA a 


maabum pean) alien hws LAL 
Ot 
A P| | ee 

| Salles YALA 


, VA 

AN pe fAnw |r 
pare 

Dine Mai444 


Yann SJ / Hn Pa) Yar my 4 sre Yan, 


5 Y > 
ts Mf r av | 
Y f AMAR awe he Ae 
new) Las Jmm ba nae } 
A An t re aw :~ Ne avy nit 94 
WA + / hs 
f AAhnin p/n 





Vp + ; C 
wh Aen ne a Brut 1A Ayn - 


ay. ohh Srv, Sow, Biv|mr Mace niet awh san 


eee 


* ane, awn, Sy 


ann, An Pum 
Meat arrct Al ake oy 


Ww Aten Are 


or hy, < SoA ae, Arm 


Ep Lawl 


ww anew NAA 


IMAAWA 


nm nr 


A “ 4 < A Aw m4 
DAV a om Wy, on WAY 
q / 


ae a~ 
eye * a “f 


ry 


Ab ob, vie mw Ww «bow to VA LN 


L q ” 
1 fy LAN Ronany Nob /ew + 
Y prbdalunal Ayana nr ia Ww 


a 
UY ¢ 


am 


Gq b 


p bf 


4 sun 
: ie 8 


¢ 
A) An WM 


Maa 


cunn 


| 


Lae wn Aha. 


pahian Paina haga yw f tou] 
we! ( | 
Laas ain 4 


frome Sup. Bt 6 SPH. 


AW prow a 
N <) ral 
Zi vay ’ 


My 


oy , 
An UW My “anh Lie, 

Sy i’ fp: pay An 
inlay OA Vwi Awym4, 
/ 

77 

Nn 4 


tin AY g 


ly 
} qq) WA j 
= | Bw) 0} are Duo re- 


Ak s= oy up U 
Vad HI ee 





a) ay) Aa 
Wy lan pr 


YyvSoh balan frtone 
AMITNCS5ED; ie Ui hd 
GD y, Uhr "4 [SG ie 


4 


Swen to aul subs en; (sof 10 


ble we hg TyoQudyrcn7t, oly. 


Larck WHO af > Awa neh - ts 


( “as 
Ws OS own Ka. Rf 


WNL. Mal Ov ges jyg 
“ey pada Skewes 
TB. as 


WOR. mgt 





‘ a Se 
dunt “yn hin 





\ 


ae 
Om 
nO) 
~ 


| 





TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


aUL KilTZ 
I assigned to War Cr Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


Paul OCHMANN 
taken on 29 March 1946 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


sates WILLIAM R. PERL, lst Lt., M. Is 


consisting of 4 pages, into English. 
and 2 sketches 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the foll lowing qualific 
Ae My native tongue is “erman. 
Z have spoken -hglish for seven yeurs. 


I studied inglieh for four years ot school in yI TA» 
Austria. 


Z lived in mgland from is 


JFL We 


I lived in the United States fram 1940 until I isft the 
tates with the American army in May 1944. 


Since the 4th or February 1946, I served as interpreter 
War Crimes Branch in Wiesbuden, vermanys 


“Burk 


Paul fieditzer 


j <e 


7 4 oe . 
Sworn and subscribed to before ime this day of 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 





I, He rfuehrer Paul 0 
make the ng statements. 


1944 and 
» IZ had at that ti 1e rank of Ob harfuehr er 
to Headquarters Company of the ttalion, lst 
Regiment, "LSGAH." 


On the evening of the 15th December 194), Untersturmfuchrer 
Heinz BUCHHEIM of my company delivered a speech to our Company, 
to those members of Headquarters Company of the lst Battalion, 
who participated in the ZI¥EL offensive.’ In this speech Unter- 
sturmfuehrer BUCHHEIM pointed out, among other things, that the 
offensive ahead would be decisive. He also said that we should 

take prisonsrs on account of the importance of the offensive 

we did not have sufficient men to guard them. 


ber 1944 - it was just starting to get 
the village entrance in ENGULSDORF, about 8 
american ¢ oners of war standing on the right side of the 
road in front of a house. All these prisone wore American 
unitorms; however, they did not have steel helmets on any 
longer. 2ir hands were eitnha clasped behind the neck, or 
raised above the head. 


Whether these prisoners stood in front of the driveway to 
a garage I cannot tell any longer. When I saw th@e prisoners, 
I went to an SPW, nding in the immediate vicinity of the 
house, in which sat Untersturmfuehrer HERING, Platoon Leader of 
the 9th Pz. Pie Company. When I saw t prisoners, I remembered 
that immediately before depa ting from MNGELSDORF, Sturmbannfuehrer 
FOETSCHKE shouted something to me which I could not make out. When 
I saw the prisoners, the shout of Sturmbannfuehrer POLTSCHKE, (which 
possibly could have meant that prisoners of war must be bumped off) 
occurred to me. I also recalled that Untersturmfuehrer BUCHHEIM 
said two days previously that we should not take any prisoners.e 
Moreover, I was in a bad mood because I received from Untersturm- 
fuehrer Kurt KRaMl, one hour belore, the order to remain in 
LNGELSDORF to guard about 30 American vehicles captured in ENGELS- 
DORF, as well as 8 American prisoners of war. These 5 prisoners 
of war, however, are not identical with those I saw et the villave 
entrance and shot at the cemetery. The & prisoners which I re- 
ceived from Untersturmfuehrer KRAMM waited farther north of the 
village entrance; they were still there during the time when I shot 
the prisoners who I found at the village entrance, 


For these reasons I went to Untersturmfuehrer HERING and said 
to him, "Here are 8 prisoners, they should be shot, I need another 
mani" I know exactly that these were my words, I did not specific- 
ally mention Sturmbannfuehrer POUSCHKE or an order of Sturmbann- 

T'S & as reason for this shooting. To this, Unter- 
sturmfuehrer HERING told me that 1 should go to the next vehicle, 
Sturmmann SUKSS should go with me. 


Whether Untersturmfuehrer HERING hereby said sanething about 
target practice I do not know any longer. I only know that he 
nominated SUESS as my aid for this shooting. 


tl 





Thereupon I went to the SpP¥ which stood behind t 
of Untersturmfue r HERING and asked for Sturmmann SUiISS. I 
Said to Sturmmann SULSS he should come with me, the & prisoners 


to be shot. 


SUESS stepped fran his vehicle after having viously taken 
@ weapon from the vehicle. I no longer know what kind of weapon 
it was. Together with SuBSS I led the prisoners past the SPW 
of Untersturmfuehrer HERING over to the other side oi the road. 
I cannot tell any longer exactly how far I led th prisoner but 
it was hardly more than 100 meters, possibly even less. 


Thereby I again went back a short distance on the road on 
which we came, therefore north in the direction towards MALMivy. 


In the vicinity of the cemet y eta >¢ Where the t 
descends on the right of the strec Stopped the prison: ‘ 
ere marching one behind the ott (If I now say "right", I 
mean right as one goes in the direction towards MALMID:). I 
formed them right at the edge of the road for I selected this 
location intentionally because there the bodies could drop right 
down the steep terrain without lying in our way. 


I then indicated to t prisoners with my hand that th 
Should place themselves with their backs towards m ani there- 
fore with the face towards the slope, as I intended to kill 
them by a shot in the neck ami I know that by a shot in the neck 
the victim falls forward. 

Thereupon, I first shot e first American prisoner of war 
into the neck from a distance of about 20 cme The American was 
dountlessly dead. Fron tion he made I saw that he was hit 
in the neck and he fell forward, hit. Then a n with my pistol 
I shot the second American wisoner of war in the same manner 
from a distance of bout 20 om. I shot him with a shot into the 
neck from the rear pecause I know from my service with the 
"Totenkopf einheit' that this is the customary way to shoot 
people, 


Alltold, I myself shot and killed with my pistol in this 
manner 4 or 5 of these American prisoners of war. The others 
were shot in my presence by Sturmmann SUESS of the 9th Paes 
Pioneer Co. While I shot, SUZSS also shot and after I shot 4 
or 5, the others were already shot by SUESS. After I shot 
these prisoners, I walked on along the road towards MALAEDY, in 
my estimation about 500 meters vecause there were vehicles which 
I still had to mind. At this locality, therefore, avout 500 
meters north of the place where I and Sturmmann SUSSS shot the 
prisoners, stood anothar 8 prisoners of war. I believe that an 
officer was also among them. I brought these prisoners into a 
hotel located in the village because I was of the opinion that 
enough prisoners of war were already bumped off. These 8 
prisoners whom I brought to the hotel were still together with 
same other wounded American prisoners of war when I left the 
hotel around noon on the 18th December L944. 


-2- 





shooting described by bove and 
ry of ENGELSDRF, 
x Y-green all- 
purpose coat. his o was made of cloth and lined inside, 
On + ead I wore diff nt from th ray coat, a black 
visor cap. I wore high black boots. was armed with a pistol 
which was attached to the belt. 


For a better understanding of my statement, I prepared 2 
Grawings. On the one marked “a! I drew tie general layout of 
the entrance to ENGELSDORF, On the legend is meant: 1 House 
at which I first saw the prisoners of war; 2 hotel; 3 another 
house; 4 knocked-out Panther; 5 knocked out S} W; 6 SPW of 
Untersturmfuehrer HERING; 7 SPW of Sturmmann SUMSS; 8 Route of 
th dean ; ners of war; 9 place of the shooting; 10 ceme- 

i vehicles; 12, 8 prisoners of war which were 
over to me by Unte: urmiuehrer KRAMM; 13 amphibious 
vehicle of Sturmmann WALLA; 14 a cafe. 


On drawing "B" I dr, a portion of the locality shown in 
"A", the place where I first saw the prisoners and also 
ation where I together with Sturmmann SUESSshot + 
+ The explanation thereto; 1 House at which 1 first 
risoners; 2 a cafe; another house; 4 knocked-out 
+ 5 knocked-out SPH; 6 SEW of Untersturmfuechrer HERING; 
7 SPW in which Sturmmann SULSS rode; 8 location of Shooting; 
7 cemetery; 10 route of Prisoners, 


I made this statement voluntarily and of my own will, un- 
influenced from Guress, threats and harsh treatme t, aS well as 
unin? luenced from promises of any kind, 


I swear berore God that this statement is true and I am 
prepared to repeat it under oath before any court. 


(signed) Paul OCHMANNY 
SS Hauptscharfuehrer 
29 March 19/6 


Witnessed: 


(signed) Rephael Shumacker 
Capt CMP 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this, twenty-ninth day of March 1946 at 
SCH WABISCH HALL, GoRMANY 


(signed) WILLIAM Re. PRL 
lst Lt M.I. 0555149 
Investigator-lxaminer 
".C.B. USFET 
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EXTRACT OF LEGENDS FROM STATE 
Faul OCHMANN 
Dated 29 March 1946 
* 2 * * 
* * 


For a better understanding of my statement, I prepared 2 
drawings. On the one marked "A" I drew the general layout of 
the entrance to ENGEISDCRF, Mm the legend is meant: 1 House 
at which I first saw the prisoners of war; 2 hotel; 3 another 
house; 4 knocked-out Panther; 5 knocked out SPWp 6 SPW of 
Unters turmfuehrer HERING; 7 SW of Sturmmann SUESS; 8 Route of 
the Amrican prisoners of war; 9 Place of the shooting; 10 cem- 
tery; 11 Amrican vehicles; 12, 8 prisoners of war which were 
turned over to me by Unters turmfuehrer KRAMM; 13 amphibious 
vehicle of Sturmmann WALLA; 1; a cafe. 


On drawing "B" I drew a portion of the locality shown in 
drawing "A", the place where I first saw the prisoners and also 
the location where I together with Sturmmann SUESS shot the 
prisoners, The explanation thereto: 1 House at which I first 
Saw the prisoners; 2 a cafe; 3 another house; } knocked-out 


Panther; 5 knocked-out SH; 6 SH of Untersturmfuehrer HERING; 
7 SM in which Sturmmann SUESS rode; 8 location of shooting; 
9 cemetery; 10 route of prisoners, 


2nd and 3rd paragraphs on page 3. 
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